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Official  Document.  No.  5. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  12,  1903. 
To  His  Excellency,  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania : 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1903,  being 
the  seventieth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


Official  Document,  No.  5. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  last  year  the  public  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania made  noteworthy  progress  in  teachers'  salaries,  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  in  the  number  of  town- 
ship high  schools,  in  the  scholarship  of  the  teachers,  in  the  efficiency 
of  the  County  Institute,  and  in  the  establishment  of  kindergartens 
and  of  departments  for  instruction  in  domestic  science  and  manual 
training.  Most  of  these  topics  deserve  more  than  a  passing  refer- 
ence in  the  annual  report. 

TEACHERS'  SALARIES. 

The  agitation  over  the  minimum  salary  bill  drew  universal  atten- 
tion to  the  inadequate  compensation  of  teachers.  As  a  result,  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  salaries  in  quite  a  number  of  school  districts 
and  there  is  prospect  of  an  increase  in  many  districts  which  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  minimum  salary  law.  It  is  not  probable  that 
any  board  of  directors  will  fix  the  minimum  below  thirty-five  dollars 
per  month  and  thus  forfeit  the  district's  share  of  the  five  and  three- 
quarter  millions  appropriated  for  school  purposes. 

The  minimum  salary  law  will  be  a  snare  and  a  delusion  if  it  does 
not  bring  about  an  advance  in  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  One 
of  the  county  superintendents  has  well  said:  "A  good  salary  does  not 
guarantee  a  good  teacher.  Many  conflicting  statements  may  be 
heard  on  this  subject.  It  is  said  that  the  law  of  supply  and  demand 
regulates  the  trades  and  professions.  One  of  the  foremost  ques- 
tions is,  whether  we  have  either  the  demand  for  good  teachers  or 
the  supply.  Many  say,  raise  the  salary  and  you  will  get  the  teach- 
ers; others  say,  give  us  able  teachers  and  we  will  pay  the  salary, 
while  still  others  say,  if  you  raise  the  salary,  you  will  have  the  same 
teachers.     In  order  to  obtain  the  teacher  we  so  much  desire,  our 
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school  officers  must  become  proficient  in  judging  between  the  merits 
and  defects  of  the  teacher,  and  not  allow  the  good  teacher  to  leave 
the  profession  for  the  sake  of  a  few  dollars." 

Why  should  the  salaries  of  teachers  be  raised?  This  question  can 
not  be  answered  too  often  in  these  days  of  national  prosperity.  The 
cost  of  living  has  gone  up  from  fifteen  to  forty  per  cent.  Nowhere 
has  the  compensation  of  teachers  been  increased  in  the  same  ratio. 
This  means  that  teachers  are  worse  off  now  in  the  day  of  our  Na- 
tional prosperity  than  they  were  when  everybody  was  complaining 
of  hard  times. 

The  people  who  live  on  salaries  are  always  the  first  to  feel  the  ad- 
vance in  the  cost  of  living  and  the  last  to  be  thought  of  in  an  in- 
crease of  compensation.  Teachers  seldom  go  on  a  strike.  In  other 
vocations  unions  of  labor  and  of  capital  have  been  fighting  to  secure 
shorter  hours,  better  wages  and  larger  profits.  Who  has  ever  heard 
of  a  union  of  women  organized  for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  them- 
selves better  pay  in  the  labor  markets  of  the  world?  Women  organ- 
ize to  promote  temperance,  to  avert  social  evils,  to  care  for  children, 
for  the  sick  and  for  the  needy;  they  combine  in  a  thousand  ways  to 
aid  benevolent  operations  of  all  sorts,  but  it  is  marvelous  beyond 
finding  out  that  they  have  never  organized  to  better  the  condition 
of  those  who  devote  their  lives  to  teaching. 

It  is  the  right  of  the  child  to  be  happy  at  school.  Children  can 
never  be  happy  at  school  if  their  teacher  is  unhappy  or  discontented 
with  her  lot.  How  can  a  teacher  be  contented  if  her  salary  is  so 
low  that  she  must  constantly  struggle  for  the  necessaries  of  life? 
She  is  expected  to  wear  good  clothes,  to  read  books,  magazines  and 
educational  periodicals,  to  attend  educational  associations  and  sum- 
mer schools,  and  to  make  other  pecuniary  sacrifices  which  are  not 
expected  of  the  average  of  her  sex.  How  can  a  teacher  keep  abreast 
of  the  times  when  her  salary  remains  stationary  whilst  her  living 
expenses  are  gradually  increasing. 

When  the  school  appropriation  was  raised  from. two  to  five  mil- 
lions, there  was  no  corresponding  increase  in  teachers'  salaries. 
Then  the  method  of  distribution  was  changed  in  favor  of  the  rural 
districts,  but  nowhere  did  the  teachers  get  the  benefit  of  the  increase. 
The  agitation  in  favor  of  a  minimum  salary  law  has  at  length  drawn 
universal  attention  to  the  inadequate  compensation  of  teachers,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  advance  before  the  law  goes  into  effect 
and  that,  too,  in  places  where  the  compensation  will  not  be  affected 
by  the  law  fixing  the  minimum  salary  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  month 
in  all  districts  which  desire  henceforth  to  participate  in  the  bounty 
of  the  State.  It  remains  for  the  directors  and  the  superintendents  to 
set-  to  it  that  teachers  are  employed  who  will  give  the  public  an  ade 
(piate  return  for  this  increased  compensation. 
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COMPULSORY  EDUCATION. 

If  the  increase  in  salaries  results  in  better  schools,  it  will  do  much 
to  secure  the  ends  for  which  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was 
enacted.  Good  teaching  attracts  children  whilst  poor  teaching  re- 
pels them.  A  good  school  is  the  place  to  which  they  best  like  to 
go,  whilst  a  poor  school  represses  their  normal  activities  and  be- 
comes for  them  a  place  of  depression,  suppression  and  oppression 
which  they  will  gladly  exchange  for  the  street,  the  store,  the  factory 
or  the  coal  breaker.  Poor  teaching  must  be  blamed  for  much  of  the 
truancy  and  irregularity  of  attendance  at  school. 

Very  many  people  misconceive  the  aim  of  the  compulsory  law. 
They  talk  and  write  as  if  its  efficiency  were  to  be  gauged  by  the 
number  of  arrests,  prosecutions,  tines  and  imprisonments  to  which 
it  gives  rise.  A  wise  attendance  officer  resorts  to  these  only  in  ex- 
treme cases  and  after  every  other  means  of  bringing  the  child  to 
school  has  been  exhausted.  Where  directors  neglect  the  law  there 
will,  of  course,  be  no  fines  or  prosecutions,  but  the  provisions  of  the 
law  may  be  complied  with  in  districts  where  it  is  unnecessary  to 
inflict  fines  and  other  penalties.  The  success  of  the  law  must  be 
gauged  by  the  number  of  children  whom  it  brings  to  and  keeps  at 
school.  Its  immediate  purpose  is  to  bring  to  school  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen,  and  where  the  child  is  un- 
employed up  to  sixteen.  Its  ultimate  aim  is  to  banish  illiteracy 
and  to  make  ignorance  impossible,  and  not  to  inflict  fines  and  other 
penalties.  Nearly  all  people  prefer  to  live  as  law-abiding  citizens 
and  will  send  their  children  to  school  as  soon  as  these  are  excluded 
from  the  mine  and  the  factory  by  government  inspectors.  In  most 
cases  a  word  from  the  attendance  officer  is  sufficient,  whilst  harsh 
measures  often  array  the  worst  passions  of  parents  and  children 
against  the  school  and  sometimes  make  the  pupil  unmanageable 
even  in  the  hands  of  the  most  skilful  teacher.  When  the  penalties 
provided  by  law  must  be  resorted  to,  the  directors  should  not  go  to 
law  before  there  is  enough  evidence  for  a  successful  prosecution. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendents  from  Ashland,  Beaver  Falls, 
Bethlehem,  Butler,  Carbondale,  Chambersburg,  Coatesville,  Colum- 
bia, DuBois,  Uunmore,  Erie,  Lebanon,  Mahanoy  City,  Middletown, 
Phoenixville,  Scranton,  West  Chester,  Wilkinsburg  and  Williams- 
port  show  that  the  compulsory  law  can  be  enforced.  In  Dunmore, 
for  instance,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  were  brought  to  school 
through  its  enforcement.  In  Mahanoy  City  it  led  to  the  opening  of 
two  additional  schools.  Erie  opened  an  ungraded  school  for  truants. 
The  difficulty  about  children  who  have  no  clothing  fit  for  school,  can 
always  be  overcome  by  co-operation  between  the  school  board  and 
charitable  organizations.     A  community  that  will  not  provide  cloth- 
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ing  for  its  needy  children  is  missionary  ground.  All  sorts  of  ex- 
cuses are  invented  for  not  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  com- 
pulsory law.  When  officials  do  not  wish  to  enforce  a  law,  they 
are  never  at  a  loss  to  find  excuses  for  neglect  or  evasion.  Hence,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  add  a  clause  to  the  affidavit  which  every 
school  board  must  file  in  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in 
order  that  the  district  may  receive  its  share  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion. The  added  clause  has  reference  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
compulsory  law.  Where  the  provisions  of  this  law  have  not  been 
complied  with,  it  becomes  the  painful  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  to  withhold  one-fourth  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tion. 

The  enforcement  of  the  law  does  not  mean  that  incorrigible  pupils 
must  be  allowed  to  ruin  the  discipline  of  the  school  or  to  become  a 
menace  to  the  morals  and  welfare  of  other  children.  Special  schools 
for  the  detention  and  reformation  of  such  as  can  not  be  taught  and 
controlled  in  the  average  school  should  be  established.  Where  the 
number  of  incorrigible  pupils  does  not  seem  to  warrant  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  special  or  ungraded  school,  it  becomes  a  question 
whether  the  people  would  better  spend  money  in  preventing  the  de- 
velopment of  the  criminal  than  in  his  subsequent  confinement  in 
jails  and  penitentiaries.  After  the  working  of  the  present  law  has 
been  fully  tested,  further  legislation  may  be  found  necessary  for  the 
solution  of  the  problem  in  the  smaller  towns  and  townships.. 

THE  PKIMARY  PURPOSE  OF  SCHOOLING. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  even  under  the  poorest  teach- 
ers of  our  day  the  children  learn  that  for  which  the  school  was 
originally  established.  For  many  minds  the  primary  purpose  of  the 
sohool  has  been  obscured  by  the  agitation  in  favor  of  nature  study, 
manual  training  and  the  forms  of  instruction  which  point  toward 
specific  vocations  like  farming.  The  primary  purpose  of  the  school 
is  not  and  never  has  been  to  produce  farmers  or  merchants  or  me- 
chanics. The  school  was  called  into  existence  by  the  invention  of 
alphabetic  writing.  As  a  preparation  for  complete  living  no  other 
studies  compare  in  importance  with  reading,  writing  and  reckoning. 
Let  any  one  who  wishes  to  ascertain  what  knowledge  is  of  most 
worth,  write  in  a  column  the  words,  reading,  writing,  reckoning, 
butterfly,  whale,  Baltimore  Oriole  and  the  names  of  any  other  ob- 
jects, the  knowledge  of  which  is  strongly  advocated  by  the  apostles 
•f  nature  study,  and  then  place  a  stroke  opposite  each  as  often  as 
he  uses  the  knowledge  thereof  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  a  month, 
and  he  will  soon  realize  that  in  adjusting  the  individual  to  civilized 
life  no  studies  are  of  equal  importance  with  the  traditional  three 
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R's  of  the  school  curriculum.  A  poor  school,  if  in  it  the  children 
learn  to  read  and  write  and  reckon,  has  some  justification  for  its  ex- 
istence, because  a  child  that  grows  up  without  acquiring  these 
fundamental  school  arts,  is  unfitted  for  life  in  civilized  society,  es- 
pecially under  a  republican  form  of  government 

Next  to  oral  speech  the  greatest  invention  of  the  human  race 
was  written  language.  According  to  John  Fiske  and  other  his- 
torians civilized  life  began  with  alphabetic  writing,for  by  means 
of  this  invention  man  could  transmit  a  record  of  his  thoughts  and 
achievments  to  distant  people  and  to  future  generations.  Punctua- 
tion, spelling,  the  use  of  capital  letters,  the  structure  of  the  sentence 
and  whatever  else  conduces  to  the  perfection  of  written  language, 
acquire  an  importance  from  this  point  of  view  which  is  seldom  seen 
by  those  who  become  absorbed  in  subsidiary  problems  of  School 
Management  like  centralization  and  legal  prosecutions  for  non- 
attendance  at  school.  Our  modern  methods  of  travel  and  transpor- 
tation bring  the  individual  more  or  less  into  contact  and  competi- 
tion with  the  whole  world,  and  impose  upon  him  the  necessity  of 
interpreting  maps  and  studying  geography  even  after  his  school  days 
have  ended.  Drawing  is  a  universal  language  in  the  sense  that  it  is 
understood  by  all  who  can  see,  and  although  it  has  limitations  in  the 
expression  of  abstract  ideas,  yet  it  lies  at  the  basis  of  so  many 
modern  arts  that  its  place  in  the  school  curriculum  is  never  ques- 
tioned. During  the  time  that  a  pupil  is  engaged  in  studying  these 
fundamental  branches  of  the  school  curriculum  he  is  also  acquiring 
habits  of  industry,  accuracy,  punctuality,  cleanliness,  obedience  as 
well  as  a  decent  respect  for  the  rights  of  others — qualities  without 
which  he  can  not  hope  to  hold  a  place  in  any  counting  house  or  a 
job  in  any  industrial  establishment.  A  mere  statement  of  what 
schooling  means  for  life  in  a  civilized  community  is  sufficient  to 
justify  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  laws  designed  to  bring  all 
the  children  to  school. 


MANUAL  TRAINING. 

Philadelphia  has  for  some  time  had  its  manual  training  high 
schools.  Other  cities  have  also  done  something  to  give  this  kind  of 
instruction.  The  needs  of  our  industrial  centres  have  of  late  years 
emphasized,  as  never  before,  the  importance  of  training  the  hand 
as  well  as  the  mind.  As  a  result  there  has  been  gratifying  progress 
in  the  establishment  of  schools  and  departments  for  teaching  manual 
training  and  domestic  science. 

Allegheny  City  now  has  eleven  manual  training  departments.  In 
Braddock,  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison  provided  facilities  for  instruction 
in  manual  training  and  domestic  science,  and  more  recently  a  forge 
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department  for  work  in  iron  and  other  metals.  In  Bradford,  Mr. 
John  Ley  equipped  a  complete  manual  training  school  which  opened 
with  three  hundred  pupils.  Erie  has  introduced  manual  training 
and  domestic  science.  In  Johnstown  instruction  is  given  to  all 
pupils  in  the  grammar  and  high  school  grades.  Pittsburg  has  three 
cooking  schools,  and  a  number  of  school  buildings  have  workshops. 
Wilkes-Barre  and  West  Chester  have  a  manual  training  department 
in  connection  with  the  high  school.  Mrs.  Abbey  K.  Smith  donated 
$50,000  for  a  manual  training  plant  in  Scranton.  Mr.  Levi  Smith 
gave  a  splendid  equipment  for  sewing,  cooking  and  other  forms 
of  instruction  to  the  new  high  school  of  Warren,  besides  a  costly 
collection  of  minerals. 

The  crowning  gift  of  the  year  remains  to  be  recorded.  Mr.  C.  M. 
Schwab  donated  to  the  borough  of  Homestead  the  most  complete 
building  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  was  dedicated  on  May 
16.  The  day  was  ideal  and  never  was  there  a  larger  or  more  enthu- 
siastic outpouring  of  people  in  connection  with  any  event  in  the 
school  history  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  mention  the  gift  of  a  magnificent 
public  school  building  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Schwab  to  the  borough  of 
Weatherly,  where  she  formerly  lived.  The  building  was  dedicated 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  Saturday,  September  19,  1903. 

THE  CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 

The  last  Legislature  appropriated  three  thousand  dollars  for  the 
erection  of  a  combined  school  house  and  teacher's  home  upon  the 
lands  of  the  reservation.  A  two-story  brick  building  with  a  base- 
ment for  manual  training  has  been  erected.  The  school  room  is 
upon  the  first  floor  and  the  teachers'  living  rooms  are  upon  the 
second  floor.  The  building  is  modern  in  every  respect.  Great  credit 
is  due  to  Senator  Cumings,  who  introduced  the  bill  and  secured 
its  passage,  and  to  the  three  commissioners,  Supt.  O.  J.  Gunning, 
Principal  W.  L.  McGowan  and  Homer  D.  Ensign,  who  superintended 
the  erection  of  the  edifice. 

KINDERGARTENS. 

Philadelphia  has,  for  more  than  a  decade,  maintained  kindergart- 
ens in  connection  with  the  public  schools.  Pittsburg  appropriates 
thirty  thousand  dollars  toward  the  support  of  kindergartens.  Alle- 
gheny City  has  fourteen  kindergartens,  with  several  more  in  sight. 
Scranton  has  thirteen  kindergartens.  Lancaster  offers  two  rooms 
for  the  kindergartens,  which  are  maintained  by  an  organization  of 
women.     The  cities  of  the  third  class  have  not  fully  waked  up  to 
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the  importance  of  this  adjunct  to  our  public  school  system.  At  no 
distant  day  the  kindergarten  will  be  regarded  not  merely  as  a  boon 
to  mothers  who  must  work  for  a  living,  but  as  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  children  in  congested  centres  of  population.  A  recent  law 
authorizes  school  boards  either  to  establish  kindergartens  or  to 
aid  in  their  establishment  for  children  between  the  ages  of  three 
and  six  years.  Sometimes  school  controllers  have  argued  against 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  kindergartens  on  the  basis  of 
our  present  Constitution.  It  has  been  inferred  that  when  the  Con- 
stitution enjoins  the  establishment  of  schools  for  children  above  the 
age  of  six  years,  it  forbids  taxation  for  the  education  of  children 
below  that  age.  A  similiar  argument  was  used  against  free  schools 
under  the  Constitution  of  1838  which  (Article  VII,  Section  1)  enjoined 
"rhe  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the  State  in  such  manner 
that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis."  The  Supreme  Court  (Common- 
wealth vs.  Hartman,  17  Pa.  118),  in  its  interpretation,  held  as  follows: 
''It  seems  to  be  believed  that  the  last  clause  of  this  section  is  a 
limitation  to  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  no  law  can 
be  constitutional  which  looks  to  any  other  than  that  of  teaching 
the  poor  gratis.  The  error  consists  in  supposing  this  to  define  the 
maximum  of  legislative  power,  while  in  truth  it  only  fixes  the  mini- 
mum. It  enjoins  them  to  do  this  much,  but  does  not  forbid  them 
to  do  more."  In  like  manner,  the  present  Constitution  (Article  X, 
Section  1)  does  not  forbid  provision  for  the  education  of  children 
under  six  years  of  age  in  kindergartens  supported  by  taxation. 

THE  COUNTY  INSTITUTE. 

Interest  in  the  county  institute  continues  to  grow.  A  higher  type 
of  lectures  is  beginning  to  prevail.  -  The  large  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers want  more  than  a  good  time  during  institute  week.  The  best 
instructors  make  the  assumption  of  brains  on  the  side  of  the  teach- 
ers. They  prefer  to  shoot  over  the  heads  of  the  audience  rather 
than  under  their  feet.  The  funny  story  is  now  seldom  told  for  its 
own  sake.  Humor  is  sometimes  needed  to  bring  a  lecturer  in  touch 
with  his  hearers.  But  when  humor  is  resorted  to  for  its  own  sake  in- 
stead of  being  employed  as  a  means  to  an  end,  it  ultimately  disgusts 
the  audience  and  nullifies  the  good  which  the  lecturer  might  other- 
wise do.  The  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  superintendents  enable 
them  to  get  the  best  talent  that  is  available  for  the  institute  plat- 
form. The  only  limitation  seems  to  be  the  size  of  the  audiences 
that  can  be  housed  in  a  single  building  or  reached  by  the  human 
voice.  At  this  point  superintendents  arc1  confronted  by  a  new  prob- 
lem. The  growth  of  the  audiences  will,  at  no  distant  day,  necessi- 
tate a  division  of  the  institute  into  sections  or  a  division  of  the 
large  county  into  two  sections  with  a  separate  institute  for  each. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

Two  summer  schools  were  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
School  Department — one  at  Mt.  Gretna  and  the  other  at  Naomi 
Pines,  on  the  Pocono  mountain.  Both  places  are  delightful  summer 
resorts,  where  progressive  teachers  can  combine  study  with  recre- 
tion.  The  attendance  at  each  of  these  summer  schools  was  encour- 
aging. The  earnest  interest  shown  by  those  in  attendance  indicates 
that  there  is  a  held  for  schools  which  do  aim  at  something  higher 
than  to  prepare  teachers  for  examinations.  The  teacher  who  has 
won  a  permanent  certificate  can  afford  to  forget  useless  details 
while  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  branches  from  a  pedagogical  point 
of  view.  Those  who  desire  to  grow  in  their  professional  life  are 
ever  seeking  new  opportunities  for  culture.  Free  tuition  was  of- 
fered in  algebra,  geometry,  history,  civil  government,  advanced  read- 
ing, vocal  music,  child  study,  psychology,  history  of  education,  Eng- 
lish, Latin,  drawing,  rafia,  black  board  sketching  and  methods  of 
instruction. 

During  the  coming  year  a  third  school  of  this  kind  will  be  con- 
ducted at  Ebensburg,  on  the  Allegheny  mountains. 

READING  CIRGLES. 

Years  ago  the  attempt  was  made  to  organize  a  State  Reading 
Circle  and  for  reasons  which  need  not  be  specified  the  project  failed. 
Ohio.  Indiana  and  a  number  of  other  states  were  more  successful. 
The  idea  originated  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  carried  to  other  states, 
where  it  found  a  more  congenial  soil.  Of  late  years  the  county 
superintendents  have  taken  up"  the  plan,  and  successful  reading 
circles  have  beeu  conducted  in  many  towns.  It  seems  wisest,  for  the 
time,  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities  instead 
of  trying  to  establish  uniform  courses  of  reading  among  the  teachers 
of  a  Commonwealth  with  such  diversified  interests,  standards  and 
needs.  Local  initiative  often  supplies  what  the  government  utterly 
fails  to  accomplish. 

TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

The  movement  in  the  direction  of  the  township  high  school  has 
been  successful  beyond  the  most  ardent  expectations  of  its  most 
sanguine  friends.  The  number  in  operation  during  the  last  year 
was  121.  The  appropriation  was  only  sufficient  to  pay  first  grade 
schools  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  second  grade  schools 
two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  third  grade  schools  one  hun- 
dred and  sixtv-four  dollars.     Since  the  amount  for  the  current  year 
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was  doubled  by  the  last  Legislature  it  will  be  possible  to  pay  the 
maximum  amount  fixed  by  law  more  nearly  during  1904.  More 
liberal  legislative  aid  at  this  point  would  accomplish  wonders  in  the 
next  ten  years. 

THE  EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBIT  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

The  centennial  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase,,  which  is  to  be  cele- 
brated by  the  World's  Exposition  at  St.  Louis,  will  furnish  the 
opportunity  for  an  exhibit  of  American  schools.  The  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  makes  a  larger  appropriation  for  public  schools  than 
any  other  State  of  the  Union.  Hence,  our  educational  system  should 
make  a  fine  display  of  school  work.  The  Pennsylvania  school  ex- 
hibit is  in  charge  of  Superintendent  Addison  M.  Jones,  of  West 
Chester.  The  Superintendents,  directors,  teachers  and  pupils  should 
consider  it  a  privilege,  as  Avell  as  a  duty,  to  aid  him  in  making 
a  creditable  display  of  the  work  and  progress  of  our  public  schools 
since  the  founding  of  the  system  in  1834. 

THE  COTTINGHAM  CELEBRATION. 

It  is  impossible  to  dose  this  report  without  a  reference  to  a  unique 
celebration  in  the  city  of  Easton.  In  August,  1853,  W.  W.  Cotting- 
ham  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Easton,  and  he  has 
held  the  office  ever  since  practically  without  opposition.  To  cele- 
brate this  long  career  of  useful  service  Wednesday,  October  28,  1903, 
was  set  apart.  During  the  day  the  new  Carnegie  library  was  dedi- 
cated. Speeches  in  commemoration  of  his  services  as  the  head  of 
the  city  system  were  made  and  in  the  evening  a  banquet  was  given 
in  his  honor.  The  people  of  Easton  do  not  believe  in  rotation  in  office 
as  applied  to  the  schools,  but  prefer  to  hold  on  to  an  official  under 
whose  administration  the  educational  system  has  attained  a  high 
grade  of  efficiency.  The  name  of  Cottingham  will  be  spoken  by 
the  children  now  at  school  in  rehearsing  the  glories  of  by-gone  days 
to  the  generations  yet  unborn,  and  his  career  will  be  pointed  out 
all  over  the  land  as  a  splendid  instance  of  the  tendency  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  lift  the  schools  above  the  mutations  of  politics  and  party 
spoils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Bupt.  of  Public  Instruction. 

Harrisburg,  Nov.  12, 1903. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, 


STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending  June  1,  1903 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,545 

Number  of  schools, 30,349 

Number  of  graded  schools, 18,510 

Number  of  superintendents, 144 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,243 

Number  of  female  teachers 23,206 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 31,449 

*Whole  number  of  directors, 16,118 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, $44  82 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 34  11 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.32 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,193,669 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 883,865 

Cost  of  school  houses — purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc., $4,728,518  72 

Teachers'  wages, 12,552,491  07 

Cost  of  school  text-books, 856,795  78 

*Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text-books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc., 470,350  82 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,     5,746,731  74 

Total  expenditures 24,354,888  23 

State    appropriation    for   common    schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  1,  1903, 5,525,000  00 

Appropriation  for  frge  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  schools  for  school  year  ending  June  1,  1903,  200,000  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  school, 25,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 68,523,701  44 


•Philadelphia  not  Included  In  this  Item. 
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Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  2, 
1902.     (Including  Philadelphia.) 

Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 12 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 1,348 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 718 

Decrease  in  number  of  male  teachers, 342 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 1,151 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $1  81 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  76 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term  in  months, 03 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 30,160 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,  f 720,619  69 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  365,957  63 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid, 198,768  25 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with 

Number  of  districts 2,544  Increase, 

Number  of  schools, 26,583  Increase, 

Number  of  pupils, 1,035,196  Increase, 

Average  daily  attendance,  751,000  Increase, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  .  .  .85  Increase, 
Average  length  of  school 

term  in  months,  8.08  Increase, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  8,014  Decrease, 

Number  of  female  teachers,  19,669  Increase, 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  27,683  Increase, 
Average    salary    of    male 

teachers  per  month,  .  . .  $44  77  Increase, 
Average  salary  of  female 

teachers  per  month,  ...  34  10  Increase, 
Cost    of    school    supplies 

other  than  text-books,.  .  470,350  82  Increase, 

Teachers'  wages, 9,950,491  38  Increase, 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  .  .  5,386,212  07  Increase, 

Cost  of  text-books, 713,297  09  Increase, 

Purchasing,    building   and 

repairing  houses, 3,647,771  24  Increase, 

Total  expenditures 20,168,122  60  Increase, 

Average  number  of  mills 

levied    for    school  pur- 
poses,   5.51  Increase, 


Comparisons. 

12 

602 

24,576 

12,426 

.01 

.03 

362 

1,055 

693 

$1  79 

76 

10,545  73 
648,085  43 
203,283  15 

40,819  02 

460,988  06 
1,363,721  39 
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Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  building 
purposes,   

Amount  of  tax  levied,  . .  . 


2.95 
12,171,179  60 


Increase, 
Decrease. 


.07 
516,236  20 


Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools, 3,766 

Number  of  male  teachers, 229 

Number  of  female  teachers,   3,537 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $182  20 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 62  20 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 158,473 

Average  attendance,   132,865 

Teachers'  wages, $2,601,999  69 

Cost  of  school  houses  and  repairs, 1,080,747  48 

Cost  of  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  ....  501,518  46 
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REPORTS 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  can  safely  say  that  we 
have  made  much  progress  and  though  we  have  not  reached  the  stand- 
ard of  elTicienc3r  for  which  we  have  striven,  we  are  encouraged  in  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  general  feeling  in  favor  of  advancement  in  the 
count}'.  Notwithstanding  the  evidences  of  progress,  too  little  inter- 
est is  manifested  by  patrons  and  directors  in  visiting  the  schools. 
A  director  may  think  that  he  can  accomplish  nothing  for  the  school 
by  spending  a  little  time  in  it,  but  let  any  board  observe  the  law  in 
regard  to  visitation,  and  the  result  will  be  increased  attendance,  at- 
tention and  interest  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

New  Buildings. 

One  new  house  was  built  at  Idaville,  Huntingdon  township,  and 
one  at  Bender's  church,  Butler  township.  The  former  is  a  handsome 
frame  building  sixty-eight  by  thirty  feet,  ceiling  twelve  feet,  con- 
taining two  rooms,  and  wainscoted  to  the  height  of  three  feet.  It 
has  a  slate  roof,  vestibule,  porch,  belfry  and  bell.  The  rooms  are 
furnished  with  slate  surface  and  patent  desks.  Cost  of  building 
$1,700.  The  latter  is  a  beautiful  brick  house  twenty-eight  by  thirty- 
two  feet  with  ceiling  ten  feet,  and  wainscoting  three  feet  all  around 
the  room.  The  room  is  finely  furnished  with  plenty  of  slate  surface 
and  patent  desks.     Cost  about  $1,300. 

These  new  buildings  reflect  much  credit  upon  the  directors,  and 
are  appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  lo- 
cated. 

(l) 
1—5—1908 
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Directors  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  school  houses  can- 
not be  too  substantial  or  handsome  for  the  boys  and  the  girls  who 
spend  most  of  the  time  within  their  walls.  Neither  can  the  school 
grounds  be  too  beautiful  or  too  well  kept  for  them  to  play  upon  or 
look  upon.  School  lots  should  be  enclosed  by  fences,  then  they  can 
be  and  should  be  suitably  improved  by  ornamenting  them  Avith  shade 
trees  and  shrubbery. 

Improvements  and  Apparatus. 

Hamilton  township  repaired  the  Seven  Hundred  house — the  oldest 
bouse  in  the  county — by  laying  a  new  floor,  raising  the  ceiling,  re- 
plastering  and  wainscoting  the  interior,  repainting  inside  and  out- 
side, and  putting  on  a  new  slate  roof.  A  cupola  and  bell  have  also 
been  placed  on  the  building.     Cost  about  -f335. 

The  furnace  at  Pine  Bun  was  moved  to  a.  different  part  of  the  cel- 
lar and  tiling  was  laid  in  the  drain.  A  portion  of  the  floor  was  re- 
laid  in  the  Green  Ridge  house. 

The  Mcllhenny  house  in  Freedom  was  wainscoted  to  the  height 
of  three  feet,  repainted  and  a  new  roof  put  on. 

Union  township  directors  laid  a  new  floor  and  repainted  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  house. 

Littlestown  laid  a  new  pavement  around  its  building  and  purchased 
five  sets  of  outline  maps. 

Germany  district  repaired  the  Mount  Vernon  house  by  putting  in 
a  new  floor.  New  flag  poles  were  erected  at  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Slate  Ridge  from  which  float  new  flags  which  are  gifts  from  the  P. 
O.  S.  of  A.  of  Littlestown. 

Huntingdon  supplied  one  house  with  a  complete  set  of  outline 
maps  and  placed  a  new  stove  in  the  house  at  Miller's. 

Latimore  erected  new  water  closets  at  State  Road  and  Bushey's. 

The  Cranberry  house  in  Tyrone  was  re-roofed. 

New  Oxford  purchased  a  pencil  sharpener  for  the  use  of  the  schools. 

Gettysburg  purchased  about  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  apparatus  for 
the  department  of  Natural  Philosophy. 

As  a  rule  the  directors  keep  the  houses  and  outbuildings  in  better 
repair  than  in  former  years,  but  still  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
ment in  some  districts  where  the  buildings  are  sadly  neglected  and 
wholly  unfit  for  school  purposes.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  first-class 
houses  will  be  erected  in  their  places.  This  should  be  done  at  an 
early  day. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Gettysburg, 
November  24-28th.     The  attendance  was  large  and  enthusiastic.     All 
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the  teachers  but  two  were  in  attendance.  The  exercises  and  instruc- 
tions were  interesting  and  practical.  Those  in  attendance  univer- 
sally pronounced  it  the  most  successful  institute  ever  held  in  Adams 
county.  Instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr. 
Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  John  A.  Hair  and  Prof.  L.  M.  Sniff.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  John  A.  Dimes  and  Prof. 
Heydrick.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Brumbaugh,  and 
Dr.  Hulley.  and  tine  musical  entertainments  were  given  by  During's 
Swedish  Ladies'  Quintette,  Grand  Recital  Company  and  the  Brock- 
way  Jubilee  Singers. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  eleventh  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  on  Tuesday  of  the  week  of  the  County  Teachers'  Institute  and 
was  fairly  well  attended  by  directors. 

The  twelfth  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  in  the  court  house, 
Gettysburg,  January  17.  The  sessions  were  well  attended  by  direc- 
tors, nearly  all  of  the  districts  being  represented.  Questions  with 
which  directors  are  constantly  coining  in  contact  were  considered. 

First,  "Is  Mental  Arithmetic  Taught  Properly  in  Our  Schools?" 
second,  "How  Can  Parents  Help  the  School?"  third,  "What  Qualifi- 
cations Should  be  Considered  by  Directors  in  the  Selection  of  Teach- 
ers?" Dr.  N.  0.  Schaeffer  who  was  in  attendance  made  a  strong  plea 
for  increased  salaries  for  teachers,  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
school  law  and  for  township  high  schools.  The  officers  are:  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  T.  C.  Billheimer,  of  Gettysburg;  Vice  President,  C.  L.  Longs- 
dorf,  of  Menallen;  Secretary,  H.  F.  Stambaugh,  of  Berwick  borough; 
Treasurer,  Chas.  H.  Buff,  of  Gettysburg. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  directors  present  that  a  more  successful 
meeting  can  be  held  at  another  time  than  during  the  week  of  county 
institute.  And  now,  since  directors  who  attend  the  conventions  will 
receive  mileage — both  ways — and  the  expenses  of  the  convention 
will  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury,  providing  they  shall  uot  ex- 
ceed $100,  the  attendance  on  their  part  should  be  quite  large.  This 
was  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  conventions  ever  held  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

H.  F.  Stambaugh,  secretary  of  the  Association,  was  the  representa- 
tive at  the  Directors'  State  Convention,  which  convened  at  Harris- 
burg  in  February. 

District  Institutes. 

District  institutes  were  held  at  Littlestown,  Arendtsville,  New  Ox- 
ford, Bendersville,  East  Berlin,  York  Springs,  Bermudian,  Heidlers 
burg,  Fairfield,  Gettysburg  and  Boyd's,  Cumberland  township.     The 
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Rev.  S.  A.  Fox,  Miss  Spencer,  and  the  county  superintendent  gave 
assistance  at  some  of  these  meetings.  Most  of  the  institutes  were 
well  attended  by  teachers  and  by  the  public.  Interesting  pro- 
grammes were  rendered. 

There  are  some  teachers,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  who  never  attend  local 
institutes  or  educational  meetings  of  any  sort,  except  the  county  in- 
stitutes for  which  they  are  paid.  The  class  who  shirk  institutes  and 
the  labor  of  the  school  room  are  simply  puting  in  time  for  the  money. 
"If  a  teacher  cannot  spend  time  to  discuss  educational  questions,  to 
attend  educational  meetings,  to  make  careful  preparations  out  of 
school  for  the  labors  of  the  school  room,  another  should  be  found  who 
is  not  so  much  engaged,  and  who  is  not  content  to  teach  as  well  to-day 
as  he  taught  yesterday." 

I  am  glad  to  state,  however,  that  most  of  our  teachers  are  well 
qualified,  morally,  intellectually  and  socially,  and  labor  faithfully  in 
the  school  room  and  at  institutes,  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
cause  which  they  have  espoused.  The  services  and  influences  of  such 
teachers  cannot  be  estimated  in  dollars  and  cents. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  regularly  in 
many  districts  during  the  winter.  Reading  and  Mount  Joy  townships 
deserve  special  mention,  for  their  successful  and  interesting  meetings. 

Annual  Teachers'  Meetings. 

I  held  teachers'  meetings,  the  last  week  in  August,  at  the  follow- 
ing places: 

New  Oxford,  Arendtsville,  Littlestown,  Biglerville,  York  Springs, 
Hampton,  Fairfield  and  Gettysburg.  At  these  meetings  I  outlined 
work  for  the  year  and  called  the  attention  of  teachers  to  certain 
phases  of  work  to  be  emphasized. 

Some  of  the  subjects  discussed  were  regular  attendance,  reading, 
penmanship,  position  before  class,  and  the  proper  use  of  the  text- 
book. A  large  majority  of  our  teachers  were  in  attendance  at  one  or 
more  of  these  gatherings.  The  advantage  of  these  meetings  to  the 
teacher  and  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  schools  is  not  ques- 
tioned. 

Graduation. 

On  March  2lst,  the  central  examinations  were  held  throughout  the 
county,  at  which  time  sixty-nine  pupils  of  the  public  schools  were 
examined. 
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The  final  examination  of  pupils  for  the  common  school  diploma  was 
lield  at  Gettysburg,  April  4th.  Of  those  who  took  this  examination 
forty-one,  nineteen  boys  and  twenty-two  girls,  received  diplomas. 

The  annual  commencement  of  the  Gettysburg  high  school  was  held 
in  May.  There  were  twenty-two  graduates,  live  boys  and  seventeen 
girls.  The  address  to  the  class  was  delivered  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Siugmaster. 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Bender,  president  of  the  school  board,  presented  the 
diplomas. 

The  second  annual  commencement  of  the  Littlestown  high  school 
was  held  May  first,  when  a  class  of  eight,  two  boys  and  six  girls,  were 
graduated.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Hull  addressed  the  class.  The  diplomas 
were  presented  by  the  county  superintendent. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

To  the  pupils  who  attended  every  day  of  the  term,  is  granted  a  cer- 
tificate of  award  by  the  county  superintendent.  This  certificate  en- 
titles them  to  have  their  names  placed  upon  the  roll  of  honor  which  is 
published  in  the  April  School  Bulletin.  Last  year  250  were  perfect 
in  attendance,  this  year  390.  There  are  children  in  1he  county  who 
have  not  missed  a  day  for  eight  terms.  While  the  attendance  in  cer- 
tain districts  was  very  good,  in  some  it  was  miserably  poor.  Noth- 
ing so  seriously  hinders  the  progress  of  the  schools  as  irregular  at- 
tendance. Parents  and  guardians  are  responsible  for  this  condition 
of  affairs.  How  can  they  intentionally  be  a  barrier  to  their  children's 
progress? 

Terms  Lengthened. 

The  boroughs  of  York  Springs  and  Berwick  lengthened  their  terms 
from  seven  to  eight  months.  Other  districts  should  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 

Increased   Salaries. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  were  increased  in  the  following  districts: 
Fairfield  borough,  Mount  Joy.  Tyrone  and  Hamiltonban  townships. 
Most  of  the  districts  have  raised  their  salaries  for  next  year  in  order 
to  avoid  the  sudden  large  increase  in  1904,  when  the  minimum  salary 
law  will  go  into  effect. 

In  Memoriam. 

During  the  year,  death  removed  from  us  Prof.  John  C.  Ellis  and 
Mr.  George  H.  Coulson.     Prof.  Ellis  was  appointed  county  superin- 
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tendent  in  October,  1859,  to  succeed  Supt.  J.  Kerr  Mcllhenny  and, 
held  that  office  until  May,  1803,  when  Prof.  Aaron  Sheely  was  elected 
to  succeed  him.     Prof.  Ellis  was  a  successful  superintendent. 

Mr.  George  H.  Coulson  was  a  member  of  the  Conewago  Indepen- 
dent school  board.  He  was  a  good  director  and  an  estimable  gentle- 
man. 

Biglerville  Borough. 

Biglerville  borough  was  taken  from  Butler  township  and  incorpo- 
rated May  20,  1903.  The  members  of  the  school  board  are  Mr.  C.  P. 
K.  Walter,  president;  Mr.  W.  E.  Kapp,  secretary;  Mr.  Aaron  Arnold, 
treasurer;  Mr.  Peter  Eckenrode,  EL  P.  Sandoe  and  Thomas  Minter. 
There  are  two  schools  in  the  borough.  The  first  teachers  are  Miss 
Annie  Swartz  and  Miss  Lida  D.  Hoffman. 

Conclusion. 

I  thank  the  county  papers  which  have  been  active  in  the  cause  of 
education  and  have  done  much  for  our  schools.  Their  columns  are 
always  open  for  educational  articles  and  school  notes. 

I  thank  teachers  and  directors  for  kindness  and  co-operation  in  the 
improvement  of  our  schools. 

I  thank  friends  of  education  and  citizens  for  good  will  and  hospi- 
tality. 

I  thank  the  boys  and  the  girls  for  confidence  and  courtesy. 

I  thank  the  Department  of  Puplic  Instruction  for  counsel  and  en- 
couragement in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


There  is  nothing  unusual  to  record  of  our  school  work  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  singularly  free  from  the  excitements  that  are 
always  attendant  upon  the  airing  of  fads  or  the  riding  of  hobbies, 
while  the  regular  work  along  legitimate  lines  has  been  carried 
forward  quietly,  persistently  and  systematically.  On  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  the  record  is  one  of  intelligent,  philosophic  method,  of  earn- 
est and  persistent  effort  and  of  faithful  and  efficient  service.  On  the 
part  of  the  children,  the  interest  has  been  commendable  and  the 
growth  natural  and  substantial.     They  have  attended  tlie  school,  pre- 
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pared  the  work,  taken  their  part  in  the  recitation  ami  in  most  rases 
submitted  themselves  gracefully  to  the  rightful  authority  of  the 
teacher.  Iu  returu  their  expanding  minds  have  been  instructed,  their 
faculties  trained,  their  habits  formed  and  fixed,  and  their  whole  char- 
acter in  a  measure  developed  and  recast  in  the  ideal  molds  of  a  purer 
and  higher  life.  The  work,  however,  lias  been  to  some  extent  im- 
paired by  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases.  This  is  especially 
true  with  reference  to  small-pox.  Never,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of 
our  county  have  our  educational  interests  suffered  so  much  from  it. 
And  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  possibly  $100,000  of  the  school 
funds  of  the  county  were  spent  in  keeping  it  in  cheek. 


Teachers. 

Our  teaching  force  is  gradually  improving  in  its  efficiency.  As  a 
rule  our  teachers  are  well  qualified  in  scholastic  attainment  and  well 
skilled  in  the  art  of  teaching.  They  come  to  their  work  over  three 
main  avenues.  One  is  the  route  of  the  provisional  certificate,  another 
by  way  of  the  normal  shchool  and  the  third  by  way  of  the  college. 
While  many  good  teachers  come  by  way  of  the  provisional  certifi- 
cate, it  is  apparent  to  all,  by  reason  of  the  special  preparation  in  the 
normal  school,  and  the  enlarged  scholastic  opportunities  of  the  col- 
lege, that  the  best  ought  to  come  from  them.  The  proportion  of  our 
teachers  that  come  from  the  normal  school  and  the  college  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  proportion  of  those  who  take  the  provisional  ex- 
amination from  year  to  year  is  rapidly  decreasing.  As  a  rule  the 
growing  teacher  is  always  looking  for  something  bigger  in  responsi- 
bility and  better  in  salary.  This  brings  into  our  best  positions  the 
most  desirable  applicants  from  adjoining  counties.  This  more  than 
compensates  for  the  many  good  teachers  that  annually  leave  us  to 
accept  still  better  positions  in  the  cities.  But  the  fact  that  we  an- 
nually get  more  good  teachers  than  we  lose,  and  that  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  our  teachers  from  year  to  year  enters  the  profession  by 
way  of  the  provisional  certificate,  clearly  indicates  that  our  teaching 
force  is  gradually  and  permanently  improving. 


Uujust  Criticism. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  some  parts  of  the  county  to  expect  too  much 
from  the  schools,  and  to  make  them  the  scape  goats  for  all  the  short- 
comings of  the  children.  We  have  faith  in  the  work  of  the  school, 
but  it  cannot  do  everything  for  the  child.  Other  sources  must  make 
their  contribution  to  his  worth.  Education  cannot  create  mental 
equipment,  it  can  only  train  and  develop  it.     It  cannot  add  to  the 
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number  of  tools  in  his  mental  tool  chest,  it  can  only  give  temper, 
edge  and  handle  to  them,  and  skill  in  their  use.  Jt  is  one  but  not  all 
of  the  influences  that  develop  his  character.  Heredity  and  environ- 
ment as  factors  in  education  must  not  be  omitted.  Heredity  gives 
quality  and  texture  to  brain  fiber,  tendency  to  culture  and  character, 
and  to  some  extent  determines  the  progress  of  the  child's  work. 
Everything  around  the  child  registers  its  influence  within  him.  And 
the  best  results  come  in  the  largest  measure  when  heredity  and  en- 
vironment co-operate  with  the  school. 

If  a  child  has  little  inherited  tendency  toward  culture  and  learn- 
ing, and  is  ''born  short,"  he  cannot  be  expected  to  lead  the  school  in 
his  work.  If  he  is  reared  iu  a  home  where  he  is  a  stranger  to  habits 
of  cleanliness,  thrift,  industry,  neatness  and  obedience,  the  best  school 
will  experience  great  difficulty  in  making  these  virtues  corner  stones 
in  his  character.  If  the  children  are  on  terms  of  intimate  friendship 
in  the  home,  with  indifference,  laziness,  deceit,  falsehood  and  pro- 
fanity, it  will  be  found  a  very  difficulty  task  to  sever  the  bonds  of 
this  friendship  and  remove  these  vices  entirely  from  the  school. 
Our  schools  are  doing  much  for  the  child.  But  it  is  unfair  to  make 
them  solely  responsible  for  his  progress,  his  character,  or  even  his 
defective  English.  The  tap  roots  of  these  reach  out  beyond  the 
schoolroom  into  the  soil  of  heredity  and  are  nourished  by  the  daily 
food  of  home  environment. 

Drawing. 

In  this  department  we  have  little  to  report.  Throughout  the 
county  this  subject  has  not  received  the  attention  its  importance  de- 
mands. Individual  teachers  here  and  there  have  given  a  little 
fragmentary  instruction,  but  upon  the  whole  nothing  worthy  of  note 
has  been  accomplished.  In  Oakmont,  Edgewood,  Swissvale,  Rankin, 
Millvale,  Elizabeth,  Pitcairn,  Mt.  Oliver,  Wilkinsburg,  Homestead, 
Braddock  and  Duquesne  the  subject  has  been  regularly  introduced, 
and  under  the  supervision  of  special  teachers,  excellent  results  are 
being  attained.  But  outside  of  these  districts  and  the  work  of  the 
individual  teacher,  nothing  has  been  done. 

Our  children  need  the  education  of  utility  as  well  as  the  education 
of  scholarship.  They  should  be  able  to  do,  as  well  as  to  know.  The 
scholar  may,  or  may  not  be  a  useful  man  in  the  world.  The  recep- 
tion, contemplation  and  assimilation  of  truth  make  the  scholar,  but 
it  is  the  expression  of  it  in  some  form  that  makes  the  useful  man. 
The  tongue  and  the  hand  are  the  means  through  which  the  mind 
within  makes  itself  useful  to  the  world  without.  Both  are  important 
and  both  should  be  carefully  trained.  We  train  the  tongue  to  give 
expression  to  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  soul  in  language  and 
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hi  song.  And  so  important  is  this  language  that  we  train  the  hand 
to  give  to  it  written  expression;  and  here  the  training  of  the  hand  in. 
the  ordinary  school  ends.  We  are  not  over-training  the  tongue,  but 
we  are  certainly  neglecting  the  eye  and  the  hand. 

The  tongue  has  two  forms  of  expression,  language  and  music;  the 
hand  has  six,  writing,  drawing,  sculpture,  painting,  architecture,  and 
the  mechanic  arts.  Drawing  lies  at  the  foundation  of  each  of  the 
others.  Even  in  writing,  the  child  generally  begins  by  drawing  the 
letter  form.  We  are  not  living  in  an  age  especially  noted  for  its 
sculpture  and  painting,  but  our  civilization  may  well  boast  of  its  pro- 
gress in  the  mechanic  arts  and  in  utilitarian  architecture.  Half  our 
people  are  dependent  upon  them  for  their  livelihood.  And  shall  their 
children  be  denied  the  training  which  not  only  gives  good  mental 
development,  but  which  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  industrial 
life  they  must  lead?  We  hear  much  in  this  day  about  manual  train- 
ing. Drawing  is  the  gateway  to  the  whole  field.  It  trains  not  only 
the  hand  but  the  eye  and  the  intellect  as  wrell.  It  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  the  mechanic  arts,  and  leads  the  child  along  the  intellectual 
heights  to  a  life  of  usefulness. 

In  the  early  day  when  the  people  lived  in  the  country  and  when  all 
work  was  done  by  hand,  there  was  not  the  necessity  for  manual  train- 
ing that  now  exists.  The  age  was  an  agricultural,  not  a  mechanical 
one.  The  boy  got  some  manual  training  in  his  efforts  to  chop,  saw, 
drive  a  nail,  make  a  rat-trap,  mend  the  harness,  put  a  tooth  in  the 
hay-rake,  sharp  a  scythe,  and  in  a  dozen  other  kinds  of  employment. 
The  girl  got  some  manual  training  in  her  efforts  to  knit,  sew,  cut  out 
a  garment,  mend  a  dress,  trim  a  hat,  darn  a  stocking,  and  dress  a 
doll.  The  country  children  still  get  some  of  this  training,  but  much 
of  the  work  formerly  done  by  hand  is  now  done  by  machinery.  But 
in  this  county  one-half  of  our  children  live  in  villages,  and  thus  are 
robbed  of  these  opportunities  for  manual  development  which  came 
to  the  country  child  in  the  early  day.  For  all  these  we  need  more 
training  for  the  hand,  manual  training  if  you  please,  and  drawing  is 
the  first  step  in  that  direction. 

Our  schools  have  done  much,  but  there  are  still  many  educational 
misfits  and  useless  people  in  the  world.  And  it  is  possible  that  our 
common  schools  can  do  more  than  they  have  done  to  lessen  that  num- 
ber, by  emphasizing  that  part  of  our  work  that  leads  to  usefulness  as 
well  as  to  scholarship,  and  that  connects  intellect  with  industry. 
They  can,  at  least,  in  this  mechanical  age  and  in  this  industrial  cen- 
ter give  each  child  the  advantage  of  a  course  in  drawing.  Not  only 
because  of  its  intellectual  value,  but  because  it  lies  at  the  foundation 
of.  and  leads  directlv  to  a  life  of  usefulness  in  manual  industrv. 
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Mr.  Carnegie  has  given  wbat  will  prove  to  be  the  best  equipped 
technical  school  in  the  land,  not  to  Pittsburg  alone  but  to  the  com- 
munity of  which  it  is  the  center.  Municipal  lines  cannot  hem  in  the 
influences  of  this  school  and  keep  them  from  our  children,  if  they  are 
prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  work  it  will  offer.  Drawing  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  much  of  the  work  in  such  a  school,  and  by 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  train  them  in  this  department,  we  virtually 
close  some  of  the  most  important  doors  of  that  school  upon  them. 
Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  are  giving  excellent  instruction  in  this  de 
partment  and  thus  are  preparing  their  children  to  receive  what  that 
school  will  offer.  And  the  county  ought  to  be  willing  to  do  for  its 
children  what  the  cities  are  doing  so  well  for  theirs. 

In  this  matter,  however,  it  is  very  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report 
that  five  districts,  including  about  3,000  children,  introduced  this 
subject  during  the  year,  and  we  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
every  child  will  have  the  opportunities  which  regular  instruction  in 
drawing  affords. 

Principals  Round  Table. 

This  organization  has  been  in  existence  for  several  years.  It  is 
composed  of  the  principals  of  the  local  schools  and  many  of  the  prin- 
cipals and  teachers  of  the  various  high  schools.  Its  work  is  carefully 
planned,  and  meetings  are  held  monthly  during  the  school  term.  En- 
rolled among  its  members  are  many  of  strong  personality,  broad  cul- 
ture, generous  scholarship  and  superior  attainment.  It  is  in  short 
a  fine  body  of  teachers  which  is  doing  much  to  clarify  and  warm 
the  social  atmosphere,  to  feed  the  fires  of  professional  zeal,  to  raise 
the  standard  of  culture,  and  to  aid  in  giving  tone,  character  and 
unity  to  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 

New  Districts. 

During  the  past  year  seven  new  districts  have  been  formed,  six 
boroughs  and  one  township.  This  is  the  largest  number  of  districts 
ever  organized  in  one  year  in  the  history  of  the  county,  and  with 
them  the  total  number  now  in  the  county  is  one  hundred  and  twelve. 

New  Buildings. 

Many  new  buildings  have  been  erected  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
growth  in  population.  All  of  these  may  be  regarded  as  first  class  in 
design  and  in  construction.  They  are  fitted  up  with  every  modern 
convenience  and  as  models  of  beauty  and  utility  they  stand  as  fitting 
monuments  to  (he  work  of  education,  to  the  advanced  educational 
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sentiment  of  the  community,  and  to  the  wisdom  and  good  judgment 
of  architects  and  directors.  These  new  buildings  are  in  Crafton, 
Knoxville,  Duquesne,  Natrona,  Brackenridge,  West  Homestead,  Bald- 
win, Swissvale,  Rankin  and  Reserve. 

Official  Duties. 

During  the  year  we  were  able  to  make  905  visits  to  the  schools  of 
the  county,  and  to  take  pari  in  about  70  educational  meetings.  This 
I  believe  is  a  good  record.  On  the  occasion  of  our  last  election  it  was 
charged  by  some  who  favored  the  election  of  other  candidates,  that 
I  would  be  physically  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 
This  years  record  is  the  answer  we  make  to  all  such  claims.  The 
work  was  not  always  easy,  but  every  man  has  some  difficulties  to 
overcome,  and  the  real  test  of  life  is  what  we  can  do,  not  under  favor- 
able, but  in  spite  of  unfavorable  conditions.  Then  every  struggle 
meets  out  its  own  reward,  for  "strength  comes  from  wrestling,  and 
character  from  enduring." 

Conclusion. 

Our  county  is  now  in  the  midst  of  its  greatest  industrial  prosperity. 
The  air  is  black  with  the  smoke  of  countless  chimneys,  and  the  sky 
lurid  with  the  flame  from  a  thousand  furnaces.  The  whir  of  mach- 
inery, the  roar  of  the  engine,  and  the  tapping  of  hammers  swell  the 
chorus  of  an  industrial  anthem  whose  music  is  heard  around  the 
world.  The  people  talk  of  money,  stocks,  banks,  trust  companies, 
corporations,  trusts,  mergers  and  combinations  with  a  familiarity 
never  before  known.  Money  is  king,  and  hustle  is  his  prime  minis- 
ter. We  count  time  by  seconds  and  wealth  by  millions.  Industrial 
prosperity  is  in  earth,  and  air  and  sky;  it  is  the  watch  word  of  the 
hour  and  no  class  rejoices  more  in  its  reign  than  the  school  people. 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  this  material  prosperity  we  must  not  forget 
the  child.  For  inteligence  is  better  than  industry;  wisdom,  better 
than  wealth;  morality,  better  than  money;  brains,  better  than  boil- 
ers; and  minds,  better  than  mills.  The  material  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  supersede  and  overshadow  the  moral,  or  we  may  illustrate 
and  confirm  the  truth  of  Goldsmith's  famous  couplet, 

111  fares  the  land  to  hastening  ills  a  prey — 
Where  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay. 

The  same  policy  that  has  made  us  great  industrially  will  make  us 
great  educationally.  We  take  our  natural  resources,  augment  them 
with  what  we  need  from  every  source,  work  all  into  the  finest  pro- 
ducts, use  what  we  need  and  sell  the  rest  for  the  best  prices  in  the 
markets  of  the  world.  Gone  will  be  the  banner  of  our  prosperity  and 
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supremacy  when  we  fail  to  work  up  our  own  material  for  the  de- 
mands of  the  markets.  And  gone  will  be  the  banner  of  our  great- 
ness just  as  surely,  when  we  fail  to  train  our  raw  material  in  brains 
to  the  highest  power  and  the  most  perfect  skill.  We  are  justly  proud 
of  our  natural  resources  and  of  the  mills  that  prepare  them  for  the 
i  se  of  man.  We  ought  to  take  as  much  pride  in  the  child  and  in  the 
school  that  prepares  him  to  maintain  and  to  advance  our  commercial 
and  industrial  supremacy.  We  have  been  energetic,  earnest,  faithful 
along  all  material  lines,  let  us  be  just  as  energetic,  earnest  and  faith- 
ful in  our  educational  work.  The  material  "world  was  not  built 
for  sluggards,"  neither  was  the  moral  .  And  when  there  is  great  in- 
terest and  activity  in  the  one,  there  should  be  interest  and  activity 
in  the  other. 

Teachers  and  directors  may  not  be  captains  of  industry,  but  they 
are  captains  of  education.  The  great  financial  trusts  pale  into  in- 
significance compared  to  the  sacred  trusts  committed  to  their  care. 
The  captains  of  education  mark  out  the  line,  and  the  captains  of  in- 
dustry build  the  roadway  of  human  progress.  And  the  former  must 
precede  the  latter  as  the  engineer  precedes  the  mechanic.  For  the 
mental  calls  forth  the  material,  as  the  thought  calls  forth  the  word- 
Every  material  thing  is  the  outgrowth  of  an  earlier  idea.  The  engine 
is  Watt's  idea  trimmed  up  with  wheels;  the  ocean  cable  is  Fields'  idea 
clad  in  garments  of  wire  and  electricity.  The  machine  is  the  me- 
chanic's idea  operating  in  harness  of  steel.  The  thinker  must  ever 
precede  the  doer  and  the  mind  is  ever  the  workshop  in  which  the 
real  shafts  of  human  progress  are  forged. 

And  the  captains  of  education  are  just  as  necessary  as  the  captains 
of  industry.  Take  a  few  scholars  out  of  the  past  and  what  would  we 
know  about  steam!  Blot  out  the  scientists  and  philosophers  who 
toiled  in  their  crude  laboratories  in  the  days  recent  and  remote,  and 
the  wheels  of  progress  are  turned  backward  a  thousand  years.  Great 
is  the  monument  that  modern  science  has  reared.  It  reaches  the  very 
heavens  and  stands  upon  ground  where  not  a  single  scientific  stone 
was  seen  a  hundred  years  ago.  But  it  is  the  scholars,  the  teachers, 
the  scientists  and  the  investigators  who  drew  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, supplied  the  material  and  supervised  its  construction.  Remove 
from  our  civilization  the  few  men  who  made  this  monument  possible, 
and  you  remove  the  furnace  and  the  mill  and  shop  and  the  factory, 
and  every  cause  that  helped  to  raise  the  banner  of  our  industrial 
supremacy. 

The  captains  of  industry  are  essential  to  the  world's  progress,  but 
not  more  so  than  the  captains  of  education.  Indeed,  the  success  of 
the  former  often  depends  upon  the  work  of  the  latter.  When  Benja- 
min Silliman,  a  professor  in  Yale  College,  made  a  scientific  chemical 
analysis  of  petroleum,  pointed  out  its  value  to  the  arts  and  outlined 
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the  best  mode  of  treatment  iu  order  to  yield  its  richest  results,  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  great  oil  industries  of  the  world.  They 
are  based  upon  the  analysis  of  to-day,  and  much  of  Rockefeller's  gold 
is  the  outgrowth  of  Silliman's  brain.  And  the  oil  industry  is  no  ex- 
ception. For  "all  our  arts  and  industries  have  blossomed  out  of 
science  as  leaves  out  of  a  tree."  And  the  success  of  every  captain 
of  industry  is  made  possible  because  of  the  work  of  some  captain  of 
education. 

And  in  this  county  between  the  captains  of  industry  and  the  cap- 
tains of  education  let  there  be  no  conflict,  but  mutual  sympathy  and 
co-operation.  Let  each  join  hand  and  heart  with  the  other  that  our 
educational  interests  may  go  down  the  pathway  of  the  future,  side 
by  side,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  our  industrial  greatness,  keep- 
ing perfect  step  in  the  onward  march  of  jjrogress,  each  ever  proving 
to  be  the  complement,  the  mainspring  and  the  support  of  the  other, 
and  neither  ever  remaining  entirely  satisfied  with  the  present  attain- 
ments of  the  other. 

Our  educational  forces  are  well  organized,  well  equipped  and  well 
manned.  We  have  great  resources,  fine  buildings,  earnest  teachers 
and  faithful  directors.  With  our  feet  firmly  planted  on  this  substan- 
tial foundation,  let  us  go  steadily  forward  with  the  sublime  purpose 
of  education  ever  in  view.  Let  us  demand  the  highest  intelligence 
and  richest  culture;  and  looking  still  higher,  proclaim  by  word  and 
deed  that  character  is  above  culture,  that  manhood  is  better  than  in- 
telligence, that  goodness  is  superior  to  greatness,  and  that  the  soul 
outranks  the  intellect  as  gold  outranks  the  dross.  And  thus  fulfill 
our  highest  mission  in  training  all  to 

"Live  in  pulses  stirred  to  generosity, 

In  deeds  of  daring  rectitude,  in  scorn 

For  miserable   aims   that  end  with  self. 

In  thoughts  sublime  that  pierce  the  night  like  stars, 

And  with  their  mild  persistence  urge  man's  search 
To  vaster  issues." 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— J.  O.  Wolfe. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  progress  shown  during 
the  last  year  has  been  very  gratifying.  Seven  new  school  houses  have 
been  built  in  the  following  districts:  One  fine  four-roomed  brick 
building  in  Johnetta,  Gilpin  township;  two  good  frame  buildings  in 
Manor,  one  of  which  is  a  large  and  commodious  two-roomed  building 
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known  as  No.  i>,  in  Garretts  Run,  the  other  a  one  roomed  building, 
built  to  replace  the  Creek  school  house,  which  was  destroyed  by 
lire.  This  building,  while  it  is  neat  and  comfortable,  is  much  too 
small,  even  for  the  small  school  for  which  it  was  built;  one  good 
fiame  building  in  Parks,  but  the  location  could  scarcely  have  been 
worse,  being  situated  on  a  very  steep  hillside,  indeed  too  steep  and 
dangerous,  even  for  coasting;  one  good  frame  building  at  Mc Wil- 
liams in  Red  Bank,  built  last  winter  to  replace  one  destroyed  by  fire 
during  the  school  term;  one  good  two-roomed  frame  building  in 
South  Bethlehem,  which  is  a  credit  to  that  thriving  little  town;  and 
one  good  frame  building  in  Rayburn,  good  location  and  ample  play 
grounds;  all  of  these  buildings  have  been  provided  with  the  latest 
modern  furniture. 

A  number  of  other  houses  throughout  the  county  have  been  re- 
paired and  painted,  and  quite  a  number  have  purchased  good  large 
school  bells,  others  organs,  libraries,  dictionaries,  etc.,  this  was  done 
usually  by  the  young  people  in  those  localities  by  means  of  entertain- 
ments, box  socials,  festivals,  etc.,  held  for  that  purpose. 

The  attendance  last  year  was  perhaps,  not  as  large  as  the  previous 
year,  owing  in  part,  to  the  small-pox  breaking  out  in  a  number  of  dis- 
stricts,  especially  was  this  the  case  in  Kiskiminetas,  East  Franklin, 
North  Buffalo  and  in  Atwood  borough,  where  the  teacher,  Mr.  Harry 
L.  Prugh,  died  of  the  disease.  The  "scare''  spread  into  a  number  of 
other  districts  and  greatly  reduced  the  attendance.  Quite  a  number 
of  schools  were  closed  for  several  weeks  through  fear  of  the  dis- 
ease, but  no  fatalities  occurred  except  the  one  above  mentioned,  that 
were  in  any  way  connected  with  the  schools. 

County  Institute. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  December  22d  to  26th  and  was,  per- 
haps, the  best,  most  instructive  and  entertaining  institute  held  in  our 
county  in  recent  years. 

Our  instructors  were  Drs.  S.  D.  Fess,  Lincoln  Hulley  and  Charles  H. 
Albert  and  Profs.  Weir,  of  Clarion,  and  Kurtz,  of  Chicago 

Lecture  Course. 

Our  lecture  course  was  exceptionally  strong.  "Patrick  Henry,  the 
Prophet  of  the  Revolution,"  by  Dr.  Fess.  "The  United  States  as  a 
World  Power"  by  Capt.  Richmond  Pearson  Hobson,  and  "The  Trial 
of  Jesus  from  a  Lawyer's  Stand  Point,"  by  Hon.  Walter  M.  Chandler, 
were  among  the  best  ever  given  at  an  institute  in  Armstrong  county. 
The  entertainment  by  the  Earnest  Gamble  Concert  Company  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  another  very  interesting  feature  of  the  institute.  All  of  the 
evening  as  well  as  the  dav  sessions,  were  very  largely  attended  and 


No.  5.  ARMSTRONG  COUNTY.  15 

the  interest  manifested  by  all  in  attendance  could  not  have  been 
better.  Prof.  James  J.  Palmer,  principal  of  the  Ford  City  schools, 
who  had  spent  the  summer  in  Europe,  gave  a  very  excellent  address 
on  "Traveling  in  Norway,"  and  Miss  Lulu  Flndley,  of  Kittanning, 
who  had  the  honor  of  representing  Armstrong  county  in  the  Pitts- 
burg Gazette's  European  Excursion,  read  a  very  interesting  account 
of  her  "European  Trip.''  Miss  Hat  tie  McAninch,  teacher  of  the 
Apollo  high  school,  also  read  a  well  prepared  paper  on  "The  Use  of 
Words  in  Literature." 


Local  Institutes. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in  certain  sections  of  the 
county,  very  few  institutes  were  held.  Some  three  or  four  were  held 
prior  to  the  "scare"  and  were  well  attended,  but,  owriug  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  held  in  remote  districts,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  attend,  I  failed  to  attend  some  of  them.  After 
driving  ten  miles  through  storm  and  mud  to  reach  a  local  institute 
sixteen  miles  distant,  I  returned  home.  I  afterwards  learned  that 
they  had  a  very  interesting  meeting  of  the  citizens  and  a  number  of 
nearby  teachers.  The  institute  at  Brick  Church  was  well  attended, 
although  the  evening  was  one  of  the  most  inclement  and  the  roads 
in  the  worst  condition,  I  think  I  ever  experienced. 

During  the  year,  I  attended  the  State  Teachers'  Association  in 
Pittsburg;  the  Allegheny  County  Teachers'  Institute;  and  a  meeting 
of  the  Superintendents  and  Principals  of  Ohio  and  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania in  Butler. 

I  also  held  during  the  year  21  public  examinations,  examined  401 
applicants;  granted  291  provisional  and  21  professional  certificates 
and  rejected  86  applicants. 

From  the  districts  using  the  grade  system,  76  took  the  eighth  grade 
examination,  51)  of  whom  passed  satisfactory  examinations  and  re- 
ceived the  common  school  diploma;  26  failed  but  received  grades. 

There  were  employed  in  our  schools  last  year  121  male  teachers  and 
233  females,  64  of  whom  had  no  previous  experience,  and  95  had 
taught  more  than  five  years.  The  average  age  of  the  teachers  was 
26  years. 

Of  these  teachers  219  held  provisional  certificates;  32  professionals; 
44  permanent;  47  were  graduates  of  normal  schools  and  6  of  colleges. 

Visitations. 

I  visited  during  the  year  237  schools,  some  of  them  twice,  wrote 
hundreds  of  letters  and  traveled  several  thousand  miles. 
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Qualification,  of  Teachers. 

We  have  some  very  excellent  teachers,  both  male  and  female,  who 
are  honest,  energetic,  faithful  workers  in  the  cause  of  education,  and 
who  are  still  striving  to  become  more  efficient.  But  while  we  have 
some  of  the  above  class,  we  also  have  a  few  who  seem  to  think  they 
know  enough,  and  consequently  make  no  preparation  for  the  work 
from  one  year  to  the  next  save,  perhaps,  a  few  days  of  review  pre- 
vious to  taking  an  examination.  This  is  evident  from  the  manner  in 
which  we  found  them  conducting  their  recitations  and  from  their 
general  management  of  their  schools,  as  well  as  from  the  amount  of 
general  information  they  are  found  to  possess  at  the  annual  examina- 
tion. Others  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  having  spent  a  term  or  two 
at  some  academy  or  normal  school,  depending  upon  that  to  carry  them 
through  and  secure  for  them  a  good  certificate  to  teach.  In  this  they 
are  sometimes  sadly  disappointed.  Nor  is  the  kind  of  certificate 
held  by  an  applicant  for  a  school  always  a  sure  guide  as  to  his  ability 
to  teach,  or  his  scholarship.  Some  of  the  teachers  who  hold  the  high- 
est grade  of  certificates,  even  Normal  Diplomas,  are  sometimes  the 
poorest  teachers  we  have.  Neither  is  the  fact  that  an  applicant  has 
graduated  from  an  academy  or  high  school  any  assurance  that  he  is 
going  to  get  a  valid  provisional  certificate.  I  have  frequently  found 
such  persons  to  be  entirely  unfit  to  be  teachers  in  our  public  schools 
aud  have  refused  them  certificates. 

What  we  need  in  our  high  schools  and  academies,  and  in  very  many 
of  our  common  schools  is  more  thorough  work,  that  kind  of  work 
that  will  tell  in  after  years.  The  old  motto,  "Make  Haste  Slowly," 
is  as  applicable  in  many  of  our  schools  to-day  as  it  was  twenty  years 
ago. 

But  while  I  mention  the  above  facts,  it  is  not  done  for  the  sake  of 
criticism  or  to  discourage  the  weak  teacher,  but  rather  to  encourage 
him  to  greater  efforts.  Our  public  schools  never  have,  nor  never 
will  attain  perfection,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  every  honest,  conscientious 
teacher  to  strive  to  bring  his  school  as  near  that  point  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  become,  and  it  is  only  through  honest,  persevering,  industrious 
efforts  that  we  can  attain  to  anything  near  what  our  public  schools 
should  be. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Department  for  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the  past  year; 
to  the  directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county,  for  their  hospi- 
tality and  kind  words  of  encouragement  while  discharging  my  official 
duties,  and  to  any  and  all  persons  who,  in  any  way,  have  encouraged 
the  teachers  and  assisted  in  building  up  our  public  schools  and  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  education,  not  only  in  our  county,  but  through- 
out our  State  as  well. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY— Chester  A.  Moore. 

The  school  year  began  with  fewer  applications  for  certificates  than 
presented  themselves  in  previous  years.  This  is  due  largely  to  the 
demands  for  persons  of  ability  in  other  lines  of  work  and  the  fact  that 
we  do  not  now  permit  children  to  go  into  class  merely  "to  see  how 
they  come  out." 

As  a  rule  the  work  was  creditable  and  much  better  than  in  former 
examinations. 

We  insist  that  applicants  pay  especial  attention  to  writing,  neat- 
ness and  arrangement  of  their  work,  and  urge  teachers  to  require 
their  pupils  to  do  the  same.     We  give  credit  to  those  who  do  this. 

Our  annual  "Summer  Institute"  was  held  August  21-22.  About 
one  hundred  teachers  were  present  at  the  different  sessions  and 
helped   to  inspire  each  other  with  fresh  zeal  for  the  year's  work. 

Eleven  institutes  were  held  during  the  winter.  One  of  the  largest 
and  most  enthusiastic  meetings  was  at  Unionville,  New  Sewiekley 
township,  January  31. 

A  growing  interest  in  educational  matters,  among  patrons  and  di- 
rectors, still  continues  in  this  county. 

Wages  in  a  number  of  districts  have  been  materially  increased; 
the  most  noticeable  of  which  are  in  the  districts  of  Harmony,  Baden, 
New  Galilee  and  Logstown  Ind. 

Some  of  the  boards  of  directors  hunt  for  the  best  teachers  and  are 
willing  to  pay  for  the  value  received.  The  good  effects  of  this  policy 
are  already  seen  in  the  superior  work  done  in  those  districts.  It  will 
also  stimulate  young  teachers  with  energy  to  fit  themselves  for  these 
better  positions  and  for  doing  the  best  of  work  and  it  will  cause  other 
directors  to  emulate  their  example  in  selecting  only  competent  teach- 
ers, and  hasten  the  time  when  the  too  frequent  custom  of  hiring  any- 
thing because  it  is  "homegrown"  will  be  abandoned. 

A  flag  was  presented  to  the  Eastvale  school  by  the  J.  0.  U.  A.  M. 
on  December  5,  and  one  by  the  same  order  to  the  Fallston  school  on 
December  25th. 

Addresses  were  made  by  D.  M.  Twiford,  Esq.,  Rev.  Close,  WTm.  J. 
Jackson,  J.  H.  Brooks,  Rev.  W.  H.  Fields,  Frank  Golden  and  myself. 
The  Beaver  Falls  brass  band  furnished  excellent  music  on  both  ac- 
casions,  and  the  ladies  of  each  district  provided  supper  for  all  pre- 
sent. These  meetings  were  largely  attended  by  the  patrons  of  the 
schools,  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  manifested  that  will  result  in  in- 
creased interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  public  schools. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  Rochester,  Eastvale,  Daugherty, 
Georgetown  and  College  Hill  districts. 
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Georgetown  school  was  dedicated  On  October  15.  The  exercises 
consisted  of  addresses  by  Profs.  N.  H.  Inman,  J.  G.  Hillman,  D.  M. 
Twiford,  Esq.,  Kev.  Arthur  Staples  and  the  county  superintendent; 
songs  by  a  select  choir  of  the  district,  readings  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Davis, 
and  a  sumptuous  dinner  by  the  ladies  closed  the  well  arranged  pro- 
gram of  the  day. 

The  building  is  a  substantial  one  of  four  rooms,  furnished  with 
new  single  desks,  slate  blackboard,  and  heated  by  a  furnace.  Un- 
fortunately the  rooms  are  not  large  enough  to  arrange  the  seats  as 
they  should  be,  nor  was  the  manner  of  ventilation  given  the  proper 
attention.  In  other  respects  it  is  well  planned  and  is  a  much  needed 
improvement  of  which  every  citizen  of  the  district  should  feel  proud. 

The  Rochester  high  school  building,  the  plans  of  which  were  drawn 
by  Muller  &  East,  of  Pittsburg,  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete 
school  buildings  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  It  is  constructed  of  buff 
vitrified  brick,  and  Beaver  county  sand  stone.  Outside  dimensions 
76'  x  99',  two  stories  high,  contains  on  the  first  floor  five  school  rooms, 
26'  x  30'.  Principal's  office  13'  x  20'  and  teacher's  room  13'  x  20'. 
Second  floor  three  class  rooms  36'  x  30',  high  school  room  30'  x  5:.'. 
two  recitation  rooms  13'  x  22',  and  laboratory  22'  x  26'.  Building  has 
three  entrances  to  a  central  hall  20'  x  50'  extending  to  second  story, 
ceiling  lighted  its  entire  length  by  a  glass  dome.  Two  iron  stair- 
ways to  second  floor,  each  class  room  has  separate  cloak  room  with 
exterior  lighting.  Basement,  boys  and  girls  separate  lavatories  26'  x 
30',  two  lunch  rooms  each  26'  x  30'.  Each  class  room  has  wash  stand 
and  drinking  fountain,  doors  from  class  room  open  out  from  rooms, 
entrance  doors  are  double  acting.  Building  is  heated  by  furnace,  has 
a  complete  mechanical  system  of  fan  ventilation,  which  supplies  30 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  to  each  pupil.  Each  room  has  telephone 
connection  with  principal's  office,  cost  of  building,  including  improve- 
ments to  grounds  was  $43,000. 

Freedom  district  has  a  new  eight-room  building  under  construction 
which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  opening  of  next  term. 

Our  county  institute  held  December  29,  1902- January  2,  1903,  was, 
in  attendance  and  interest  manifested,  up  to  the  high  standard  set 
in  former  institutes. 

Instruction  during  the  day  was  given  by  Dr.  Sherman  Davis,  Profs. 
Robert  A.  Armstrong  and  F.  D.  Green.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  as  follows:  Monday,  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney,  "The  Golden  Age." 
Tuesday,  Bishop  Charles  H.  Fowler  "Abraham  Lincoln."  Wednes- 
day. Mozart  Symphony  Club.  Thursday,  Geo.  W.  Briggs,  "The 
American  Girl.     Friday,  "Bob  Burdette,  Rainbow  Chasers." 

Our  work  has  been  very  pleasant  having  received  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  teachers,  directors,  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  the  pub- 
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lie  press,  for  this  we  are  sincerely  grateful  and  trust  thai  the  happj 
condition  may  continue  and  that  the  coming  year  will  lind  our  schools 
unusually  prosperous. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— J.  Anson  Wright. 


Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  teachers  in  this  county  was 
somewhat  higher  during  the  year  just  ended  than  formerly.  Though 
we  lost  through  the  usual  defection  of  good  teachers,  we  gained 
through  the  failure,  on  acount  of  the  new  branches,  of  some  of  the 
weaker  ones  to  appear  for  examination.  Besides,  sixty-seven  appli- 
cants for  certificates  were  rejected  last  fall  and  but  two  hundred 
sixty-four  approved,  while  in  the  preceding  year  but  forty-three  were 
refused  provisional  certificates  and  two  hundred  seventy-nine  were 
licensed  to  teach.  The  number  of  teachers  last  term  holding  normal 
diplomas  was  forty-eight,  the  highest  by  twenty  per  cent,  that  we 
have  ever  had.  The  number  holding  certificates  higher  than  a  provi- 
sional was  126  as  against  104  the  preceding  year,  while  the  number 
holding  provisionals  was  but  233  as  against  242  the  preceding  year. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  in  this  important  respect  there  is 
evidence  of  an  advancement  which  is  essential  to  true  progress.  It 
must  be  added,  however,  that  late  in  the  season,  owing  to  the  pressing 
necessity  of  supplying  with  teachers  occasional  schools  that  were 
standing  idle  because  of  the  unprecedented  scarcity  of  applicants, 
a  few,  though  only  a  few,  were  commissioned  to  teach  who,  under 
other  circumstances,  would  probably  not  have  been  licensed.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  last  year  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  we 
had  more  female  teachers  than  male,  the  former  numbering  184  and 
the  latter  175.  For  the  past  four  years  the  wages  of  our  teachers 
have  steadily  advanced,  though  the  increase  has  at  no  time  been 
great.  The  fact  is  a  most  pleasing  and  encouraging  one,  particularly 
because  it  has  been  due  to  voluntary  action  on  the  part  of  the  various 
districts.  The  average  salary  of  male  teachers,  by  districts,  was 
|36.63  during  the  late  term  as  against  $35.25  the  previous  one,  while 
in  the  case  of  female  teachers  it  was  $27.25  last  year  as  against  $28.60 
the  year  before.  The  apparent  loss  in  the  case  of  salaries  to  female 
teachers  is  not  a  real  one  as  will  be  noticed  from  the  fact  that  count- 
ing by  individuals  the  female  teachers  received  this  year  $28.91  per 
month  as  against  $28.77  last  year.  On  the  same  basis  the  average 
in  the  case  of  male  teachers  was  $31.70  this  year  and  but  $31.58  last 
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year.  The  attendance  in  certain  sections  of  the  county  was  unusu- 
ally good  last  year.  Many  instances  are  worthy  of  special  mention. 
For  want  of  space  only  a  few  can  be  referred  to.  In  the  one  room 
school  at  St.  Clairsville  there  were  sixteen  pupils  that  attended  every 
day  of  the  term.  The  Baker's  Summit  school,  rural,  made  a  percent- 
age of  attendance  of  98.  Morrison's  Cove,  embracing  six  districts 
and  thirty-five  schools,  made  the  splendid  average  of  02  in  the 
monthly  per  cent,  of  attendance. 

New  Buildings. 

Six  new  school  houses  were  built  in  the  county  during  the  year,  one 
in  Bloomfield  and  five  in  Broad  Top.  The  houses  erected  in  Bloom- 
field  to  replace  the  one  that  burned  the  previous  year  is  by  far  the 
best  in  the  district.  In  its  neatness  of  appearance,  its  substantial 
structure,  and  its  convenient  arrangement  it  is  a  credit  to  the  school 
board  that  planned  it  and  a  boon  to  the  children  that  attend  the 
school.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  extensive  building 
operations  in  Broad  Top  during  the  past  year,  not  to  speak  of  the  in- 
creased and  improved  school  facilities  afforded.  Among  the  build- 
ings erected  were  two  one-room,  and  one  two-room  frame  buildings. 
They  are  models  in  their  class  and  embody  excellent  features  of  de- 
sign and  fitness  to  purpose  not  hitherto  in  Bedford  county  included 
in  this  class  of  buildings.  The  one-room  house  at  Cypher  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  about  $1,000.  Particular  attention  is  called  however  to 
the  splendid  buildings  at  Riddlesburg  and  Defiance,  the  former  hav- 
ing four  rooms,  the  latter  six,  both  being  heated  by  a  furnace  and  pro- 
vided with  ventilating  apparatus,  both  built  of  brick  and  both  cov- 
ered with  a  slate  roof.  In  architectural  design, in  convenience  of  ar- 
rangement, and  in  general  appointment,  these  are  the  finest  rural 
school  buildings  in  the  county.  They  reflect  great  credit  upon  the 
people  and  especially  upon  the  enterprising  school  authorities  of  the 
district. 

School  Libraries. 

At  the  time  of  the  superintendent's  visit  to  the  various  schools 
last  winter,  the  attention  of  the  teachers  was  called  especially  to  the 
wisdom  of  establishing  a  school  library,  if  possible,  and  of  putting 
each  year  for  the  next  few  years  at  least  one  good,  suitable,  nicely 
framed  picture  on  the  school  room  walls.  The  importance  of  placing 
good  literature  in  the  hands  of  pupils  has  been  dwelt  upon  at  length 
in  former  reports.  Activity  in  this  feature  of  school  advancement 
should  now  be  made  manifest  by  practical  efforts  to  obtain  books. 
It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  in  several  localities  considerable  pro- 
gress was  made  in  this  direction  during  the  year.     At  Saxton  the 
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beautiful  volumes  procured  last  year  are  now  enclosed  in  a  handsome 
case  which  stands  both  as  an  ornament  and  a  utility  in  a  conspicuous 
andconvenientplacein  the  school  room.  Several  volumes  were  added 
to  this  library  recently  from  the  proceeds  of  a  liberally  patronized 
school  entertainment.  The  Coaldale  schools  placed  28  new  books 
on  their  shelves  this  year.  The  Artemas  school,  Mann  township,  a 
one-room,  ungraded  school,  succeeded  during  the  term  now  ended  in 
raising  f  15  for  library  purposes  and  was  thus  enabled  to  purchase  88 
useful  volumes  as  a  beginning  in  this  commendable  work.  The  De- 
fiance schools  now  have  117  cloth  volumes  and  75  classics  in  cheap 
edition.  The  neat  library  of  74  volumes  procured  last  year  at  Steele- 
town  is  worthy  of  mention;  so  also  the  recently  enlarged  library  at 
Imler,  aggregating  now  about  100  volumes.  Additions  have  lately 
been  made  to  libraries  that  have  been  established  for  years,  notably 
the  one  in  the  Everett  schools.  It  should  be  remembered  too  that 
some  of  our  larger  schools  have  for  several  years  been  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  a  good  library,  Bedford,  in  particular,  being  worthy  of 
mention.  Very  creditable  collections  are  to  be  found  also  at  Riddles- 
burg,  Pleasantville,  Rainsburg,  St.  Clairsville,  Hyndman,  New  En- 
terprise and  Stonerstown,  while  in  an  occasional  rural  school  the 
appearance  of  a  small  but  useful  collection  of  good  books  at  once  at- 
tracts the  eye  of  the  visitor.  Speaking  of  pictures,  it  is  well  to  bear 
in  mind  Dr.  Winship's  wise  observation  that  "one  work  of  art  in  the 
school  room  is  worth  a  thousand  non-artistic  pictures."  By  placing 
each  year  one  good  picture  on  the  walls  the  schools  will  in  a  few  years 
be  well  supplied  in  this  particular. 


Care  of  Building. 

During  his  annual  course  of  visitations  to  schools  the  superinten- 
dent is  almost  daily  reminded  of  the  necessity  for  closer  attention  and 
greater  wisdom  in  the  care  and  management  of  school  property.  In 
some  instances  it  is  the  interior  of  the  room  itself  that  shows  most 
plainly  the  evidence  of  indifference  and  neglect,  and  we  wonder  that 
a  school  board  for  the  sake  of  a  few  dollars  at  most  will  continually 
delay  the  papering  or  whitewashing  of  walls  that  are  so  grimy  and 
unsightly  as  positively  to  grate  upon  rather  than  to  gratify  the  pupils' 
sense  of  beauty.  In  another  instance  the  roof  leaks,  or  the  stove  is 
unsafe,  or  the  windows  are  broken,  or  the  door  is  battered,  or  a  coal 
shed  is  lacking,  or  the  house  needs  to  be  painted,  or  the  yard  is  strewn 
with  litter  and  debris,  or  the  appearance  of  the  property  would  be 
improved  by  a  fence,  or  a  porch  would  give  needed  protection  from 
wind  and  rain. 
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New  Salary  Law. 

Teachers  should  strive  to  raise  the  standard  oi'  their  certificates, 
and  directors  should  insist  upon  high  qualifications  of  teachers.  The 
new  salary  law  will  meet  with  far  less  denunciation  if  teachers  im- 
prove their  qualifications  and  make  themselves  worth  more  than  they 
get  in  wages.  People  do  not  as  a  rule  object  to  paying  good  prices 
if  they  get  good  goods.  They  soon  cavil,  however,  if  they  must  pay 
a  high  price  for  an  inferior  article.  One  citizen  who  might  have  been 
supposed  to  be  bitter  against  the  minimum  salary  law  recently  re- 
marked that  he  would  not  object  to  paying  a  teacher  in  the  rural 
schools  even  f 50  a  month,  provided  he  is  worth  it.  There  is,  there- 
fore, just  one  thing  for  teachers  to  do — make  themselves  worth  good 
salaries.  They  must  either  do  this  or  expect  to  be  displaced  by  those 
who  do  do  it.  By  reason  of  the  increase  in  salaries  teachers  should 
be  able  to  go  to  higher  schools.  Since  tuition  at  State  Normals  is 
now  free  to  prospective  teachers,  what  is  to  hinder  such  from  taking 
a  normal  school  course?  The  day  is  passing  when  teachers  can 
teach  year  after  year  on  a  never  improving  provisional  certificate. 
That  practice  may  have  done,  though  hardly,  when  salaries  were 
meager,  requirements  low,  and  teachers  few  in  number.  But  they 
who  have  followed  this  custom  should  now  decide  either  to  move  on 
ward  and  upward  in  the  profession  or  give  it  up.  The  day  has  come 
when  salaries  are  more  alluring,  requirements  more  exacting,  and 
competition  by  trained  teachers  more  vigorous. 

Township  High  Schools. 

The  time  has  come  when  a  decided  upward  and  onward  movement 
is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  rural  school.  The  isolated  one-room 
district  school  has  been  a  noble  institution.  It  has  been  a  leading 
and  useful  factor  in  the  development  of  our  free  school  system.  But 
it  has  served  its  day.  It  may  never  have  reached  its  greatest  possi- 
bilities. If  it  did  not  do  so  in  past  years,  however,  it  never  will;  for 
times  have  changed.  Rudimentary  education  no  longer  meets  the  re- 
quirements of  the  child  or  the  age. 

The  country  has  not  been  keeping  pace  with  the  city.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  handicapped  for  years  by  the  steady  exodus  from  hillside 
and  valley  to  the  smoky,  noisy,  busy  centers  of  activity.  But  the 
country  shall  yet  have  its  due.  With  the  coming  to  the  farm  of  rural 
free  mail  delivery,  of  the  telephone,  of  improved  farming  machinery, 
of  better  roads,  of  suburban  trolley  and  railway  lines,  shall  also  come 
better  educational  facilities.  Tf  the  country  cannot  move  to  the  dis- 
tant high  school,  the  high  school  can  come  to  the  country.  Let  it 
coinc,  and  come  soon,  and  lei  us  help  it  on.     Then  shall  the  country 
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child  get  at  home  under  the  parent's  eye  and  amid  wholesome  and 
invigorating  environments  the  education  he  has  hitherto  been  forced 
to  get  at  great  expense  and  sacrifice  away  from  home,  or  not  al  all. 
Last  year  Liberty  township  established  a  township  high  school,  the 
only  one  in  Bedford  county  as  yet.  And  let  it  not  be  overlooked  that 
last  year  on  account  of  that  high  school  the  State  poured  into  the 
treasury  of  Liberty  township  $300  in  cash  in  addition  to  the  regular 
State  appropriation.  If  the  amount  of  money  voted  by  the  legisla- 
ture had  been  as  large  as  was  intended  the  sum  would  have  been  $400. 
Thus  the  children  of  Liberty  township  have  high  school  facilities  at 
home,  while  the  children  of  no  other  rural  district  in  the  county  as  yet 
enjoy,  their  course  of  study  is  already  as  extended  as  that  of  most  of 
our  leading  borough  high  schools,  and  the  district  is  receiving  -$300 
or  $400  annually  from  the  State  because  of  the  high  school  their  en- 
terprise has  established.  As  the  recent  legislature  voted  $200,000  in 
aid  of  township  high  schools,  doubtless  many  more  districts  will 
soon  so  arrange  their  schools  as  to  be  entitled  to  special  financial 
assistance.  Next  year  Broad  Top  township  will  have  a  township 
high  school — in  the  splendid  new  building  recently  erected  at  De- 
fiance. Southampton  also  is  taking  steps  in  this  direction.  All  this 
is  possible  aside  from  the  question  of  centralization  proper.  The  con- 
solidation of  small  isolated  schools  is  in  many  instances  practicable 
and  desirable,  and  all  that  has  been  said  on  that  subject  in  previous 
reports  is  now  reiterated  by  calling  the  reader's  attention  thereto. 


County  Institute. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  assembled  in  Bedford  on  the  15th  day  of 
December  last  to  hold  the  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  county 
institute.  With  the  memory  of  that  successful  and  inspiring  meeting 
still  fresh  in  the  mind  it  is  difficult  to  speak  of  it  except  in  glowing 
terms.  Never  was  the  attention  more  marked  or  the  interest  more 
intense,  never  did  our  teachers  by  virtue  of  dignified  bearing  and  in- 
telligent co-operation  in  institute  work  appear  to  better  advantage, 
never  did  we  have  instructors  of  more  pleasing  address  or  of  greater 
power.  The  enrollment  was  326,  the  same  as  the  previous  year, 
though  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  one  of  the  eleven  teachers  who, 
much  to  their  expressed  regret  and  certain  misfortune,  had  been 
unable  to  attend  the  meeting,  was  permitted  to  be  present  and  to 
swell  the  total  number  to  327.  The  average  attendance  was  323,  one 
less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Among  the  welcome  visitors 
to  the  institute  were  Dr.  Joseph  Barton,  of  Shippensburg;  Supt.  J. 
G.  Dell,  of  Huntingdon  county;  Supt.  T.  S.  Davis,  of  Blair  county; 
Prof.  J.  A.  Myers,  of  Juniata  College,  and  ex-Supt.  Cessna,  formerly 
of  our  own  county,  now  a  resident  of  Altoona. 
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Comparisons. 

The  enrollment  for  the  entire  county  was  last  year  11,103  pupils. 
This  year  it  is  but  10,834.  While  this  loss  of  209  in  the  enrollment 
is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate,  the  general  record  of  attendance  is 
so  much  better  than  that  of  last  year  that  the  gain  withal  far  ex- 
ceeds any  apparent  loss.  For  example,  notwithstanding  the  reduced 
enrollment  the  average  daily  attendance  rose  from  7,271  to  7..319,  an 
increase  of  18;  the  average  monthly  per  cent,  of  attendance  advanced 
from  So  to  80;  the  average  daily  per  cent,  of  attendance  increased 
from  08  to  71;  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  every  day  of  the 
term  rose  from  055  to  784,  a  gain  of  129;  and  the  number  of  pupils 
attending  70  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  term  advanced  from  4,704  to 
5,021.  As  a  supplement  to  the  item  last  given  it  should  be  stated  that 
the  number  of  pupils  attending  less  than  70  per  cent,  of  the  term 
fell  from  2,842  to  2,493.  A  less  gratifying  fact  appears,  however, 
when  it  is  noted  that  there  were  in  the  county  114  pupils  between  8 
and  10  years  of  age  in  attendance  at  no  school  during  the  term.  The 
number  last  year  was  109.  The  average  tax  rate  for  school  purposes 
rose  from  5.5  mills  to  0.2  mills.  In  the  matter  of  visits  to  schools 
by  directors  the  record  this  year  is  not  reassuring.  The  number  of 
these  visits  fell  from  861  to  704  while  the  number  of  schools  not 
visited  rose  from  44  to  91.  In  this  respect  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  directors  both  to  give  more  assistance  to  the  schools  and  to  im- 
prove the  record. 

Conclusion. 

Looking  backward  over  the  year  that  has  just  passed  into  history 
no  intelligent  and  hopeful  man  can  fail  to  discern  encouraging  signs 
indicating  both  an  advancement  already  in  progress  and  the  begin- 
nings of  a  greater  development  in  the  years  soon  to  come.  Let  us  all 
take  heart  from  the  prospect,  and  with  renewed  zeal,  higher  hope, 
firmer  resolve,  press  on  to  the  work  before  us.  It  is  a  work  in  which 
all  must  lend  a  helping  hand  and  from  which  everyone  may  reap  the 
reward  awaiting  him  who  is  the  "servant  of  all."  To  the  many 
friends  of  education  in  the  county  who  have  in  any  way  aided  us 
during  the  past  year  we  wish  here  and  now  to  return  our  sincere 
thanks.  Among  the  factors  that  make  for  educational  progress  in 
this  section,  by  no  means  the  least  in  importance  is  the  press  of  the 
county.  Our  people,  together  with  the  superintendent,  may  well 
express  appreciation  for  the  courteous  and  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered the  cause  by  this  potent  agency  of  progress. 
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RERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


School  Building's. 
During  the  past  school  year  but  two  new  school  buildings  were 
erected,  one  in  Muhlenberg  township  which  is  a  substantial  stone 
building  and  a  handsome  brick  building  in  Bethel  township  near  Mil- 
lersburg.  The  erection  of  a  new  building  in  Muhlenberg  creates  a 
new  district  and  increases  the  number  of  schools  in  the  township  to 
twelve.  Besides  the  erection  of  these  two  buildings — the  Spring 
township  board  enlarged  its  four-roomed  building  at  Sinking  Spring 
to  an  eight-roomed  building,  at  a  cost  of  f  10,000,  making  it  one  of  the 
finest  school  buildings  in  the  county.  It  is  equipped  with  the  most 
modern  means  of  heating  and  ventilating  and  water  was  introduced 
into  each  school  room.  Seven  of  the  eight  rooms  are  occupied.  The 
building  is  a  credit  to  the  town  as  well  as  to  the  board  of  directors. 

New  Superintendent's  Office. 

During  the  past  year  the  greater  part  of  the  court  house  at  Reading 
was  remodeled  and  through  the  efforts  of  the  county  controller  and 
county  commissioners  an  office  for  the  county  superintendent  was 
fitted  up  commensurate  with  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  office. 
The  rooms  located  on  the  third  floor  near  the  orphans'  court  room 
and  law  library  and  near  the  elevator  are  supplied  with  all  the  latest 
conveniences  and  equipments — steel  filing  cases,  typewriter,  Globe- 
Wernicke  elastic  book  cases,  office  desks,  chairs  and  tables.  Good 
taste  was  displayed  in  the  selection  of  carpets  and  in  the  tinting  of 
the  walls.  The  superintendent  is  now  enabled  to  keep  on  file  the  old 
record  books,  reports  of  secretaries,  teachers'  term  reports,  biennial 
reports  of  the  number  of  teachers,  institute  attendance  cards,  in- 
stitute programs,  etc. 

The  teachers'  circulating  library  consisting  of  nearly  200  volumes, 
largely  pedagogical  and  professional,  is  also  kept  in  the  office.  For 
the  last  seven  years  I  have  been  collecting  from  directors,  ex-direc- 
tors and  teachers  the  annual  school  reports  since  their  publication 
in  1854,  and  have  now  on  file  all  but  four  volumes,  the  copies  for  the 
years  1857,  1858,  1859  and  1871  are  wanting.  As  the  years  roll  on 
these  reports  will  become  more  valuable. 

The  walls  of  the  office  are  adorned  with  portraits  of  the  first  three 
of  our  county  superintendents,  Wm.  A.  Good,  who  served  from  1854 
to  1860 ;  John  S.  Ermentrout,  who  served  from  1860  to  1869,  and  David 
B.  Brunner,  who  served  from  1869  to  1875.  Mr.  Good's  portrait  was 
presented  by  his  son,  Dr.  James  I.  Good,  of  Reading,  who  is  at  pre- 
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•ent  a  prominent  clergyman  iu  the  Reformed  Church.  The  crayon 
of  Mr.  Ermentrout,  handsomely  framed,  was  presented  by  his  brother 
President  Judge  James  X.  Ermentrout.  The  life-like  and  excellent 
portrait  of  Mr.  Brunner  was  made  by  one  of  Heading's  best  artists. 
Kostenbader.  Mr.  Brunner  is  the  oldest  of  the  living  ex-county  super 
intendents.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  the  portraits  of  all  the 
ex-county  superintendents.  The  office  of  the  county  superintendent 
should  become  as  interesting  and  attractive  to  teachers  and  educa- 
tors as  other  county  offices  are  to  lawyers  and  business  men. 


Bryant  Day. 

November  3  was  observed  as  Bryant  Day  in  many  of  the  schools 
throughout  the  county.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  celebration 
of  the  birthdays  of  authors  in  our  public  schools  is  a  potent  means 
of  cultivating  literary  tastes,  and  thus  bar  out  the  destructive  in- 
fluences that  vitiate  the  minds  and  souls  of  the  young  in  many  com- 
munities. Accordingly,  a  committee  and  myself  prepared  a  four  page 
circular  containing  suitable  material  for  programs,  gems  from  Bryant 
and  other  suggestive  matter  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each 
teacher  in  the  county.  The  gems  culled  from  Bryant's  Poems  were 
carefully  selected  and  embodied  some  of  the  author's  most  felicitous 
expressions,  and  being  within  the  comprehension  of  the  pupils  could 
not  fail  to  exercise  a  happy  influence  in  the  formation  of  noble  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  The  concluding  stanza  of  Thanatopsis  written 
by  Bryant  in  his  eighteenth  year  is  probably  oftener  quoted  than  any 
one  poetical  sentiment  of  equal  length.  Some  one  says  "It  should 
be  engraved  in  letters  of  gold  alike  in  busy  mart  and  rural  retreat. 
It  contains,  in  a  single  sentence,  the  whole  philosophy  of  a  useful 
and  happy  life,  a  serene  death.'' 

Goods  Roads  and  Good  Schools. 

Governor  Pennypacker,  truly,  calls  the  Sproul  law  the  most  im- 
portant legislation  of  recent  years.  The  chief  obstructive  condition 
to  rural  improvement  is  the  unspeakable  system  of  road  making. 
Good  roads,  with  their  natural  sequelae,  would  practically  solve  the 
problem  of  country  life.  Within  five  years  the  effect  of  this  new  law 
will  be  apparent.  Good  roads  mean  accessibility,  and  upon  accessi- 
bility depends  the  value  of  the  farm.  Good  roads  mean  less  labor 
iu  marketing  farm  productions.  They  mean  hours  of  social  inter- 
course instead  of  hours  of  dreary,  monotonous  solitude.  They  mean 
free  delivery  of  goods  from  the  stores  in  town.  They  mean  free  and 
daily  delivery  of  mail.  They  mean  better  schools.  The  intellectual, 
moral  and  religious  conditions  of  the  rural  districts  are  intimately 
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associated  with  the  roads.  The  high  ways  are  not  usually  considered 
a  part  of  school  equipment,  but  the  knowledge  is  growing  that  good 
roads  are  a  decided  necessity  for  good  schools  in  rural  districts. 
There  is  a  movement  in  educational  circles  to  consolidate  small 
schools  scattered  over  rural  districts  into  large  central  schools  with 
enlarged  curricula.  Thus,  the  more  pupils  that  can  be  drawn  into 
the  central  schools  the  better  they  can  be  educated.  If  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  children  can  reach  the  school  in  bad  weather,  the  rest 
being  detained  at  home  on  account  of  the  conditions  of  the  highways 
the  consolidated  school  will  be  of  little  real  service.  State  Super- 
intendent Skinner,  of  New  York  in  his  annual  report  says: 

"The  arguments  thus  far  advanced  in  the  commendable  agitation 
forgoodroads  have  not  considered  the  welfare  of  our  school  children 
as  a  factor.  The  farmer  is  told  that  good  roads  will  put  money  into 
his  pocket  by  saving  his  horses  and  wagons;  that  the  value  of  his  farm 
will  be  enhanced,  and  the  trip  to  town  or  church  will  be  a  pleasure 
rather  than  a  burden.  The  merchant  is  assured  that  his  trade  will 
mightily  increase  if  good  roads  lead  to  the  village.  The  bicyclist 
knows,  by  an  occasional  run  over  rare  sections  of  well  built  high- 
way, what  comfort  would  result  if  good  roads  were  the  rule  instead 
of  the  exception.  Nothing  however  has  been  said  about  the  children 
as  they  go  through  the  mud  or  dust,  up  hill  or  down  from  their  homes 
to  the  school  houses,  one  to  three  miles  distant.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  believe  that  these  men  and  women  of  to-morrow  would  prefer  well 
graded,  macadamized  road-beds  to  the  miserable  pretences  of  high- 
ways which  nowr  disfigure  so  much  of  our  landscape?  Is  it  difficult 
to  imagine  the  country  school  a  much  happier  and  busier  place  if 
the  children  could  gather,  after  pleasant  walks,  along  well  built 
highways?" 

Township  High  Schools. 

Cumru,  Spring,  Perry  and  Ontelaunee  established  township  high 
schools  during  the  past  year.  These  schools  came  up  to  the  legal 
standard  and  will  receive  their  share  of  the  special  State  appropria- 
tion. The  boards  of  directors  of  these  schools  deserve  great  credit 
for  establishing  the  same.  This  marks  an  epoch  in  the  educational 
history  of  the  county  and  since  the  appropriation  of  such  schools 
has  been  more  than  doubled  by  the  last  legislature  other  districts 
will  no  doubt  fall  into  line  this  coming  year.  There  should  be  at 
least  a  dozen  more  such  schools  established  in  various  sections  of 
the  county.  No  money  is  spent  for  a  more  laudable  purpose  than 
that  of  enhancing  the  educational  advantages  of  the  boys  and  girls 
in  the  rural  districts.  Pupils  in  country  districts  should  have  the 
same  advantages  educationally  as  those  of  our  larger  towns.     Our 
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provisions  for  public  education,  primarly  designed  to  be  of  equal 
benefit  to  all  our  youth,  are  to-day  because  of  the  development  of  the 
high  school  feature  in  the  towns,  tending  to  divide  our  citizens  into 
two  distinct  classes :  first,  those  for  whose  training  and  development 
a  fairly  suitable  provision  has  been  made;  and  second,  those  whose 
advantages  are  confined  to  the  rural  school,  with  its  limited  curri- 
culum and  still  more  meagre  equipment.  That  these  two  classes  will 
show  marked  and  undersirable  contrast  is  as  certain  as  that  effect 
follows  cause. 

Inequality  of  opportunity  does  not  become  a  nation  which  disavows 
all  class  distinctions,  whose  antecedents  are  democratic,  and  which 
professes  to  be  such  in  principal  and  practice.  The  radical  division 
of  a  free  people  along  the  lines  of  educational  and  intellectual  in- 
equality is  not  desirable.  We  hear  murmurings  of  discontent  in  all 
civilized  countries,  of  the  need  of  greater  harmony  and  a  closer  iden- 
tity of  interest  between  capital  and  labor,  of  a  widening  breach  be- 
tween the  rich  and  the  poor.  Educational  inequality  will  tend  to 
increase  and  intensify  this  unfortunate  antagonism,  and  the  most 
certain  and  effective  means  of  counteracting  it  is  to  place  all  com- 
munities and  classes  in  the  matter  of  public  education,  upon  an  even 
footing. 

Besides,  a  higher  standard  of  intelligence  tends  to  a  larger  average 
of  personal  and  family  possession.  This  means  a  greater  total  aggre- 
gate of  wealth.  Whatever  promotes  prosperity  lessens  the  demand 
of  charity  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  government.  It  is  far  wiser 
and  more  humane  to  give  $5.00  to  the  cause  of  education  than  to  pay 
twice  this  amount  to  the  support  of  the  almshouses,  penitentiaries, 
and  courts  of  justice.  The  broadest,  truest  and  most  effective  charity 
is  the  humane  foresight  which  so  trains  the  head,  the  hand  and  the 
heart  as  to  give  the  masses  right  views  of  life,  makes  them  valued  and 
valuable  members  of  our  social  fabrics;  which  causes  them  to  be  self 
reliant  and  self  helpful,  and  makes  them  good  citizens.  When  his- 
tory and  all  human  experience  prove  to  us  that  a  State  or  a  nation 
becomes  strong,  safe  and  prosperous  in  the  ratio  that  it  advances  in 
intelligence,  it  would  seem  that  further  reasons  for  promoting  such 
intelligence  need  not  be  adduced.  The  following  are  minor  reasons 
for  establishing  rural  high  schools:  where  established  and  maintained 
they  exert  a  wholesome  influence  over  pupils  in  the  lower  grades  by 
stimulating  the  boys  and  girls  to  continue  their  education  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning.  They  elevate  the  standard  of  the  local  teach- 
ing force  and  thus  furnish  a  higher  grade  of  instruction.  They 
breed  an  intelligent  interest  in  education  in  the  community.  They 
save  parents  large  sums  of  money  by  permitting  them  to  educate  their 
children  without  sending  them  abroad  to  attend  fitting  schools. 
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They  bring  college  boys  with  their  stimulating  influence  in  to  the 
homes  of  the  country  people.  Pennsylvania  can  well  feel  proud  in 
the  strong  and  persistent  efforts  she  made  in  promoting  a  township 
system  of  high  schools  and  in  course  of  time  these  schools  as  now  or- 
ganized and  administered  will  be  a  great  power  in  the  State  educa- 
tional system.  Speed  the  day  when  Pennsylvania  like  Massachusetts 
opens  the  road  for  every  child  to  go  straight  from  its  mother's  knee 
to  the  university,  by  way  of  the  free  public  school. 

Minimum  Salary. 

The  passage  of  the  teachers'  minimum  salary  bill  marks  an  era  in 
popular  education  in  this  county  as  well  as  in  the  State. 

The  new  law  will  give  an  increase  to  370  out  of  513  of  the  county's 
teachers.  One  hundred  and  forty-three  are  not  affected.  It  means 
an  extra  expenditure  of  .$9,448  per  annum.  This  means  yearly  so 
much  the  more  in  the  pockets  of  the  teachers.  Fifty  out  of  56  school 
districts  in  the  county  are  affected.  Marion,  Heidelberg,  Lower  Al- 
sace, Boyertowm,  Birdsboro  and  Womelsdorf  are  the  only  districts 
that  are  not  wholly  or  in  part  affected.  The  districts  most  affected 
are  Robeson,  an  increase  of  $665;  Richmond,  $490;  Greenwich,  $462; 
Bethel,  $462;  Ruscombmanor,  $441;  Albany,  $420.  District  towTnship 
having  but  four  schools  pays  the  low/est  salary,  $25  per  month.  Out 
of  the  67  counties  in  the  State,  Berks  stands  fifty  first  in  the  average 
monthly  wages  paid  male  teachers  and  thirty-fifth  in  the  wages  paid 
female  teachers.  This  is  a  very  poor  showing  for  a  county  that 
stands  seventh  in  the  United  States  in  the  value  of  farms  and  farming 
productions.  Seventeen  districts  in  the  county  receive  more  State  ap- 
propriation than  they  raise  by  local  taxation.  The  average  pay  of 
teachers  in  this  county  is  no  more  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago; 
when  the  appropriation  was  one-sixth  of  what  it  now  is.  All  this 
time  with  slight  fluctuations  the  salaries  have  practically  stood  still. 
No  wonder  there  was  a  general  exodus  of  our  best  teachers  every  year 
to  counties  where  they  were  paying  a  living  wage.  These  conditions 
are  probably  the  same  in  a  number  of  the  other  counties.  Pennsylva- 
nia wdiich  provides  more  liberally  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union 
for  its  public  schools  could  no  longer  permit  any  county  by  a  nig- 
gardly treatment  of  its  teachers  to  continue  what  has  been  for  so 
long  a  reproach  and  shame.  It  would  be  an  inexcusable  wrrong,  and 
repugnant  to  decent  and  wholesome  public  sentiment.  Yet  thou- 
sands of  teachers  are  discharging  the  delicate  responsibilities  which 
their  work  puts  upon  them  for  less  pay  per  month  than  unskilled 
labor  receives,  for  less  than  the  wages  of  domestic  servants,  stable 
men  and  street  sweepers.  Shame  on  any  district  that  steps  back- 
ward in  education  and  cuts  down  the  stipend  of  those  who  guard  our 
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dearest  possessions;  our  sons  and  daughters.  A  mother  bird  will 
tear  the  coating  from  her  breast  that  she  may  warm  her  young;  the 
savage  beast  will  face  death  to  defend  her  litter,  but  what  shall  wTe 
say  of  a  district  that  is  stingy  and  penurious  in  concerns  that  effect 
the  life  and  happiness  of  her  helpless  children. 

The  whole  argument  for  higher  wages  stands  on  this  basis:  It  is 
the  community  that  gains  by  it.  The  reflection  is  always  upon  the 
community  where  poorly  paid  teachers  are  found.  It  is  the  children 
who  pay  the  penalty  for  the  neglect  shown  to  teachers.  This  is  no 
"hysterical  sentiment"  and  no  "buncombe." 

The  enactment  of  this  law  is  one  of  the  greatest  movements  in  the 
interest  of  popular  education  in  a  generation.  It  can't  help  but  offer 
a  newr  incentive  to  young  men  and  young  women  to  enter  the  teaching 
profession.  It  will  impart  fresh  impetus  to  struggling  students  in 
our  State  normal  schools.  It  will  compel  the  selection  of  better 
teachers  in  rural  schools  where  directors  know  they  are  compelled 
to  pay  fair  salaries. 

It  will  bring  joy  to  thousands  who  are  helping  10  support  mothers, 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  upon  the  pittance  they  receive  as  teach- 
ers.    It  secures  to  every  teacher  a  reasonable  salary. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  one  of  the  "friends"  of  the  new  law  in  the 
halls  of  legislation  denounced  it  as  an  "obnoxious,  sumptuary,  in- 
flexible lawT  in  effect  as  tryrannical  as  a  ukase  of  the  Russian  Czar." 
If  this  is  tyranny,  we  plead  for  more. 

The  time  has  come  when  teachers  must  be  better  paid  and  the  de- 
serving be  less  trammeled  or  the  schools  will  deteriorate. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  L.  Davis. 


You  will  notice  that  we  have  160  school  houses,  containing 
231  rooms  and  capable  of  seating  10,960  pupils. 

There  is  not  a  room  in  the  county  but  what  has  sufficient  seating 
capacity,  but  some  are  too  full  for  the  teacher  to  do  much  indi- 
vidual work  with  the  pupils.  We  have  advised  several  boards  to 
build  additional  rooms  to  their  buildings,  so  as  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  a  room  to  not  more  than  forty. 

One  new  house  has  been  built  during  the  school  term.  It  is 
situated  near  Foose's  Mill,  in  Antis  township.  It  is  a  modern  de- 
signed building  and  will  be  brick  cased  in  the  near  future.  School 
was  opened  in  it  in  January. 
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It  is  the  cmly  school  in  the  county  that  I  did  not  visit,  but  I  un- 
derstand that  the  teacher  did  satisfactory  work. 

Out  of  the  160  houses.  139  arc  good  comfortable  places  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  pupils.  Some  of  the  worst  features  of  the 
other  21  are  no  moans  to  ventilate;  in  one  of  them  the  windows 
can  neither  be  lowered  nor  raised.  No  attention  given  to  condition 
of  closets,  poor  heating  apparatus,  and  stock  allowed  to  pasture 
and  trample  over  school  grounds. 

Under  a  centralized  system  of  schools,  all  these  troubles  could 
be  remedied. 

Some  of  our  boards  are  Thinking  of  trying  the  centralized  plan. 

All  the  houses  in  the  county,  except  28,  have  suitable  furniture. 
Some  of  the  furniture  could  be  made  more  presentable  by  planing 
and  re-staining;  this  has  been  done  in  three  houses. 

We  have  twenty-seven  graded  schools  and  forty  in  which  some  of 
the  higher  branches  are  taught.  The  higher  branches  taught  in 
the  township  schools  consists  only  of  civil  government,  and  in  a 
few  algebra. 

Two  townships.  North  Woodbury  and  Antis.  contemplate  the  es- 
tablishing of  High  Schools,  and  adopting  a  course  of  study  em- 
bracing principally  Physics,  Chemistry  of  Soils  and  Natural  His- 
tory. As  these  are  farming  communities,  it  would  be  a  move  in 
the  right  direction. 

The  graded  schools  of  the  boroughs  are  in  good  shape.  They, 
nearly  all,  have  able  men  as  principals  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
same  school  for  a  number  of  years,  and  a  competition  has  arisen 
among  them  as  to  whom  can  turn  out  the  most  thorough  pupils. 
The  work  has  been  managed  wisely,  and  the  results  obtained  are 
very  good. 

During  the  past  year  twenty  public  examinations  were  held, 
at  which  146  provisional  certificates  were  granted  and  seventeen 
(17)  applicants  for  certificates  were  refused. 

The  subjects  in  which  applicants  do  the  poorest  work  are  spelling, 
arithmetic,  algebra  and  grammar. 

Very  many  of  the  applicants  have  never  read  a  book  on  teach- 
ing and  have  never  thought  as  to  how  they  would  manage  a  school, 
provided  they  would  get  one  to  manage.  Will  the  time  ever  come 
when  people  who  want  to  teach  school  will  be  compelled  to  knowr 
something  of  the  life,  plans  and  methods  of  the  great  teacher? 

We  sincerely  hope  so.  When  the  only  books  that  the  applicant 
for  a  certificate  has  ever  read  are  E.  P.  Roe's  "He  Fell  in  Love  with 
His  Wife."  and  Mary  J.  Holmes  "Tempest  and  Sunshine,"  and  then 
they  even  can't  tell  you  about  those,  it  is  about  time  to  demand 
that  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  shall  read  and  know  some- 
thing of  some  good  books. 
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Eighty-eight  (88)  male  teachers  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
(143)  female  teachers  were  employed. 

Higher  wages  in  other  occupations  have  driven  the  male  teach- 
ers away  from  the  profession.  If  sufficient  money  could  be  paid 
to  keep  the  best  of  these  teachers  in  the  ranks,  what  a  benefit  it 
would  be  to  our  schools.  Forty-two  (42)  of  our  teachers  never  had 
any  previous  experience  and  from  the  appearance  of  things,  it  looks 
as  if  a  greater  number  of  inexperienced  teachers  will  be  employed 
this  year. 

One  hundred  (100)  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates.  Forty- 
four  (44)  professional  certificates,  fifty-one  (51)  permanent  certifi- 
cates and  thirty-six.  (36)  have  graduated  at  a  State  Normal  School. 
The  Superintendent  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice, 
except  the  new  one  started  in  January  in  Antis  township;  did  not 
visit  it  at  all.  In  two  others,  the  teachers  were  away  at  the  time 
of  the  one  visit  in  those  districts,  so  those  two  schools  received 
but  one  visit  from  me. 

On  the  first  trip  we  tried  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  both 
pupils  and  teachers  the  importance  of  being  able  to  read  well. 
While  no  set  speech  was  given  to  any  of  the  schools,  yet  in  most 
of  them  the  remarks  made  were  upon  the  subject  of  reading. 

One  of  the  instructors  at  the  county  institute  was  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  emphasizing  that  subject,  and  to  try  to  inspire  teach- 
ers so  that  they  might  inspire  pupils  to  do  better  reading. 

All  of  these  visits  were  made  without  notifying  the  teacher  or 
director  of  the  time  of  the  visit,  and  each  visit  occupied  from  one- 
half  to  one  hour  of  time.  The  schools,  as  a  rule,  were  orderly,  but 
in  very  many  of  them  jjoor  teaching  was  done.  Notes  were  made  of 
this  and  suggestions  offered  on  a  slip  of  paper  handed  to  the 
teacher. 

Some  of  the  teachers  desired  me  to  take  charge  of  the  class, 
but  this  I  refused  to  do  for  my  purpose,  on  the  first  visit  at  least, 
was  to  see  how  they  taught  school. 

On  the  second  trip,  which  occurred  after  the  holidays,  many  of 
the  directors  accompanied  me.  In  most  of  the  township  schools, 
and  in  many  of  the  borough  schools  we  tried  to  tell  and  show  them 
the  importance  of  practical  arithmetic. 

About  the  same  length  of  time  was  spent  in  each  school  as  on  the 
first  visit. 

On- Saturday  and  at  night,  I  attended  seventeen  i17j  educational 
meetings  in  the  county,  also  attended  five  (5)  county  institutes,  part 
time  only,  of  the  surrounding  counties  of  Bedford.  Cambria,  Hun- 
tingdon, Clearfield  and  Centre.  Went  principally  to  hear  people 
whom  I  thought  I  might  possibly  engage  for  coming  institutes.  Got 
valuable  suggestions  and  information  at  each  of  these  institutes. 
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Our  institute  for  the  county  was  held  at  Hollidaysburg  the  first 
week  in  December.  The  instructors  were  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Princi- 
pal State  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  Pa.;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Elson, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss  Sarah  B.  Barber,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  Dr. 
Edwin  Chubb,  Athens,  Ohio.  All  of  the  instructors  were  closely 
listened  to  by  the  teachers  of  the  county  and  they  received  a  great 
amount  of  benefit  from  their  instruction. 

The  director  of  music  was  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  of  Ebensburg,  Pa. 
He  stirred  up  great  enthusiasm  among  the  teachers,  and  they 
sang  until  the  walls  of  the  court  house  fairly  shook.  The  pianist 
was  Miss  Gertrude  Aurand,  a  teacher  in  the  Hollidaysburg  schools, 
and  the  organist  Miss  Bertha  Africa,  a  teacher  in  the  Tyrone 
schools. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Scheaffer  was  with  us  on  Directors'  Day,  and  spoke 
to  the  Director's  Association  in  the  forenoon  and  to  the  Institute 
and  Director's  Association  combined  in  the  afternoon.  His  talks 
as  usual,  were  enjoyed  by  all  that  listened  to  them.  He  also  gave 
a  talk  on  the  following  day. 

Dr.  Edwin  Chubb  lectured  on  Monday  night  on  "Shakespeare  as 
a  Moral  Teacher."  It  was  a  scholarly  address  and  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  audience. 

On  Tuesday  night,  Wm,  Hawley  Smith  delivered  his  quaint,  mirth- 
provoking,  instructive  lecture  "We  the  People."  It  was  a  great 
plea  for  the  "brotherhood  of  man,"  and  when  he  finished  all  who 
heard  it  pronounced  it  among  the  very  best  that  have  been  given 
from  the  public  platform. 

On  Wednesday  night  the  Brockway  Jubilee  Singers  tickled  the 
audience  with  their  plantation  melodies  and  antic  performance. 

On  Thursday  night  Kev.  Sam  Jones  failed  to  come  on  account  of 
sickness,  and  an  entertainer  was  sent  who  failed  to  please  the 
audience. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  institute  was  a  solo  by  Mr.  Samuel  B. 
Hare,  Esq.,  of  Altoona,  one  by  Miss  Hostler,  of  Hollidaysburg,  and 
one  by  Miss  Daniels,  of  Hollidaysburg,  of  Hollidaysburg  Ladies 
Seminary. 

Rev.  Walker,  Principal  of  the  Hollidaysburg  Seminary  and  Rev. 
Given,  President  of  the  University  of  Southern  Pennsylvania,  also 
addressed  the  institute.  Ninety  six  (96)  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
of  the  county  were  in  attendance.  The  institute  was  considered  a 
success. 

Quite  a  number  of  public  school  libraries  have  been  established 
in  this  county  during  the  past  year.  In  my  next  report,  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  give  the  number  of  books  in  each,  the  kind  of  books  and 
other  items  of  interest  concerning  the  same,    At  our  county  in- 
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stitute  the  teachers  adopted  a  course  of  reading  comprising 
Schaeffer's  "Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think,"  Geo.  Eliot's  "Silas 
Marner,"  Shakespeare's  "Julius  Caesar,"  and  "Educational  Founda- 
tions. 

These  were  made  the  subjects  of  discussion  at  local  institutes  and 
teachers  were  examined  in  the  subject  matter  of  same. 

Nearly  all  the  grammar,  in  examinations  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates, was  taken  from  Julius  Caesar. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion  that  I  found  the  schools  of  the  county 
in  most  excellent  condition.  My  predecessor  Ex-Supt.  Wertz  was  a 
wise,  earnest,  judicious  and  hard  working  man.  He  wrought  wisely 
and  well  and  left  the  work  in  such  a  condition  that  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  follow  in  his  footsteps. 

I  thank  the  pupils,  patrons,  teachers,  directors,  press  and  Depart- 
ment for  favors  bestowed. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  L.  PUTNAM. 


The  report  for  the  year  just  closed  does  not  show  many  re- 
markable changes  in  the  school  affairs  of  our  county.  The  addi- 
tion of  algebra  and  civil  government  to  the  requirements  for  pro- 
visional certificates  was  expected  to  cause  consternation  among 
some  of  the  older  and  non-progressive  teachers,  but  when  the 
time  came  the  candidates  for  certificates  had  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  of  these  branches  so  that  the  number  of  rejections  was 
really  less  than  the  preceding  year.  During  the  year  forty  public 
examinations  were  held,  384  provisional  certificates  and  15  profes- 
sional certificates  were  granted  and  96  applicants  were  rejected. 
There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  employed 
and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  female  teachers 
employed.  The  average  age  of  teachers  has  increased,  being  now 
26  years;  92  were  employed  who  had  no  previous  experience;  177 
had  taught  five  or  more  terms,  and  they  held  certificates  as  follows: 
332  provisional,  70  professional,  18  permanent;  84  were  graduates 
of  State  Normal  Schools.  The  number  employed  who  had  been 
educated  beyond  the  common  branches  is  increased;  three  more 
college  graduates  were  employed  than  the  preceding  year,  and  a 
general  tendency  toward  higher  educational  qualifications  is  mani- 
fest. 
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The  annual  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October 
13th;  469  teachers  were  enrolled.     The  instructors  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Preston  W.  Search,  Clark  University,  Mass. 

Dr.  Gertrude  Edmund,  Training  School  for  Teachers,  Lowell, 
Mass. 

Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Mansfield  State  Normal  School. 

Miss  Sarah  Boude  Barber,  of  Lewisburg,  Pa. 

Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harris- 
burg. 

Prof.  George  P.  Bible,  National  School  of  Elocution  and  Oratory, 
Philadephia,  Pa. 

Instruction  in  music  was  given  by  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  of  Blooms- 
burg,  Pa. 

On  Monday  evening  Dr.  H.  A.  Cleveland,  of  Mankato,  Kansas, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  the  subject,  "The  Greatest  Thing  We  Can  Do 
with  Ourselves."  Capt.  Richard  P.  Hobson  lectured  on  Tuesday 
evening  on  ''The  United  States  us  a  World  Power."  Wednesday 
evening  the  teachers  were  given  a  reception  at  the  court  house  by 
the  county  officers  and  citizens  of  Towanda.  On  Thursday  evening 
Dr.  Newell  DwTight  Hillis  gave  a  lecture  entitled  "John  Buskin's 
Message  to  the  20th  Century."  The  institute  closed  with  a  fine 
musical  entertainment  by  the  Ernest  Gamble  Recital  Company. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  and  was  ad- 
dressed by  Deputy  Superintendent  John  Q.  Stewart.  About  72  di- 
rectors were  present  and  an  interesting  and  profitable  session  was 
held.  Much  interest  was  manifested  during  all  the  sessions  of 
this  institute. 

The  Bradford  County  Educational  Association  held  meetings 
during  the  year  at  Wyalusing,  Towanda  and  Canton.  Evening  lec- 
tures on  educational  subects  were  given  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of 
West  Chester,  Hon.  F.  T.  Ikeler,  of  Bloomsburg  and  J.  C.  Ingham, 
Esq.,  of  Towanda. 

Fourteen  local  institutes  were  appointed  at  different  places  in 
the  county  and  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers.  A  person  was 
appointed  in  each  township  to  arrange  and  hold  at  least  one  educa- 
tional meeting.  The  Superintendent  attended  all  the  local  in- 
stitutes and  such  educational  meetings  as  did  not  conflict.  Educa- 
tional sessions  were  held  at  the  different  Farmers'  Institutes  held 
in  the  county. 

Early  in  the  school  year  an  organized  effort  was  made  to  per- 
suade school  directors  to  increase  the  low  salaries  paid  to  teachers, 
and  this  subject  was  discussed  at  the  educational  meetings.  Upon 
the  convening  of  the  Legislature  the  minimum  salary  bill  soon  ab- 
sorbed the  attention,  and  the  general  sentiment  as  voiced  at  the 
educational    gatherings    was   so    favorable    to    this    measure    that 
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resolutions  were  adopted,  asking  our  Representatives  to  support 
the  bill.  In  the  discussions  the  argument  most  often  made  was 
that  better  salaries  will  give  better  teachers  and  also  hasten  the 
consolidation  of  schools  and  the  transportation  of  pupils,  which 
must  come  before  any  material  advancement  can  be  made. 

Township  High  Schools  were  in  operation  at  East  Snrithfield  and 
Granville  Center;  arrangements  are  being  made  to  establish  Town- 
ship High  Schools  the  coming  year  at  Camptown  for  Wyalusing 
township,  at  Orwell  for  Orwell  township,  and  Luther's  Mills  for 
Burlington  township.  To  establish  the  one  at  Orwell  the  Orwell 
Independent  District  was  abolished.  Warren  township  enlarged 
their  building  at  Warren  Center  and  brought  in  pupils  from  some 
of  the  neighboring  schools,  and  thus  gave  them  the  advantages  of 
a  graded  school.  Sayre  borough  enlarged  one  of  their  buildings, 
and  a  new  school  was  established  at  Laquin,  in  Carbon  Run  In- 
dependent District.  The  extensive'  lumber  operations  at  Laquin 
have  built  up  a  new  town  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for 
a  new  school  building,  which  will  be  modern  and  have  four  rooms. 

The  question  of  transportation  of  pupils  seems  to  be  a  difficult 
one  for  our  people  to  solve,  but  the  practice  is  becoming  more  com- 
mon each  year.  Our  directors  feel  that  the  present  method  of  dis- 
tributing the  State  appropriation  works  injustice  to  those  districts 
which  strive  to  increase  educational  advantages  by  doing  away  with 
small  schools  and  carrying  children  to  central  places,  in  as  much  as 
loss  of  appropriation  is  entailed  in  each  case  that  the  number  of 
teachers  employed  is  reduced;  the  principle  that  the  State  should 
assist  those  districts  which  strive  most  to  assist  themselves  cer- 
tainly is  not  carried  out  in  the  present  method  of  distributing  the 
appropriation.  In  many  cases  with  the  low  rate  of  salaries  paid  in 
this  county,  it  costs  more  to  give  a  child  the  poor  school  advantages 
which  he  has  at  present  than  it  does  to  give  the  good  school  ad- 
vantages which  the  pupils  in  the  boroughs  and  larger  towns  re- 
ceive. Laws  should  be  enacted  which  shall  encourage  the  people 
in  the  sparsely  settled  districts  to  better  their  schools,  and  as  the 
appropriation  is  the  inducement  given  by  the  State  to  get  the  rural 
districts  to  comply  with  the  laws,  this  should  be  apportioned  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  encourage  needed  improvements,  such  as  trans- 
portation of  pupils  and  consolidation  of  schools.  Nothing  will 
do  more  to  turn  public  opinion  against  high  salaries  than  the  main- 
tenance of  schools  of  less  than  ten  pupils,  and  nothing  will  do  more 
towards  making  a  good  teacher  poor  than  to  place  her  in  a  school  so 
small  that  no  opportunity  is  given  to  show  the  ability  whioh  she 
possesses. 
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BUCKS  COUNTY— A.  S.  Martin. 


Three  hundred  and  thirty  six  teachers  constituted  the  teaching 
force  of  Bucks  county  exclusive  of  Bristol  borough.  Sixty-seven  of 
the  teachers  held  provisional  certificates;  thirty-nine  professional 
certificates;  twenty-nine  permanent  certificates,  and  two  hundred  and 
one  were  State  Normal  school  graduates. 

Among  the  educational  events  of  the  county  are  numbered  four- 
teen local  institutes,  six  educational  meetings,  three  principals  meet- 
ings, two  meetings  of  the  Bucks  County  School  Directors  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Forty-eighth  Annual  Session  of  the  Bucks  County  Teach- 
ers' Institute.  These  educational  meetings  were  remarkable  for  the 
large  attendance  of  teachers,  school  directors  and  patrons,  as  well  as 
for  the  real  educational  spirit  that  seemed  to  permeate  each  meeting. 
They  were  held  in  various  districts  of  the  county  and  served  not  only 
to  stimulate  a  stronger  desire  for  good  schools,  but  they  in  a  meas- 
ure informed  the  people  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools,  the  influences 
that  counteract  the  process  of  education,  and  the  conditions  essen- 
tial to  effective  school  work. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of 
October.  That  the  work  of  this  body  might  be  more  intensive  and 
less  fatiguing  to  the  teachers,  the  length  of  the  morning  session  was 
shortened  to  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes.  The  length  of  the  after 
noon  session  was  two  hours.  The  effect  of  the  change  justified  the 
experiment. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  YVm.  W.  Parsons,  Dr.  John  H.  Washburn, 
Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Edmonds,  Dr.  Ceo.  M.  Philips,  Dr. 
Joseph  Swain,  Sara  Bonde  Barber,  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  Prof.  A. 
C.  Rothermel  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck.  The  evening  lecturers 
were  Dr.  Thos.  Dixon,  Jr.,  Prof.  L.  0.  Davis  and  Capt.  R,  P.  Hobson. 
The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  recital  by  Elizabeth  Gar- 
hill  Beecher  and  a  concert  by  the  Eugene  Cowles  Company. 

Some  of  the  questions  discussed  by  the  Directors  Association  are 
the  following:  "Should  Vocal  Music  be  Taught  in  Our  Public 
Schools?"  "The  Proper  Relation  of  the  School  Board  to  the  People 
and  to  the  Teacher;"'  "The  Township  High  School  and  its  Advant- 
ages;" "The  Relation  of  the  High  School  to  Higher  Institutions  of 
Learning,"  and  "The  Advantages  of  a  Uniform  Course  of  Study." 

The  press  of  the  county  deserves  much  credit  for  its  helpful  inter- 
est in  popular  education  and  for  its  liberal  assistance  by  published 
accounts  of  educational  events  and  by  its  progressive  discussions  of 
educational  conditions. 
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The  common  interest  of  the  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  press 
which  we  have  enumerated  is  indicative  of  a  wholesome  condition 
of  the  public  schools.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  in  our  visits  to  the 
schools  of  Bucks  county  we  have  found  this  to  be  true  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  them.  In  a  large  number  of  the  schools  the  virtues  of  neat- 
ness, obedience  and  industry  were  conspicuous  among  the  pupils. 

The  teachers  as  a  rule  gave  proper  attention  to  the  ventilation, 
light,  heat  and  cleanliness  of  the  room.  They  were  familiar  with  the 
subject  matter  of  the  lessons  under  discussion  and  the  best  ways  of 
presenting  the  subject  to  the  class. 

Although  the  school  work  during  the  year  has  been  generally  sat- 
isfactory, there  is  a  desire  of  still  greater  improvement.  During  the 
coming  year  we  shall  hope  for  the  practice  of  more  real  school 
economy,  for  a  larger  number  of  patrons  wrho  actually  know  the  work 
that  is  being  done  in  the  public  school,  and  for  a  greater  professional 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  the  works  of  the  great  teachers. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Howard  I.  Painter. 


One  more  school  year  has  gone  by.  Looking  back  over  the  work 
done  in  our  schools  this  year  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  it  was  a  pros- 
perous school  year  in  our  county.  Some  mistakes  no  doubt  were 
made  and  some  poor  work  done,  yet  as  a  whole  I  count  it  a  very  suc- 
cessful year's  work.  The  one  great  power  in  school  work  is  the 
teacher,  and  I  think  that  our  teachers  to  day  are  better  prepared  for 
the  work  and  more  enthused  in  it  than  ever  before.  Our  directors, 
pupils  and  parents  showed  much  interest  in  the  work  in  most  cases 
yet  some  few  of  each  class  always  hold  back  and  thus  hinder  the 
work. 


Schools. 

We  had  in  our  county  this  year  two  hundred  fifty-three  school 
houses,  and  three  hundred  six  school  rooms.  Sixty-four  of  our  teach- 
ers were  beginners,  and  ninety-one  had  taught  for  five  or  more  terms. 
Three  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  six  were  sup- 
plied with  new7  furniture;  several  more  wyere  repainted,  and  one  was 
burned  down. 
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Examinations. 


I  held  fifteen  public  examinations,  issued  three  hundred  provisional 
certificates,  fifteen  professional  certificates  and  refused  one  hundred 
forty  applicants. 

i  have  each  year  attempted,  at  least,  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
teaching  force  of  our  county,  and  in  so  doing  found  it  necessary  to 
lay  aside  a  few  teachers  who  had  already  taught.  This  is  certainly 
not  a  pleasant  thing  to  do,  but  it  must  be  done  il  we  ever  improve 
our  teaching  force — and  that  we  hope  to  do. 

On  March  28,  the  examination  for  public  school  diplomas  was  held 
in.  twenty-five  places  in  the  county.  One  hundred  fifty  pupils  passed 
the  required  examination  and  were  granted  diplomas. 

Educational  Meetings. 

More  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  than 
ever  before  in  any  one  year.  I  attended  and  took  a  part  in  twenty- 
six  of  these  meetings,  besides  attending  three  county  teachers'  insti- 
tutes in  other  counties.  Our  fall  meeting  of  teachers  was  well  at- 
tended, over  two  hundred  teachers  being  present.  I  feel  safe  in  say- 
ing that  our  teachers  get  more  real  benefit  out  of  such  meetings  than 
they  get  from  our  county  institute. 

The  regular  county  institute  was  held  December  15  to  10  with  the 
following  day  instructors:  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  of  Harrisburg.  Pa.; 
Hon.  Lewis  D.  Bonebrake,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  D.  F.  Dyer,  of 
Oxford,  Ohio;  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  of  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.;  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss, 
of  California,  Pa.;  Rev.  D.  N.  Miller,  of  Mill  Hall,  Pa.;  Mi  \  D.  N. 
Miller,  of  Mill  Hall,  Pa. 

The  directors'  session  was  attended  by  about  two  hundred  or 
more  directors  and  was  a  very  interesting  meeting.  On  April  17  and 
18  the  Round  Table  of  Principals  and  Superintendents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio,  met  in  Butler,  Pa.     Their  meeting  was  a  good  one. 

Attendance. 

The  year's  attendance  was  good,  yet  not  what  we  would  liked  to 
have  had  it.  Sickness  during  the  last  half  of  the  term  spoiled  this 
important  element  of  school  work  very  much.  The  compulsory 
school  law  was  enforced  in  most  districts,  yet  in  some  places  it  was 
sadly  neglected.  The  "thirteen  to  sixteen  year"  clause  in  said  act 
is  a  weak  one  and  should  be  changed.  Parents  who  do  not  care  for 
school  priveleges  can  always  fix  up  some  excuse  to  have  their  chil- 
dren "employed''  and  thus  evade  the  law. 
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Visits. 

I  visited  every  school  in  the  county  and  spent  an  average  of  one 
hour  in  each  school.  Many  directors  visited  the  schools  with  me. 
Directors  as  a  usual  thing  do  not  visit  their  schools  as  often  as  they 
should  do.  This  one  duty  I  try  to  impress  upon  them  in  every  way 
possible. 

Libraries. 

Many  books  and  new  libraries  were  added  to  our  schools  this  year, 
and  by  means  of  socials,  etc.,  new  bells,  clocks,  furniture  and  other 
apparatus  were  placed  in  the  schools.When  visiting  the  schools  I 
quite  often  asked  pupils  about  books  which  they  had  read  and  was 
well  pleased  with  the  work  along  this  line. 

High  Schools. 

We  had  three  township  high  schools  in  the  county;  one  in  Frank- 
lin township,  one  in  Penn  township,  and  one  in  Muddy  Creek  town- 
ship. The  first  two  were  largely  attended  and  each  one  did  good 
work.     The  township  high  school  is  growing  in  favor  with  our  people. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  our  worthy  State  Superintendent 
and  his  kind  assistants  for  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from 
them  during  the  year.  We  feel  that  they  are  deeply  interested  in 
their  work  and  this  helps  enthuse  us  in  the  work  we  are  trying  to  do 
for  our  schools. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— H.  T.  Jones. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my  first  report,  of  the  schools  of 
Cambria  county  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1903. 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  teachers  were  em- 
ployed, of  which  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  held  provisional  certi- 
ficates, thirty-three  professional,  thirty-five  permanent  and  four 
were  college  graduates.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  our 
teachers  manifested  an  interest  in  their  work  that  was  most  com- 
mendable. Educational  papers  and  books  relating  to  school  work 
were  to  be  found  in  the  great  majority  of  schools.      Such  forces 
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help  to  preserve  a  healthy  school  sentiment,  keep  teachers  in  touch 
with  the  best  educational  thought,  suggest  new  methods  and  do 
much  to  create  that  spirit  which  is  essential  to  successful  work. 


Visitations. 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  schools  were 
visited.  In  many  instances  I  was  accompanied  by  directors.  The 
presence  of  local  school  officers  always  brought  inspiration  to  the 
school,  the  teacher  as  well  as  the  superintendent.  The  time  spent 
in  each  school  was  necessarily  short.  To  supervise  400  schools  is 
more  than  one  man  can  do.  In  schools  where  it  was  evident  that 
supervision  and  suggestions  were  most  needed,  I  tried  to  spend  at 
least  one-fourth  of  a  day.  Even  this  was  too  short  to  accomplish 
much.  In  most  cases  it  is  not  difficult  to  detect  in  part  why  a 
teacher  fails,  but  to  make  suggestions  that  will  lead  to  improve- 
ment in  method  or  discipline  is  a  most  perplexing  question. 

Compulsory  School  Law. 

The  enforcement  of  this  law  rests  in  the  hands  of  the  directors. 
In  a  great  majority  of  districts  it  was  rigidly  enforced.  Sometimes 
severe  measures  were  resorted  to.  In  a  few  cases  there  was  a 
laxity  in  its  enforcement.  Our  law  makers  are  to  be  congratu- 
alted  on  the  wisdom  of  this  legislation.  It  is  already  bearing  fruit, 
and  we  believe  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every  boy  and 
girl  in  this  Commonwealth  will  possess  at  least  the  rudiments  of 
an  education. 


Buildings. 

The  advancement  of  our  schools  along  material  lines  was  revealed 
in  the  number  of  buildings  that  were  erected  during  the  year.  In 
ancient  Athens  the  Acropolis  was  crowned  with  beautiful  buildings 
dedicated  to  the  various  gods.  The  most  conspicuous  building  on 
that  hill  was  the  one  devoted  to  the  cause  of  education.  As  a  rule 
the  best  buildings  in  our  hamlets  and  villages  are  the  ones  that 
have  for  their  purpose  the  education  of  the  youth. 

Dale  borough  erected  a  beautiful  brick  structure  during  the  year. 
It  is  a  six  room  building,  well  planned  and  supplied  with  all  the 
modern  conveniences. 

Spangler  borough  completed  a  four  story  frame  building  during 
the  year. 

The  rural  districts  built  a  number  of  schools.  These  also  are  in 
keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
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Cresson  township  has  broken  ground  for  two  buildings,  one  of 
four  rooms  and  the  other  six. 

The  contract  has  been  let  for  a  $25,000  building  in  Franklin. 

Examinations. 

Twenty-eight  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year. 
Two  hundred  and  eighty-one  provisional  certificates  were  granted. 
Twenty-nine  applicants  failed.  It  has  been  my  purpose  to  keep  up 
the  standard  of  my  predecessor  in  regard  to  provisional  certifi- 
cates. 

The  custom  of  holding  examinations  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
was  continued.  These  have  a  wholesome  effect  upon  our  schools. 
It  gives  something  definite  for  which  to  work.  The  questions  were 
uniform  and  were  based  upon  the  course  of  study  found  in  Berkey's 
Manual  and  Guide.  Ninety-six  young  people  presented  themselves 
for  examination.  Out  of  this  number  fifty-five  were  granted  di- 
plomas. 

Salaries. 

Only  a  few  of  our  districts  will  be  effected  by  the  new  salary  law. 
The  effects  of  this  legislation  are  already  noticeable.  It  has  given 
a  new  impetus  to  our  local  normal  schools.  The  best  way  to  get 
a  teacher's  best  efforts  is  to  pay  him  well  for  his  work.  This 
law  is  better  than  any  system  of  pensioning  that  could  be  devised. 
No  teacher  relishes  the  idea  of  becoming  a  ward  of  the  State. 
Rather  let  them  be  paid  a  living  salary  and  their  intelligence  will 
provide  for  their  own  future.  In  this  case  as  in  others,  this  county 
always  gives  its  warmest  support  to  anything  that  has  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  teaching  profession.  This  emphasizes  the  fact,  our 
citizens  realize  the  tremendous  influence  that  our  schools  wield  iu 
the  onward  inarch  of  progress. 

Institutes. 

The  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  insti- 
lute.  We  tried  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  former  years.  The  in- 
structors were  among  the  most  eminent  on  the  institute  platform. 
The  day  periods  were  taken  up  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  D.  J. 
Waller,  Jr.,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship  and  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess. 

The  evening  sessions  were  patronized  most  liberally.  Not  only 
people  from  Ebensburg  avail  themselves  of  this  intellectual  treat, 
but  citizens  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  Hon.  John  Temple 
Graves,  Elbert  Hubbard,  The  Mendelssohn  Male  Quartette  and 
Capt.  R.  P.  Hobson  were  the  evening  attractions. 

Interesting  local  institutes  were  held  in  a  number  of  districts. 
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Director's  Association. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  during  the  county  institute.  It 
was  in  session  but  one  day.  The  business  of  the  association  was 
transacted  at  the  morning  meeting,  and  an  address  was  delivered 
by  Dr.  Houck. 

A  joint  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  and  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  afternoon.  The  program  was  arranged  with 
this  in  view. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  pupil,  patron,  director  and  all  who 
assisted  in  school  work.  My  relations  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  have  been  most  pleasant.  Their  treatment  was 
always  courteous.  The  school  forces  also  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  press  of  the  county. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  Collins. 


I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Cameron  county  have 
made  substantial  progress  during  the  past  year.  None  of  our 
schools  have  been  closed  on  account  of  contagious  diseases,  and 
very  few  of  our  pupils  have  been  ill  during  the  school  year. 

Five  public  examinations  were  held  this  year.  Fifty-two  pro- 
visional certificates  were  granted;  six  professional  certificates  and 
twelve  applicants  were  rejected. 

To  prepare  teachers  for  better  work  and  for  annual  examinations, 
a  summer  school  was  opened  in  Emporium  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Bastian, 
assisted  by  other  able  instructors.  Our  examinations  that  fol- 
lowed proved  that  the  teachers  were  much  benefitted  by  the  term. 
A  few  of  our  teachers  took  advantage  of  the  spring  term  in  the 
different  Normal  Schools,  and  a  number  will  attend  different  sum- 
mer schools  again  this  summer. 

Have  made  an  effort  to  visit  every  school  in  the  county  three 
times,  and  with  one  exception  have  succeeded.  Most  of  our  schools 
I  have  visited  four  and  five  times.  I  find  that  greater  good  can  be 
accomplished  by  spending  more  time  during  my  first  visit,  especially 
with  the  teachers  that  have  had  do  previous  experience.      In  some 
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of  our  districts  the  financial  circumstances  are  such  that  some  of 
the  best  and  more  experienced  teachers  seek  more  remunerative 
positions  elsewhere,  consequently  a  number  of  our  teachers  each 
year  are  inexperienced. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  Emporium,  October  20th  to 
24th.  It  was  a  success  in  every  particular.  The  instructors  were 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  H.  R.  Pat 
tengill,  Lansing,  Mich.,  Dr.  Charles  Gray  Shaw,  New  York  Univer- 
sity, Prof.  John  F.  Bigler,  Edinboro,  Pa.,  Miss  Frank  Huntley,  as- 
sisted by  Miss  Nellie  Huntley,  pianist,  had  charge  of  the  music. 
The  evening  attractions  were  Edward  P.  Elliott,  Earnest  Gamble 
Recital  Company,  Thomas  Dixon,  Jr.,  and  the  Chicago  Lady  En 
tertainers. 

Very  interesting  local  institutes  were  held  in  Driftwood,  Sterling 
Run  and  Emporium.  The  local  institutes  are  well  attended  by  the 
teachers  of  the  county  and  great  interest  is  manifested. 

A  class  of  six,  three  young  ladies  and  three  young  men,  grad- 
uated from  the  Emporium  high  school  May  6th,  1903.  Ten  boys 
and  girls  of  the  township  schools  passed  the  eighth  grade  examina- 
tion. 

One  new  school  house  was  built  in  Shippen  township  during  the 
year.  Our  schools  have  increased  in  number  from  forty-nine  to 
fifty-five.  A  few  school  buildings  that  needed  repairs  have  been 
made  more  comfortable.  I  can  report  all  buildings  in  the  county 
in  good  condition,  except  four  buildings  in  Gibson  township,  which 
will  be  repaired  and  papered  before  school  begins. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  most  cordially  thank  the  teachers  and 
directors  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  the  public  press  for  much 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  Si  ate  Department  for  innumerable 
courtesies  and  counsels. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  for  the  year  now  ended  and  in 
accordance  with  a  fitting  custom,  I  desire  to  add  a  few  comments 
upon  some  of  the  important  matters  of  educational  interest  at  the 
present  time. 

School  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  more  modern  and  better 
equipped  school  buildings  in  the  rural  districts  as  well  as  in  the 
towns  and  boroughs.     Two   new  one  room   buildings  were  opened 
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during  the  year,  one  in  Fenu  Forest  township  and  the  other  in 
Upper  Towamensing  township.  Both  of  these  are  neat,  well  built, 
well  lighted  and  pleasantly  situated.  A  tine  eight-room  building 
was  erected  in  Lehighton  and  dedicated  on  May  30th.  It  is  attrac- 
tive in  design,  modern  in  its  appointments  for  light,  heat  and  venti- 
lation, and  most  comfortable  and  complete  in  all  its  details.  The 
school  board  of  Lehighton  is  to  be  commended  for  the  intelligent 
manner  in  which  this  building  has  been  planned  and  erected.  The 
dedicatory  exercises  were  interesting  and  largely  attended.  The 
Arion  Band  furnished  the  music.  Judge  Horace  Heydt,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  local  school  board,  acted  as  chairman  of  the  meeting 
and  made  an  able  and  appropriate  address.  The  keys  of  the  build- 
ing were  formally  turned  over  to  the  school  board  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Breslin,  the  builder.  A  very  suitable  and  sensible  address  was  de- 
livered by  Ex-County  Supt.  A.  S.  Beisel,  of  Lehighton,  and  the  exer- 
cises were  concluded  by  an  address  on  "Modern  Schools  and  School 
Buildings,"  by  the  County  Superintendent. 

The  matter  of  suitable  and  properly  improved  school  grounds 
has  not  received  the  attention  that  is  due  it.  Not  much  has  been 
done  in  our  county  in  this  direction.  I  would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  school  boards  of  the  county  to  the 
necessity  or  the  desirability  of  improving  and  beautifying  the 
school  grounds  wherever  conditions  and  surroundings  will  permit. 
This  can  be  done  gradually  and  at  small  cost  to  the  several  districts. 

Schools  and  Teachers. 

More  important  than  school  buildings  are  the  teachers  and  the 
schools.  After  a  close  inspection  of  every  school  in  the  county,  I 
have  found  much  to  commend  in  the  work  of  many  of  our  teachers, 
and  in  the  general  condition  of  our  schools.  There  are  in  our  county 
some  able  teachers,  a  large  number  of  successful  and  conscientious 
teachers,  and  a  few  poor  ones.  The  poorest  teaching  was  not  done 
in  every  case  by  the  young  and  inexperienced,  but  in  some  instances 
by  those  from  whom  much  more  should  be  expected.  A  lack  of  real 
interest  and  of  the  right  spirit  is  the  cause  of  poor  teaching  quite 
as  often  as  lack  of  ability  to  teach.  The  necessity  of  improvement 
rests  as  heavily  upon  the  older  as  upon  our  younger  teachers  of 
this  county. 

Teachers'  Examinations. 

During  the  year,  seventeen  public  examinations  were  held.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  three  candidates  were  granted  provisional  cer- 
tificates and  forty-two  were  refused.  This  being  the  first  year  of 
mv  term  of  office,  I  suggested  to  the  teachers  present  at  the  ex- 
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aminations  special  lines  along  which  they  would  be  expected  to 
improve  during  the  following  year.  The  study  of  English  and  of 
the  Theory  of  Teaching  was  especially  recommended  and  a  few  help- 
ful books  in  each  subject  were  selected.  In  English,  the  following 
books  were  named  for  thorough  study:  Whittier's  Snow  Bound,  Lin- 
coln's Addresses,  Longfellow's  Evangeline  and  Irving's  Sketch  Book. 
In  the  theory  of  Teaching,  White's  Elements  of  Pedagogy  and 
Hughes's  The  Critic  were  chosen  for  intensive  study.  These  books 
were  made  the  basis  of  examination  in  these  subjects  for  the  fol- 
lowing year.  For  those  teachers  who  desired  to  qualify  themselves 
for  professional  certificates,  Gordy's  Psychology,  Baldwin's  School 
Management  and  Schaeffer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think  were 
recommended.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  commend  the  excellent 
work  done  in  these  subjects,  especially  by  many  of  those  teachers 
who  expected  to  apply  for  provisional  certificates  this  year.  The 
result  of  this  study  was  very  evident  in  the  quality  of  the  examina- 
tions in  these  branches  over  that  of  last  year.  There  are  too  many 
teachers  in  our  schools  who  are  indifferent  to  the  duty  of  their  own 
improvement,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  more  of  our  teachers 
will  take  up  special  work  of  this  nature  during  the  coming  year. 

It  is  along  these  lines  that  I  hope  to  do  the  most  good  for  the 
schools  of  this  county  in  the  future.  The  best  help  for  any  teacher 
is  self  help,  and  the  most  effective  way  in  which  to  improve  an) 
school  is  to  inspire,  if  this  be  possible,  the  individual  teacher  to  seek 
his  own  improvement.  I  have  suggested  this  motto  for  the  inspira- 
tion and  guidance  of  Carbon  county  teachers,  "Self  Improvement 
through  Self  Effort."  That  all  our  teachers  without  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  an  approaching  annual  examination  shall  adopt  this 
motto  is  my  earnest  wish,  and  to  effect  this  result  shall  be  my  con- 
stant aim  as  superintendent. 

Institutes. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Mauch  Chunk  during  the  week 
of  Dec.  1-5,  1902.  Every  teacher  in  the  county,  except  one,  who  was 
unavoidably  detained  by  illness,  was  in  attendance  throughout  the 
week.  The  attendance  by  the  general  public  at  both  the  day  and 
evening  sessions  was  very  large,  and  the  work  done  was  of  a  high 
order  of  merit.  It  would  be  difficult  to  secure  an  abler  body  of  in- 
structors for  such  a  purpose.  Following  is  the  list:  State  Supt. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Balliet,  Prof.  Henry  R.  Patten- 
gill,  Prof.  Alexander  Forbes,  Dr.  George  Morris  Philips,  Dr.  E. 
Oram  Lyte,  Prof.  Ellwood  L.  Kemp  and  Prof.  S.  W.  Mountz. 

Local  Institutes  and  Teachers'  Meetings  were  held  at  Lehighton, 
Nesquehoning,  Parry ville,  Lansford  and  Weatherly.     All  of  these 
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meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  the  public,  and  much 
interest  in  them  was  manifested.  I  am  confident  that  much  good 
was  accomplished  by  them. 

High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  of  our  county  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  and 
good  work  is  being  done  therein.  Classes  were  graduated  from  all 
but  one  of  the  high  schools  this  year.  The  Carbon  County  High 
School  Course  of  Study  is  followed  in  each  of  these  schools  with  such 
additions  thereto  as  local  conditions  demand  or  local  sentiment  has 
considered  desirable  to  make.  I  personally  assisted  in  the  examin- 
ation of  the  classes  at  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Packerton,  Franklin  In- 
dependent District,  Weissport,  Lehighton,  Nesquehoning,  Mauch 
Chunk,  Parryville,  Weatherly  and  Summit  Hill.  For  the  first  time 
in  its  history,  Weissport  has  raised  its  school  to  the  rank  of  a  high 
school  under  Principal  Clinton  S.  Felmlee,  and  this  year  graduated 
its  first  class  and  held  its  first  commencement.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  held  by  the  several  graduating  classes  w7ere  success- 
fully conducted  and  largely  attended. 

Visitations. 

With  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  the  fall,  I  began  my  round  of 
official  visits  with  the  purpose  of  reaching  as  many  of  the  rural 
schools  as  possible  before  the  meeting  of  the  county  institute. 
During  the  year  every  school  in  the  county  was  visited,  and  most  of 
the  ungraded  schools  were  inspected  a  second  time  during  the  term. 
In  these  visits,  it  was  my  aim  to  look  into  every  detail  of  the  school 
work,  the  aims  and  methods  of  the  teacher,  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  school,  and  the  general  results  being  attained. 
Good  methods  were  commended  and  contrary  methods  were  con- 
demned in  a  personal  conference  with  the  teacher.  The  sugges- 
tions thus  given  were  very  kindly  accepted  and  in  many  cases  it 
was  evident  that  an  effort  had  been  made  to  profit  by  them.  I 
feel  greatly  gratified  with  this  evidence  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
so  many  of  our  teachers  to  improve,  and  I  see  much  to  encourage  us 
in  the  wTork  of  the  future  in  this  spirit  of  willingness  to  receive 
and  profit  by  the  recommendations  of  the  superintendent  and  to 
co-operate  with  him  in  carrying  forward  the  educational  work  of 
the  county. 

Conclusion. 

In  concluding  this  summary  of  the  work  of  the  past  year,  I  desire 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindly  manner  in  which  I  have 
been  received  all  over  the  county  by  teachers,  directors  and  people, 
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and  my  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  educational  interest  of 
the  county  aided  and  encouraged  by  them.  My  thanks  are  hereby 
extended  to  my  worthy  predecessor  in  office,  Ex-Supt  A.  S.  Beisel, 
for  his  courtesy  to  me  on  the  relinquishment  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  his  helpful  assistance  and  advice.  For  the  cordial  in- 
terest and  helpfulness  of  the  press  of  the  county  in  all  the  educa- 
tional work  in  which  its  co-operation  was  solicited,  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  hearty  appreciation,  and  to  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  my  thanks  are  hereby  extended  for  many  courte- 
sies received  in  mv  official  relations  with  it. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramlev. 


There  is  nothing  new  to  report  in  the  administration  of  school 
affairs  in  the  county.  It  is  futile  to  try  to  measure  the  real  growth 
in  a  single  year.  "We  have,  however,  not  suffered  a  decline  in  school 
work,  but  more  than  ever  recognize  the  fact  that  professional  train- 
ing is  needed  to  teach  the  child.  Silent  forces  are  at  work  and 
healthful  growth  and  ripe  fruitage  result  therefrom.  The  expres- 
sion "a  good  school"'  means  far  more  than  it  did  a  few  years  ago, 
for  we  now  stand  on  a  higher  plane  in  the  educational  world.  Pro- 
gress was  interrupted  in  a  few  districts  by  sickness  manifesting 
itself  in  colds,  measles  and  whooping  cough.  The  drifted  condi- 
tion of  a  few  roads  greatly  interfered  with  progress  in  some  dis- 
tricts. The  lowest  per  cent,  of  attendance  in  any  one  district  was 
71,  and  the  highest  9G;  in  the  latter  epidemics  and  impassable  roads 
did  not  interfere.  Other  things  being  equal,  it  is  not  hard  to  tell 
in  which  district  our  ideals  were  more  nearly  reached. 

We  erected  no  new  houses  during  the  year,  but  a  number  of  old 
ones  were  greatly  improved.  The  little  ''red  school  house"  will  soon 
be  a  thing  of  the  past.  Public  opinion  gives  us  improved  conditions 
in  regard  to  cleanliness  and  interior  decorations  of  school  rooms, 
but  we  need  closer  supervision  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  directors 
to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a  number  of  out-buildings. 

The  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  are  growing  rapidly 
less  in  numbers.  We  licensed  a  third  more  a  few  years  ago  than 
during  the  time  covered  in  this  report.  Three  causes  bring  this 
about.     The  great  activity  in  the  industrial  world,  inadequate  sala- 
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lies,  and  the  standard  of  qualifications  required  by  the  superin- 
tendent. No  one  but  the  student-teacher  should  be  licensed,  and 
with  this  idea  in  view,  our  younger  teachers  are  urged  to  attend  a 
State  Normal  or  some  other  school  of  high  grade. 

We  hesitate  to  license  the  boy  whose  training  was  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  work  of  an  ungraded  school.  We  are  criticised  by 
a  few  for  pursuing  this  course,  but  we  worry  not  when  we  are  con- 
vinced that  our  course  will  give  us  better  schools.  We  organize 
schools  not  for  the  sake  of  giving  employment  to  young  men  and 
women,  but  for  the  moral  and  intellectual  benefit  of  the  children. 
Inadequate  salaries  caused  many  teachers  to  resign  and  enter  the 
industrial  world  by  "going  to  Pittsburg.'' 

We  held  examinations  for  public  school  diplomas  at  eight  dif- 
ferent places  and  69  applicants,  representatives  of  fourteen  dis- 
tricts, presented  themselves,  47  of  whom  received  diplomas.  One 
of  our  districts  continues  to  have  no  applicants  for  these  honors. 
Twenty-three  public  examinations  of  teachers  were  held  and  173 
provisional  and  17  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Sixty- 
four  applicants  were  not  licensed.  We  employed  143  male  and 
146  female  teachers;  57  had  no  previous  experience,  17  were  gradu- 
ates of  colleges.  Never  before  had  we  so  many  collge  graduates 
employed,  and  for  the  first  time  do  our  lady  teachers  exceed  in 
point  of  numbers.  Last  year  wre  employed  thirty-four  more  men 
than  women.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increase  of  teachers  who 
are  graduates,  and  a  corresponding  decrease  of  those  holding  the 
lowest  grade  of  certificate.  It  is  true  that  certificates  say  nothing 
concerning  will-power,  sympathy  for  children,  high  ideals  and  soul- 
power,  but  they  do  say  something  concerning  scholarship,  without 
which  no  one  can  succeed  as  a  teacher.  In  selecting  teachers,  di- 
rectors must  consider  the  man  and  the  license.  A  few  of  our  teach- 
ers were  failures. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Bellefonte,  December 
29,  1902,  to  January  2,  1903.  It  was  as  usual  the  crowning  event 
of  the  year.  The  instructors  were  very  practical  men,  and  w7ere 
greeted  by  large  and  attentive  audiences.  A  few  express  a  desire 
to  have  the  institute  divided  into  sections  for  department  and 
grade  work,  but  we  fail  to  see  the  wisdom  of  this  plan,  because  of 
the  short  time  the  teachers  are  assembled,  methods  could  not  be  de- 
veloped, hence  the  purpose  of  an  institute  is  to  inspire  and  revive 
the  professional  life  of  a,  teacher.  In  this  way  the  most  good  is 
done  to  all.  The  usual  amount  of  district  institute  work  was 
scheduled,  but  owning  to  inclement  weather  a  few  of  these  meet- 
ings were  not  well  attended. 
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The  serenteenth  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation convened  on  Thursday  of  Institute  week.  Relatively  speak- 
ing, the  attendance  was  unusually  good,  half  of  the  directors  in 
the  county  attended.  This  association  is  an  important  link  in  the 
school  system  of  the  county.  At  every  recurring  meeting  much 
interest  is  manifested,  and  the  good  director  is  made  better.  Our 
last  Legislature  took  a  step  in  the  right  direction  when  it  legally 
recognized  this  feature  of  school  work.  D.  F.  Fortney,  Esq.,  S.  W. 
Smith,  Cap.  C.  T.  Fryberger  and  the  writer,  were  chosen  delegates 
and  attended  the  State  Directors'  Convention  at  Harrisburg  in 
February.  The  first  named  delegate  was  one  of  the  principal 
speakers  at  the  State  meeting.  Our  directors  made  upwards  of  800 
visits  to  the  schools  in  the  aggregate,  but  fifty-six  schools  received 
no  visits  from  these  officials.  What  a  telling  influence  upon  the 
schools  if  directors  would  perform  their  work  of  supervision  as 
contemplated  by  law.  In  many  districts,  directors  almost  wholly 
ignore  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Laws  whose  penalties  are 
not  enforced,  when  violated,  should  be  repealed.  Their  existence 
is  an  annoyance  to  such  as  desire  to  be  law-abiding  citizens.  Let 
the  law  be  enforced  or  repealed. 

The  commencement  exercise  of  the  Bellefonte  and  the  Philipsburg 
High  Schools  were  exceedingly  interesting,  and  the  usual  number 
of  pupils  graduated.  The  sentiment  for  high  school  work  in  rural 
districts  is  continuing  to  grow.  Several  township  high  schools  have 
now  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  and  other  districts  will  soon 
have  equal  facilities.  The  Walker  Township  High  School  will  have 
two  teachers  the  coming  term.  The  tendency  to  neglect  a  proper 
amount  of  review  of  common  school  work  may  create  dissatisfaction, 
and  make  these  otherwise  excellent  agencies  unpopular. 

The  sentiment  in  favor  of  transporting  children  in  rural  districts 
and  centralizing  schools  is  growing  slowly. 

Numerically  our  county  is  not  growing.  Our  enrollment  a  year 
ago  was  112  less  than  the  preceding  year,  and  now  we  report  135 
less  than  last  year.  This  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  fewer 
children  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years  attend  school.  Why  our 
average  is  239  less  than  last  year,  we  will  not  venture  to  account 
for.  Eighty-one  pupils  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  are  re- 
ported not  in  school.  Seventy-one  of  these  are  found  in  the  two 
principal  mining  districts. 

How  to  create  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  libraries  in  some  of  our 
boroughs  is  still  an  unsolved  problem.  Even  one  of  our  boroughs — 
the  fourth  in  population — reports  "no  library." 

Pennsylvania  State  College,  which  is  located  on  Centre  county 
soil,  was  never  better  patronized  than  at  present.     It  occupies  so 
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high  a  plane  of  usefulness  that  it  deserves  even  better  support. 
The  philanthropy  of  Carnegie  and  Schwab  is  supplying  several  needs 
and  thus  greatly  adds  to  the  efficiency  of  the  college. 

The  suggestions  given  in  our  report  a  year  ago  are  still  germane. 

In  the  performance  of  duty,  we  had  the  support  of  teachers,  direc- 
tors and  friends  of  education.     For  this  we  are  truly  grateful. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— George  W.  Moore. 


The  art  of  teaching  is  studied  and  practised  as  never  before.  The 
work  of  our  teachers,  during  the  past  year,  with  few  exceptions,  has 
been  most  commendable.  This  is  evidenced  not  only  in  the  school 
room,  but  by  the  enrollment  in  our  Professional  Reading  Course, 
and  the  large  number  of  our  teachers  who  obtained  professional 
and  permanent  certificates. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pupils  took  the  annual  examination 
under  the  uniform  graded  course  of  study,  given  by  the  Superin- 
tendent.    Of  this  number  six  hundred  and  nineteen  passed. 

Of  course  the  great  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county 
institute.  With  such  distinguished  instructors  as  Dr.  George  Mor- 
ris Phillips,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Prof.  Francis  H.  Green,  all  of  our 
splendid  Normal  School,  together  with  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Prof. 
Earl  Barnes  and  Prof.  Jere  March,  all  of  Philadelphia,  the  insti- 
tute measured  up  to  all  that  could  be  desired  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers. 

Most  excellent  local  institutes  were  held  at  Russellville,  Barnsley, 
Kemblesville,  Unionville,  West  Grove,  Honeybrook,  Parkerford 
and  Cochranville.     Every  sign  encourages  and  inspires. 

The  Superintendent  visited  every  school  once  and  many  taught 
by  beginners  received  a  second  call.  One  hundred  and  seventy 
directors  met  the  Superintendent  at  the  various  schools  in  the 
county.     Our  conferences  together  proved  mutually  helpful. 

Single  desk  furniture  is  rapidly  superseding  the  old  double  desk. 
New  school  buildings,  during  the  past  year,  were  opened  in  Tredy- 
ffrin  township  at  Paoli,  where  a  handsome  three  room  building, 
with  modern  heating  and  ventilating  system,  is  occupied  as  a  graded 
school,  in  which  the  Township  High  School  finds  a  permanent  and 
beautiful  home.  Valley  township  added  a  brick  school  house  near 
the  western  suburbs  of  Coatesville,  and  East  Nantmeal  township 
erected  a   substantial    stone   building   at   Marsh.       Prospect   Hill 
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school  house  in  West  Fallowfield  township  was  burned  last  winter. 
A  new  building  is  now  being  erected  on  the  old  site;  also  a  fine  four- 
room  building  at  Cochranville  in  the  same  township.  New  build 
iligs  are  also  in  course  of  construction  in  East  Fallowfield  and  East 
Whiteland  townships. 

Township  High  Schools. 

During  the  past  year  sixteen  townships  conducted  High  Schools 
in  full  accordance  with  the  recent  law  pertaining  to  the  same.  The 
districts  maintaining  such  schools  are  Cain,  North  Coventry,  East- 
town,  West  Fallowfield,  East  Goshen,  Honeybrook,  East  Marlbor- 
ough, West  Nautmeal,  New  Garden,  New  London,  East  Nottingham, 
East  Pikeland,West  Pikeland,  Tredyfirin,  West  Vincent  and  Wallace. 
Two  more  will  be  established  for  the  next  year  in  the  townships  of 
East  Brandywine  and  Warwick.  Our  people  are  awakening  to  the 
opportunity  thus  afforded  the  children  of  the  rural  districts.  But 
the  best  results  of  these  schools  as  well  as  the  truest  interest  of  the 
community  in  the  same  will  never  be  maintained  till  we  touch  the 
pocket  book  nerve  of  the  respective  townships,  for  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  real  interest  that  some  places  have  in  the  High  School  is  found 
in  the  thought  that  they  are  getting  something  for  nothing. 

Permanent  Certificates. 

Nineteen  of  our  teachers  received  permanent  certificates  last 
spring. 

In  this  day  of  educational  advancement,  the  teacher  who  has  not 
yet  qualified  herself  for  a  permanent  certificate  should  put  forth 
every  wise  effort  to  gain  this  point. 

The  advantages  are  self-evident;  it  relieves  the  teacher  from  that 
nervous  strain  which  the  annual  examination  brings  upon  too  many; 
it  is  gratifying  to  school  boards  to  notice  educational  progress  in 
their  teachers;  it  will  have  a  good  effect  upon  schools,  for  that  one 
who  ceases  to  be  a  student  will  soon  discover  that  her  power  as  a 
teacher  is  waning,  and  her  work  more  difficult  and  less  interesting. 

The  Principals'  Club. 

The  meetings  of  the  principals'  club  of  Chester  county,  during  the 
past  year,  were  held  in  the  West  Chester  High  School  at  the  times 
appointed  by  the  executive  committee. 

The  executive  committee  consists  of  three  (3)  persons,  appointed 
by  the  president  of  the  club;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  arrange  a  pro- 
gram, and  the  time  and  place  of  the  meetings. 

The  discussions  were  on  the  Methods  of  Teaching;  and  more  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  the  executive  branch  of  a  principals'  duty. 
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There  were  two  (2)  meetings  held  during  the  year.  The  first  was 
a  continuation  of  the  subject  of  school  discipline.  At  this  meeting 
the  discussion  was  upon  the  present  system  of  school  discipline — in 
which  the  principal  or  teacher  is  the  growing  power. 

The  papers  as  assigned  by  the  committee  showed  much  thought 
and  research.  After  the  papers  were  read,  the  privileges  of  the  floor 
were  given  our  own,  and  the  visiting  teachers — among  whom  was 
Supt.  Smith,  of  Delaware  county,  and  a  number  of  principals  from 
his  and  the  adjoining  counties. 

The  second  meeting  was  upon  the  subject  of  "Marking,"  in  its  va- 
rious phases.  This  meeting  was  equally  successful,  as  was  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  teachers  present  and  the  interest  taken. 
The  subjects  of  discussion  are  of  such  a  nature  as  ought  to  interest 
every  live  teacher. 

The  meetings  during  the  year  were  very  successful  and  profitable 
to  all  present,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  still  more  of  the  teach- 
ers may  join  the  club  during  this  year.  It  is  a  project  worthy  of 
our  most  hearty  co-operation  and  support. 

Teachers'  Professional  Society. 

The  Chester  County  Teachers'  Professional  Society  last  year  had 
an  enrollment  of  100,  and  granted  76  certificates.  The  disparity 
between  the  membership  and  the  certificates  is  caused  by  the  fact 
that  some  teachers  became  members,  bought  books  and  did  not 
make  any  further  record  with  the  society;  some  who  started  the 
reading,  but  for  some  reasons  known  to  themselves,  did  not  com- 
plete all  the  books;  still  others  did  the  reading,  took  the  examina- 
tions, but  did  not  do  sufficiently  well  to  get  the  coveted  recognition 
in  the  shape  of  the  county  certificate. 

For  the  current  year  the  committee  has  chosen  three  books  of  un- 
questioned value  to  every  working  teacher.  It  is  likely  that  these 
new  text  books  are  little  known  to  the  teachers  in  Chester  county, 
yet  the  teacher's  worth  to  her  pupils,  patrons  and  the  school  board 
will  be  much  increased  if  she  makes  a  careful  study  of  them. 

Two  centuries  of  Pennsylvania  History  by  Isaac  Sharpless,  is  con- 
cise, accurate  and  interesting.  Pennsylvania  is  correctly  named 
the  "Keystone  State."  While  her  position  geographically  is  in  the 
position  among  the  colonies  of  a  keystone  in  an  arch,  the  history 
of  her  men  and  their  actions  has  given  her  central  position  with 
her  sister  colonies  in  the  troublous  times  of  the  early  settlements. 
William  Penn,  the  founder,  stands  out,  one  of  the  noblest  characters 
of  all  history. 

Pennsylvania's  religious  tolerance  became  world-known,  since  she 
not  only  admitted,  but  welcomed,  all  nationalities  and  creeds.     The 
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people  unlike  in  industrial  experience,  in  civic  ideals,  in  religion 
were  moulded  into  a  unified  people  without  persecution  or  coercion. 
Pennsylvania's  history  is  so  full  of  the  most  sparkling  interest;  and 
the  history  of  the  country  and  the  world  is  so  much  interwoven,  that 
all  her  sons  and  daughters  should  know  it  well.  The  teacher  es- 
pecially should  have  in  mind  not  only  the  political  history  of  her 
State,  but  as  well  the  characters  who  were  prominent  in  making 
that  history.  Illustrative  material  for  all  grades  can  be  found  in 
the  biographical  history  of  the  State.  The  committee  recommends 
this  book  to  all  teachers  in  the  county  with  the  earnest  desire  that 
all  may  be  aroused  to  increased  interest  in  teaching  the  history  of 
our  great  Commonwealth,  so  that  the  pupils  may  the  more  surely 
know  the  goodly  heritage  in  which  they  have  a  part. 

The  second  book  for  the  course  is  Kemp's  History  of  Education. 
Dr.  Brumbaugh,  whom  we  know  so  well,  says  in  his  editor's  preface: 
"This  volume  is  an  intelligent  and  concise  presentation  of  educa- 
tional advance.  It  will  be  found  conservative,  thoughtful  and  fair 
in  its  treatment  of  the  various  dominant  influences  of  the  race.  It 
is  well  for  us  to  see  educational  progress  from  several  standpoints, 
as  several  authors  described  the  trend  and  development  of  human 
thought." 

To  the  teacher  the  study  of  history  of  education  brings  two  valu- 
able results.  It  widens  her  professional  horizon  and  makes  her 
feel  the  dignity  of  her  calling;  it  gives  her  true  pedagogic  perspec- 
tive and  enables  her  to  estimate  accurately  the  value  of  courses  of 
study  and  methods  of  teaching. 

The  third  book  of  the  course  is  Burrage's  School  Sanitation  and 
Decoration.  The  subjects  covered  by  this  book  are  of  vital  import- 
ance to  every  teacher  as  well  as  to  all  school  directors.  The  latter 
have  to  do  greatly  with  location  of  schools,  construction  of  school 
buildings,  principles  of  heating,  ventilating  and  lighting  and  school 
furniture.  Such  topics  discussed  with  reason,  admitting  that 
school  conditions  are  much  improved,  but  suggesting  that  there 
are  some  unsanitary  school  sites,  buildings,  and  showing  how  such 
conditions  may  be  improved,  and  giving  plans  for  the  better  con- 
struction and  conduct  of  new  buildings.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  better  sanitary  conditions  in  the  school  room  will  contribute  to 
future  communities  the  possibility  of  a  more  healthy  and  vigorous 
manhood  and  womanhood.  To  the  teacher  the  book  is  most  sugges- 
tive along  the  lines  of  proper  lighting,  heating,  and  ventilating, 
seating,  care  of  the  eyes;  arrangement  of  classes;  fatigue;  choice  of 
books,  pictures  and  plants.  The  committee  is  certain  that  every 
teacher  who  reads  School  Sanitation  will  not  only  be  much  inter- 
ested, but  her  work  will  be  more  carefully  arranged,  her  school  room 
and  grounds  will  show  a  greater  degree  of  beauty  and  neatness, 
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and  her  pupils  will  imbibe  the  spirit  of  reform  that  is  so  urgently 
pressed  by  school  men. 

The  Professional  Society  of  Chester  County  is  now  five  years  old. 
The  committee  is  assured  that  the  members  have  gained  greatly 
from  their  reading,  that  the  pupils  have  gained  incalculably  more 
from  the  added  zeal  and  the  renewed  professional  spirit  of  their 
teachers.  One  of  the  daggers  to  every  teacher  is  routine;  the  same 
continuous  practice  so  necessary  to  produce  skill  will  lead  to  ar- 
rested development  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  even  as  improper 
instruction  docs  with  the  pupil.  Careful  persistent  reading  in 
pedagogical  literature  will  surely  lead  us  away  from  dull  routine. 
Each  new  reading  arouses  us  to  new  earnestness  and  renewed  men- 
tal activity.  Reading  creates  higher  ideals  and  fills  a  teacher  with 
a  desire  to  make  them  real.  With  the  teacher  especially  should  the 
ideals  be  ever  enlarging  and  her  growth  be  unflagging.  It  is  as  nec- 
essary for  the  experienced  teacher  to  continue  her  reading  as  for 
the  new  one  to  take  it  up. 


Obituary. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  profound  regret  that  we  chronicle  the  death 
of  five  directors  and  four  teachers  during  the  past  year.  Your 
space  will  not  permit  the  tribute  due  each  of  these  noble  co-workers 
in  the  cause  of  public  education. 

Some  were  called  early  in  their  public  services,  others  served 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  but  all  faithfully.  We  recall  their  noble 
qualities  as  we  name  them.  Directors:  John  Battin,  of  Pocopson, 
Samuel  X.  Rosen,  East  Vincent,  T.  T.  Smith,  West  Chester,  Wash- 
ington McCoy.  East  Goshen  and  Richard  Walsh,  of  West  Goshen. 

Teachers:  Miss  Anna  V.  Taylor,  West  Chester.  Miss  Lida  Hoopes, 
West  Chester,  Miss  Lena  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Sharpless  of  West  Chester. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Lewis,  who  has  taught  with  eminent  success  in  the 
schools  of  Willistown  township,  resigned  to  become  a  missionary 
to  Persia,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ladies'  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  best  wishes  of  the  teach- 
ers of  Chester  county  go  with  her  to  her  new  field  of  labor. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
directors,  principals  and  teachers  I  have  ever  been  received  most 
cordially  and  feel  assured  of  their  response  whenever  called  upon. 
This  is  my  greatest  inspiration. 
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CLARION  COUNTY— L.  L.  HIMES. 


This  being  my  first  annual  report,  I  have  no  data  from  which 
to  compare  the  work  of  this  year  with  that  of  last  year  or  any  pre- 
ceding ones;  yet  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  schools  made 
substantial  progress  along  many  educational  lines. 

We  have  peculiar  advantages,  by  having  a  State  Normal  located 
in  the  central  part  of  our  county.  The  teachers  very  generally  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  for  professional  training,  and  are  the 
stronger  for  it.  Yet  professional  training  without  scholarship  is 
not  the  best  preparation  for  a  teacher.  Nothing  can  take  the  place 
of  scholarship  in  the  teacher's  work,  and  the  professional  training 
received  by  any  teacher  is  always  conditioned  by  scholarship. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  public  and  seven  special  examinations 
were  held  throughout  the  county,  at  which  two  hundred  seventy- 
five  applicants  were  examined  and  two  hundred  twenty-seven  pro- 
fessional certificates  granted. 

The  school  districts  of  the  county  were  arranged  into  eight  groups 
and  local  institutes  were  held  in  each  group.  The  programs  for 
these  meetings  were  arranged  by  the  teachers  of  each  group.  This 
arrangement  made  these  meetings  helpful  to  the  experienced  as  well 
as  the  beginning  teacher,  as  each  group  arranged  for  what  was  most 
needed  in  the  respective  grouped  districts.  Several  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School  attended  these  meetings  and 
gave  helpful  instructions. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December  29th. 
The  day  sessions  were  held  in  the  court  house  and  were  well  at- 
tended. The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  Deans,  Supt.  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  D.  J.  H.  Bair,  Columbia  University,  Dr.  Samuel  Weir,  Prin. 
Clarion  Normal,  Prof.  Thos.  C.  Blaisdell,  Pittsburg,  Profs.  W.  G. 
Welch,  Walter  G.  Egbert,  John  Ballentine,  of  Clarion  Normal,  and 
Prof.  E.  R.  Mason,  of  Chicago,  director  of  music.  The  night  sessions 
were  held  in  the  new  Normal  chapel.  Dr.  Isaac  M.  Foster  lectured 
on  Monday  night.  The  Mendelssohn  Quartette  Company  appeared 
on  Tuesday  night.  Dr.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis  was  booked  for  Wed- 
nesday night,  but  failed  to  come.  Dr.  C.  Deane  lectured  on  "The 
Possibility  of  a  Boy."  Dr.  Charles  A.  Eaton,  Thursday  night.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  well  attended,  and  with  the  exception 
of  the  disappointment  by  Dr.  Hillis,  were  appreciated  and  com- 
mended. 

The  following  "Aims  of  the  Institute,"  were  selected,  printed  in 
the  institute  book,  and  characterized  the  work  of  the  week: 
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1.  The  institute  should  be  regarded  as  the  chief  agencj  now  at 
our  command  for  communicating  some  measure  of  professional 
knowledge,  and  some  degree  of  professional  spirit  to  teachers. 

2.  The  institute  should  inspire  its  membership  with  a  determina- 
tion to  gain  the  helps  that  are  offered  by  larger  courses  of  instruc- 
tion, or,  when  this  is  impossible,  to  pursue  a  systematic  course  of 
self-instruction  by  reading  and  study. 

3.  The  aim  of  the  institute  should  be  rather  to  communicate  the 
best  methods  of  organizing,  governing  and  instructing  than  to 
teach  subject  matter. 

4.  The  best  work  of  the  institute  should  be  regarded  as  the  crea- 
tion of  the  scholarly  and  the  professional  spirit,  a  desire  to  reach 
high  scholastic  attainments,  and  an  ambition  to  attain  to  artistic 
excellence  in  teaching. 

Much  money  and  labor  have  been  spent  during  the  last  few  years 
in  securing  school  libraries  in  our  county.  These  have  done  much 
good,  but  in  many  instances,  very  unwise  selections  have  been  made, 
and  on  account  of  these  unwise  and  careless  selections,  the  school 
library  movement  in  our  county  has  met  opposition  and  severe 
criticism,  which  has  been  beneficial  in  many  ways.  The  teachers 
are  now  convinced  that  every  novice  is  not  capable  of  making  a  wise 
selection  of  books  for  a  school  library. 

During  the  last  year,  the  books  selected  for  our  school  libraries 
have  been  history,  science  and  literature.  Under  these  general  divi- 
sions are  biography,  travel,  the  historical  novel,  the  drama,  poetry, 
essays,  civil  government  and  pedagogics.  The  light  trashy  novel 
has  been  excluded  from  the  list,  and  where  previously  purchased, 
has  been  removed  from  the  school. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  High  School  classes  at 
Clarion,  New  Bethlehem,  East  Brady,  St.  Petersburg  and  Edenburg 
were  educational  meetings  worthy  of  mention.  The  classes  were 
greeted  by  large  audiences  at  each  place,  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  people,  spoke  the  popularity  of  these  schools,  and  the 
exercises  showed  the  efficiency  of  the  work  being  done  in  these 
graded  schools. 

In  such  a  county  as  ours,  where  the  Superintendent's  work  is  so 
varied  and  extends  over  so  much  territory,  it  is  difficult  to  point  out 
definite  results,  or  to  even  find  the  point  of  contact  where  results 
must  appear,  yet  there  are  many  evidences  of  advancement  and 
substantial  growth  all  along  the  line. 

It  seems  proper  in  this  report  to  make  mention  of  the  hearty  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  all  those  interested  in  education,  and  the 
courteous  treatment  and  hospitality  accorded  throughout  tho 
countv. 
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CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— E.  C,  Shields. 


In  reviewing  the  educational  work  of  our  county  for  the  past 
j ear  we  find  some  things  that  discourage  us,  but  we  also  find  much 
to  encourage  us  in  our  wrork.  And  in  comparing  the  year  with  past 
years  we  find  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made.  In  some 
districts  a  very  creditable  effort  has  been  made  to  enforce  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law,  and  such  districts  have  met  with  good  suc- 
cess. In  many  others  the  proper  effort  has  not  been  made,  and 
we  have  too  many  pupils  out  of  school.  We  believe,  however,  that 
the  results  in  the  districts  where  the  proper  effort  has  been  made, 
have  been  so  satisfactory  that  in  these  districts  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther cause  of  complaint,  and  that  other  districts  will  follow  their 
example  the  coming  year. 

Teachers  were  scarce  in  our  county,  and  several  schools  had  to 
remain  closed  for  considerable  time  in  order  to  secure  teachers.  We 
are  living  in  hope  that  the  minimum  salary  law  will  in  a  year  or  two 
correct  this,  and  will  induce  experienced  teachers  to  remain  in  the 
work,  and  thus  give  us  a  better  grade  of  teachers.  We  find  some 
encouragement  along  this  line  in  comparing  this  year's  statistical 
report  with  that  of  last  year.  Last  year  we  had  241  teachers  hold- 
ing provisional  certificates  against  234  this  year.  Last  year  65 
Normal  graduates,  this  year  91.  Last  year  202  who  had  taught  five 
or  more  years,  this  year  223.  Last  year  81  without  previous  expe- 
rience, this  year  77.  While  the  difference  in  the  numbers  is  not 
great,  yet  the  balance  is  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  and  if  kept 
up  for  several  years  will  make  a  marked  improvement  on  our 
schools. 

A  number  of  good  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Bec- 
caria,  Bell,  Boggs  and  Decatur  townships  each  built  good  one-room 
houses.  Pike  township  built  two  good  one-roomed  houses.  These 
houses  are  built  of  building  tile  and  are  substantial  modern  houses. 
Sandy  and  Cooper  townships  each  built  good  two-room  buildings. 
DuBois  borough  added  four  rooms  to  each  of  its  First  and  Third 
ward  buildings.  Clearfield  borough  completed  a  fine  stone  and 
brick  building.  It  contains  a  large  assembly  room  with  a  seating 
pacacity  of  250  and  seven  recitation  rooms  on  the  second  floor;  four 
school  rooms,  a  cooking  room,  and  a  sewing  room  on  the  first  floor, 
and  a  manual  training  room  in  the  basement.  All  these  rooms  are 
well  equipped  with  the  necessary  utensils  and  tools  for  thorough 
instruction  and  drill  in  these  departments.  The  departments  of 
Domestic  Science  and  Manual  Training  were  added  to  these  schools 
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during  the  term,  and  competent  teachers  employed,  who  have  pro- 
duced excellent  results.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  steps 
taken  in  our  county  in  educational  work,  and  through  its  influence 
we  believe  this  will,  in  a  few  years  become  a  feature  of  many  of 
the  town  schools  of  the  county.  It  is  but  proper  to  add,  in  this 
connection,  that  it  was  through  the  bequest  of  the  late  David  Mc- 
Gaughey,  of  Clearfield,  that  it  was  made  possible  for  the  school 
board  to  add  these  departments,  without  extra  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers, and  they  very  properly  named  it  the  "David  McGaughey 
Memorial  Department  of  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science, 
of  the  Clearfield  public  schools. 

The  county  institute  was  full  of  interest  and  attracted  immense 
audiences.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  larger  than  ever  before, 
and  the  promptness,  co-operation,  and  close  attention  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  day  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Dept.  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Preston  W.  Search,  Supt. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Miss  Emma  Lenore  MacAlarney,  Miss  Ida  M. 
Strawn.  Violinist  and  soloist  Miss  Louie  M.  Taylor,  Music  con- 
ductor I.  D.  Gresh,  Elocutionist  Miss  Martha  B.  Stickel,  Pianists 
Miss  Josephine  Thompson  and  Miss  Taylor.  The  evening  entertain- 
ments were  by  "Maro,"  The  Parker  Concert  Company,  Hon.  Walter 
M.  Chandler,  and  Rogers  &  Grilley. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  held  a  two  days  convention, 
and  every  session  wras  full  of  interest  and  very  largely  attended. 
The  discussions  were  animated  and  the  topics  were  full  of  interest 
to  the  educational  workers  of  the  county.  The  association  took  ad- 
vanced positions  on  the  line  of  educational  questions  of  the  day, 
and  by  resolutions  heartily  sustained  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction in  trying  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  minimum  salary  bill, 
and  other  needed  legislation. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  applicants  presented  themselves 
for  examination  for  public  school  diplomas.  Of  this  number  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  passed  successfully  and  were  graduated. 
Nearly  every  district  in  the  county  was  represented  in  these  classes, 
and  each  year  this  is  proving  a  greater  stimulus  in  keeping  the 
pupils  in  school  till  they  finish  the  public  school  course.  Besides 
these  there  were  graduated  from  the  different  high  schools  of  the 
county  forty-eight  high  school  pupils. 

All  of  these  things  indicate  to  me  that  our  schools  are  making 
substantial  progress,  and  that  there  is  a  very  healthy  educational 
sentiment  in  our  county. 

I  held  thirty-one  public  examinations  and  granted  three  hundred 
and  ten  provisional  and  nineteen  professional  certificates,  and  re- 
jected ninety  applicants.  I  visited  398  of  the  schools  of  the  county, 
and  made  a  total  of  434  official  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  countv. 
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1  attended  l'.»  educational  meetings  in  the  county.  Many  of  these 
were  local  institutes  which  were  largely  attended  and  full  of  in- 
terest. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  sorrow  Thar  I  report  the  death  of  Prof.  Silas 
Franipton.  of  the  Coalport  schools.  He  was  one  of  our  most  expe- 
rienced and  efficient  teachers.  He  had  been  a  teacher  for  twenty- 
six  years  and  some  of  the  best  young  teachers  of  our  county  were 
at  some  time  pupils  of  his.  The  county  has  lost  an  excellent 
teacher,  and  the  community  a  highly  valued  citizen  by  his  death. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


I  modestly  submit  this  my  first  annual  report  with  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  the  school  year  just  ended  has  been  marked 
by  excellent  work  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and  by 
a  healthy  interest  in  educational  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  directors 
and  general  public. 

There  are  154  schools  in  the  county  exclusive  of  Lock  Haven  city, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  5,014  pupils.  Of  this  number  many  have 
attended  every  day  of  the  school  term. 

Classes  were  graduated  with  appropriate  exercises  from  the  West- 
port,  Renovo  and  Flemington  high  schools.  Five  members  of  the 
Mill  Hall  high  school  were  granted  the  regular  diplomas  without 
commencement  day  exercises. 

Many  grammar  grade  pupils  of  the  county  completed  their  re- 
spective courses  of  study  and  were  promoted  to  high  school  work. 
Ten  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  in  which  there 
were  120  applicants  for  certificates.  Of  this  number  one-fourth  was 
rejected.  Of  the  154  teachers  employed  during  the  term  58  held 
provisional  certificates,  20  held  professional  certificates,  6  held  per- 
manent certificates,  2  held  college  diplomas,  and  68  held  normal 
school  diplomas.  Of  the  total  number,  29  had  never  taught  in  the 
public  schools. 

Our  county  can  boast  of  two  well  established  township  high 
schools;  one  in  Lamar  township  and  the  other  in  Noyes  township. 
Both  are  doing  effective  work. 

The  whole  number  of  official  visits  made  to  the  schools  during  the 
term  was  373.  In  many  places  we  had  the  pleasure  of  the  company 
of  members  of  the  school  board. 
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Ten  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county  during 
the  school  terra.  Our  teachers  were  ready  co-workers  in  these 
local  meetings.  We  feel  under  obligations  to  members  of  the  Cen- 
tral State  Normal  school  faculty,  City  Supt.  Robb,  and  a  number  of 
his  principal  teachers  for  help  given  at  these  meetings.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  different  towns  in  which  the  educational  rallies  were 
held,  showed  their  appreciation  and  hospitality. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  December  15-10.  We  had 
a  crowded  house  during  each  session.  Our  instructors  included 
Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  Philips,  Dr.  Bible,  Dr.  Elson,  Dr.  Kitchel, 
Prof.  McNeal,  Prof.  Singer,  Supt.  Robb,  Ex-Supt.  Brungard  and 
Miss  Willis. 

The  evening  attractions  were  Dr.  Bible,  Prof.  Prince,  Hon.  Wal- 
lace Bruce,  and  the  Brockway  Jubilee  Singers. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  jointly  with  the  institute  on 
Thursday  afternoon  and  was  addressed  by  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart. 

With  this  report  I  conclude  my  first  year's  work.  I  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  the  assistance  of  press  and  people,  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  directors,  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  advice  of  the 
State  Department. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


The  first  year  of  a  new  administration  must  necessarily  be  some- 
what preparatory  in  nature.  If  the  head  of  any  movement  be 
changed,  the  method  of  administration  must  necessarily  undergo 
some  modifications  though  the  end  to  be  attained  may  remain  the 
same.  With  the  earnest  desire  to  utilize  and  amplify  the  good 
work  of  my  predecessors  I  have  endeavored  to  improve  educational 
conditions  in  this  county  to  the  maximum  degree  of  efficiency. 

Course  of  Study. 

We  have  long  felt  the  need  of  a  definite  basis  for  school  work  in 
this  county;  consequently  our  first  step  was  to  secure  the  adoption 
of  a  thoroughly  good  course  of  study  in  every  rural  and  village  dis- 
trict. Accordingly  this  course  was  adopted  by  the  directors  in 
twenty-three  districts,  leaving  five  of  the  larger  boroughs  where 
good  established  courses  already  existed  and  five  country  districts 
with  no  course  whatever. 
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To  make  sure  that  the  course  would  be  followed  at  once,  monthly 
examination  questions  were  sent  to  each  teacher  in  order  that 
pupils  might  be  tested  as  to  proper  classification  and  advancement, 
with  the  instruction  that  the  papers  were  to  be  inspected  when  the 
school  was  visited.  Considerable  difficulty  was  at  first  experienced 
by  the  teachers  in  effecting  proper  classification  of  pupils  and  the 
adaptation  of  the  text  book  to  the  requirements  of  the  course;  but 
by  keeping  at  it  continuously  they  soon  began  to  see  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  systematic  work,  both  to  themselves  and  their  pupils. 
The  opposition  of  a  few  patrons  was  likewise  soon  changed  into  co- 
operation and,  although  we  are  fully  aware  of  imperfections,  we 
believe  that  we  have  ample  grounds  for  the  opinion  that  consid- 
erable advancement  has  been  achieved. 


The  School  Journal. 

The  first  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools  is  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  sensible  people  in  every  school  com- 
munity. Without  a  positively  active  educational  sentiment  we  can 
do  nothing.  Public  opinion  is  the  most  potential  factor  in  the 
school  question.  It  is  therfore  our  first  duty  to  enlighten  the 
people  upon  the  questions  which  have  to  do  with  education.  It  is 
a  lack  of  reliable  information  which  causes  misunderstanding  and 
often  positive  opposition. 

With  a  view  to  aiding  in  this  respect  the  Columbia  County  School 
Journal  was  published  each  month  during  the  school  year.  Each 
issue  was  prepared  with  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  constantly 
ir  mind,  and  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  opinions  which  have 
come  to  us  from  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons,  our  efforts 
have  produced  an  educational  sentiment  far  more  active  than  was 
anticipated. 

Every  director  in  the  county  was  supplied  with  a  copy  each  month 
gratis;  every  teacher  was  a  subscriber  and  quite  a  number  of  the 
patrons  and  pupils  took  it. 

The  extra  work  involved  in  editing  this  monthly  publication  has 
been  no  small  consideration;  but,  while  the  work  has  often  caused 
the  burning  of  "midnight  oil,"  the  feeling  that  good  was  being  ac- 
complished wras  a  constant  source  of  satisfaction  sufficient  to  keep 
up  the  necessary  enthusiasm. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  Journal  is  a  necessity  in 
the  working  out  of  an  effective  system;  everybody  seems  pleased 
with  the  idea.  This  year  it  has  been  an  experiment;  we  believe  that 
we  have  demonstrated  beyond  question  that  a  monthly  school  pub- 
lication is  absolutelv  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 
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Pupils'  Examinations. 

To  further  secure  the  pupils  against  being-  promoted  more  rapidly 
than  their  advancement  will  warrant,  and  to  stimulate  both  teachers 
and  pupils  to  their  lust  efforts,  all  pupils  are  examined  by  the  super- 
intendent, with  the  assistance  of  the  teachers,  at  the  end  of  the 
third  and  the  sixth  years,  and  promotion  at  these  periods  are  made 
by  the  superintendent  who  provides  each  with  a  very  attractive  cer- 
tificate of  rank  and  promotion. 

Six  central  examinations  were  held  and  252  third  grade  pupils  and 
175  sixth  grade  pupils  were  examined.  In  order  to  insure  the  proper 
classification  of  our  next  year's  graduating  class,  the  pupils  of  the 
seventh  grade  were  also  examined  this  year.  Of  these  there  were 
153  who  took  the  examination.  Of  the  whole  number  about  ninety 
per  cent,  were  promoted  to  the  grade  next  higher. 

From  three  of  the  graded  village  schools  there  were  27  who  had 
completed  the  common  branches,  20  of  whom  passed  the  final  ex- 
amination successfully. 

The  influence  which  these  public  events  have  upon  the  commu- 
nity in  general  is  remarkable.  A  large  number  of  directors  at- 
tended these  examinations  where  they  learned  much  concerning 
the  methods  being  used  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  which  they 
represent.  The  teachers  were  also  much  benefitted  by  observing 
the  work  of  other  teachers  as  it  was  revealed  to  them  in  the  written 
papers  which  they  helped  to  examine.  Parents  whose  children  were 
being  examined  also  became  sufficiently  interested  to  honor  us  with 
their  presence.  At  every  place  it  was  difficult  to  secure  a  house 
sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the  visitors. 

Pupils'  Commencements. 

Before  a  certificate  of  graduation  is  issued,  those  who  have  com- 
pleted the  common  branches  are  required  to  take  some  active  part 
in  their  respective  commencement  programs.  Graduating  exer- 
cises were  held  at  Benton,  at  Millville  and  at  Stillwater.  Besides 
the  participation  of  each  graduate,  short  talks  were  given  by  promi- 
nent speakers,  school  directors  and  the  superintendent  at  each 
place.  These  commencements  have  a  most  salutary  influence  upon 
the  educational  sentiment  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  held. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Our  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Bloomsburg  the  week 
beginning  December  1st.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson, 
Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick, 
Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  Ex-Supt.  J.  K.  Miller  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter. 
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Each  session  was  marked  by  an  earnest  desire  to  derive  profit 
from  the  excellent  instruction  available  and  a  thoroughly  live  en- 
thusiasm prevailed  throughout.  The  instructors  were  all  made 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  needs  of  the  county  beforehand  in 
order  that  they  might  work  in  harmony  with  the  teachers  and 
superintendent. 

Our  evening  events  were  a  decided  success  both  in  inspiration 
and  entertainment.  The  following  well-known  lecturers  were 
present:  Wm.  Hawley  Smith,  Dr.  D.  F.  Fox  and  Prof.  J.  B.  DeMott. 
The  concert  was  given  by  the  Rogers-Grilley  Company. 

The  directors'  meeting  was  pronounced  by  all  as  the  best  ever 
held  in  the  county.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  had  both  a 
forenoon  and  an  afternoon  session.  All  the  speech  making  was  done 
by  the  directors  and  the  superintendent  and  lively  discussions  of  a 
practical  nature  continued  till  the  end.  A  representative  teacher 
from  each  district  was  also  present.  There  were  125  directors 
present  out  of  a  total  enrollment  of  192. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  delivered  17  educational  lectures 
in  various  parts  of  the  county  on  the  evenings  preceding  the  local  in- 
stitutes, and  three  at  the  evening  sessions  of  the  Farmers'  insti- 
tutes. The  sincere  gratitude  of  all  concerned  are  due  to  the 
earnest  and  effective  men  who  have  during  the  year  stood  by  the 
cause  of  education  so  loj'ally. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Guava,  Benton,  Stillwater,  Jersey- 
town,  Millville,  Limeridge,  Lightstreet,  Buckhorn,  Rupert,  Mifflin- 
ville,  West  Berwick,  Beaver  Valley,  Mainville,  Numidia,  Roaring- 
creek  and  Centralia.  The  superintendent  was  present  at  and  par- 
ticipated in  all  but  two  of  these  meetings.  A  good  attendance  and 
practical  work  were  generally  characteristic. 

The  teachers  of  each  district  have  held  township  meetings  each 
month.  Of  these  there  were  266  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,422 
teachers  beside  the  visitors. 

Visitation. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools  by  directors  as  reported 
by  the  teachers  is  521.  The  whole  number  of  visits  made  by  the 
superintendent  is  301.  The  average  time  spent  in  each  school  was 
about  one  hour.  The  work  in  writing,  spelling,  reading  and  mathe- 
matics was  examined  as  carefully  as  possible.  The  teacher's 
ability  was  noted  and  every  opportunity  to  be  helpful  both  to  the 
teacher  and  the  pupils  was  embraced. 

Attendance. 

In  every  district  but  one  there  was  evidence  that  the  directors 
endeavored  to  enforce  the  compulsory  educational  law  and  in  con- 
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sequence  there  was  tt  marked  increase  of  attendance  in  the  rural 
districts  especially.  The  phenomenal  growth  of  population  in  Ber- 
wick aud  its  vicinity  caused  the  incorporation  of  a  new  borough, 
West  Berwick.  During  the  year  the  school  population  of  this  dis- 
trict doubled  and  two  temporary  rooms  were  annexed  to  accommo- 
date the  increase. 

Our  Normal  School. 

Never  in  its  history  has  our  State  Normal  School  been  so  prosper- 
ous. Filled  to  its  capacity  with  hundreds  of  excellent  students  en- 
deavoring to  prepare  themselves  for  the  work  of  education,  with  a 
corps  of  competent  instructors  earnestly  striving  to  produce  a  more 
efficient  teaching  force,  this  institution  is  doing  a  grand  work,  of 
which  we  feel  justly  proud.  Much  of  the  progress  of  the  year  in 
the  educational  work  of  the  county  has  been  due  in  considerable 
measure  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  members  of  its  faculty. 

The  gratitude  of  the  superintendent  is  gladly  extended  to  those 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  wTho  have  so  willingly 
rendered  valuable  assistance.  We  are  also  very  grateful  to  the 
editors  of  our  county  papers  for  the  generous  and  able  manner  in 
which  they  have  helped  to  build  up  a  good  educational  sentiment, 
and  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  its  advice  and  patience  during 
this  our  initial  year. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


In  presenting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  saying  that  I  feel  that  good  work  has  been  done,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  last  year  has  been  the  most  difficult 
one  in  the  history  of  our  county.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  small- 
pox, scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough  and  mumps, 
more  than  half  the  schools  suffered  an  interruption  of  from  one  to 
eight  weeks.  Under  all  this  our  teachers  were  patient,  earnest 
and  industrious,  and  brought  the  schools  through  better  than  I  had 
dared  to  hope.  Nothing  new  wras  introduced  during  the  year. 
Our  chief  aim  has  been  to  attain  the  ends  wre  consider  the  most  im- 
portant   in    school    wrork,   namely,   thoroughness  and   proficiency. 

5—5 — 190:*! 
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Along  these  lines  much  has  been  accomplished,  and  marked  progress 
has  been  made.  A  fair,  or  good  knowledge  of  the  common  branches 
must  always  form  the  basis  of  a  liberal  education.  The  majority 
of  our  pupils  leave  school  at  a  comparatively  early  age.  To  give 
them  during  the  few  brief  years  of  their  school  life,  the  most 
practical  education  that  we  can,  and  one  that  will  best  fit  them 
for  the  battle  of  life  thereafter  ought,  it  seems  to  me,  to  constitute 
the  principal  consideration  in  all  our  common  school  work.  To 
achieve  this  much  desired  end  has  been,  and  is,  our  great  objective 
point.  Only  two  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Cusse- 
wago  township  and  the  other  in  East  Fairfield.  The  one  in  East 
Fairfield  is  of  file,  and  is  a  model  house  in  all  respects.  Five  local 
institutes  were  held.  They  all  were  very  successful  meetings,  well 
attended  and  followed  by  the  best  results. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Meadville  Dec.  29  to  Jan.  2.  In- 
struction was  given  by  Major  Geo.  G.  Groff,  Prof.  Frank  S.  Fox, 
Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  Prof.  S.  M.  Sniff,  Supt.  U.  G.  Smith,  Supt.  Henry 
Pease,  Prof.  Edward  Rynearson  and  Prin.  John  F.  Bigler.  The 
evenings  were  occupied  by  Major  Groff  on  "Porto  Rico,"  Edmund 
Vance  Cooke,  "Pot  Luck  a  Poet,"  Eugene  C.  Smith  on  "Liquid 
Air,"  and  the  Eva  Bartlett  Macy  Entertainers.  It  was  a  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  week  for  about  seven  hundred  people. 

A  wholesome  educational  sentiment  prevails  throughout  the 
county,  and  I  have  reason  to  expect  good  results  in  the  future.  The 
teachers  as  a  body,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  interest  they  have 
manifested,  the  work  they  have  done,  and  for  their  co-operation  in 
furthering  the  cause  of  education.  Thanking  all  who  have  in  any 
way  aided  me  during  my  first  year  as  County  Superintendent,  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  schools,  thereby  making  them  more 
nearly  answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  established,  I  sub- 
mit this,  my  first  annual  report. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


This  being  my  first  3Tear  in  the  office  of  superintendent,  no  definite, 
or  previously  planned  work  was  attempted,  excepting  that  having  a 
general  application.  The  needs  and  conditions  of  the  schools  had 
to  be  ascertained  before  any  work  could  be  outlined  wisely  and 
fittingly.  I  have  observed  and  studied  the  conditions  carefully,  and, 
like  in  every  other  line  of  work.  I  find  that  these  permit  some  im- 
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provement.  Constant  changes  in  different  ways  effecting  school 
work,  and  frequently  to  its  detriment,  have  to  be  met.  Those  that 
work  injuriously  must  be  removed,  or  if  not  removed,  there  must 
be  a  corresponding-  gain  in  other  ways  to  keep  the  work  on  a  par; 
and  those  that  work  advantageously  must  be  fostered  and  pro- 
moted, in  order  to  secure  greater  efficiency  and  to  meet  the  grow- 
ing demands  of  the  present  economic  and  social  conditions. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  schools  of  Cumberland  county 
meet  the  demands  of  her  people  is  one  to  be  considered.  But  the 
more  serious,  and  the  one  of  far  greater  importance  is,  whether  our 
schools  meet  the  needs  of  our  people? 

The  first  question  can  no  doubt  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
because  I  believe  that  the  schools  anywhere  are  about  what  the 
people  demand  them  to  be.  In  answer  to  the  second  question,  my 
school  visitation  does  not  convince  me  absolutely  that  they  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  people  so  favorably  situated  as  we  are;  having 
the  most  favorable  conditions  for  agriculture,  manufacturing,  trans- 
portation and  all  the  vocations  that  these  necessitate. 

The  character  of  the  work  for  practical  purposes  needed  in  our 
schools  should  be  determined  by  their  environment.  An  agricul- 
tural community,  with  its  farms  and  herds,  requires  work  of  a  dif- 
ferent character  from  that  of  the  city  with  its  manufactures  and 
trade. 

The  quality  of  the  work  has  no  varying  degree.  Only  one  quality 
should  be  recognized,  and  that  the  best.  If  these  two  points  be  con- 
sidered and  worked  out  by  those  of  us  who  are  directly  responsible, 
[  believe  the  educational  interests  will  be  advanced  to  that  degree 
of  efficiency  required.  Therefore,  in  order  to  work  toward  this 
end,  it  would  be  well  to  direct  our  efforts  along  the  following  lines, 
which  observation  leads  me  to  believe  are  needed  and  can  be  de- 
veloped. 

First,  An  awakened  educational  sentiment,  which  is  essential  to 
life,  energy  and  effort  in  the  school  room,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  the  pupil. 

Second,  A  course  of  study  to  systemize  our  work.  We  have  no 
system.  As  a  result  I  frequently  see  pupils  projected  on  in  some 
subjects  and  know  nothing  about  others  that  they  should  know 
equally  as  much  about.  There  is  no  aim  in  the  work  of  either  the 
teacher  or  the  pupil.  Inexperienced  teachers,  even  with  a  limited 
training  need  something  to  guide  them  and  fix  their  purpose. 

Third,  Township  High  Schools  to  keep  our  young  people  in  school 
for  a  longer  period  of  time  to  educate  them  under  the  beneficent 
influence  of  the  home;  and  to  give  them  a  higher  and  broader  edu- 
cation than  it  is  possible  for  many  of  them  to  secure  otherwise. 
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Fourth,  The  retention  of  experienced,  successful  teachers. 
Forty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  have  taught  three  years  or  less. 

Fifth,  A  few  more  teachers  who  teach.  I  don't  mean  machines, 
lecturers,  or  those  who  simply  hear  recitations. 

There  are  other  needs,  but  these  are  most  immediate  and  seem  to 
present  themselves  with  more  force  than  others  at  the  present 
time  and  are  within  our  reach.  With  the  active  co-operation  of 
patrons,  directors  and  teachers,  it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  able 
to  accomplish  something  in  supplying  these  deficiencies  during  the 
next  year. 

The  school  buildings  in  the  different  districts  are  substantial  and 
in  fairly  good  condition.  However,  some  of  them  are  poorly  lo- 
cated, and  the  grounds  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory.  The  direc- 
tors in  many  districts  are  neglecting  the  interior  of  the  rooms.  The 
black  boards  are  in  bad  condition,  the  walls  are  shabby  and  the 
rooms  present  a  rather  doleful  appearance.  There  is  nothing  of 
the  beautiful  in  the  child's  school  room  environment  to  appeal  to 
him;  to  inspire  within  him  a  love  for  such;  or  to  develop  a  pride 
in  the  school  building  which  would  cause  him  to  refrain  from  in- 
juring it. 

I  wish  to  commend  the  directors  of  Newton  township,  as  well  as 
isolated  instances  in  other  districts,  for  the  move  they  have  made 
in  this  direction.  They  put  in  slate  blackboards,  papered  the  walls 
and  painted  the  woodwork  of  all  their  buildings,  making  the  rooms 
cheerful  and  homelike.  This  work  is  inexpensive,  yet  the  influence 
on  the  developing  child  is  exceedingly  valuable.  The  plan  is  worthy 
of  following  in  the  other  districts. 

Hampden  township  directors  had  erected  a  substantial  brick 
building,  modern  in  appearance  and  equipment,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  historic  building  at  Stone  church,  near  Shiremanstown.  South 
Middleton  directors  also  had  erected  a  building  on  the  south  side 
of  the  township,  thus  establishing  the  twentieth  school  in  that  dis 
trict.  Both  buildings  were  supplied  with  slate  blackboads  and 
modern  desks. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  first  week  in  December. 
It  was  fully  up  to  the  standard,  and  was  highly  commended  by  those 
who  were  competent  to  judge.  We  had  as  instructors,  Prof.  G.  L. 
Dm  wake.  Dr.  F.  S.  Fox.  Dr.  H.  U.  Poop,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr. 
Geo.  E.  Reed,  Prof.  Leon  C.  Prince,  Dr.  G.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer. 
Prof.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  and  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart. 

The  evening  lecturers  were,  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce,  Hon.  Fred. 
Ikeler,  Dr.  F.  S.  Fox.  The  Swiss  Bell  Ringers  and  Asetceam  Trio 
gave  a  concert  on  Thursday  evening.  All  talent  engaged  proved 
very  satisfactorv. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  in  the  four  districts  into  which  the 
county  is  divided.  These  were  excellent  meetings  from  a  profes- 
sional standpoint  and  were  well  attended.  They  do  much  to  arouse 
an  interest  in  the  work  of  the  teacher,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  himself,  and  also  the  public.  Quite  a  number  of  educational 
meetings  were  held  in  different  school  districts  throughout  the 
county,  which  shows  that  these  teachers  are  wide  awake  and  are 
trying  to  enlist  the  patrons  in  the  work  of  the  school,  and  thus  ad- 
vance the  educational  interests  in  the  districts.  I  aim  to  encourage 
these  meetings  by  my  presence,  and  recommendations,  and  hope 
that  each  teacher  will  hold  one  meeting  of  a  purely  educational 
character  sometime  during  the  term. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  once  and  many  of  them 
the  second  time.  The  work  in  a  general  way  is  very,  satisfactory 
and  is  as  good  as  can  be  expected  under  the  conditions.  Most  of  the 
teachers  are  earnest,  well  qualified  in  scholarship,  and  trying  to  do 
their  best.  Such  I  commend  very  highly.  We  need  the  growing 
teacher.  The  time  has  passed  when  the  dead  or  deficient  teacher 
can  hold  his  place.  He  must  be  advancing  himself  if  he  expects 
to  advance  his  school.  It  matters  not  what  his  training  may  be, 
as  I  find  this  deficiency  where  I  should  least  expect  it,  and  instead 
of  advancing,  he  is  going  backward  until  his  scholarship  as  well 
as  other  essential  qualifications  is  seriously  questioned. 

The  regularity  of  attendance  during  the  term  was  very  good. 
The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  enforced  in  a  mihl  manner,  and 
only  in  a  few  instances  was  it  necessary  to  prosecute. 

One  case,  that  of  West  Pennsboro  school  board  against  Brady  Mc- 
Cullough  was  appealed  to  court,  and  was  decided  in  favor  of  the 
defendant  on  the  ground  that  a  special  verdict  agreed  upon  by 
counsel  was  deficient  in  the  statement  of  facts  set  forth,  and  fur- 
ther by  the  fact  that  the  child  was  being  instructed  at  home  by  a 
"well  or  suitably"  qualified  private  teacher — a  sister  of  the  child. 

Eleven  public  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were  held. 
Seventy-five  applicants  took  the  examinations  and  sixty-five  received 
certificates.  Fifty  of  these  were  elected  to  schools.  Eighteen  of 
them  taught  their  first  term.  Thirty-three  teachers  were  employed 
in  the  county  who  had  no  previous  experience.  One  hundred  and 
forty  of  our  teachers  are  Normal  school  graduates;  forty  hold  per- 
manent certificates;  eighteen  hold  professional  certificates;  fifty 
hold  provisional  certificates,  and  eight  are  college  graduates. 

The  graduating  classes  of  the  following  places  were  examined: 
Shiremanstown,  New  Cumberland,  1'enn  township,  Newville  and  Mt. 
Holly  Springs.  There  were  in  all  thirty-seven  pupils  examined  for 
graduation  and  twenty-one  for  promotion. 
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In  closing  this  report.  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  and  directors 
for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kind  co-operation;  the  newspapers 
of  the  county  for  giving  publicity  to  our  educational  work  and 
events;  and  the  members  of  the  State  Department  for  information 
and  suggestions,  all  of  which  have  tended  to  make  the  year's  work 
very  pleasant  and  profitable. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


The  progress  of  the  schools  depends  upon  well  qualified  teachers 
who  are  able  to  arouse  an  educational  interest  in  the  community. 
The  teacher  is  handicapped  to  arouse  this  interest  in  a  community 
where  the  directors  are  constantly  speaking  economy  along  the  line 
of  apparatus  and  supplies.  A  competent  director  believes  that  a 
well  qualified  teacher  with  a  self  supporting  salary  in  a  modern 
school  house  can  do  more  in  one  month  in  the  development  of  the 
minds  of  the  children,  than  can  a  poor  teacher  with  antiquated 
methods  in  an  ill-favored  school  house  in  seven  months.  He  be- 
lieves that  it  is  economy  to  secure  the  best  for  the  schools  so  far  as 
the  circumstances  of  his  district  will  allow.  So  we  conclude  that 
competent  directors  and  well  qualified  teachers  are  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  patrons  to  make  our  schools 
more  nearly  what  tfcey  should  be.  The  districts  in  which  such  di- 
rectors and  teachers  are  laboring  are  very  fortunate. 

There  are  two  hundred  ten  (210)  school  directors  in  Dauphin 
county  under  my  supervision.  We  know  most  of  them  personally, 
and  being  familiar  with  their  aims  and  desires,  we  are  very  glad  to 
say,  however,  that  the  great  majority  of  them  are  competent  school 
men  who  know  their  business' and  perform  it  with  fidelity  worthy  of 
their  high  office.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  a  few  of  our  directors 
are  indifferent,  timid  and  in  favor  of  false  school  economy.  They 
were  elected  to  keep  the  tax  rate  as  low  or  lower  than  it  had  been. 
They  desire  to  abide  by  the  wishes  of  their  constituency,  hence  they 
believe  in  getting  everything  cheap.  The  result  of  it  all,  the  child- 
ren's minds  are  dwarfed  for  want  of  proper  rare  in  the  schools. 

There  were  employed  in  the  schools  of  the  county  last  year  150 
male  and  116  female  teachers.  We  visited  263  of  these  and  failed 
to  visit  3,  owing  to  one  school  having  closed  at  the  end  of  the  second 
month  for  want  of  pupils,  and  two  were  closed  when  we  wished  to 
visit.     Quite  a  number  of  the  263  ichools  were  visited  twice.       Of 
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this  number  of  teachers  the  great  majority  arc  as  good  as  can  bo 
found  anywhere,  some  are  middling,  a  few  are  very  weak  and  several 
were  found  to  be  absolute  failures.  Those  of  the  latter  who  hold 
provisional  certificates  will  not  be  granted  certificates  to  teach. 

The  fiftieth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held  at 
ltarrisburg,  from  October  27th  to  31st.  Judging  by  the  interest 
taken  in  the  work  by  the  teachers  and  friends  and  the  comments  by 
the  public  press  of  the  county,  friends,  teachers  and  educators,  we 
held  a  very  successful  institute.  The  success  of  the  institute  is  due 
to  the  teachers  taking  a  very  active  part  and  being  willing  to  pay 
more  enrollment  fee.  With  the  fifty  cents  additional  from  each 
teacher  the  institute  fund  is  put  on  such  a  financial  basis  by  which 
the  Superintendent  can  procure  better  men  to  work  in  the  institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  most  of  the  districts  throughout  the 
county  during  the  year.  We  could  not  attend  all  these  meetings  on 
account  of  not  being  informed  of  the  dates  of  these  meetings,  and  a 
number  of  times  there  were  three  meetings  held  the  same  day  in 
different  parts  of  the  county.  We  have  made  different  arrange- 
ments concerning  the  dates  of  these  meetings  for  next  year. 

The  Directors1  Association  held  the  twelfth  annual  session  on 
Thursday,  October  30,  during  the  week  of  institute.  The  attend- 
ance during  this  session  was  not  what  it  should  have  been,  but  those 
present  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  and  the  result  was  a  very 
interesting  session.  The  second  session  was  held  in  February  at 
Williamstown.  The  attendance  was  very  poor  on  account  of  the 
inclement  weather.  We  would  urge  the  directors  to  attend  these 
meetings  to  take  part  in  the  discussions  on  the  very  important 
school  subjects  taken  up  in  these  meetings  or  at  least  come  to  hear 
something  concerning  the  workings  of  the  schools.  We  know  that 
the  new  act  of  the  Legislature  will  very  much  increase  the  attend- 
ance in  these  meetings. 

We  have  been  speaking  to  teachers  and  directors  concerning 
monthly  teachers'  meetings,  and  are  glad  to  say  that  many  more 
districts  have  these  meetings  than  last  year.  Some  of  these  meet- 
ings were  conducted  as  a  literary  society  or  lyceum  in  which  the 
pupils  as  well  as  the  teachers  and  directors  took  part.  These  meet- 
ings aroused  very  much  interest  in  education  in  the  communities. 
We  should  have  the  monthly  teachers'  meetings  in  every  district. 

A  very  cozy  school  house  was  built  in  Reed  township  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  pupils  who  live  on  an  island.  This  building  was 
necessary  for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  building  of  it  was  post- 
poned. The  present  school  directors  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
supplying  these  pupils  with  this  accommodation.  The  people  in 
Londonderry  township  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having  a  board  of 
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directors  who  do  not  have  any  fear  in  deciding  to  build  a  large,  com- 
modious brick  building  with  vestibule,  book  closets,  clothes  closets 
and  cellar  and  heating  the  building  with  an  up-to-date  hot  air  fur- 
nace. This  is  the  first  school  house  in  a  country  district  in  the 
county  heated  with  modern  apparatus.  I  hope  to  see  more  thus 
heated  in  the  near  future. 

A  committee  on  high  schools  was  appointed  last  year.  We  held 
a  few  meetings  and  discussed  the  high  school  course.  We  did  not 
accomplish  very  much,  but  we  see  that  our  high  schools  instead  of 
being  first  class  grammar  schools,  will  have,  ere  long,  their  course 
of  study  arranged  to  do  the  work,  which  truly  speaking,  a  high 
school  should  do.     We  expect  to  continue  this  work. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
their  many  courtesies,  to  the  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  citi- 
zens for  their  loyal  support,  and  to  the  public  press  of  the  county 
for  their  interest  taken  in  public  education. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  close  of  another  school  year  calls  for  a  report  of  the  work 
done,  and  as  I  reflect  upon  the  results  I  find  much  to  encourage  and 
little  to  discourage. 

A  strong  educational  force  at  work  in  the  county  is  the  Teachers' 
Association  which  meets  in  different  parts  of  the  county  every  six 
weeks  and  presents  programs  which  are  helpful  to  those  in  attend- 
ance. Many  patrons  attend  these  meetings  and  are  thus  brought 
into  closer  sympathy  with  the  work  being  done  in  our  schools.  Dur- 
ing the  noon  hour  a  lunch  is  provided  by  the  local  teachers  assisted 
by  the  directors  and  other  patrons  of  the  schools.  This  social  hour 
is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  element  in  these  educational  meet- 
ings. The  Association  visited  Valley  Forge  on  May  16th,  going  from 
Media  in  four  large,  four-horse  coaches.  The  drive  was  a  delightful 
one  and  a  good  part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  looking  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, following  the  line  of  breast  works,  inspecting  the  "hut 
fioles,"  and  visiting  Washington's  headquarters.  Mr.  Edward 
Roberts  of  the  Norristown  Herald  accompanied  the  party  and  made 
interesting  addresses  at  several  points.  This  is  the  second  annual 
pilgrimage  made  to  places  of  historic  interest,  by  the  Association, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  keep  them  up  each  year  to  awaken  greater  in- 
terest in  local  history. 
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The  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Lansdowne  and  proved 
an  interesting  and  instructive  session.  it  was  well  attended  by 
teachers  and  other  friends  of  education.  The  Directors'  Associa- 
tion of  the  county  held  a  meeting  in  connection  with  the  institute 
which  was  addressed  by  Prof.  Preston  W.  Search,  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer  and  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh.  The  February  meeting  of 
the  Directors'  Association  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Mc- 
Dowell, President  of  the  Chester  County  Directors'  Association 
and  County  Superintendent  G.  Winfield  Moore,  of  Chester  county. 
The  executive  committee  usually  presents  good  programmes  for 
these  meetings,  but  the  attendance  on  the  part  of  directors  is  far 
from  encouraging. 

The  directors  of  Nether  Providence  threw  open  the  new  building, 
erected  during  the  previous  year,  to  the  use  of  the  scholars  of  the 
district,  at  the  opening  of  the  school  term  in  September.  It  is  an 
unusually  attractive  building  and  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood. 
It  is  heated  with  steam  and  well  appointed  in  every  particular. 
This  building  was  greatly  needed  and  the  directors  deserve  credit 
for  making  the  improvement  for  the  comfort  and  proper  instruction 
of  the  children.  The  directors  of  Darby  borough  are  having  a  new 
building  erected  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  Ridge  avenue  building 
which  is  too  small  and  by  many  considered  unsafe.  They  expect  to 
have  it  ready  for  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  school  term.  In  upper 
Darby,  the  directors  are  having  built  a  new  tw7o-room  building  to  ac- 
commodate the  children  in  the  western  end  of  the  township,  near 
Secane.  A  new  towTn  laid  out  here  made  this  action  on  the  part  of 
the  board  necessary.  One  or  more  of  the  schools  in  Nether  Provi- 
dence and  Springfield  were  supplied  with  new  single  desks  during 
the  year. 

Last  year,  I  reported  that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  pupils  who 
pursued  the  studies  of  the  county  course  was  successful  than  for 
several  years.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  increase  w'as  greater 
1his  year  than  last.  The  directors  in  many  of  the  districts  where 
the  scholars  have  completed  the  county  course  of  study  have  been 
sending  such  scholars  to  nearby  high  schools  at  the  expense  of  the 
district  in  which  they  live,  and  many  deserving  boys  and  girls  have 
been  helped  by  the  wisdom  and  forethought  of  the  directors  of  said 
districts.  Often  however  some  one  would  raise  the  question  of  the 
legal  right  of  a  board  to  take  such  action,  but  no  trouble  ever  arose 
over  the  matter.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  last  Legislature  passed 
an  act  authorizing  directors  in  the  future  to  send  such  pupils  to 
neighboring  high  schools  at  the  district's  expense.  This  will  give 
to  every  child  in  the  county  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  high  school 
education,  and  the  blessings  this  privilege  will  bring  to  many  of  the 
young  people  of  the  county  can  never  be  fully  estimated. 
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A  resume  of  the  statistical  report  is  here  inserted  with  the  hope 
that  it  may  prove  of  interest.  The  school  houses  are  all  in  good 
condition,  and  with  few  exceptions  supplied  with  single  desks  and 
all  necessary  apparatus.  There  are  234  schools  in  the  county,  199 
of  which  are  graded  schools.  The  Bible  is  read  in  all  of  the  schools 
and  in  sixtj-four  schools  one  or  more  of  the  higher  branches  are 
taught.  Eight  examinations  for  teachers  were  held  during  the 
Tear  at  which  sixty-two  provisional  certificates  were  issued  and 
nine  applicants  were  rejected.  There  were  only  thirteen  male 
teachers  employed  out  of  the  244  teachers  employed  for  the  year. 
The  average  age  of  the  teachers  is  twenty-nine  and  a  half  years. 
Twenty  teachers  were  employed  who  had  no  previous  experience, 
eleven  of  whom  were  State  Normal  School  graduates,  while  157  had 
taught  for  five  or  more  years.  Fifty-six  or  less  than  one-fourth  of 
the  teachers  in  the  county  hold  provisional  certificates.  Nineteen 
hold  professional  certificates,  fifty-three  have  permanent  certifi- 
cates and  116  have  normal  school  diplomas.  I  have  visited  all  of 
the  schools  in  the  county  twice  and  some  of  them  three  times, 
making  490  visits.  Most  of  the  schools  are  visited  more  or  less 
regularly  by  the  directors.  There  were  only  five  women  members 
of  school  boards  at  the  close  of  the  year.  There  are  three  colleges 
and  eleven  private  schools  in  the  county,  with  an  estimated  attend- 
ance of  944.  Bethel  township  with  four  schools,  Marple  with  three, 
Rutledge  with  three,  and  Tinicum  with  three,  employed  normal 
graduates  only.  Chester  township  with  two  teachers,  Ridley  Falls 
(Independent),  with  one,  and  Ridley  township  with  seven,  did  not 
have  any  Normal  School  graduates  in  their  employ.  The  greatest 
number  of  Normal  School  graduates  in  any  district  was  eight  in 
Darby  borough,  while  Upper  Darby  had  seven  in  their  corps  of 
teachers. 

While  the  directors  are  demanding  a  higher  standard  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  teacher,  they  are  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  such 
preparation  implies  greater  expenditure  of  time  and  money  and 
they  have  shown  their  willingness  to  encourage  teachers  in  reaching 
higher  scholastic  attainments  by  granting  substantial  increases 
in  salaries.  The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  their 
teachers,  over  the  previous  year:  Birmingham,  Upper  Chichester, 
Colwyn,  Darby  borough,  Darby  township,  Upper  Darby,  Eddystone, 
Edgmont,  Glenolden,  Haverford,  Lansdowne,  Middletown,  Morton, 
Newtown,  Norwood,  Sharon  Hill,  Swarthmore  and  Yeadon.  Three 
of  these  districts  gave  an  increase  of  two  dollars  a  month,  one  an 
increase  of  twenty-two  dollars  a  month,  while  the  others  gave  in- 
creases of  five  dollars  a  month  and  over. 
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During  the  year,  death  lias  called  from  the  busy  scenes  of  earth 
three  former  teachers  who  for  a  long  time  were  actively  identified 
with  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 

Miss  Alice  Pearson  of  Darby  was  a  teacher  in  the  county  in  a 
Friends'  private  school  as  early  as  1839.  She  afterwards  taught 
public  school  in  Upper  Darby  and  Darby  borough.  She  taught  con- 
tinuously in  private  and  public  schools  until  about  1878.  She  lived 
a  quiet  life  from  that  time  on,  in  her  home  in  Darby.  She  was  about 
eighty-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Sipler  whose  home  was  also  in  Darby  borough 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  her  native  place  for  over  thirty  years. 
Her  work  was  in  the  primary  grades,  and  her  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  children  committed  to  her  care  was  unusually  sincere. 
She  was  a  regular  attendant  at  all  educational  meetings  held  in  the 
county  and  many  held  outside  its  borders. 

James  W.  Baker  was  born  in  Edgmont  township,  this  county, 
December  16th,  1831.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  township  and  in  Union ville  Academy,  Chester  county. 
He  taught  in  both  private  and  public  schools  in  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware counties  from  the  time  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  until 
December,  1868,  when  he  was  appointed  county  superintendent  to 
fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  James  W.  McCracken,  resigned. 
He  was  elected  to  the  position  in  May,  1869,  and  re-elected  in  1872 
and  1875,  serving  until  June,  1878,  when  he  retired  from  the  office. 
He  was  interested  in  the  manufacturing  business  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  office  of  superintendent.  In  188S  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  school  board  in  Media  and  served  continuously,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  months,  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had 
served  as  president  of  the  board  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  its 
treasurer.  He  kept  up  his  interest  in  educational  matters  and  as 
an  incentive  to  close  application  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  in  the 
Media  High  School,  he  made  provision  in  his  will  for  prizes  of  twen- 
ty-five, ten  and  five  dollars  to  be  awarded  for  meritorious  work. 

Trusting  that  nothing  may  occur  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
work  of  the  schools  for  the  coming  year,  I  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence for  a  decided  advance  in  the  efficiency  of  the  instruction  given 
and  the  results  to  be  obtained. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweenev. 


During  the  past  year,  the  same  growing  educational  sentiment 
vliicli  lias  brought  Elk  county  into  a  creditable  position  with  the 
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better  counties  of  the  State,  has  been  prominent,  with  the  result 
that  there  has  been  a  healthy  growth  along  all  educational  lines. 


Public  Appreciation. 

The  people  with  but  few  exceptions  realize  that  if  their  children 
are  to  have  the  best  opportunities  in  their  period  of  development, 
it  is  important  that  school  affairs  must  be  placed  and  kept  in  the 
hands  of  officers  who  show  special  fitness  for  the  work,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been  that  only  capable  directors  are  chosen  who  in  turn, 
secure  the  best  teachers  possible  for  the  schools. 

There  are  of  course  in  Elk  county,  as  in  all  counties  of  the  State, 
occasions  where  personal  influence  or  relationship  is  allowed  to  out- 
weigh special  fitness  in  the  choice  of  teachers,  without  thought  of 
the  effect  on  the  helpless  citizen  of  the  future,  but  we  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  report  that  such  cases  are  few  with  us. 

Higher  Education. 

The  cause  of  higher  education,  grows  more  popular  each  succeed- 
ing year  and  teachers  of  higher  qualifications  are  selected.  The  ad- 
vanced work  is  brought  within  reach  of  all  classes,  as  evinced  by  the 
greater  number  who  yearly  complete  the  courses  of  study  in  the 
borough  schools,  and  as  is  also  attested  by  the  marvelous  growth 
in  our  township  high  schools  which  have  doubled  in  number  during 
the  past  year,  with  still  a  demand  for  others  to  be  organized. 

An  Amalgamation. 

In  our  coal  mining  sections,  comprising  twenty-five  schools,  the 
children  are  foreigners  or  of  foreign  parentage,  and  it  is  remark- 
able to  witness  the  work  of  amalgamation  in  moulding  the  several 
nationalities  into  young  Americans  who  carry  the  spirit  to  the  home 
where  it  has  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  parents. 

County  Institute. 

With  a  higher  standard  of  the  teaching  force  it  is  imperative  that 
the  county  institute  be  made  stronger  and  we  can  truly  report  that 
our  last  number  was  a  marked  improvement  on  our  former  satis- 
factory meeting. 

The  corps  of  instructors  headed  by  the  veteran  schoolmaster, 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  who  grows  stronger  as  he  advances  in  years, 
was  of  a  very  high  order.  The  other  instructors  Prof.  F.  H.  Green, 
of  Westchester,  Pa.     Dr.  Wier,  of  Clarion,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Theo.  B.  Noss, 
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of  California,  Pa.,  Miss  Ida  Strawn,  of  New  York  City,  and  the 
Misses  Taylor,  of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  who  had  charge  of  the 
music.     All  did  excellent  work. 

The  evening  numbers  were  also  very  satisfactory  and  were  so 
well  attended  that  the  meeting  was  a  financial  as  well  as  an  educa- 
tional success. 

Continuance  in  Position. 

One  of  Liu-  chief  virtues  of  our  school  controllers  is,  that  thej 
continue  in  position  their  best  teachers.  This  is  especially  true  re- 
garding the  supervisory  principals  of  the  borough  and  township 
schools,  and  as  a  result  most  of  our  present  supervisory  force  has 
been  in  the  county  for  a  number  of  years  and  has  become  a  perma- 
nent part  of  the  great  harmonious,  uplifting  force. 

Conclusion. 

It  is  not  possible  for  any  superintendent  to  accomplish  great  re- 
sults without  the  support  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  work,  and 
in  conclusion  we  extend  our  thanks  to  directors,  teachers  and  su- 
pervisory principals  of  boroughs  and  townships  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port and  co-operation;  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
their  advice  and  assistance;  the  press  for  bringing  the  work  of  the 
schools  before  the  people  and  all  other  agencies  that,  have  helped 
advance  the  common  cause  of  making  future  generations  better  and 
more  enlightened. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Samuel  B.  Bayle. 


During  the  past  year  the  school  directors  of  Erie  county  have 
sought  to  do  their  full  duty.  They  have  endeavored  to  find  out  the 
needs  of  the  schools  under  their  charge,  and  then  they  have  faith- 
fully tried  to  supply  such  needs.  They  have  kept  in  view  the  inter- 
est of  all  concerned — the  teacher,  the  pupil,  the  taxpayer.  And 
while  they  have  felt  that  the  people's  money  should  not  be  used 
with  a  lavish  or  careless  hand,  yet  not  in  a  single  district  in  our 
county  has  the  school  board  adopted  the  destructive  policy  of  con- 
sidering the  dollar  of  more  worth  than  the  development  of  the  child. 

Not  onlv  in  matters  of  finance  have  the  directors  shown  good 
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judgment,  but  also  in  the  employment  of  teachers.  The  question 
asked  concerning  the  applicant  is:  "Can  he  teach?''  And  upon  this 
simple  principle,  which  includes  such  qualifications  as  character, 
education  and  training,  the  school  boards  without  favor  or  preju- 
dice, elect  or  reject  applicants  for  schools.  And  while  not  many 
of  them  have  visited  the  schools,  yet  in  nearly  all  cases  the  directors 
have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  teacher  and  the 
pupils.  In  some  districts  the  secretary  has  made  a  monthly  visit 
to  each  school,  thus  bringing  the  school  board  in  closer  touch  with 
the  schools.     I  therefore  heartily  commend  this  plan. 

The  people  of  Erie  county  desire  good  schools.  They  are  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  schools.  It  is  a  rare  thing  in  Erie  county 
to  hear  any  grumbling  about  school  tax.  This  being  true,  that 
the  people  are  with  the  schools  and  interested  in  them  makes 
school  work  in  our  county  pleasant  and  the  advancement  of  our 
schools  certain. 

In  this  report  I  would  not  leave  out  a  word  concerning  our  boys 
and  girls.  A  healthy,  happy  lot  are  they,  coming  from  good,  com- 
fortable, happy  farm  or  village  homes,  where  luxury  is  more  often 
the  rule  than  the  exception.  But  it  is  such  luxury  as  is  earned  by 
the  honest  labor  of  all.  In  these  homes  gentleness  and  love  control, 
hence  the  way  is  made  plain  for  the  teacher. 

Our  teachers  are  workers.  They  know  that  they  are  responsible 
for  their  schools.  In  most  cases  our  teachers  are  students.  Not 
only  students  of  books,  but  also  students  studying  child  life,  and  its 
proper  development.  And  because  the  teachers  of  Erie  county  are 
willing  to  work,  are  willing  to  give  their  time  over  to  study;  and 
because  they  know  their  responsibility  the  failures  in  our  county 
the  past  school  year  have  been  very  few.  These  few  failed  not  for 
lack  of  educational  training  or  character,  but  because  they  did  not 
exercise  that  tact  and  discretion  in  meting  out  punishments,  or  be- 
cause they  failed  to  realize  the  conditions  of  the  neighborhood  in 
which  they  labored.  At  present  Erie  county  has  a  number  of 
college  graduates  in  her  schoolrooms,  while  many  of  our  teachers 
have  already  finished  the  Normal  course,  and  are  determined  to  go 
on  to  college  in  time.  But  in  commending  the  Normal  or  College 
trained  teacher,  I  would  not  forget  to  mention  the  honest,  faithful 
teacher  who  by  long  hours  of  toil,  has  earned  the  culture  that  places 
him  abreast  of  the  College  or  Normal  trained  man.  We  have  a 
number  of  such  teachers  in  our  schools  and  they  are  doing  first 
class  work. 

As  to  my  own  work,  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  past  year.  For  our  institute  I  secured  some  of  the  best 
talent  that  we  could  find.     The  plan  of  dividing  the  institute  into 


No.  5.  FAYETTE  COUNTY.  79 

sections,  Primary,  Grammar  and  High  School,  for  instruction, 
worked  successfully. 

The  intense  interest  that  Erie  county  has  in  school  matters  is 
plainly  manifested  in  the  number  of  new  school  buildings  which 
have  been  completed  during  the  school  year  that  has  just  closed. 
Union  township  and  Wayne  township  have  each  completed  one  good 
comfortable  school  house.  Pleasant  iiill  Independent  School  Dis- 
trict has  also  completed  a  school  house.  Elk  Creek  has  built  a 
modern  two  room  building  at  Cranesville. 

Mill  Creek  township  has  erected  a  fine  township  high  school  build- 
ing six  miles  west  of  Erie  on  the  Kidge  Road.  Harbor  Creek  town- 
ship has  replaced  the  old  two-story  frame  building  at  Harbor  Creek 
with  a  line  four-room  brick  structure  for  their  township  high  school. 
Springfield  township  has  at  North  Springfield  a  four  room  high 
school  building  in  course  of  construction.  Union  city  and  other 
places  in  the  county  are  at  present  considering  the  subject  of  new 
buildings  for  the  near  future. 

The  educational  subject  most  frequently  spoken  of  in  the  county 
is  the  subject  of  township  high  schools.  There  is  not  a  township  in 
Erie  county  but  what  is  thinking  more  or  less  on  this  subject.  The 
people  consider  that  their  children  are  entitled  to  a  high  school 
education.  And  for  such  an  education  they  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  home  roof. 

In  closing  this  my  first  annual  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  di- 
rectors, the  parents,  the  teachers,  the  pupils,  and  all  other  friends 
of  our  schools  for  the  kindly  help  they  have  extended  to  me  as  I 
have  performed  the  duties  of  my  office.  I  also  thank  the  Depart- 
ment at  Harrisburg  for  all  courtesies. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— J.  S.  Carroll. 


Steady  advancement  has  been  made  during  the  school  year  which 
has  just  closed.  Nothing  wonderful  has  taken  place  to  mark  a 
period  in  Fayette  county  school  history,  yet  the  progress  in  educa- 
tional work  has  kept  pace  with  that  of  other  professions.  The 
number  of  schools  has  increased,  teachers'  wages  have  advanced, 
and  the  school  term  in  some  districts  has  been  lengthened.  Great 
developments  in  coal  and  coke  have  taken  place  in  our  county  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  for  a  time  the  school  interest  in 
some  localities  seemed  to  be  neglected,  but  this  year  has  done  much 
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toward  bringing  about  normal  conditions  of  school  interest  in  all 
the  districts  that  seemed  for  a  time  to  lag.  As  a  result  of  the 
county's  growth  and  development,  multitudes  of  foreign  children 
are  admitted  to  school  before  they  can  speak  our  language  at  all, 
but  most  of  them  are  as  bright  and  as  apt  as  our  native  children, 
and  are  usually  liked  by  their  teachers.  They  are  sometimes  heard 
to  say  "Me  no  Italy,  me  America."  These  children  are  proud  of  the 
fact  that  they  live  in  America,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
great  happiness  that  comes  to  them  when  they  find  they  are  actually 
learning  to  speak,  and  to  read  and  to  write  our  language.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  public  schools  a  great  majority  of  these  children 
would  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and  would  doubtless  form  a  dangerous 
element  among  our  people,  but  the  training  they  get  in  the  schools 
will  qualify  them  for  true  American  citizenship,  will  make  them  a 
component  part  of  the  nation  itself,  instead  of  a  disintegrated  for- 
eign element.  The  value  of  the  public  school  in  this  great  work 
cannot  be  measured. 

In  every  school  district  in  the  county,  the  people  are  persistent 
in  their  efforts  to  secure  strong  teachers.  They  are  no  longer  satis- 
fied with  two  or  three  strong  teachers  and  twice  as  many  weak  ones, 
but  they  are  striving  to  secure  only  those  who  are  able  to  do  efficient 
work.  And  this  growing  demand  for  better  qualified  teachers  has 
been  the  means  of  stirring  up  many  a  teacher  who  had  been  simply 
drifting,  apparently  satisfied  with  his  condition.  Those  who  are 
content  to  stand  si  ill  will  not  be  found  teaching  in  the  schools  of 
Fayette  county  much  longer. 

The  people  have  a  right  to  demand  that  their  children  shall  be 
taught  by  progressive,  efficient,  live  teachers,  and  those  who  do  not 
measure  to  this  standard  will  not  continue  long  in  the  work.  The 
teachers  know  this  and  almost  all  are  striving  for  improvement.  In 
some  parts  of  the  county  the  teachers  have  organized  themselves 
into  classes  and  have  been  taught  by  the  principals  or  other  com- 
petent persons  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter.  Almost  all 
of  the  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  are  attending  school 
somewhere  at  this  time.  But  few  think  of  offering  themselves  for 
examination  unless  they  have  put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  qualify 
themselves  for  creditable  work.  And  the  teachers  who  want  to 
take  the  professional  or  the  permanent  examination  are  in  school 
too;  they  no  longer  hope  to  get  something  for  nothing,  they  know- 
that  unless  they  make  the  grades  required  they  will  not  be  success- 
ful. When  they  merit  a  high  grade  certificate  they  get  it,  and  not 
until  then.  A  multitude  of  friends  cannot  get  a  certificate  for  an 
incompetent  person.  The  people  have  found  that  out  in  other 
years,  and  have  set  to  work  to  merit  what  they  should  like  to  get. 
All  are  willing  to  do  this  when  once  they  know  there  is  no  other  way. 
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The  law  requiring  teachers  to  be  examined  in  algebra  and  govern- 
ment has  aroused  our  people  in  a  marked  degree.  It  has  set  people 
10  work  who  had  long  since  retired  from  active  preparation  for 
school  work.  Some  of  them  got  their  professional  certificates 
almost  twenty  years  ago  and  immediately  thereafter  began  to  play 
the  Kip  Van  Winkle  act.  Some  of  these  people  can  scarcely  under- 
stand why  they  are  required  to  do  something  that  they  never  before 
had  dreamed  of.  But  they  are  at  work,  all  of  them,  that  is,  all  who 
expect  to  continue  in  the  work,  and  they  will  doubtless  succeed. 
These  branches  have  put  scores  of  people  into  school  who  had  sup- 
posed that  their  education  was  finished  long  ago.  Let  the  good 
work  continue.  It  will  do  these  people  good  thus  to  become 
students  once  again.  It  is  likewise  a  good  thing  for  the  young 
people  who  are  preparing  to  enter  the  profession.  A  knowledge 
of  these  branches  is  of  much  value  to  them,  and  in  order  to  be 
prepared  for  an  examination  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  remain  in 
school  longer  than  they  would  otherwise  do. 

Teachers'  Wages. 

The  Directors'  Convention,  in  Uniontown,  in  August,  1901,  was 
addressed  by  the  County  Superintendent,  the  probable  scarcity  of 
teachers  and  teachers'  wages  being  the  chief  topics  treated.  It  was 
discovered  that  for  a  period  of  three  years  fewer  people  were  pre- 
senting themselves  for  examination  while  the  number  of  schools  was 
mcreasing  about  twenty  each  year;  also  that  many  of  the  successful 
teachers  were  choosing  other  lines  of  work.  It  was  not  difficult  to 
see  that  the  time  wras  not  far  distant  when  there  would  be  a  scarcity 
of  teachers  in  Fayette  county,  unless  existing  conditions  should 
change.  These  facts  were  made  known  to  the  directors  at  that 
time,  but  they  did  not  look  upon  the  matter  seriously.  They  argued 
that  they  had  never  known  a  time  when  there  were  more  schools 
than  teachers.  They  were  told  that  unless  something  would  be 
done  to  hold  the  teachers  we  already  had,  and  to  attract  many 
others  to  join  us,  that  within  a  period  of  two  years  our  schools  could 
not  be  filled  with  competent  teachers.  They  were  told  that  the  only 
solution  to  the  question  was  a  liberal  advance  in  teachers'  wages, 
but  wages  did  not  advance  that  year.  The  News  Standard  of  Union- 
town  then  took  up  the  matter  and  urged  the  directors  from  time  to 
time  to  advance  the  wrages  of  their  teachers,  showing  clearly  that 
of  all  the  professional  people,  teachers  are  the  poorest  paid.  Other 
papers  of  the  county  did  good  service  also,  and  the  matter  was  kept 
before  the  public  almost  continuously.  And  then  at  the  County 
Institute  in  December,  1901,  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart  of  the  De- 
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partment  of  Public  Instruction,  delivered  a  most  powerful  ajid  elo- 
quent address  that  went  right  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  directors, 
the  teachers  and  the  general  public.  For  almost  an  hour  and  a 
half  the  whole  audience  hung  on  every  word  he  uttered  and  when 
Mr.  Stewart  sat  down  the  tremendous  applause  gave  evidence  that 
the  people  love  the  public  schools,  and  that  they  are  willing  and 
anxious  to  furnish  the  money  with  which  to  pay  the  teachers  lib- 
erally for  their  work. 

Here  again  the  press  did  a  great  work.  The  people  all  over  the 
county  were  led  to  see  that  the  teacher's  work  is  a  noble  one  and 
that  she  is  worthy  of  her  hire.  The  victory  was  won.  The  senti- 
ment of  the  people  was  strongly  in  favor  of  an  advance  in  wages. 
North  Union  township,  with  her  forty-two  schools,  in  June,  1902, 
led  off  with  an  increase  of  five  dollars  per  month  and  made  their 
school  term  eight  months  instead  of  seven.  She  was  soon  followed 
by  Dunbar  township,  with  her  sixty-five  schools,  making  the  term 
eight  months  and  advancing  experienced  teachers  five  dollars  per 
month.  About  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  all  the  districts  advanced 
The  wages  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  month,  while  many  of  the 
principals  got  an  advance  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  per 
month.  Uniontown  made  the  greatest  advancement  in  the  salary 
of  her  principal.  For  three  years  it  had  been  f  1,300  per  year;  now 
it  is  $1,800.  But  the  advance  in  the  rural  schools  was  not  more 
than  five  dollars  per  month  and  that  was  not  enough.  Some  few 
districts  did  not  advance  at  all,  and  the  wages  paid  ran  from  twenty- 
seven  to  forty-five  dollars  per  month  in  single-room  country  schools. 
Liberal  advances  are  looked  for  the  coming  year  in  almost  all  of  the 
districts.     Let  the  good  work  go  on. 

Examinations. 

Twenty-four  public  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were 
held  during  the  year.  Five  hundred  thirty-four  applicants  were 
examined,  but  only  four  hundred  one  certificates  were  granted.  The 
questions  used  were  not  more  difficult,  perhaps,  but  the  grading  was 
closer  than  in  the  three  years  preceding,  consequently  there  were 
more  failures  than  usual.  The  examinations  in  algebra  and  govern- 
ment were  quite  easy,  and  these  branches  caused  the  failure  of  but 
few  people.  I  am  quite  sure  that  our  standard  is  not  above  the 
average,  and  I  shall  aim  to  make  it  somewhat  higher  the  coming 
year.  Better  wages  should  command  better  qualified  teachers,  and 
i1  shall  be  my  purpose  to  grant  certificates  only  to  those  who  are 
qualified  to  do  efficient  work. 

Professional  certificates  are  granted  only  to  those  who  make  high 
grades  in  the  regular  annual  professional  examination.     This  year 
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only  two  such  persons  were  found  in  a  class  of  thirteen.  The  ones 
who  failed  are  not  discouraged;  they  will  come  up  again  the  coming 
year  much  stronger  than  before,  and  will  likely  win.  When  they 
succeed  in  getting  a  professional,  one  more  year's  work  makes  them 
strong  for  the  permanent. 

The  permanent  examination  was  held  in  Uniontown,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  June  20th  and  21st.  Eighteen  applicants  took  the  entire 
examination.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  classes  ever  ex- 
amined in  the  county.  Seventeen  of  the  class  were  passed  by  the 
committee  and  recommended  to  the  Department  for  certificates. 
Several  others  made  the  required  grades  in  higher  branches.  The 
class  that  is  to  come  up  the  coining  year  is  a  good  one.  Those  hold- 
ing late  professionals  seldom  fail  to  make  high  grades  in  the  per- 
manent examination. 


Educational  Meetings. 

During  the  year  many  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various 
districts.  As  a  rule  these  meetings  were  well  attended  and  stirred 
up  a  great  deal  of  school  interest  in  the  communities  in  which  they 
were  held.  A  successful  local  institute  means  that  the  people  of 
the  community  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  schools. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time  several  teachers'  meetings  were  held 
in  the  county.  The  teachers  and  the  people  were  pleased  with  them. 
The  good  that  grew  out  of  them  warranted  their  continuance,  so 
eight  were  advertised  for  the  month  of  August  of  this  year.  The 
teachers,  directors  and  superintendent  come  together  just  before 
the  opening  of  the  school  term,  and  discuss  methods  and  formulate 
plans  for  the  year's  work.  In  interest  and  results  these  meetings 
far  surpass  those  of  the  local  institutes.  They  will  continue  for 
at  least  two  years  more. 

The  county  institute  in  interest  and  magnitude  far  surpasses  all 
other  educational  meetings  held  in  the  county,  and  the  one  held  this 
year  was  the  best  that  I  have  been  able  to  hold.  Professors  Albert, 
Ellis,  Hulley  and  Yetter  cannot  easily  be  surpassed.  Each  in  his 
line  is  a  master.     The  music  both  day  and  evening  was  excellent. 

Patrons'  Day. 

Friday,  February  27,  1902,  was  set  apart  as  Patrons'  Day,  and 
was  observed  in  nearly  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  It  was 
looked  forward  to  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  the  teachers 
acted  well  their  part  in  making  the  day  a  profitable  one.  To  interest 
the  patrons  in  school  work  is  sometimes  a  difficult  task,  but  it  must 
be  done  if  the  schools  are  to  do  efficient  work.     If  the  parents  can  be 
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induced  to  visit  their  schools  occasionally  and  find  them  doing  good 
work,  their  interest  will  be  aroused,  and  the  teacher  will  win  their 
sympathy  and  co-operation.  It  is  not  claimed  that  Patrons'  Day 
will  solve  all  the  troublesome  school  questions,  nor  will  all  of  the 
parents  be  reached  through  its  influence,  but  it  is  a  progressive 
element  in  school  work,  and  will  do  much  to  interest  parents  in 
the  education  of  their  children.  When  all  the  people  become  inter- 
ested in  the  public  schools  there  will  be  little  use  for  truant  officers, 
and  the  question  of  school  government  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
solved. 

In  many  districts  the  attendance  of  patrons  was  all  that  could 
be  desired.  In  Uniontown  all  expectations  were  surpassed,  the 
visitors  numbering  almost  one  thousand.  It  was  an  eventful  day 
in  the  history  of  the  Uniontown  public  schools,  and  was  eminently 
successful  in  many  other  districts. 

Course  of  Study. 

Many  of  the  rural  schools  of  the  county  have  been  working  under 
a  course  of  study  since  1895,  and  through  this  course  good  results 
have  been  obtained  in  most  of  the  districts  in  which  it  has  been 
used.  Some  time  ago  it  was  decided  to  supplant  the  old  course  with 
a  new  one,  and  the  county  Superintendent  was  instructed  by  the 
Directors'  Association  to  prepare  a  new  course.  It  has  been  com- 
pleted recently,  and  will  be  introduced  into  all  of  the  rural  schools 
the  coming  year.  From  twenty  to  thirty  young  people  have  com- 
pleted the  old  course  each  year,  and  received  diplomas.  This  year 
the  graduates  number  about  forty.  Under  the  new  course  we  ex- 
pect to  do  still  better. 

New  Houses. 

Several  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  New 
Salem  Independent  District  erected  a  fine  brick  building  containing 
six  rooms.  It  took  the  place  of  an  old  four-room  brick  house  that 
had  fully  served  out  its  period  of  usefulness.  German  township 
put  up  a  two  room  brick  house  in  McClellandtown.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  two-room  houses  in  the  county.  North  Union  remodeled  a  four- 
room  brick  house,  making  it  a  neat  and  substantial  structure  of 
eight  rooms.  Jefferson  township  erected  two  excellent  one-room 
frame  houses,  Perry  a  fine  two-room  annex,  and  Connellsville  town- 
ship a  substantial  one-room  annex. 

Supervision. 

Supervision  of  the  schools  on  the  part  of  school  directors  is  a 
great  failure,  and  I  believe  it  has  always  been  so.     Directors  might 
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do  their  schools  great  good  by  making  frequent  visits  to  them,  but 
most  of  the  directors  of  the  county  do  not  spend  one  day  in  a  year 
in  the  schools,  and  some  never  visit  at  all.  They  can  neither  be 
induced  nor  compelled  to  visit  their  schools,  and  I  feel  free  to  de- 
nounce the  plan  and  to  declare  it  a  failure.  It  has  been  tried  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  school  people  ought  not  to  deceive 
themselves  longer. 

And  supervision  by  county  superintendents  is  in  a  great  measure 
a  failure.  What  can  he  do  with  five  or  six  hundred  schools?  But 
little  indeed.  He  must  work  hard  to  make  even  one  visit  a  year 
to  each  school,  and  the  time  spent  in  the  school  is  seldom  more  than 
one  hour.  If  business  men  did  not  give  more  attention  to  the  su- 
pervision of  their  affairs  than  is  given  to  the  supervision  of  the 
public  schools  there  would  be  fewer  millionaires.  Why  the  educa- 
tional people  of  the  country  are  willing  that  these  conditions  shall 
continue  is  not  easily  understood.  In  my  judgment  by  far  the 
weakest  place  in  our  public  school  system  is  in  the  supervision, 
and  wages  may  be  increased  and  terms  lengthened,  and  great  educa- 
tional meetings,  local,  county,  State  and  national,  may  be  held, 
but  these  things,  while  they  improve  the  schools,  never  can  make 
them  what  they  ought  to  be  made  under  the  present  plan  of  super- 
vision. The  Legislature  of  1901  enacted  a  law  creating  the  office 
of  township  principal.  This  is  one  of  the  wisest  measures  of  school 
legislation  that  have  been  enacted  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  yet  it  has  done  but  little  good.  The  directors  are  not  compelled 
to  hire  supervising  principals,  and  until  they  are  compelled  to  do 
so  comparatively  few  will  be  hired.  The  average  director  does  not 
know  of  the  value  of  supervision  and  looks  upon  the  position  un- 
favorably because  of  the  additional  expense  it  would  bring  about. 
He  cannot  see  the  advisability  of  paying  a  supervising  principal 
$500  or  $600  a  year  just  to  go  around  and  "visit.''  but  he  is  willing 
to  pay  out  anywhere  from  $5,000  to  $30,000  per  year  of  the  peoples' 
money  and  then  let  the  machine  run  itself.  Such  stupidity  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated,  but  conditions  are  not  likely  to  be  improved 
much  until  the  Legislature  says  that  school  boards  must  employ 
principals  to  supervise  the  rural  schools. 

Supervising  principals  were  elected  in  only  three  townships  dur- 
ing the  year,  viz:  North  Union,  Connellsville  and  Upper  Tyrone. 

A  vacancy  occurred  in  Connellsville  township  and  the  place  was 
not  filled,  so  that  we  had  but  two  such  officers,  and  their  time  was 
in  part  taken  up  with  other  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming 
school  year  shall  witness  the  election  of  many  township  supervising 
principals.  During  the  year  the  five  hundred  forty-three  schools 
received  at  least  one  visit  each  from  the  superintendent,  and  some 
more  than  one.     In  all  six  hundred  five  visits  were  made.     It  was 
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my  aim  to  remain  in  a  school  at  least  forty  minutes,  but  very  fre- 
quently I  stayed  longer.  In  order  to  reach  all  of  the  schools  once 
in  a  term  it  is  necessary  to  begin  early  in  September  and  keep  ever- 
lastingly sticking  to  it  until  the  schools  close.  When  a  superin- 
tendent examines  from  400  to  600  teachers,  holds  the  county  insti- 
tute, makes  600  visits  to  schools,  attends  a  score  or  more  of  educa- 
tional meetings,  takes  care  of  a  heavy  correspondence,  explains  to 
a  hundred  and  one  of  his  freinds  why  he  cannot  grant  professional 
and  even  provisional  certificates  without  examination,  he  has  but 
little  time  to  spend  at  the  "seashore,  the  annual  fairs  and  the  cen- 
tennials." But  he  gets  used  to  it  and  really  enjoys  it  after  all. 
He  may  not  always  earn  his  money,  but  he  makes  a  bigger  stagger 
at  it  than  some  people  imagine. 

The  schools  have  done  good  work,  the  people  have  been  kind  to 
me,  and  I  have  tried  to  earn  my  salary. 

I  want  to  thank  the  teachers,  the  directors,  the  public  press,  the 
patrons  and  all  others  who  have  helped  to  make  this  a  successful 
school  year;  and  especially  do  I  want  to  thank  the  Department  for 
their  wise  counsel  and  efficient  help. 


FOREST  COUNTY— C.  E.  Stitzinaer. 


During  the  school  year  just  concluded,  no  very  radical  changes 
in  the  working  of  the  schools  have  been  made;  but  all  who  are  con- 
cerned in  the  progress  of  our  schools  have  exercised  the  same  un- 
tiring interest,  and  have  labored  with  the  same  ardent  zeal  that 
they  have  manifested  in  their  relation  with  the  schools  in  former 
years.  A  steady  forward  movement  in  the  nature  and  amount  of 
work  accomplished  has  been  the  natural  result. 

Six  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  as  follows: 
Greene  township,  one;  Jenks  township,  two;  Howe  township,  one; 
and  Kingsley  township,  two.  Some  of  these  houses  replaced  old 
ones  which  had  outlived  their  period  of  usefulness,  and  had  become 
too  old  or  too  small  to  satisfy  the  growing  demand  for  substantial 
school  buildings  in  their  localities.  Others  were  erected  where 
growing  settlements  made  imperative  the  organization  of  new 
schools.  These  buildings  are  all  substantial  ones  and  are  supplied 
with  modern  furniture  and  school  apparatus. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  two  schools — the  largest  number  in 
the  history  of  the  county.     The  school  at  Endeavor  and  also  the 
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one  at  West  Hickory  had  a  graduating  class  in  the  grammar  grade, 
and  a  number  of  pupils  at  each  place  completed  the  course.  Each 
school  held  appropriate  graduating  exercises  at  the  close  of  the 
school  term.  The  Jenks  township  high  school  graduated  a  class  of 
six,  and  the  Tionesta  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  four.  Each 
of  these  schools  closed  with  appropriate  and  interesting  com- 
mencement exercises. 

There  has  been  a  steady  decrease,  each  year,  in  the  number  of  ap- 
plicants for  provisional  certificates.  Only  ninety  applicants,  in  all, 
were  examined,  and  nineteen  of  these,  having  failed  to  pass  with 
satisfactory  grades,  were  rejected.  A  number  of  causes  might  be 
given  for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  who  apply  for  pro- 
visional certificates.  The  demand  for  that  class  of  teachers  has 
become  less  because  of  the  large  number  of  State  Normal  School 
graduates  in  the  county.  The  salary  of  the  teacher  is  usually 
small  and  the  permanency  of  position  very  uncertain;  many  other 
lines  offer  more  lucrative  positions  than  teaching.  These  and  other 
reasons  might  be  given. 

Fifty-three  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools  in  Forest 
county  held  the  higher  grade  certificates.  Of  this  number,  three 
held  professional  certificates,  and  seven  permanent  certificates; 
forty  were  State  Normal  School  graduates,  and  three  were  College 
graduates.  Of  those  holding  provisional  certificates,  thirty-five  had 
attended  a  State  Normal  School,  and  a  large  per  cent,  of  the  re- 
mainder were  High  School  graduates.  This  is  an  indication,  at 
least,  of  the  intellectual  qualification  of  our  teaching  force. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  superintendent  was  two 
hundred.  Only  one  school  was  not  visited,  and  almost  all  were 
visited  twice. 

There  were  seven  district  institutes  held.  The  usual  interest 
was  shown  and  a  corresponding  amount  of  good  was  accomplished. 

In  some  of  the  districts  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was  en 
forced,  while  in  other  places  it  was  sadly  neglected.  It  is  a  puzzling 
problem  to  know  just  how  to  succeed  in  having  people  in  some 
localities  comply  with  this  law.  In  most  districts  no  attendance 
officer  is  appointed  by  the  board,  and  no  one  seems  willing  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  enforcing  the  law.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
in  the  very  near  future  this  law  shall  be  strictly  enforced  throughout 
the  county. 

As  usual  the  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  an- 
nual teachers'  institute,  which  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Tio- 
nesta. Formerly  it  was  customary  to  hold  the  institute  as  near  the 
holiday  season  as  possible.  As  an  experiment,  the  date  of  the  in- 
stitute was  changed  to  the  week  of  October  20.  The  experiment 
proved  very  satisfactory.     The  weather  was  ideal,  the  roads  were 


88  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

in  excellent  condition,  and  as  a  result  more  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance than  ever  before  attended  an  institute  in  Forest  county. 
The  following  talent  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  institute.  Dr. 
Preston  N.  Search,  formerly  of  Clark  University;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy, 
of  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School,  Prof.  W.  A.  Beer,  Ex- 
Supt.  of  Clarion  Co.,  Dr.  Samuel  Weir,  Dr.  John  Ballentine  and 
Prof.  C.  Y.  Welch,  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School,  and  Prof. 
J.  H.  Kurtz,  of  Chicago. 

The  following  books  ,/ere  recommended  for  the  teachers'  reading 
course:  Professional — "Turning  Points  in  Teaching,"  "An  Ideal 
School,"  and  "White's  Art  of  Teaching."  The  latter  to  be  a  basis 
for  the  teachers'  examination  in  Theory.  Non-professional — "Rhod- 
erick  Hume"  and  the  Chinese  Empire." 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  who, 
in  any  way,  assisted  in  the  school  work  during  the  year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— L.  F.  Benchoff. 


The  school  year  has  just  closed  with  many  encouraging  signs  of 
progress  along  educational  lines,  and  as  a  rule  our  teachers  have 
been  anxious  to  acquire  that  skill  necessary  to  impart  truth  properly 
and  for  the  correct  discipline  of  school  life.  Nine  summer  schools 
were  organized  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  They  were  well 
attended  by  the  young  teachers.  Quite  a  large  number  of  our 
teachers  took  advantage  of  the  spring  term  at  a  Normal  School.  I 
feel  safe  in  saying  that  public  sentiment  is  drifting  toward  better 
qualified  teachers  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  testify  to  the 
fact  that  our  teachers  are  anxious  for  scholarship  as  well  as  for 
ability  to  discipline. 

During  the  year  fourteen  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (177)  applicants  were  examined. 
Twenty-nine  (29)  of  them  failed  to  pass.  Of  those  who  passed,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  (127)  were  elected  to  positions  in  schools, 
and  with,  a  few  exceptions,  the  teaching  work  was  generally  above 
the  average. 

Two  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  In  Waynes- 
boro, a  twelve-room  building  was  erected,  commodious,  substantial 
and  with  all  the  modern  appointments. 

Montgomery  township  enlarged  one  of  its  buildings,  thus  making 
room  for  one  more  school. 
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1  am  glad  to  report  that  the  problem  for  higher  education  in  the 
rural  districts  is  being  solved.  Many  boys  and  girls  passed  through 
the  regular  routine  of  a  common  school  by  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
sixteen  and  then  their  school  days  ended. 

Now,  we  hope  to  oiler  them  the  advantages  of  a  high  school 
training.  The  firsl  township  high  school  in  Franklin  county  was 
organized  during  the  last  year  at  Faimettsburg.  Considered  in 
the  light  of  a  new  effort,  the  school  was  reasonably  successful,  and 
will  be  continued.  The  idea  was  contagious  and  at  present  the 
signs  predict  more  high  schools  before  many  years  have  passed. 

Thirty-five  graduated  from  the  common  school  course  and  were 
granted  diplomas. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Chambersburg,  in  Rosedale 
Opera  House,  during  the  week  November  17-21,  and  was  well  at- 
tended by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  The  instruction  was 
able  and  practical,  and  for  general  enthusiasm  in  educational  work, 
this  year's  institute  w7as  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  The  in- 
structors were:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer;  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brum- 
baugh, Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Supt.  Coughlin  and 
Prof.  G.  Leslie  Omwake. 

On  Monday  evening  Dr.  Bible  lectured  on  "The  Elements  of  Suc- 
cess." Tuesday  evening  Dr.Brumbaugh  on  ''Education  in  Porto 
Rico."  On  Wednesday  evening  we  were  entertained  by  "Ritchie  & 
Co."  in  an  evening  of  music,  mirth  and  magic,  and  on  Thursday 
evening  by  the  Mendelssohn  Quartette  Co.,  and  Marguerite  Smith, 
child  impersonator. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  at  different  points  in  the 
county.  These  meetings  always  act  as  a  source  of  inspiration  to 
teachers  to  do  better  work,  and  what  is  perhaps  of  greater  impor- 
tance, they  serve  as  a  .means  of  creating  a  healthful  and  enlightened 
public  sentiment. 

The  compulsory  school  law  has  been  carried  out  to  the  letter  in  a 
few  districts  and  the  results  are  good.  In  a  large  portion  of  the 
county  the  law  is  very  mildly  enforced.  It  is  only  through  the  strict 
enforcement  of  this  law  that  many  boys  and  girls  will  share  the 
benefits  of  our  schools  and  finally  become  useful  men  and  women. 

Franklin  county,  excluding  Chambersburg,  has  three  hundred  and 
twenty  schools,  all  of  which  I  visited  during  the  past  year. 

I  watched  the  work  of  the  schools,  not  with  the  eye  of  a  cynic, 
but  with  a  strong  desire  to  give  all  the  help  and  encouragement  to 
pupils  and  teachers,  that  lay  in  my  power,  and  I  trust  my  efforts 
have  been  received  in  that  spirit. 

There  is  no  nobler  work  than  that  of  teaching  men  the  truth,  no 
matter  how  simple  a  fact  it  may  be.     Let  us  be  sincere  and  by 
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our  enthusiasm,  energy  and  thoroughness,  found  our  success  ou 
principles,  faithfully  taught. 

My  thanks  are  personally  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  their  kind  and  courteous  treatment,  and  to  the  teach- 
ers, directors,  press  and  patrons  that  have  contributed  so  gen- 
erously to  this  my  first  year's  work  as  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools. 


FULTON  COUNTY— Chas.  E.  Barton. 


The  year  just  closed  has  witnessed  healthy  educational  interest 
throughout  the  county. 

Most  of  the  teaching  was  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 
Lack  of  co-operation  was  found  in  a  few  instances,  and  the  troubles 
arising  therefrom  were  due  more  largely  to  patrons  than  to  teach- 
ers. Not  until  we  have  complete  co-operation  can  we  have  efficient 
work  in  our  schools. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  better  enforced  than  ever 
before.  Some  of  the  districts  elected  truant  officers  and  made 
special  effort  to  bring  the  children  of  school  age  into  school. 

Dublin  and  Bethel  districts  each  built  a  new  house.  Other  dis 
tricts  repaired  houses  making  them  more  comfortable  and  attrac- 
tive. Thompson  township  equipped  her  houses  throughout  with 
new  furniture.     Bedfast  put  new  furniture  in  three  houses. 

Bethel,  Thompson,  Tod  and  Union  put  complete  sets  of  maps  in 
all  their  schools. 

Nearly  all  of  the  districts  increased  teachers'  salaries. 

School  libraries  were  established  in  several  schools,  and  in  many 
instances  additions  made  to  those  already  established.  There  are 
at  present  only  fifteen  schools  in  the  county  without  libraries. 

Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers'  holding  provisional  certifi- 
cates are  now  attending  schools.  Some  in  State  Normal  Schools, 
and  others  in  county  normals. 

The  attendance  at  the  county  institute  was  unusually  large  and 
the  work  was  a  success. 

As  day  instructors  we  had  Dr.  II.  TJ.  Roop,  President  of  Lebanon 
Valley  College,  Prof.  Omwake  of  Ursinus  College,  Prof.  Prince  of 
Dickinson  College,  Prof.  Drumm  of  Bucknell  University.  Dr.  Barton 
and  Prof.  Rife,  of  the  Shippensburg  State  Normal  School,  and  Ex- 
Supt.  Pottt.  of  Bedford  Co. 
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The  Directors'  Association  was  fairly  well  attended  and  the 
meeting  was  interesting  and  profitable. 

The  local  institute  work  was  well  kept  up  throughout  the  county 
and  was  productive  of  much  good. 

Thirteen  were  graduated  from  the  McConnellsburg  High  School 
this  year.  Their  standings  show  them  to  be  the  strongest  class  in 
the  history  of  the  school. 

In  closing  we  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  courteous 
and  ready  counsel,  and  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  co-opera- 
tion and  the  many  friends  throughout  the  county  for  their  hospi- 
tality and  assistance  in  the  work. 


GREENE  COUNTY— John  C.  Stewart. 


I  am  able  to  say  that  the  year  has  closed  with  some  signs  of  en- 
couragement. Our  progress  has  been  slow,  yet  of  such  a  character 
that  will  enable  us  to  make  still  greater  progress  in  the  future. 

The  energetic  directors  have  awakened  to  the  fact  that  our 
teachers  need  more  professional  training,  and  are  offering  some  in- 
ducements that  wall  encourage  them  to  make  a  greater  effort  in  fit- 
ting themselves  for  this  work. 

The  greatest  hindrance .  to  the  advancement  of  our  schools,  in 
some  of  the  rural  districts,  has  been  the  determined  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  boards  of  directors  to  keep  the  wages  of  the  teachers 
as  low  as  possible.  The  industrial  wrorld  is  offering  better  wages 
and  a  longer  term;  thus  taking  many  of  our  best  teachers  away 
from  the  schools.  Those  that  remain  in  the  work  feel  that  their 
salary  is  not  commensurate  with  their  efforts  and  will  not  work 
with  the  same  energy  and  enthusiasm  that  they  otherwise  would. 
We  experienced  some  difficulty  in  securing  competent  teachers  this 
year,  and  fear  there  will  be  more  difficulty  in  the  future.  During 
the  year,  earnest  efforts  have  been  made  to  lead  the  directors  to  see 
the  need  of  increasing  the  salary  of  efficient  teachers.  In  many  dis- 
tricts assurance  of  a  liberal  increase  in  salaries  has  been  given,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  by  this  measure  the  strong  teachers  may  be  induced 
to  continue  in  their  chosen  work. 

There  is  quite  a  grow  ing  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  centralization 
of  schools,  a  problem  if  properly  solved,  and  carried  out  means  the 
placing  of  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts,  on  a  basis  inferior  to 
none.     The  great  influx  of  our  people  to  the  town,  in  order  to  give 
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their  children  better  educational  advantages,  should   be  checked. 

We  need  to  keep  our  children  in  the  country,  and  let  them  grow 
up  surrounded  by  the  beauties  of  nature,  which  is  one  of  the  potent 
factors  iu  the  forming  of  character. 

The  rural  districts  are  amply  able  to  provide  these  better  advan- 
tages, but  until  public  sentiment  favors  this  plan,  nothing  will  bo 
done.  I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  energetic  teachers  have  made  a 
strong  effort  to  give  correct  trend  of  public  thought,  relative  to  this 
question,  and  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  in  the  future,  when  we  can 
report  one  or  more  centralized  schools. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county,  a  day  was  set  apart 
to  be  known  as  "Patrons'  Day."  On  this  day  the  best  work  of  the 
pupils,  consisting  of  historical  papers,  analysis  of  sentences,  maps, 
drawings,  examination  papers,  etc.,  were  tastily  arranged  for  in- 
spection; also  special  recitations  and  tests  in  the  principal  classes, 
interspersed  with  some  literary  work  and  music  made  up  the  pro- 
gram for  the  day.  The  patrons  were  invited  to  visit  their  respec- 
tive school  or  schools  on  this  day.  The  day  was  observed  generally 
and  the  teachers  report  it  a  successful  one  in  most  of  the  districts. 

Our  county  institute  convened  at  Waynesburg,  the  last  week  in 
October,  of  the  228  teachers,  224  were  enrolled.  The  instructors 
were:  Prof.  B  .F.  Peters,  Dr.  Sherman  Davis,  Prof.  J.  G.  Park,  Mrs. 
Anna  E.  Friedman,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Phillips.  Evening  lectures  were 
delivered  by  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  Rev.  R.  S.  MacArthur,  A.  W. 
Hawk,  Elias  Day.  The  instruction  was  able  and  practical,  and  was 
highly  appreciated  by  the  teachers,  and  the  general  public,  that 
attended  the  sessions. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county.  These 
were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons  and  were  great 
factors  in  arousing  a  strong  school  sentiment. 

During  the  year  nineteen  examinations  were  held  ,at  which  217 
applicants  were  examined  and  180  certificates  granted. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  way  of  building 
and  repairing,  this  year.  Five  new  houses  were  erected.  They 
are  good  substantial  buildings,  with  modern  improvements.  Quite 
a  number  of  the  old  buildings  were  re-papered  and  re-painted,  thus 
adding  much  to  their  attractiveness. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  assisted  in 
promoting  the  educational  interest  and  trust  that  the  coming  year 
will  be  the  most  prosperous  one  in  the  history  of  our  county. 
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HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


In  considering  the  statistics  gathered  during  the  year  and  by 
consulting  our  notes  which  were  made  while  visiting  the  schools, 
we  are  pleased  to  say  that  we  think  we  have  evidence  of  marked 
progress  in  the  county  as  a  whole.  Though  many  discouraging 
problems  confronted  us  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  we  have  wit- 
nessed fully  as  great,  if  not  greater  activity  in  educational  affairs 
as  have  manifested  themselves  for  several  years  or  during  our  ac- 
quaintance with  the  general  educational  work  of  the  county.  In 
many  districts  our  patrons  have  been  very  enthusiastic  in  their  sup- 
port of  all  efforts  tending  toward  improvement.  The  directors  of 
the  county,  generally  speaking,  have  been  very  earnest  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  entailed  upon  them.  The  wages  of  teachers  in 
several  districts  have  been  raised  somewhat,  but  in  no  district 
has  the  increase  approached  the  same  rate  of  increase  that  has 
occurred  in  all  other  fields  of  labor. 

Teachers'  Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  conducted  thirty-one  regular 
examinations  and  fourteen  special  examinations  at  all  of  which 
were  examined  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  applicants.  Of  this 
number,  forty-four  persons  were  rejected,  eleven  of  whom  were 
rejected  twice.  We  were  obliged  to  grant  certificates  to  several 
whom  we  believed  to  be  too  weak.  This  was  necessitated  because 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  teachers. 

Teachers. 

While  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  work  of  all  of  our  teachers, 
a  few  being  careless,  negligent  or  professionally  unqualified,  in  the 
great  majority  we  believe  our  teachers  will  compare  very  favorably 
with  those  of  our  sister  counties.  We  were  obliged  to  employ 
several  young  persons  who  had  never  taught  before — forty-four  in 
all.  Then,  too,  we  were  compelled  to  employ  several  whom  we 
considered  too  young. 

From  our  statistics  of  the  year  we  find  that  fifty-six  of  our  teach- 
ers have  made  special  preparation  for  the  work  by  attending  our 
State  Normal  schools.  Sixty  were  Juniata  College  students,  and 
one  graduated  from  college.  The  remainder  are  the  product  of  our 
own  schools  most  of  whom  made  special  preparation  at  our  three 
loeal  normal  schools  and  our  three  seminaries.     We  are  pleased  to 
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note  that  nearly  all  of  our  teachers  are  in  school  this  summer.  Of 
these  teachers  twenty-two  hold  State  Normal  diplomas,  fourteen 
have  permanent  certificates,  and  twenty-one  teach  on  professional 
certificates.  We  found  four  teachers  who  did  not  read  the  Bible 
in  school. 

Institutes  and  Educational  Meetings. 

Beginning  November  10th,  we  had  one  of  the  most  successful 
county  teachers'  institutes  ever  conducted  in  this  county.  A  gen- 
eral interest  was  manifested  by  our  citizens  to  the  extent  that  wo 
were  unable  to  accommodate  all  who  endeavored  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions. Our  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  by  those 
who  came  to  receive  instruction  and  be  entertained.  State  Supt. 
Dr.  Schaeffer  was  with  us. 

During  the  year  we  had  twenty-five  local  institutes,  seven  educa- 
tional meetings,  which  were  conducted  on  Friday  evening,  besides 
several  lectures.  At  all  of  these  we  found  large  audiences  and  at 
some  of  them  we  could  not  accommodate  all  who  sought  admit- 
tance. Our  people  have  learned  to  look  upon  the  local  institutes 
and  educational  meetings  as  prime  factors  in  the  work.  They 
enthuse. 

Four  new  houses  were  built  in  the  county  and  several  others  were 
remodeled  and  repaired. 

Excellent  local  normal  schools  are  conducted  at  Kockhill  by 
Profs.  D.  W.  Irvin  and  S.  G.  Kudy  and  at  Shade  Gap  by  Pros.  E.  E. 
Kell  and  C.  B.  Neil.  About  ninety  teachers  are  in  attendance  at 
Kockhill.  The  Rockview  Academy  at  Sherleysburg,  Prof.  J.  S. 
Wolff,  Prin,  and  the  Stone  Valley  Academy  at  McAlvy's  Fort,  are 
each  doing  good  work  for  our  teachers.  A  number  of  teachers  at- 
tend the  Mountain  Seminary  at  Birmingham.  These,  together  with 
Juniata  College  give  us  splendid  opportunities  for  school  advan- 
tages at  home. 

At  the  close  of  the  schools,  we  gave  an  examination  in  order  that 
we  could  issue  diplomas  to  those  who  completed  the  work  as  de- 
scribed by  the  Berkey  system,  which  is  used  very  successfully  in  all 
but  two  of  our  rural  districts.  Thirty-five  persons  were  exam- 
ined, twenty-eight  of  whom  were  successful.  In  our  high  schools, 
we  had  twenty-two  applicants  for  graduation.  We  were  obliged 
to  reject  four  of  these. 

We  recommended  and  at  the  county  institute  the  teachers  adopted 
a  course  of  professional  reading.  In  this  course  are  White's  Art 
of  Teaching  and  Schaeffer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think, 
Kemp's  History  of  Education  and  Seely's  Foundations  of  Educa- 
tion.    Allen's  Mind  Studies  and  Jean  Mitchell's  School.  Kellogg's 
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Educational  Foundations  and  one  volume  of  Dickens.  The  majo- 
rity of  our  teachers  have  taken  up  this  work,  some  reading  as  much 
as  two  sets. 

Two  libraries  were  established  in  the  county  during  the  school 
term  and  several  of  our  schools  have  secured  splendid  cabinets. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Stewart. 


Another  school  year  is  numbered  with  the  past  and  a  general 
review  of  the  work  in  the  schools  during  the  year  is  encouraging, 
and  gives  evidence  of  advancement.  Much  of  the  prosperity  is  due 
to  the  teachers,  the  directors  and  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  As  a 
body  our  teachers  were  earnest,  enthusiastic  and  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  the  teaching  profession.  Our  ideals  were  not  realized, 
but  the  educational  plane  has  been  elevated  and  our  conception  of 
what  constitutes  a  good  school,  a  good  teacher  and  a  good  educa- 
tion has  been  broadened. 

The  annual  institute,  which  is  a  potent  factor  in  arousing  an 
educational  interest  throughout  the  county,  was  held  in  Indiana 
December  15-19.  Not  only  the  teachers  and  directors,  but  patrons 
and  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  county  were  in  attendance.  The 
institute  is  the  educational  rally  of  the  year,  and  the  attendance 
increases  each  year.  The  citizens  of  Indiana  are  very  hospitable, 
and  many  of  their  friends  from  the  country  spend  the  entire  week 
in  Indiana  enjoying  both  the  day  and  night  sessions  of  the  institute. 
The  instructors  were  Dr,  S.  Y.  Gil  Ian,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Prof.  S.  H. 
Trego,  Clayton,  111.,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Lloyd,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  Binghampton, 
N.  Y.,  Musical  Director;  and  Mrs.  Edith  Scott,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
Soloist  and  Eeciter.  The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr. 
E.  T.  Hagerman,  Rev.  Frank  Dixon,  and  Dr.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis. 
A  musical  entertainment  was  given  by  Brooke  and  his  famous 
Chicago  Marine  Band  Orchestra. 

The  eleventh  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  the  court  house,  Thursday  and  Friday  of  institute  week. 
Many  districts  were  represented  and  an  interesting  and  profitable 
meeting  was  reported.  The  Association  was  favored  by  addresses 
from  the  institute  instructors. 
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During  the  year  many  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the 
county,  and  very  interesting  programmes  carried  out.  It  was  my 
pleasure  to  be  present  at  ten  local  institutes  and  take  part  in  the 
discussions. 

During  the  year  387  applicants  were  examined  for  teaching  and 
of  this  number  254  were  licensed  to  teach.  On  April  4th  the  exam- 
ination for  graduation  in  the  public  schools  was  held  in  most  of 
the  districts,  and  diplomas  issued  to  those  who  reached  the  required 
grade. 

Of  the  teachers  employed,  46  are  graduates  of  a  Normal  School, 
38  hold  permanent  certificates,  27  hold  professional  certificates, 
and  203  hold  provisional  certificates.  We  have  insisted  upon  a 
higher  standard  of  professional  work  and  the  results  have  been 
very  gratifying.  Teachers  were  required  to  pursue  a  course  of  pro- 
fessional reading  which  proved  very  helpful  to  them.  We  have  but 
few  teachers  who  do  not  attend  school  during  the  summer.  A  num- 
ber of  our  progressive  Normal  graduates  take  special  training  along 
the  line  of  work  required  in  their  schools. 

With  few  exceptions,  all  the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year. 
The  time  spent  in  each  school  depended  upon  conditions  found  in 
the  school.  We  insisted  upon  teachers  keeping  clean,  well  venti- 
lated and  comfortable  school  rooms,  upon  neatness,  accuracy  and 
thoroughness  of  work,  giving  special  attention  to  reading,  waiting 
and  spelling.  We  feel  that  these  branches  have  been  sadly  ne- 
glected, and  too  much  time  given  to  the  study  of  problems  that 
will  not  be  of  any  practical  value  in  after  life  to  the  majority  of 
our  boys  and  girls. 

My  thanks  are  due  and  are  here  offered  to  the  directors  of  the 
county  for  their  continued  support,  shown  by  a  unanimous  re-elec- 
tion, and  a  liberal  raise  of  my  salary;  to  the  teachers  for  their 
hearty  co-operation;  to  the  newspapers  for  the  full  and  accurate 
reports  which  they  have  given  of  the  annual  institute  and  other 
educational  events;  to  the  clergy  for  their  words  of  encouragement 
and  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education; 
and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  kind  and  courteous 
treatment  and  aid  in  the  work. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— R.  B.  Teitrick. 


The  condition  and  tendency  of  our  schools  warrant  a  report  of 
steady  progress.  There  is  a  growth  of  general  interest  which  can- 
not be  mistaken  for  nnvthing  else  than  n  desire  to  secure  better 
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results  and  higher  school  privileges.  Naturally  our  best  schools 
are  in  the  districts  in  which  the  people  take  the  most  interest.  The 
record  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  visitations  by  directors 
during  the  year  is  an  index  to  the  interest  these  unpaid  guardians 
of  our  high  opportunities  take  in  the  educational  affairs  of  our 
county.  To  these  may  be  added  the  four  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  loyal  citizens,  who,  by  their  presence  in  the  schools 
and  expressions  of  encouragement,  contributed  to  the  soul  power 
of  the  teachers,  the  educational  at  mosphere  of  the  community  and 
the  efficiency  of  their  schools.  There  are  a  few  schools,  however, 
over  whose  threshold  not  one  of  the  patrons  set  foot  during  the 
year. 

Our  teachers  are  earnest  and  faithful  and  most  of  them  have  been 
very  successful  in  the  school  room.  About  ninety-five  per  cent, 
are  subscribers  to  educational  papers  ,and  are  keeping  themselves 
well  informed  on  the  educational  topics  of  the  day.  All  realize 
more  than  ever  the  importance  of  a  high  standard  of  scholarship, 
and  the  necessity  for  professional  training.  Owing  to  the  remark- 
able industrial  activity,  the  demand  for  young  men  and  young 
women  of  intelligence,  energy  and  ability  has  taken  from  our  ranks 
many  of  our  best  teachers.  The  services  of  competent  and  worthy 
teat  hers  should  be  recognized,  appreciated  and  encouraged  in  every 
way  possible.  The  greatest  educational  problem  before  the  people 
of  Jefferson  county  to-day  is,  the  retaining  of  good  teachers.  True 
economy  in  the  successful  management  of  our  schools,  demands 
to-day  more  than  ever  before  higher  wages  for  competent  teachers. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  schools,  we  held  educational  meetings 
at  Punxsutawney,  Brockwayville,  Reynoldsville  and  Brookville. 
Most  helpful,  inspiring  and  timely  instruction  was  given  by  Mrs. 
H.  G.  Carmalt,  Supt.  Model  School  Indiana  State  Normal,  and  Prof. 
W.  Y.  Welch  of  Clarion  State  Normal.  These  meetings  were  of 
great  value,  especially  to  the  young  teachers. 

Many  profitable  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county 
during  the  year. 

Improvements  are  keeping  pace  with  progress.  Directors  have 
shown  a  commendable  pride  in  the  beauty  and  convenience  of  their 
new  school  houses.  Many  old  houses  were  repaired,  painted  and 
furnished  with  slate  boards.  New  houses  were  built  in  the  follow- 
ing townships:  Bell,  McCalmont,  Perry,  Washington,  Winslow 
and  Young.  Brockwayville  borough  fitted  up  an  additional  room 
and  Punxsutawney  borough  erected  a  large  four-roomed  brick 
building.  All  are  modern  structures,  furnished  with  slate  boards, 
and  approved  patent  furniture.  The  surroundings  of  many  of  our 
houses  have  been  improved  and  beautified.       Trees  were  planted 
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and  grounds  enlarged.  There  are  some  localities  that  have  not  yet 
been  seized  by  the  spirit  of  improvement.  In  many  districts  the 
play  grounds  are  too  small  and  little  attention  paid  to  surround- 
ings. 

The  county  institute  held  December  29  to  January  2  is  generally 
credited  as  having  been  the  largest  and  most  successful  educational 
gathering  ever  held  in  Jefferson  county.  During  the  day  sessions 
instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson.  Prof.  Thos.  L.  Gibson  had 
charge  of  the  music.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess.  Dr.  M.  Gr.  Brumbaugh  and  Capt.  R.  P.  Hobson.  A  musical  en- 
tertainment was  given  by  the  Mendelssohn  Male  Quartette.  The 
failure  of  Dr.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis  and  Senator  J.  P.  Dolliver  to 
keep  their  engagements  for  the  evening  sessions  were  the  only  inci- 
dents which  marred  the  enjoyment  of  the  institute. 

Through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  $2,892.17  were  raised 
by  school  entertainments,  socials,  etc..  for  the  purchase  of  library 
books,  organs,  music  books,  blinds,  curtains  and  pictures.  We  have 
now  14.721  volumes  of  library  bocks  in  the  schools  of  our  county. 
Of  this  number  1,747  were  added  this  year.  Every  teacher  should 
fully  realize  the  refining  influences  of  good  books  and  their  value  in 
developing  the  intellectual  and  moral  life. 

The  Directors'  Association  continues  to  be  a  valuable  factor  in 
the  school  work  of  the  county.  Two  meetings  were  held.  During 
the  county  institute  the  association  was  addressed  by  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  and  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh.  Many  im- 
provements are  clearly  traceable  to  the  influence  of  this  association. 

It  has  been  my  constant  aim  to  secure  system  and  organization 
in  every  department  of  school  work ;  and  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
many  helpful  factors  contributing  to  my  purpose.  I  extend  grate- 
ful recognition  for  co-operation,  sympathy  and  help  to  directors, 
teachers,  patrons,  pupils,  the  clergy,  the  press  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  soliciting  continued  support  and  ready 
assistance,  courageously  enter  upon  the  duties  of  another  year. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— H.  C.  Klinger. 


In  submitting  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  my  first 
annual  report,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  say  to  what  extent  pro- 
gress has  been  made  during  the  past  year.     Judging  from  the  con- 


No.  5.  JUNIATA  COUNTY.  99 

dition  of  the  schools,  the  earnestness  of  the  teachers  and  the  healthj 
educational  sentiment  pervading  nearly  every  community,  I  may 
truthfully  say  that  we  have  been  moving  forward  even  though  we 
have  not  reached  the  "ideal"  of  excellence  we  had  in  view. 

With  a  few  exceptions  our  schools  did  good  work.  The  failures 
were  due  to  indifference  and  lack  of  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  want  of  parental  co-operation. 

Teachers. 

Our  teachers  as  a  body  labored  faithfully  in  the  school  room  as 
well  also  in  the  educational  meetings  and  deserve  commendation  for 
their  professional  spirit  and  the  personal  sacrifice  they  made.  A 
few  of  our  teachers  teach  only  for  the  "dollar  that's  in  it."  These 
should  cpuit  the  profession,  since  the  responsibility  is  too  great  to 
be  assumed  by  one  who  has  no  love  for  the  profession  or  higher 
motive.  Of  our  115  teachers  fifty-seven  were  males  and  fifty-eight 
were  females ;  forty-seven  had  taught  five  or  more  terms  and  twenty- 
three  had  no  experience;  sixty-one  held  provisional  certificates; 
thirty-one  held  professional  certificates;  twelve  held  permanent  cer- 
tificates; ten  had  Normal  school  diplomas  and  one  held  a  college 
diploma.     The  average  age  of  our  teachers  is  twenty-seven  years. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year,  thirteen  regular  examinations  and  one  special 
examination  was  held.  Ninety-four  applicants  presented  them- 
selves and  eighty-three  provisional  certificates  were  issued.  Of 
those  who  were  examined  about  seventy-five  per  cent,  had  attended 
a  school  of  some  kind  during  the  summer.  Applicants  were  in- 
formed that  to  receive  certificates  in  the  future  a  higher  grade  of 
scholarship  would  be  required. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Mijfiintown,  November  24th  to 
28th,  1902.  The  instructors  were,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  H.  U.  Boop,  Annviile,  Pa.;  Dr. 
Warren  Darst,  Oxford,  Ohio;  Prof.  Lee  Erancis  Lybarger,  Miffiin- 
burg,  Pa.;  Prof.  W.  H.  Bruce  Carney,  Selinsgrove,  Pa.  The  evening 
lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Winship,  subject,  "Aaron  Burr." 
Spillman  Biggs,  subject,  "Musical  Eits  and  Misfits."  John  Temple 
Graves,  subject,  "The  Beign  of  the  Demagogue." 

A  musical  entertainment  was  given  by  the  Bostonian  Ladies'  Quar- 
tette and  McGrath  Bros.    In  point  of  interest,  instruction  and  at- 
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tendance  the  institute  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county.  All  the  teachers  were  present  except  one  and  the  prob- 
able excuse  of  that  one  was  "I  have  married  a  wife  and  therefore  I 
cannot  come."  Of  the  102  directors,  thirty-eight  were  present  at 
the  different  sessions  of  the  institute. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday  morning.  The  directors  and  teachers  met  in  joint  session 
in  the  afternoon  and  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Darst,  Dr.  Lyte  and 
Prof.  Lybarger.  The  following  were  selected  as  delegates  to  at- 
tend the  State  Convention  of  directors  in  Harrisburg:  J.  E.  Jami- 
son, R.  W.  Neely,  C.  E.  Hower,  Hon.  W.  N.  Sterrett,  Geo.  W.  Boyer. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  directors'  association  should  prove  as 
helpful  to  the  schools  as  the  county  institute.  If  teachers  need  to 
meet  to  discuss  educational  questions  and  receive  instruction  from 
those  who  are  intellectually  strong,  is  it  not  equally  necessary  for 
school  directors  to  meet  and  keep  abreast  the  line  of  educational 
progress?  I  believe  with  the  law  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature 
providing  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  these  meetings,  they  will  be 
better  attended  and  will  be  productive  of  great  results. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  McAllisterville,  Richfield,  East 
Salem.  Thompsontown,  Van  Dyke.  Port  Royal.  Walnut.  McCoysville, 
Waterloo  and  Black  Log.  Great  interest  is  manifested  in  these 
meetings  and  the  attendance  is  always  large.  They  are  a  great  help 
to  the  teachers  and  are  means  of  creatine:  and  fostering  a  healthy 
educational  sentiment.  Communities  ofttimes  vie  with  each  other 
in  securing  the  meetings. 

Professional  Reading  Course. 

The  committee  on  professional  reading  at  the  county  institute 
recommended  that  the  teachers  continue  reading  Dr.  Schaeffer's 
"Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think,"  and  adopted  also  Dr.  White's 
''Elements  of  Pedagogy."  The  examination  in  Theory  will  be 
based  on  the  above  texts.  It  is  also  my  purpose  at  every  examina- 
tion to  determine  what  professional  works  and  books  of  general 
literature  the  teachers  are  reading. 

Visitation. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice  except  one.  A 
number  were  visited  three  times.  A  number  of  directors  accom- 
panied me  in  these  visits.  In  examining  the  term  reports  I  find 
some  schools  that  were  not  visited  by  any  director  during  the  term. 
Something  is  wrong  here. 
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Improvements. 

Tuscarora  built  a  new  school  bouse  during  the  year.  While  pre- 
paring- to  build  a  new  house  in  East  Waterford  some  incendiary  ap- 
plied the  match  to  the  Willow  Kim  building  and  thus  compelled  the 
re-building  of  that.  A  neat  brick  house  was  built,  painted  and 
furnished  with  new  furniture.  Lack  township  also  found  it  neces- 
sary to  open  a  new  school.  A  small  dwelling  house  was  rented  and 
when  I  made  my  visits  I  found  a  school  of  half  a  dozen  happy  boys 
and  girls.  Milford  township  also  rented  a  new  dwelling,  furnished 
it  with  new  school  furniture  and  opened  a  new  school  in  it.  A  num- 
ber of  rooms  were  improved  by  new  ceilings,  floors,  etc.,  and  some 
were  painted  and  beautifully  papered.  More  rooms  need  attention 
in  this  direction.  The  school  room  should  be  made  as  attractive 
and  pleasant  as  the  home. 

In  the  next  I  expect  to  be  able  to  report  a  new  building  in  Mifflin- 
towu  borough.  The  present  building  being  too  small  and  the  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  deficient,  the  board  decided  to  erect  a  new  build- 
ing, more  modern,  rather  than  re-model  the  old  one.  Immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  term  the  old  building  was  torn  down  and 
ground  broken  for  the  new. 

In  Memoriam. 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  chronicle  the  death  of  two  loyal  di- 
rectors and  a  faithful  teacher.  Dr.  S.  A.  Suloff,  of  the  Patterson 
board  and  M.  S.  Brubaker,  of  the  Susquehanna  board,  Avere  ener- 
getic men,  faithful  in  discharging  their  duties  and  always  interested 
in  the  highest  welfare  of  the  schools. 

Teacher  M.  S.  Esh  died  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  He  was  a 
lifelong  teacher  of  the  county.  In  his  death  the  educational  in- 
terests suli'er  a  loss.  He  was  a  successful  teacher  and  greatly  loved 
by  his  pupils.  He  was  active  in  educational  work  of  every  kind 
and  always  ready  to  "lend  a  hand.''  He  has  gone  to  his  reward  but 
his  lifework  still  remains  and  his  memory  will  live  long  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  knew  him. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindly 
advice  and  courtesies  given  me  by  the  Department,  of  the  assistance, 
kindness  and  hospitality  extended  by  the  directors  and  friends  of 
education,  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  the  en- 
courage ment  of  the  press  of  the  county. 


102  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


Speaking  generally  conditions  have  not  changed  materially  since 
last  year.  Our  attendance  was  normal,  and  as  a  rule  teachers  were 
successful  in  their  work.  The  average  length  of  the  school  term 
remains  eight  and  two-third  months.  Salaries  range  from  $25  to 
$100  per  month.  The  demand  for  professionally  trained  teachers 
is  greater  than  the  supply  and  it  is  still  necessary  to  issue  some  pro- 
visional certificates  to  fill  the  schools. 

The  general  sentiment  among  the  majority  of  our  people  in  re- 
gard to  educational  facilities  is  "Only  the  best  is  good  enough  for 
our  children."  But  while  this  sentiment  is  held  theoretically,  at 
least,  by  the  people  in  general,  it  occasionally  happens  in  some  of  our 
districts  that  personal  and  semi-political  influences  prevent  school 
boards  from  acting  in  harmony  with  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

This  is  particularly  true  when  applied  to  the  selection  of  teachers. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty  school  directors  are  often  embar- 
rassed and  sometimes  overborne  by  popular  clamor  and  the  in- 
fluence of  local  politicians.  By  the  use  of  such  arguments  as  "She 
lives  in  the  district,"  "Her  father  is  a  heavy  taxpayer,"  or  "She  is 
a  graduate  of  our  school,"  directors  are  sometimes  induced  to  elect 
inexperienced  and  comparatively  weak  teachers  and  to  reject  appli- 
cants having  higher  qualifications  and  successful  experience. 

Wherever  such  conditions  prevail  it  is  very  evident  that  the  re- 
sult will  be  poorer  schools.  The  argument  based  upon  residence  in 
the  district,  taxpaying,  graduation  from  the  district  high  school, 
etc.,  is  false  and  pernicious  to  the  last  degree.  Wherever  directors 
make  it  a  rule  to  select  teachers  for  such  reasons  they  necessarily 
confine  their  choice  to  a  few  applicants,  and  it  seldom  happens  that 
the  best  qualified  candidate  for  a  given  position  is  a  resident  of  the 
district. 

But  the  evil  does  not  stop  here.  The  local  candidates,  feeling  that 
they  need  not  fear  outside  competition,  lose  that  stimulus  to  pre- 
pare properly  for  their  work,  and  come  to  depend  upon  local  "pull" 
instead  of  competency  to  teach.  Seeing  that  the  choice  of  teachers 
is  not  made  on  the  ground  of  competency,  the  rival  local  candidates 
begin  a  campaign  among  their  friends,  and  the  battle  is  fought  out 
on  lines  of  personal  popularity  and  family  and  social  influence,  etc. 
Where  such  unfavorable  conditions  prevail  one  need  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  poor  schools. 

But  I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  the  majority  of  districts  in  this 
county  the  selection  of  teacher*  is  bssed  chiefly  upon  scholarship 
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of  the  applicants  and  their  ability  to  do  good  work  in  the  school 
room.  That  this  is  true  is  shown  by  the  steady  improvement  of  our 
teaching"  force. 

Of  the  31G  teachers  employed  last  year,  two  were  college  grad- 
uates, forty-one  held  permanent  certificates,  fifty-nine  held  profes- 
sional certificates,  147  were  Normal  school  graduates,  and  sixteen 
had  received  one  or  two  years  training  in  Normal  schools.  Only 
sixty-nine  held  provisional  certificates  and  a  majority  of  these  have 
had  some  training  in  academies  and  high  schools. 

This  improvement  should  continue.  The  doctrine  should  be  es- 
tablished in  every  district  that  the  schools  are  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children,  and  not  to  provide  positions  for  the  young  ladies  living  in 
the  district,  unless  they  are  best  qualified  to  fill  those  positions. 
Teachers  should  be  selected  on  the  ground  of  merit  alone. 

New  Buildings. 

Only  four  new  buildings  were  erected  last  year.  Covington  built 
an  excellent  one-room  house.  Archbald  added  a  room  to  one  build- 
ing, Taylor  and  South  Abington  each  erected  a  two-room  building. 
All  are  frame  buildings  and  the  rooms  are  of  good  size  and  well 
iighted.  They  are  furnished  with  slate  blackboards  and  modern 
desks. 

The  County  Institute. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute- was  held  in  the  court  house  in 
Scranton  during  the  last  week  in  October.  We  enrolled  350  teachers 
and  our  attendance  was  regular. 

The  instructors  were  Hon.  Frank  L.  Jones,  of  Indiana;  Hon.  W. 
W.  Stetson,  of  Maine;  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt,  of  Boston;  Miss  Julia  E. 
Rogers,  of  Cornell  University;  Bev.  Elkanah  Hully,  of  Keystone 
Academy,  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins  of  this  city. 

The  subjects  in  which  instruction  was  given  were  Pedagogy, 
School  Management,  Philosophy  of  History,  Physiology  and  Hy- 
giene, Nature  Study  and  Vocal  Music.  The  work  of  our  instructors 
was  of  a  high  order  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Directors1  Association  was 
held  on  Wednesday  of  institute  week  in  court  room  No.  2.  This  was 
the  largest  meeting  since  the  association  was  formed,  112  directors 
being  enrolled. 

President  James  McAndrew  was  absent  and  Vice  President 
Thomas  Johns   presided.     Miss  Rogers  addressed   the  association 
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on  "Nature  Study."  Hon.  F.  L.  Jones  spoke  on  "Centralization  of 
Country  Schools."  Dr.  Stetson  spoke  on  the  use  of  "Common 
Sense  in  School  Management."  Compulsory  attendance  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  directors,  led  by  William  Repp  of  Old  Forge.  Papers 
on  "Taxation  for  School  Purposes"  were  read  by  F.  M.  Francis,  of 
Dalton,  and  N.  S.  Davis,  of  South  Abington.  Music  and  recitations 
completed  the  programme. 

Officers  elected  for  next  year  are  as  follows:  William  H.  Priest, 
of  Blakely;  Vice  Presidents,  Anthony  Schultheir,  of  Ransom,  and 
Joseph  S.  Hornbaker,  of  Madison;  Secretary,  James  F.  Foley,  of 
Old  Forge;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Quinn,  of  Carbondale  township. 

These  officers  were  also  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Association 
of  School  Directors.  A  delegation,  consisting  of  William  H.  Priest, 
Joseph  S.  Hornbaker,  William  Repp  and  J.  C.  Taylor  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Association  held  at  Harrisburg  in  February. 

Directors'  Association  Law. 

If  the  writer  has  rendered  any  importaDt  service  to  the  cause  of 
public  education  it  was  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  directors'  as- 
sociation law  and  in  the  efforts  made  to  secure  its  passage  in  the 
Legislature.  This  act  was  written  during  the  winter  of  1901.  It 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  that  year  and  passed  the  House, 
but  failed  in  the  Senate.  A  second  attempt  made  in  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  was  more  successful,  and  the  bill  became  a  law. 

Although  injured  in  an  important  particular  by  amendment,  the 
act  still  contains  the  essential  features,  and  provides  the  machinery 
to  do  effective  work  for  education  in  a  line  hitherto  much  neglected. 

This  law  legalizes  county  associations  of  school  directors,  au- 
thorizes an  appropriation  from  the  county  to  pay  necessary  expenses 
for  lecturers,  printing,  etc.,  and  also  provides  for  the  payment  of 
mileage  for  directors  who  attend  the  annual  meetings. 

Under  the  law  these  annual  meetings  cannot  be  held  during  the 
week  of  the  teachers'  institute.  This  will  be  a  decided  gain  to  the 
directors'  association  for  at  least  three  reasons:  First,  the  meet- 
ings may  be  held  at  such  time  of  the  year  as  will  be  most  convenient 
for  a  majority  of  directors,  thus  securing  a  large  attendance;  second, 
this  annual  meeting  of  school  directors  will  no  longer  be  overshad- 
owed and  made  to  appear  unimportant  by  comparison  with  the 
teachers'  institute,  but  will  take  its  proper  position  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  public  and  of  the  school  directors  themselves  as  the  most 
important  educational  meeting  of  the  year;  third,  the  appropriation 
from  the  county  will  enable  the  officers  of  the  directors'  association 
to  secure  competent  speakers  and  to  prepare  a  programme  especially 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  school  directors,  embracing  the  leading 
topic*  of  the  gchool  administration. 
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As  school  directors  have,  under  the  law,  almost  unlimited  au- 
thority, and  as  all  reforms,  improvements  and  advances  must  be 
sanctioned  by  them  before  they  can  become  effective,  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  believe  that  these  annual  meetings  of  directors'  as- 
sociations may  be  productive  of  educational  progress  as  the  teachers' 
institutes  have  been. 


Local  Meetings. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  the  districts  of 
Moosic,  Old  Forge,  Newton,  South  Abington,  Benton,  Covington, 
Taylor,  Madison,  Blakely,  Lackawanna,  Fell,  Elmhurst  and  V^and- 
ling.  Most  of  these  meetings  were  well  attended  and  stimulated  in- 
terest in  the  schools. 

In  addition  to  these  meetings  there  were  several  farmers'  insti- 
tutes held,  in  which  one  session  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  educa- 
tion. Excellent  addresses  were  given  on  the  "Consolidation  of 
Country  Schools  and  Township  High  Schools."  Farmers'  institutes 
are  doing  much-needed  work  in  arousing  the  farmers  to  appreciate 
the  changed  conditions  of  modern  times,  and  to  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing their  sons  and  daughters  a  better  education  to  meet  those  con- 
ditions. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  demand  for  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  the  schools  of  the 
county  became  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  A  meeting  of  principal 
teachers  was  called  in  May  and  a  course  of  study  was  outlined.  This 
course  will  be  introduced  into  the  schools  in  September,  1903.  It 
includes  an  outline  in  common  branches,  a  high  school  course  of  two 
years,  and  also  Dr.  Schaeffer's  course  for  township  high  schools. 

Compulsory  Attendance. 

While  most  of  our  school  boards  have  made  efforts  to  enforce  the 
attendance  law.  there  are  still  many  children  out  of  school.  At  the 
time  of  the  great  coal  strike  last  year  lists  were  made  by  the  prin- 
cipals in  mining  districts  in  this  county,  showing  that  more  than 
two  thousand  boys  of  school  age  (between  six  and  sixteen  years)  are 
employed  about  mines  and  breakers.  If  to  this  number  we  add  the 
girls  employed  in  silk  mills,  stores  and  factories,  it  will  give  a  total 
of  over  three  thousand  boys  and  girls  who  are  growing  up  without 
even  a  common  school  education.  Some  of  these  boys  and  girls  at- 
tend night  schools  two  or  three  months  during  the  year,  but  few  of 
them  get  beyond  the  work  of  the  primary  school. 
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That  so  many  children  (nearly  20  per  cent,  of  the  school  population) 
are  growing  up  in  ignorance  is  a  sad  fact;  but  that  it  is  a  fact  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  The  lists  prepared  for  the  strike  commission  gave 
the  names  and  ages  of  children,  names  and  addresses  of  parents, 
and  also  names  of  coal  companies  and  mill  and  factory  owners  em- 
ploying these  children.  No  one  attempted  to  deny  the  facts.  Both 
miners  and  mine  owners  admitted  the  truth.  A  similar  condition 
was  shown  to  exist  in  other  parts  of  the  anthracite  region.  If  the 
cities  of  Carbondale  and  Scranton,  and  the  borough  of  Dunmore  are 
included,  there  are  least  six  thousand  children  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  Lackawanna  county  who  do  not  receive  the  equivalent  of  twro 
months'  schooling  a  year  and  many  of  them  get  none. 

These  facts  were  admitted  by  both  miners  and  operators,  but 
when  the  question  of  fixing  the  responsibility  arose,  there  wras  a 
difference  of  opinion.  The  miners'  union,  through  their  attorneys, 
tried  to  prove  that  the  very  small  income  of  the  miner  practically 
forced  him  to  send  his  children  into  the  mines,  mills  and  breakers  to 
earn  a  living  when  they  should  be  in  school.  This  w7as  one  of  their 
grievances.  The  attorneys  of  the  coal  companies  disclaimed  all  re- 
sponsibility and  tried  to  show  1hat  children  were  given  work  only 
when  affidavits,  were  presented  by  the  parents  showing  them  to  be 
above  school  age. 

But  whatever  the  explanation  may  be,  and  wherever  the  respon- 
sibility may  rest,  the  fact  remains  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
children  who  are  growing  up  with  little  or  no  education.  This  fact 
should  set  serious  people  to  thinking.  We  often  regret  that  we 
have  so  many  foreign  born  citizens  who  cannot  read  or  write  our 
language  and  who  know  little  of  our  institutions,  but  we  are  allow- 
ing children  of  American  birth  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  without 
the  discipline  necessary  to  good  citizenship.  Out  of  such  material 
mobs  are  made  and  we  are  preparing  the  way  for  mob  government. 

New  Superintendents. 

Three  of  our  districts,  Archbald,  Olyphant  and  Taylor,  having 
reached  the  required  population,  have  elected  borough  superin- 
tendents. Archbald  elected  W.  A.  Kelly;  Olyphant  elected  M.  W. 
Cummings,  and  Taylor  elected  M.  J.  Loyd.  Superintendents  Kelly 
and  Lloyd  are  both  graduates  of  Mansfield  Normal  School,  and  have 
had  successful  experience  as  supervising  principals  in  Archbald  and 
Dickson  City.  Superintendent  Cummings  is  one  of  the  best  school 
men  in  the  county  and  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Olyphant  schools 
for  ten  years  or  more.  All  of  these  men  are  competent  school  men, 
and  wTith  closer  supervision  in  these  boroughs,  wre  may  look  for 
increased  effioienrv  in  their  schools. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


There  was  probably  a  sharper  competition  among  applicants  for 
schools  at  the  opening  of  the  year  than  at  any  previous  time  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  The  very  large  influx  of  Normal  graduates 
last  year,  brought  about  by  the  change  in  the  course  of  graduation 
of  those  schools,  the  exceptionally  large  number  of  old  teachers  who 
preferred  to  retain  their  schools,  and  the  quota  of  new  teachers, 
rather  larger  than  heretofore,  made  the  struggle  for  the  compara- 
tively few  vacancies  a  congested  and  strenuous  affair. 

When  the  mimic  war  was  over  not  far  from  one  hundred  available 
applicants  were  left  without  place  or  prospect  of  securing  an  ap- 
pointment. Shortly  after  the  teachers  were  selected  it  began  to 
appear  that  the  places  which  were  so  anxiously  sought  after  and 
canvassed  for  at  first  did  not  prove  satisfactory  later  when  other 
fields  offered  more  lucrative  lines  of  employment.  Resignations 
began  to  occur  in  the  different  districts  within  a  few  days  after 
the  appointments  were  made,  and  continued  more  or  less  regularly 
throughout  the  term  down  to  practically  the  close  of  it. 

The  vacancies  created  in  this  manner  were  sufficient  to  absorb  the 
large  surplus  of  the  early  summer  and  even  put  the  school  authori- 
ties on  the  hunt  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  term  for  suitable  material. 
The  intense  struggle  for  place  when  the  school  year  opened  and  the 
subsequent  continuous  stream  of  resignations  throughout  the  term 
are  worthy  of  mention  because  they  were  circumstances  peculiar  to 
the  year. 

They  are  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  anything  unusual  in  the  con- 
duct or  character  of  the  schools,  or  by  any  change  in  the  attitude 
of  the  community  or  by  reason  of  any  doubtful  or  uncertain  note 
in  school  sentiment,  but  solely  upon  the  ground  that  employment 
elsewhere  was  made  more  attractive,  more  remunerative  or  more 
permanent  of  tenure.  The  change  naturally  occasioned  a  break  in 
the  work  of  the  individual  schools  thus  affected,  but  the  trend  of 
the  schools  as  a  whole  was  not  as  seriously  disturbed  as  one  might 
be  led  to  imagine.  At  least  one-half  of  the  vacancies  occurred  be- 
fore the  schools  opened.  However  it  must  be  regarded  as  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance,  and  one  of  it  is  hoped  that  will  not  repeat 
itself  in  so  drastic  a  style  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  year  was  also  marked  by  greater  activity  in  the  rural  high 
school  problem.  Three  of  these  schools  were  open  last  fall,  located 
respectively  in  East  Donegal,  Fulton  and  East  Earl  township.  The 
county  now  has  four  rural  high  schools  in  operation,  the  first  having 
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been  established  in  Bart  township  one  year  ago.  The  four  schools 
are  all  liberally  patronized  by  their  respective  districts  and  will  send 
out  fairly  large  graduating  classes  next  year.  Several  townships 
are  discussing  the  advisability  of  organizing  rural  high  schools  to 
open  next  fall  and  from  present  indications  it  is  very  likely  the  nec- 
essary steps  will  be  taken  to  establish  them. 

The  other  school  features  of  the  year  were  such  as  are  incidental 
to  schools  that  are  in  process  of  growth  and  development.  The  few 
changes  made  were  progressively  directed  towards  bettering  the 
material  equipment  and  other  conditions  of  the  schools  with  a  view 
of  bringing  them  into  more  delicate  adjustment  with  the  growing 
needs  of  modern  life. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— R.  G.  Allen. 


During  the  year  just  closed  our  schools  have  been  fairly  success- 
ful. Our  pupils  are  interested  in  education,  directors  have  been 
careful  as  a  rule  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  teachers  have 
striven  to  do  honest  and  conscientious  work. 

It  is  true  that  we  still  have  a  small  number  of  that  class  of 
teachers  known  as  "time  servers,"  but  they  are  few.  We  hope  to 
eliminate  them  entirely  from  our  teaching  force.  God  never  in- 
tended a  drone  to  preside  over  a  hive  of  live  American  children,  and 
directors  ought  to  exercise  great  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
regardless  of  existing  sympathies  arising  from  family  relationship. 

In  the  year  1902,  two  new  school  buildings  were  erected  in  the 
county,  one  in  Plain  Grove  district  was  erected  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  miners'  children  at  Shaft  No.  1  of  the  Sharon  Coal  Company's 
Works.  It  is  a  very  comfortable  one-room  building,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  about  fifty,  well  heated  and  ventilated,  and  when  I 
visited  this  room  in  February,  there  were  thirty-two  pupils  en- 
rolled, all  of  whom  were  present. 

Ellwood  City  has  now  three  excellent  school  houses,  the  third 
having  been  built  within  the  past  year.  It  is  a  fine  two-story  brick 
and  stone  structure,  containing  twelve  rooms  and  costing  about  $30,- 
000.  This  building  has  a  gravity  system  of  heating  and  ventilation, 
has  splendid  sanitation,  and  is  in  every  way  suitable  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  present  age.  The  taxpayers  and  citizens  of  this  bor- 
ough may  well  be  proud  of  this  large  and  modern  building. 
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Through  the  co-operation  of  the  board  of  control  and  the  principal, 
assisted  by  a  splendid  corps  of  teachers,  Ellwood  City  has  a  system 
of  education  second  to  none  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  A  large  aud 
commodious  building  will  materially  assist  in  the  classification  of 
a  large  aud  growing  populatiou,  and  will  make  possible,  even  better 
results  iu  the  future,  than  have  been  attained  in  the  past. 

In  many  districts  graded  schools  have  been  established.  A  high 
school  exists  in  each  of  the  following  districts:  Ellwood  City,  Mt. 
Jackson,  Enon  Valley,  Pulaski,  East  Prook  and  Kose  Point.  These 
high  schools  have  been  well  attended  in  the  past  and  patrons  are 
coming  to  see  that  a  large  amount  of  good  is  accomplished  in  a  well 
regulated  school  of  this  character.  Young  men  and  women  unable 
to  go  away  to  college  find  in  the  high  school  the  foundation  for  an 
education  otherwise  unattainable.  In  those  localities  where  high 
schools  have  been  established  longest  they  are  best  appreciated 
and  have  most  friends. 

During  the  year  many  buildings  have  been  painted  and  papered, 
new  furniture  supplied,  books  have  been  added  to  libraries,  grounds 
have  been  beautified,  and  buildings  and  grounds  generally  made 
more  homelike  and  attractive,  all  of  which  has  an  aesthetic  value 
which  will  be  appreciated  in  due  time. 

In  a  number  of  districts  the  school  term  has  been  lengthened, 
salaries  have  been  raised,  and  experienced  and  capable  teachers  em- 
ployed. Union,  Mahoning  and  Wampum  districts  have  each  eight 
months,  while  Ellwood  City  has  a  nine  months  term,  the  tendency 
throughout  the  county  being  toward  better  wages  for  teachers,  a 
longer  term  of  school  and  better  facilities  for  good  work. 

1  am  glad  to  note  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  to  make 
a  study  of  children  just  as  they  are,  and  I  ascribe  much  of  this  feel- 
ing and  interest  to  the  good  work  done  along  this  line  in  the  Normal 
schools  and  colleges. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  county  in  the  way  of  nature 
study  in  our  county  and  in  local  teachers'  institutes.  J  hope  to  em- 
phasize this  branch  of  the  work  more  than  ever  before  during  the 
coming  year. 

Compulsory  attendance  has  been  generally  enforced,  there  is  a 
large  and  growing  foreign  population  in  this  county,  the  children 
of  this  element  having  little  or  no  home  training  are  not  disposed 
t:)  ;ii  tend  the  public  school  regularly,  but  where  attendance  has  been 
regular  the  pro  ress  of  these  pupils  has  ben  very  marked.  Italian 
children  <>*'  whom  we  have  manj,  show  great  ijuickness  in  learn 
!■,.  rli  iJt.guag'  find  iu  adaptini  themselves  to  the  ways  of  our 
people. 
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The  Lawrence  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  court 
house  at  New  Castle,  during  the  week  of  October  12,  and  was  very 
largely  attended  both  by  teachers  and  those  interested  in  educa- 
tional subjects.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fourteen  teachers  in  the 
county  and  New  Castle  city  schools  there  were  three  hundred  and 
ten  present,  those  absent  being  unavoidably  detained  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  by  sickness.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Francis 
Davis,  University  of  Indiana;  Dr.  Buchner,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Dr. 
Moore  and  Kev.  Wilfley,  of  New  Castle.  Prof.  W.  H.  Young,  of  the 
New  Castle  city  schools  instructed  in  music,  and  Miss  Anna  Ger- 
trude Clark  was  soloist.  The  evening  entertainments  were  by 
Thos.  Dixon,  Jr.,  Win.  Hawley  Smith,  and  the  Imperial  Bell  Ringers. 
The  work  done  at  this  institute  was  unquestionably  good,  the  pur- 
pose being  to  inspire,  to  help,  to  educate,  not  to  amuse  alone. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  people  for  their  kindness,  the 
teachers  for  their  help  in  making  the  work  uniform,  and  especially 
the  press  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  and  for  the  many  ex- 
tended reports  of  educational  work. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


We  have  completed  another  prosperous  school  year.  Perhaps 
during  no  other  year  of  my  administration  have  the  schools  made 
greater  and  more  substantial  progress.  This  prosperity  is  due  at 
least  in  a  very  large  measure  to  a  unification  of  the  various  factors 
which  comprise  the  school  machinery,  the  patrons,  the  pupils,  the 
directors,  the  teachers  and  the  superintendent.  When  the  greatest 
amount  of  harmony  prevails  among  these  factors,  so  that  every 
effort  put  forth  by  all  of  them  points  in  the  direction  of  the  best 
possible  schools,  success  is  ensured,  while  on  the  contrary  no  good 
school  can  be  found,  when  these  different  factors  work  in  discord. 
Many  a  faithful  director  or  teacher  utterly  failed  to  make  a  school 
the  institution  it  was  intended  to  be,  simply  because  of  a  lack  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  these  factors. 

School  authorities  should  always  be  mindful  of  the  fact  that  there 
usually  is  a  maximum  amount  of  this  co-operation  when  excep- 
tionally strong  teachers  are  emplo}Ted  and  that  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  there  is  a  minimum  amount  of  it  when  poor  teachers  are 
employed.     Hence  the  wisdom  and  the  economy  of  procuring  the 
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strongest  teachers  available.  It  should  always  be  remembered  that 
the  superior  factor  of  the  entire  school  machinery  is  the  teacher.  If 
"On  earth  there  is  nothing  great  but  man.  In  man  there  is  noth- 
ing great  but  mind,"  how  transcendently  great  is  the  work  of  the 
teacher!  The  training  and  developing  of  an  immortal  being!  The 
teacher  must  have  a  lofty  ideal  of  his  work.  He  must  recognize 
human  destiny,  human  worth  and  human  perfection  in  order  that  he 
may  fully  develop  the  angel-like  powers  with  which  God  has  en- 
dowed mankind.  The  duties  of  the  mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  doctor, 
the  lawyer,  the  merchant  are  all  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  so- 
ciety, but  all  these  duties  relate  iu  practice  to  what  is  perishable, 
while  teaching  in  its  practice  sheds  its  influence  beyond  the  confines 
of  this  life.  The  teacher,  in  my  opinion  has  a  perfect  right  to  make 
both  his  comfort  and  his  pecuniary  interests  his  object.  Certainly 
alter  he  is  employed  every  thing  must  subordinate  itself  to  the  great 
object  of  doing  good  to  his  pupils,  and  through  them  to  the  cause  of 
humanity.  During  the  last  year  we  have  lost  some  of  our  ablest 
teachers.  The  teacher,  like  all  other  human  beings  is  attracted  by 
the  "almighty  dollar,"'  and  no  one  should  criticise  him  for  this 
tendency.  Therefore  some  have  gone  to  localities  in  which  the 
teacher  is  more  liberally  rewarded  for  his  labor;  others  have  left 
the  ranks  of  the  teaching  force  and  have  entered  vocations  in  which 
the  opportunity  for  earning  money  is  many  times  greater  than  in  the 
profession  of  teaching. 

This  is  an  age  noted  for  material  prosperity.  Everybody  is  eager 
to  earn  money  and  to  earn  as  much  as  possible.  School  authorities 
must  recognize  this  fact  and  must  remunerate  the  teacher  for  his 
services  as  well  as  he  would  be  compensated  in  other  lines  of  work. 
At  a  time  when  the  industrial  world  offers  so  many  advantages  to 
earn  high  wages  the  teaching  profession  is  drained  of  many  of  its 
most  promising  teachers,  unless  it  oilers  equal  advantages.  It  is 
self  evident  that  we  cannot  allow  this  drainage  without  suffering 
a  serious  loss.  It,  therefore,  becomes  the  plain  duty  of  every  com- 
munity to  remunerate  its  good  teachers  so  amply,  that  there  is  no 
temptation  for  this  class  of  teachers  to  seek  employment  elsewhere. 
During  the  last  twenty-six  years  I  have  been  engaged  in  public 
school  work  in  Lebanon  county.  If  during  this  period  of  time  the 
teaching  profession  could  have  retained  all  its  good  teachers  (scores 
of  whom  I  might  name)  who  left  the  school  room  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  seek  more  remunerative  employment,  the  corps  of  teachers 
in  our  public  schools  would  comprise  to-day  none  but  eminently  suc- 
cessful teachers,  and  failures  so  far  as  they  are  directly  attributable 
to  the  teacher,  would  be  unheard  of. 

In  many  of  our  districts  teachers  are  paid  good  salaries,  but  upon 
the  whole  too  many  teachers  are  paid  poor  salaries.     The  latter  class 
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belong  chiefly  to  the  grade  of  teachers  holding  the  provisional  cer- 
tificate. The  directors  not  infrequently  contend  that  these  teachers 
do  not  earn  more  than  they  receive.  If  that  be  true  they  should 
not  be  employed.  Better  salaries  should  be  paid  and  higher  qualifi- 
cations should  be  demanded.  Since  tuition  is  free  in  all  our  State 
Normal  schools,  none  but  those  who  are  professionally  qualified 
should  be  employed. 

I  gave  special  attention  to  the  attendance  of  our  pupils  and  from 
an  actual  knowledge  of  the  facts,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law  should  be  more  rigidly  enforced  in  almost 
every  community.  There  is  a  shameful  waste  of  precious  child-life, 
of  the  best  teaching  energy  and  of  public  money  caused  by  neglect- 
ful attendance,  and  it  certainly  should  not  be  tolerated.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  time  is  one  of  the  essential  factors  in  the  education  of 
a  child.  It  is  often  erroneously  believed  by  parents  that  when  a 
pupil  is  absent  from  school  the  only  loss  suffered  is  that  of  the 
knowledge  which  attendance  at  school  would  have  given  the  pupil, 
and  that  can  be  gained  at  some  other  time.  But  in  my  opinion,  this 
loss  is  comparatively  slight,  and  the  loss  of  interest  in  school  work, 
in  study  and  in  reading,  besides  the  want  of  forming,  in  early  life, 
the  habit  of  regularly  attending  to  certain  duties,  becomes  the 
serious  loss  to  the  irregular  pupil. 

Of  the  two  hundred  twenty-six  (226)  schools  under  my  supervision, 
the  teachers  of  one  hundred  eighty-two  (182)  of  them  gave  me  a  full 
report  of  their  attendance.  We  find  in  these  one  hundred  eighty- 
two  (182)  schools  a  total  enrollment  of  six  thousand  twenty-one 
(6,021)  pupils.  Of  these  five  hundred  forty-eight  (518)  attended  every 
day.  This  is  a  little  over  nine  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  and 
is  a  commendable  record.  One  thousand  eighty  hundred  forty-four 
(1,814)  have  been  under  eight  years  of  age,  for  whose  attendance  I 
cannot  strictly  account,  but  from  a  casual  observation  I  know  it 
has  been  very  regular.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  ninety-three 
(2993),  whose  ages  range  between  eight  and  sixteen  years,  attended 
over  seventy  per  cent,  of  their  respective  terms,  and  one  thousand 
one  hundred  eighty-four  (1,184),  whose  ages  also  range  between  eight 
and  sixteen  years,  attended  less  than  seventy  per  cent,  of  their 
respective  terms.  While  upon  the  whole  this  is  a  fair  showing 
many  children  do  not  get  what  the  school  under  more  favorable 
conditions  would  give  them. 

Our  county  institute,  the  leading  educational  event  of  the  year, 
was  in  every  particular  a  grand  success.  Instead  of  holding  the  in- 
stitute in  the  court  house  in  which  it  was  held  for  many  years,  all 
the  sessions  were  held  in  Fisher's  Academy  of  Music  in  which  there 
was  ample  room  for  the  accommodation  of  all.  The  instructors 
were  Drs.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  A.  J.  Kinneman  and  Profs.  Henry  Wil- 


No.  5.  LEHIGH  COUNTY.  113 

Hants  and  Geo.  P.  Bible.  The  Misses  Taylor,  of  New  Brunswick,  D. 
of  C,  furnished  delightful  entertainment  during  the  entire  week. 
Only  one  evening  was  taken  up  by  the  institute  when  the  Earnest 
Gamble  Kecital  Company  gave  an  excellent  entertainment.  All  the 
teachers  excepting  three,  who  were  unavoidably  absent,  were  en- 
rolled. Two  successful  conventions  of  the  Directors'  Association 
were  held  during  the  year.  The  first  was  held  during  the  week  of 
the  county  institute.  Instructive  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr. 
A.  J.  Kinneman,  Prof.  Henry  G.  Williams  and  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible. 
The  second  was  held  during  the  month  of  April.  A  highly  interest- 
ing report  of  the  State  Directors'  Association  was  given  by  Prof. 
H.  Clay  Deaner,  director  of  South  Annville  district  and  by  B.  W. 
Beckley,  director  of  Swatara  district,  both  delegates  to  the  asso- 
ciation. An  excellent  discussion  of  "The  Directors  Duties''  was 
given  by  Ira  M.  Butter,  a  member  of  the  Lebanon  Board  of  Con- 
trollers. The  county  superintendent  discussed  the  subject,  "Sala- 
ries of  Teachers.''  The  teachers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  continue 
to  do  faithful  work  in  connection  with  local  institutes,  reading 
circles  and  teachers'  monthly  meetings. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their 
hearty  co-operation,  the  public  press  for  its  kind  words  of  encourage- 
ment, the  children  for  their  genuine  friendship,  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kind  words  of  counsel  and  official 
favors. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Akin  Bupp. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Depart- 
ment a  healthy  condition  of  affairs  in  the  schools  of  Lehigh  county. 
We  have  had  no  startling  changes  or  sudden  innovations  during 
the  last  school  year,  but  the  progress  of  our  schools  has  been  sure 
and  steady.  Altogether  323  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools 
of  the  county,  and  it  is  but  natural  to  expect  that  among  such  a 
large  number  there  should  be  some  that  did  not  measure  up  to  ex- 
pectations, fortunately,  however,  this  number  was  comparatively 
small.  The  few  failures  which  we  had  may  be  attributed  to  sev- 
eral causes,  among  them  being  lack  of  judgment,  lack  of  energy 
and  lack  of  tact.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  new  teachers  re- 
quired to  fill  the  schools,  it  became  necessary  to  appoint  some  about 
whose  success  as  teachers  we  had  some  apprehensions  at  the  begin- 
ning. 

8—5—1903. 
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The  total  number  of  new  teachers  employed  last  year  was  sev- 
enty-one, which  was  more  than  twice  the  usual  number.  Several 
reasons  may  be  assigned  for  these  many  changes,  among  them  being 
the  ususual  activity  and  prosperity  in  business,  which  induced  many 
to  seek  more  congenial  occupations;  others  possibly  left  the  profes- 
sion because  of  the  requirement  of  algebra  and  civil  government; 
but  the  main  reason  was  that  the  salaries  paid  for  teaching  are  not 
commensurate  with  what  can  be  earned  in  most  other  vocations. 
When  young  men  can  earn  from  forty-five  to  titty  in  the  quarry  or 
the  factory  where  little  mental  ability  is  required,  it  is  more  thau 
useless  to  expect  them  to  remain  behind  the  teacher's  desk  for  from 
thirty-live  to  forty  dollars  per  month. 

One  special  and  seventeen  regular  examinations  were  held,  at 
which  one  hundred  and  sixty  applicants  were-  examined;  of  these 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  were  granted  provisional  certificates,  one 
professional,  and  the  remaining  forty-six  were  rejected  for  want  of 
proper  qualifications.  The  number  of  applicants  who  presented 
themselves  at  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  was  less 
than  half  what  it  was  ten  years  ago. 

In  making  their  appointments,  directors  should  consider  other 
qalifications  besides  those  enumerated  on  the  certificate  of  the 
applicant.  Scholarship  can  be  noted  on  the  certificate,  but  physical 
vigor,  tact,  judgment,  amiability  and  the  power  of  inspiring  chil- 
dren cannot  be  enumerated,  yet  all  these  are  prominent  character- 
istics of  the  successful  teacher.  The  teacher's  entire  personality 
as  well  as  the  certificate  should  be  carefully  considered  by  the  direc- 
tors when  they  make  their  appointments. 

A  new  two-roomed  building  was  erected  at  Laury's,  in  North 
Whitehall  township.  It  is  a  model  building  in  all  its  appointments, 
and  takes  the  place  of  an  old  frame  building  which  had  outlasted 
its  days  of  usefulness  for  school  purposes.  The  directors  of  the 
township  deserve  much  commendation  for  the  firm  stand  which 
they  took  for  the  establishment  of  graded  schools  at  this  place. 
Many  of  the  old  buildings  of  the  county  were  materially  repaired 
and  improved,  thus  making  them  more  convenient  and  comfortable 
for  school  purposes.  Many  of  the  rural  schools  are  becoming 
smaller  and  smaller  each  succeeding  year,  while  the  town  and  bor- 
ough schools  are  rapidly  increasing.  I  believe  that  the  time  has 
fully  come  when  the  directors  should  avail  themselves  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  act  of  1897  and  consolidate  some  of  the  smaller  schools. 
After  a  school  has  dwindled  down  to  less  than  a  dozen  pupils,  the 
work  that  is  being  done  is  not  as  efficient  as  in  a  larger  school. 
Both  teacher  and  pupils  are  apt  to  lack  in  enthusiasm,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  school  does  not  make  the  progress  which  it  should 
make. 
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One  township  high  school  was  established  in  Salisbury  township 
under  the  high  school  act  of  1805.  The  success  of  this  school  was 
phenomenal,  and  entirely  exceeded  my  expectations.  A  two-  years' 
course  was  adopted  to  begin  with,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  course 
can  be  extended  in  the  near  future.  From  present  indications  it 
seems  as  if  two  teachers  would  have  to  be  employed  in  order  to 
accommodate  all  the  pupils  who  will  apply  for  admission  at  the 
beginning  of  the  next  term. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  term  ninety -five  pupils  were  recom- 
mended by  the  teachers  and  presented  themselves  for  the  examina- 
tions for  township  graduation,  but  only  sixty-five  of  this  number 
passed  the  examination  successfully  and  were  awarded  diplomas. 
These  examinations  are  of  such  a  nature  that  when  pupils  have  ob- 
tained a  diploma  of  this  kind,  the  general  public  recognizes  the 
fact  that  they  are  proficient  in  the  common  branches,  at  least.  I 
make  it  a  point  to  be  present  at  all  of  these  examinations  and  at- 
tend to  the  grading  of  the  papers.  Later  on  a  commencement  is 
held  in  each  district.  These  examinations  and  commencements 
give  a  great  impetus  to  educational  interests.  It  is  to  these  meet- 
ings that  the  most  prominent  and  influential  people  of  a  district 
gather,  and  addresses  bearing  upon  educational  advancement  are 
always  made. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  13,  and 
was  attended  by  all  but  one  of  the  teachers,  whose  absence  was 
unavoidable.  The  following  were  the  instructors:  Hon.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Drs.  A.  B.  VanOrmer,  C.  0.  Boyer,  G.  M.  Philips,  A.  R. 
Home,  Henry  Houck,  Profs.  A.  0.  Rothermel,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  Geo. 
Howell  and  Supt.  H.  C.  Krebs.  When  such  an  array  of  talent  is 
named  it  is  superfluous  to  add  that  the  instruction  was  of  a  high 
order  and  of  such  a  nature  as  to  leave  a  lasting  impression  upon 
the  school.  Seven  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in 
different  sections  of  the  county. 

A  larger  number  of  books  were  secured  for  the  different  school 
libraries  than  even  before  and  about  a  dozen  new  libraries  were 
started.  Teachers  are  beginning  to  feel  that  a  school  library  is 
one  of  the  essentials  toward  successful  teaching. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  direc- 
tors and  patrons  who  so  kindly  co-operated  with  me  in  my  work; 
to  the  teachers  who  responded  so  faithfully  to  my  requests,  to  the 
Department  for  advice  and  assistance,  and  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
county  for  words  of  encouragement  and  the  many  notices  of  our 
educational.meetings. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


Referring  in  a  general  way  to  the  work  of  the  schools  under 
my  jurisdiction,  permit  me  to  express  a  feeling  of  gratification. 
Our  teachers  with  one  or  two  exceptions  have  co-operated  with  the 
superintendent  and  excellent  results  have  been  accomplished. 
Nearly  all  of  our  cities  and  boroughs,  and  many  of  our  townships 
are  supporting  efficient  high  schools,  whose  graduates  usually  rank 
well  in  the  seminaries,  normal  schools  and  colleges  to  which  they 
go  to  continue  their  studies.  This  condition  of  the  affairs  of  our 
schools  is  very  encouraging  to  teachers,  patrons  and  school  officers. 

Teachers'  Examinations. 

In  the  twenty-one  examinations  held  throughout  the  county,  433 
applicants  presented  themselves.  Of  these  296  received  pro- 
visional certificates  seventeen  received  professional  certificates  and 
120  were  rejected.  In  a  county  with  so  many  excellent  high  schools, 
a  superintendent  may  maintain  a  rigid  standard  and  still  be  ob- 
liged to  license  a  great  many  new  teachers  every  year. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  Nesbitt  theatre,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  during  the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  27,  at  which 
there  were  enrolled  844  teachers.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Henry 
Houck,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Dr. 
Alexander  Forbes  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter.  In  addition  to  these 
Mrs.  Vida  Bowman  Drum  was  engaged  as  vocal  soloist.  Those  in 
attendance  were  almost  unauimous  in  pronouncing  it  an  unusually 
helpful  institute. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  lecture  room  on  Wednesday,  October  21).  The  program 
prepared  by  the  president,  Mr.  Moore,  was  as  follows:  Opening 
remarks  by  the  President,  E.  J.  Moore;  How  the  Directors  Can  Im- 
prove the  Teaching  Profession,  W.  II.  Brewster;  Address.  Dr.  Henry 
Houck;  The  Directors'  Opportunity,  Dr.  Alex.  Forbes.  There  were 
present  about  100  school  directors,  many  of  whom  took  part  in  the 
discussions  which  followed  the  reading  of  the  papers. 
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Visitations. 

There  were  under  my  jurisdiction  during  the  year  701  teachers, 
not  counting  the  special  teachers  of  drawing,  typewriting  and  vocal 
music.  Only  five  of  these  were  not  visited.  Very  few  unfavorable 
things  were  observed  in  these  visitations  which  evidences  skill  and 
earnestness  on  the  part  of  our  teachers. 

Improvements. 

The  following  districts  erected  new  buildings  during  the  year: 
Dallas  township,  Hanover  township,  Nescopeck  borough,  Pittston 
City,  Plains  township,  Plymouth  township,  Wilkes-Barre  township, 
Wright  township.  There  were  two  buildings  destroyed  by  fire  dur- 
ing the  current  year.  One  in  Fairmount  township  and  one  in 
Exeter  township.  These  will  likely  be  replaced  by  new  structures 
before  the  opening  of  the  next  term  of  school. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  extend  my  warmest  thanks  to  all  con- 
nected with  the  State  Department  for  the  kindly  assistance  they 
have  rendered  me  during  the  year,  to  the  local  press  for  publishing 
accounts  of  our  educational  meetings,  to  the  teachers  who  have 
co-operated  with  me  in  my  work,  and  to  the  directors  and  patrons  of 
the  schools  for  their  helpful  encouragement. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  Becht. 


There  have  been  no  radical  changes  in  the  policy  or  plan  of  other 
years  nor  any  unusual  indications  of  improvement.  On  the  whole, 
the  growth  has  been  steadily  upward  and  onward,  and  the  improve- 
ments, if  not  startling,  have  at  least  the  merit  of  being  substantial. 

The  best  evidence  of  advancement  is  found  in  the  esprit  du  corps 
of  the  teaching  force.  This  has  been  singularly  manifested  by  the 
teachers  in  their  daily  work  in  the  school  room  and  in  the  interest 
and  actively  shown  in  our  educational  meetings. 

The  county  institute  had  the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of 
that  organization.  The  work  was  of  a  high  quality,  and  that  it  was 
profitable  was  shown  by  the  increased  interest  that  teachers  took 
in  presenting  the  particular  subjects  descussed  at  the  institute. 


118  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION,.  Off.  Doc. 

Among  those  whose  work  was  specially  helpful  were  Prof.  William 
G.  Ward,  of  Boston;  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
Dr.  J.  H.  Bair,  of  Columbia  University. 

The  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  county  teachers  association  was 
held  at  Jersey  Shore.  The  sessions  were  full  of  interest  and  en- 
thusiam.  The  evening  lecture  on  Kipling  by  Hon.  Emerson  Collins 
was  helpful  and  inspiring.  Prof.  H.  H.  Weber,  who  had  charge  of 
the  local  arrangements  left  nothing  undone  to  make  the  meeting 
the  most  successful  in  the  association's  history. 

The  Teachers'  Exchange  still  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most 
helpful  educational  agencies.  Once  each  month  a  large  body  of  the 
teachers  gather  in  the  exchange  room  in  the  court  house,  at  Wil- 
liamsport,  to  discuss  principles  and  methods  pertaining  to  their 
work.  These  meetings  give  much  needed  help,  particularly  to  the 
younger  teachers. 

The  district  institute  and  local  educational  meetings  did  much 
toward  arousing  public  sentiment  in  behalf  of  the  much  needed 
reforms.  More  than  a  hundred  meetings  of  this  character  were 
held  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 

While  not  coming  strictly  within  the  limits  of  the  school  year, 
yet  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  speak  of  my  retirement  from 
the  superintendency  on  June  15  to  accept  a  position  in  the  State 
Normal  School,  at  West  Chester.  The  ten  years  of  service  as  Su- 
perintendent were  indeed  pleasant  ones.  No  superintendent  could 
have  had  more  cordial  and  loyal  support  than  came  to  me  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  from  the  directors,  teachers, 
pupils  and  patrons  of  the  county.  To  all  these  forces  I  beg  to  ex- 
tend my  heartfelt  thanks.  I  shall  ever  hold  in  grateful  remem- 
brance their  kindly  words,  unvarying  courtesy  and  generous  appre- 
ciation. Prof  G.  B.  Milnor  who  was  appointed  my  successor  is  a 
man  well  fitted  by  education  and  experience  to  carry  on  the  work 
along  newer  lines  into  broader  fields.  I  bespeak  for  him  the  same 
consideration  that  was  given  to  me. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Myers. 


An  enthusiastic  county  institute  was  held  at  Smethport,  Pa., 
October  13  to  17,  1902. 

Our  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Miss  Ida  Strawn,  Dr. 
Samuel  Wier,  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith  and  Prof.  F.  H.  Green. 
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Miss  Louie  Taylor  and  Miss  Berta  Taylor  of  St.  Stephen,  N.  B., 
furnished  the  musical  part  of  the  program. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Davis,  President  of  Alfred  University  and  Prof.  James 
C.  Moore,  Principal  of  East  Tennessee  Industrial  School,  visited 
and  addressed  the  institute. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday — Prof.  F. 
H.  Green,  "Life's  Musical  Scale;"  Tuesday— Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker, 
"Little  Brother  of  the  Air;"  Wednesday— Hon.  Fred.  Ikeler. 
"Agitators;"  Thursday — Ernest  Gamble  Concert  Company. 

Our  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  sessions  of  a  day 
each.  One  at  Mt.  Jewett  and  one  at  Eldred.  The  attendance  was 
good. 

Foster  township  has  taken  the  lead  in  the  establishment  of  two 
township  high  schools. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  the  county. 
Fifty-four  pupils  successfully  passed  the  uniform  county  examina- 
tion and  received  diplomas. 

In  some  places  the  attendance  of  pupils  is  not  enforced  as  it 
should  be. 

In  looking  over  the  1902-03  statistical  reports  from  teachers  to 
county  superintendent  there  are  seventy  schools  reported  having 
an  average  attendance  of  fifteen  or  less.  Thirty-one  of  these  have 
an  average  attendance  of  ten  or  less.  From  these  figures  it  would 
seem  that  some  of  our  school  boards  should  consider  consolidation 
of  schools. 

New  school  houses  were  built  in  the  districts  of  Annin,  Ceres, 
Liberty,  Norwich  and  quite  a  number  of  houses  were  repaired. 

Some  out  houses  were  found  in  very  bad  condition. 

Out  of  two  hundred  fifty-one  teachers  employed  in  this  county 
seventy-five  are  teaching  on  provisional  certificates. 

It  is  a  hopeful  sign  when  school  boards  endeavor  to  employ  only 
professionally  trained  teachers. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  next  Legislature  will  limit  the  num- 
ber of  years  a  person  may  teach  on  a  provisional  certificate. 

As  usual  a  number  of  our  teachers  are  in  attendance  at  some 
summer  school. 

School  boards  should  not  allow  good  teachers  to  go  elsewhere  for 
better  wages.  They  are  worth  at  least  as  much  to  them  as  to  other 
districts. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  year's  work  as  a  whole  we  feel  that  the 
work  of  all  has  been  productive  of  much  good  and  the  outlook  for 
the  coming  year  bright. 

I  thank  teachers,  directors  and  ethers  who  have  assisted  me  in  my 
work. 
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MERCER  COUNTY— J.  S.  FRUIT. 


Preliminary  Work. 

Our  young  teachers  met  in  session  at  the  call  of  your  Superin- 
tendent, at  Mercer  on  the  last  Saturday  of  August,  1902.  Supt. 
Painter,  of  Butler  county,  and  Prof.  Ghering,  of  the  Mercer  public 
schools  were  present  and  ably  assisted  in  the  work  of  instruction. 
Class  work,  preliminary  organization,  school  management,  etc., 
were  the  principle  topics  of  discussion.  About  two  hundred  teach- 
ers were  present. 

Visitations. 

I  commenced  my  visitations  in  September  the  third  week  and 
from  that  time  until  the  middle  of  March  I  spent  more  or  less 
time  in  the  schools.  Quite  a  number  of  directors  were  along  at 
different  times  and  I  visited  in  three  hundred  forty-five  schools, 
omitting  none  in  the  county.  At  nearly  every  school,  I  talked  a 
brief  period  to  the  children  relative  to  various  things  that  go  to 
make  successful  schools. 

Annual  County  Institute. 

Our  annual  county  institute  convened  at  Mercer,  the  second 
week  of  November,  with  about  four  hundred  enrollments.  Prof. 
S.  D.  Fess  and  Prof.  Pearson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  were  the  day  in- 
structors and  gave  entire  satisfaction.  Miss  Gertrude  Clark,  of 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  deserves  special  mention  for  her  excellent  work 
as  soloist.  Dr.  I.  C.  Ketler,  President  of  Grove  City  College  was 
present  on  Monday  afternoon  and  gave  an  able  talk  which  was  well 
received. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  up  to  the  usual  high  order, 
and  every  one  went  home  feeling  highly  benefited,  if  words  of  com- 
mendation were  any  criterion  to  go  by. 

General  Work. 

Your  Superintendent  delivered  fourteen  public  addresses  at  dif- 
ferent points  in  the  county  and  at  these  meetings,  his  aim  was  to 
set  the  highest  ideal,  mental  and  moral,  before  the  patrons  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  county.  We  believe  in  the  inherent  tendency 
in  man  to  go  forward  in  spite  of  the  man  who  is  constantly  speak- 
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ing  of  the  retrograde  of  the  human  race.  Christianity  promises 
nothing  else.  The  public  schools  of  the  State  and  nation  must  suc- 
ceed as  long  as  great  moral  principles  dominate  their  leading  work- 
ers, when  they  do  not,  failure  must  be  written  on  every  school  room 
door  and  the  last  hope  of  a  great  people  succumb  to  the  inevitable 
law  of  destruction  that  an  allwise  Creator  has  decreed  to  what- 
soever plans  of  man  that  fail  to  come  up  to  His  divine  standard. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— S.  L.  Hanawalt. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  report  that  the  public  schools  of  Mifflin 
county  have  been  keeping  pace  in  the  line  of  educational  progress. 
The  sentiment  favoring  better  school  facilities  is  general.  The 
presence  of  directors  and  patrons  in  the  schools  and  educational 
meetings,  the  constant  endeavor  to  improve  and  beautify  school 
property,  and  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  many  school  officials  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  teachers,  are  indications  of  advancement. 

The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  have  manifested  their  interest 
by  their  constant  and  untiring  efforts  and  are  deserving  of  enco- 
mium such  as  I  am  unable  to  give.  Many  teachers  spend  the  vaca- 
tion months  in  further  preparation  and  are  thus  becoming  more  effi- 
cient in  their  work. 

Several  teachers  resigned  their  schools  to  accept  positions  offer- 
ing constant  employment  and  greater  compensation.  It  is  evident 
that  the  salaries  must  be  greatly  increased  in  order  to  prevent  our 
best  teachers  from  entering  other  vocations. 

The  forty-sixth  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the 
court  house  Lewistown,  November  24th  to  28th,  1902.  The  exer- 
cises and  instruction  were  practical.  Those  in  attendance  pro- 
nounced it  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  successful  ever  held  in 
Mifflin  county.  Instruction  was  imparted  by  Drs.  A.  E.  Winship, 
A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Warren  Darst  and  Profs.  F.  H.  Green  and  W.  H. 
P>.  Carney.  Prof.  W.  F.  Kennedy  served  as  chorister  and  Miss 
Grace  Felker  as  pianist.  The  sessions  were  well  sustained  by  the 
friends  of  education. 

The  directors  assembled  on  Wednesday  and  engaged  earnestly 
in  discussing  the  following  topics:  "How  Can  Directors  Improve 
the  Moral  and  Physical  Condition  of  the  Children?"  ''The  Relation 
of  Director  to  Teacher,"  and  "School  Visitation."  Drs.  Darst  and 
Van  Ormer  addressed  the  teachers  and  directors  in  joint  session 
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in  the  afternoon.  The  teachers  entered  heartily  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  several  subjects  assigned  to  them.  Commendation  is 
due  the  teachers  for  their  attentiveness  and  earnest  co-operation 
throughout  the  week. 

The  local  institutes  held  in  the  various  districts  were  well  sus- 
tained by  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  pupils.  These  meetings 
stimulate  the  teachers  and  are  especially  valuable  in  fostering  edu- 
cational sentiment.  We  are  hopefully  anticipating  the  dawn  of 
the  day  when  the  educational  enthusiasm  will  be  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain at  least  one  such  meeting  in  each  district  each  month. 

The  sentiment  in  favor  of  township  high  schools  continues  to 
grow.  The  work  done  in  the  schools  already  established  is  meeting 
with  public  favor. 

Nine  pupils  were  graduated  from  these  schools  as  follows: 
Armagh,  three;  Union,  four,  and  Menuo,  two.  The  graduating 
classes  in  Lewistown  and  McVeytown  numbered  thirteen  and  four 
respectively.     Two  pupils  graduated  from  the  ungraded  schools. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  schools  in  Lewistown  and 
Freedom  Independent  districts  two  new  schools  were  opened  to 
furnish  proper  school  accommodations. 

Arbor  Day  and  Washington's  birthday  were  observed  with  ap- 
propriate exercises  by  many  schools. 

Directors  W.  W.  Trout,  J.  A.  Webb  and  Jas.  Taylor  represented 
Mifflin  county  in  the  State  Directors'  Association. 

A  splendid  school  building  in  Lewistown  is  under  the  process  of 
construction.  When  completed  it  will  be  among  the  best  modern 
school  buildings  in  central  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a  brick  structure  of 
two  stories  and  eight  rooms. 

The  Mifflin  County  School  Bulletin  was  published  for  six  months 
of  the  school  year  and  distributed  to  the  teachers  and  directors. 

With  grateful  appreciation  to  teachers  and  directors  for  their 
numberless  courtesies  and  hearty  co-operation,  to  the  public  press 
of  the  county  for  valuable  service  rendered,  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  assistance  given,  we  respectfully  submit 
our  report. 


MONROE  COUNTY— H.  L.  Walter. 


Very  little  has  taken  place  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  year  to  interrupt  their  progress,  except  poor  attendance 
in  a  few  districts  caused  by  the  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  and 
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measles.  Measured  by  the  standard  of  improvement  in  school  facil- 
ities and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  generally  for  better 
schools,  we  are  pleased  to  note  indications  of  advancement. 

The  teachers'  work  could  be  made  easier  by  a  little  more  en- 
couragement and  support  from  directors.  In  some  cases  they  seem 
to  think  that  their  duty  ceases  after  the  teachers  are  hired.  In  a 
number  of  schools  not  a  single  visitation  by  a  member  of  the 
school  board  is  recorded.  A  teacher  in  order  to  gain  the  highest 
measure  of  success  needs  the  earnest  co-operation  of  directors  and 
parents.  Their  presence  also  has  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the 
schools.  The  children  feel  that  others  are  interested  in  them,  and  as 
a  result  strive  to  do  better  work. 

Since  my  last  report,  there  has  been  a  slight  advance  in  wages 
in  some  of  the  rural  districts  which  has  had  a  correspondingly 
good  effect  upon  the  schools.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  all  of  our  proficient  teachers  will  remain  with  us.  A  good 
teacher  can  do  better  work  if  continued  in  the  same  school  from 
year  to  year  instead  of  being  changed  from  one  school  to  another, 
or  dropped  out  of  the  ranks  to  make  room  for  a  new,  and  often  an 
indifferent  or  inferior  one.  Skilled  teachers  are  enabled  to  lay 
plans  along  lines  that  will  best  meet  the  needs  of  the  individual 
school  and  successfully  carry  them  out;  the  untried  often  undo  work 
that  has  been  well  planned  and  thus  handicap  the  scholars'  success. 
The  effective  teaching  force  is  limited  and  we  are  left  to  gather 
material  to  till  our  schools  from  youth  barely  out  of  the  public 
schools  who  have  spent  too  short  a  time  in  preparation.  An  in- 
ferior teacher  means  a  poor  school,  and  our  children  suffer  in  conse- 
quence. 

Three  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Neat  frame 
houses  were  erected  in  Pocono  and  Polk  districts,  and  a  two-room 
frame  building  was  built  in  Hamilton  district,  at  Sciota,  in  which 
two  teachers  have  been  employed  since  last  November. 

The  forty-third  annual  teachers'  instiute  was  -held  at  Strouds- 
burg,  November  17-21.  It  was  a  profitable  and  inspiring  session. 
All  but  two  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  teachers  were  en- 
rolled, one  being  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  and  the  other  by 
reason  of  sickness  in  the  family.  The  day  sessions  were  largely  at- 
tended and  the  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  liberally 
patronized.  The  following  able  corps  of  instructors  did  excellent 
work:  Dr.  A.  J.  Kinnaman,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp, 
Prof.  L.  M.  Sniff,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  Prof.  H.  C.  Krebs,  Prof.  S.  M. 
Spedon,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green  and  Prof.  B.  T.  Hutchison,  musical 
director.     Following  the  county  institute,  and  during  the  winter, 
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six  local  institutes  were  held.  Four  of  these  meetings  were  well 
attended.  These  gatherings  bring  into  closer  relationship  the 
^chool  and  the  home. 

The  Tobyhanna  High  School  held  graduating  exercises  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  the  first  in  a  number  of  years,  when  a  class  of 
six  received  diplomas.  Three  young  ladies  graduated  from  the 
East  Stroudsburg  High  School.  There  were  thirteen  graduates  in 
the  regular  course  of  the  Stroudsburg  High  School,  besides  five 
graduates  in  the  new  commercial  course. 

The  superintendent  conducted  eleven  public  and  five  special  ex- 
aminations during  the  year.  One  hundred  twenty-four  applicants 
were  examined  and  one  hundred  fifteen  of  these  were  granted  cer- 
tificates. Five  examinations  for  graduation  in  the  courses  adopted 
for  the  county  schools  were  held.  Twelve  pupils  were  examined, 
nine  of  whom  were  awarded  diplomas. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  once,  several  of  them 
twice,  and  some  a  third  time.  The  roads  in  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts are  impassable  at  times  on  account  of  snow  drifts.  Nearly 
all  of  the  visiting  must  be  done  by  driving.  One  hundred  eighty- 
two  visits  were  made  to  all  the  schools.  The  average  length  of 
each  visit  was  one  and  one-fourth  hours. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  to  pupils,  parents,  teachers,  di- 
rectors, the  public  press  of  the  county,  and  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  my  thanks  for  their  kind  and  courteous  treat- 
ment, and  for  advice  and  assistance  in  the  work. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— K.  F.  Hoffecker. 


New  houses  were  built  in  Rockledge,  New  Hanover,  Ambler  and 
additions  to  school  buildings  were  made  in  Souderton,  Pennsburg, 
East  Greenville,  and  Upper  Dublin.  These  districts  are  now  better 
equipped  than  ever  for  school  work.  Rockledge  borough  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  its  fine  new  building  by  fire  in  less  than  six 
months  after  being  occupied.  This  calamity  has  not  dampened  the 
ardor  of  the  directors,  for  a  new  and  more  substantial  building 
will  soon  supplant  the  one  just  destroyed.  West  Conshohocken 
borough  also  had  the  misfortunte  to  lose  its  large  school  building 
by  fire.  It  will  be  rebuilt  and  a  structure  of  larger  proportions, 
containing  greater  and  more  modern  conveniences  will  soon  rise 
Phoenix-like  from  its  ashes. 
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Thirteen  new  libraries,  with  an  increase  of  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty-one  books  were  added  during  the  year.  There 
are  now  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  school  libraries  containing 
thirty  thousand  books  in  the  schools  of  Montgomery  county. 

There  are  in  the  county  twenty-three  boroughs,  which  contain  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  schools,  or  about  forty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
while  number  in  the  county.  Each  one  of  these  boroughs  has  a  good 
system  of  graded  schools,  and  some  have  excellent  high  schools.  In 
addition  to  these  borough  schools,  there  are  six  township  high 
schools.  These  township  high  schools  represent  a  system  of  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  schools,  or  about  nineteen  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  of  schools  in  the  county.  Four  of  these  schools  are 
under  my  supervision.  The  coming  year  will  add  two  more.  The 
township  high  school  question  is  taking  deep  root  and  before  another 
decade  passes  there  will  be  many  more,  and  the  opportunity  to 
receive  a  higher  education  will  be  granted  to  almost  the  entire 
county.  Every  school  district  has  adopted  a  graded  course  of  study, 
and  with  one  exception  every  district  has  prepared  classes  for  ex- 
amination. The  school  interest  in  the  rural  districts  is  now  uni- 
form and  all  have  in  common  the  same  definite  aim  and  the  same 
end  to  gain.  Four  hundred  and  eighty  pupils  were  presented  by 
the  schools  for  examination.  All  of  these  except  forty-two  passed. 
Two  hundred  and  five  of  those  examined  were  seniors,  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  passed  and  received  a  township  diploma. 
Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  graded  course,  few  except  the  chil- 
dren of  the  wealthy  went  beyond  the  public  schools.  Now  nearly 
all  who  complete  the  graded  course  enter  higher  institutions  of 
learning.  The  course  is  giving  an  impetus  to  higher  education  far 
beyond  what  was  anticipated.  The  adoption  of  this  course,  which 
requires  a  test  examination  at  the  end  of  the  school  term,  has 
pushed  to  the  rear  many  incompetent  and  indolent  teachers  and 
opened  the  way  for  the  recognition  of  efficient  teachers.  It  de- 
mands and  retains  only  those  who  are  capable  of  giving  good  ser- 
vice, and  it  will  .mdoubtedly  elevate  the  teachers'  calling,  and  help  to 
push  it  to  a  front  rank  among  the  professions. 

The  commencement  exercises  which  are  held  in  almost  every  bor- 
ough and  district  draw  large  audiences  and  almost  invariably  the 
topic  of  higher  education  is  discussed  by  some  noted  educator,  so 
that  the  exercises  become  in  a  measure  a  leading  factor  in  educa- 
tion. Local  instiutes  may  be  old-fashioned,  but  they  are  in  demand 
and  are  productive  of  much  good  in  creating  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
schools.  Four  were  held  and  each  drew  large  and  interested  audi- 
ences. The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was 
held  in  Xorristown.  The  best  available  talent  was  secured  and 
the  meeting  was  a  success  in  every  particular. 
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The  Montgomery  County  Directors'  Association  still  stands  on 
a  firm  basis.  Two  meetings  were  held.  From  these  meetings  issue 
a  good  and  strong  school  sentiment.  While  the  educational  pro- 
gress of  the  county  is  fair  and  encouraging,  there  are  some  obstacles, 
which  have  not  yielded  to  strong  and  persistent  efforts.  A  few 
directors  fail  to  realize  that  the  selection  of  a  teacher  is  of  great 
and  vital  importance  to  the  school,  to  the  children  and  even  to  the 
community  and  that  the  utmost  care  and  the  greatest  precaution 
should  be  exercised  in  order  to  select  those  best  fitted.  To  be  gov- 
erned by  personal  feelings  and  to  make  it  an  opportunity  to  reward 
a  friend  or  relative  irrespective  of  experience  or  qualifications  is 
breaking  the  oath  of  office.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  a  few  dis- 
tricts the  directors  fear  they  will  displease  the  people  by  levying  a 
fair  school  tax,  and  thus  depend  too  much  upon  the  State  appro- 
priation. In  these  districts  the  saving  of  a  few  dollars  is  a  matter 
of  graver  consideration  than  the  education  of  the  children. 

The  length  of  the  term  in  twelve  districts  representing  seventy- 
eight  schools  is  not  sufficiently  long  to  allow  pupils  to  complete  the 
full  course  without  undue  haste.  In  the  boroughs,  many  boys  and 
girls  leave  school  as  soon  as  the  law  permits.  In  some  instances  it 
may  be  to  help  a  widowed  mother,  but  in  nearly  all  cases  it  is  to 
purchase  more  luxuries  for  the  home,  and  often  it  is  only  to  give 
finer  wearing  apparel  to  the  family. 

We  need  teachers  who  will  give  the  girls  a  greater  thirst  for  study 
than  love  for  dress,  and  a  stronger  desire  for  the  inner  graces  and 
the  charms  of  the  mind,  than  the  perishable  tissue  which  clothes  and 
adorns  the  body. 

The  recent  school  legislation  regarding  the  minimum  salaries  of 
teachers  is  one  more  progressive  step  and  will  affect  eighteen 
schools. 

The  coming  year  will  show  a  lengthening  of  the  school  term  in  six 
districts  and  a  slight  increase  of  salary  in  twenty-five.  Though  the 
increase  in  each  district  is  small,  it  speaks  of  interest  and  progress. 

I  extend  with  gratitude  my  earnest  thanks  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  help  promptly  and  kindly  given,  to  the  press  for  many  fav- 
orable comments,  to  the  directors  for  their  repeated  kindness,  and 
to  the  teachers  for  their  earnestness  and  enthusiastic  devotion  to 
duty, 
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Buildings. 

The  buildings  throughout  the  county  are  in  a  very  good  condition 
and  we  are  very  much  pleased  to  report  that  in  many  cases  improve- 
ment is  going  to  be  made  this  coming  summer. 

Anthony  township  is  going  to  beautify  their  buildings  with  a  new 
coat  of  paint. 

Valley  township  has  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new  building. 
They  are  consolidating  two  schools  and  making  one  school  of  the 
same,  thereby  hoping  to  increase  the  attendance  and  giving  the 
pupils  better  school  advantages. 

Derry  township  has  one  building  without  suitable  grounds  for 
the  accommodations  of  the  children  in  playing  hours,  we  wish  in 
the  future  there  would  be  an  improvement  in  this  line. 

Mahoning  township  has  one  building  that  is  compelled  to  have  a 
large  portion  of  the  road  as  a  school  ground,  much  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  children  of  the  gravel  bank  school. 

Washingtonville  borough  has  no  school  grounds  at  all,  excepting 
the  grounds  which  the  buildings  occupy  and  this  does  not  afford 
proper  accommodations  for  the  pupils. 

In  the  coming  year  we  would  be  greatly  pleased  to  see  improve- 
ment regarding  the  school  grounds  and  there  are  also  splendid  facili- 
ties to  accommodate  a  graded  school. 

The  other  townships  throughout  have  ample  grounds  and  in  many 
places  they  have  been  beautified  by  planting  shade  trees  and  having 
posts  for  the  benefit  of  patrons  and  friends  of  the  schools.  It  shall 
be  our  aim  to  encourage  the  work  in  this  direction  whenever  pos- 
sible. 

Directors. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  to  report  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  directors  in  the  county  in  all  cases  and  there  is  a  good  healthful 
educational  sentiment  among  them. 

We  had  a  very  large  attendance  of  the  Directors  at  the  county  in- 
stitute, and  we  were  very  glad  our  full  quota  attended  the  State 
Directors'  Association  at  Harrisburg.  I  can  see  growing  ideas 
gotten  at  the  convention,  which  will  soon  ripen  into  fruit. 

We  wish  to  commend  the  way  the  majorities  of  the  boards  have 
taken  hold  of  the  courses  of  study,  and  by  their  support  we  shall 
make  the  course  of  study  accomplish  good  work  for  the  school  chil- 
dren. 
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Teachers. 

The  teachers  are  a  conscientious  corps  of  workers,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four  or  five  whom  we  had,  that  were  not  a  success  in  the 
places  where  they  were  placed,  but  just  a  misfit.  To  these  we  wish 
to  say  look  forward  to  the  time  when  you  can  be  fitted  into  your 
proper  position. 

To  the  teachers  whom  it  may  effect  by  the  raising  of  the  standard 
for  teachers  at  the  coming  examinations,  we  have  this  to  say:  The 
State  next  year  has  fixed  your  salary,  and  our  idea  in  raising  the 
standard  was  this,  that  when  the  fixed  salary  came  we  had  teachers 
who  were  able  to  take  hold  of  S35.  per  month  and  do  that  kind  of 
work. 

Institute. 

During  the  first  week  of  December  we  held  one  of  the  best  insti- 
tutes in  the  history  of  the  county.  Such  men  as  Prof.  Deatrick, 
Supt.  Coughlin,  Supt.  Harnian,  Supt.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Prof.  Aldinger, 
Prof.  Albert,  Ex-Supt.  Johnston,  and  Prof.  Cogswell,  who  had  charge 
of  the  music,  all  go  to  make  up  a  good  institute,  and  the  evening  lec- 
tures and  entertainments  were  the  best  the  country  afforded. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  rendered  us  assistance  in  any  way 
and  also  thank  the  school  board  of  Danville  for  the  use  of  their  ex- 
cellent high  school  building  for  institute  purposes. 

In  general  there  is  a  good  healthful  educational  sentiment;  with 
the  proper  effort  by  all  and  encouragement  we  can  make  Montour's 
schools  stand  well  up  in  the  line  of  Pennsylvania's  excellent  school 
system. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— H.  K.  Bender. 


In  submitting  this,  my  fourth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of 
Northampton  county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  in  many 
districts  the  teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased,  in  some  the 
school  term  has  been  lengthened,  in  four  new  and  better  school 
buildings  have  been  erected,  and  the  number  of  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates  has  been  reduced  from  seventy-five  to  sixty- 
five.  All  these  things  are  evidences  of  sure  and  substantial  edu- 
cational progress. 
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Teachers. 

Most  of  the  teachers  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  something 
more  than  a  mere  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught  is  re- 
quired of  them.  Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  are  subscribers  to  some 
educational  journal  or  magazine.  Many  of  them  have  read  in  addi- 
tion to  this  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp's  History  of  Education  and  Dr.  Winship's 
Great  American  Educators.  I  am  sorry  to  state,  however,  that  we 
have  a  few  would  be  teachers  who  do  not  try  to  improve  themselves 
along  the  line  of  their  profession.  They  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder  and  are  perfectly  willing  to  remain  there  as  long  as  they  can 
get  a  school  and  draw  their  monthly  pay. 

Our  teaching  force  during  the  past  year  consisted  of  three  hun- 
dred six  (30G)  teachers;  two  hundred  two  (202)  of  which  are  males; 
one  hundred  four  (104)  females.  Four  (4)  are  college  graduates;  one 
hundred  forty-two  (142)  normal  graduates.  Sixty-seven  (67)  hold 
permanent  certificates;  twenty-eight  (28)  professional,  and  sixty-five 
(65)  provisional  certificates.  Twenty-two  (22)  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience and  one  hundred  eighty-five  (185)  had  taught  five  (5)  or  more 
terms.     The  average  age  of  the  teachers  is  twenty-eight  years. 


County  Institute. 

The  fortieth  annual  session  of  the  Teacher's  Institute  was  held 
the  week  of  October  20,  in  the  Easton  High  School  Building.  Four 
hundred  sixty-nine  (469)  teachers  were  present,  only  six  (6)  being 
absent.  The  seed  sown  at  this  institute  has  brought  forth  much 
fruit.  The  following  were  the  instructors:  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  Alvin 
Davison,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Dr.  A.  J.  Kinnaman,  Prof.  A.  C. 
Rothermel,  Miss  Laura  Dunbar  Hagerty,  Miss  Louise  M.  Taylor, 
Mrs.  Anna  S.  Boice  Weaver  and  Miss  Cora  E.  Bender. 


Local  Institues. 

We  held  five  local  institutes  at  different  points  of  the  county.  They 
were  attended  by  three  hundred  twenty-five  (325)  teachers,  making 
an  average  attendance  at  each  institute  of  sixty-five  (65).  They 
were  attended,  not  only  by  the  teachers,  but  by  the  directors  and 
patrons  of  the  district  where  they  were  held. 

The  local  institute  has  become  a  very  important  feature  in  our 
public  school  work,  creating  and  keeping  alive  an  interest  in  school 
affairs.  I  find  wherever  educational  meetings  are  successfully  con- 
ducted, a  corresponding  interest  exists  among  the  people. 
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Visits. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  once  and  eighty-four 
(84)  a  second  time.  I  made  most  of  my  second  Yisits  to  the  un- 
graded schools,  for  the  borough  schools  have  a  principal  to  look 
after  them  and  hence  are  not  so  much  in  need  of  outside  supervision. 
In  my  daily  visits,  I  found  that  the  pupil's  thought  power  and  knowl- 
edge were  far  ahead  of  his  ability  to  do  neat  and  well-arranged  work. 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  teachers  to  this  fact  and  requested 
them  to  try  to  improve  the  school  work  as  to  neatness  and  arrange- 
ment. After  I  had  called  the  attention  of  both  teachers  and  pujjils 
to  neat  and  well-arranged  work,  I  found  an  improvement  of  50  per 
cent,  along  this  line  in  a  few  of  the  schools  which  I  visited.  I  found 
most  of  the  schools  in  good  working  order.  Some  few  schools  failed 
for  lack  of  discipline  and  a  few  others  on  account  of  indifference  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher. 

Examinations. 

Twelve  public  and  two  special  examinations  were  held.  One  hun- 
dred ten  (110)  applicants  were  examined.  Seventy-nine  (79)  were 
granted  provisional  certificates;  six  (6),  professional;  and  twenty- 
five  (25)  were  rejected. 

Professional  Reading. 

The  committee  on  professional  reading  recommended  the  follow- 
ing books  and  papers  for  the  year:  "Dr.  Kemp's  History  of  Educa- 
tion," "Dr.  Winship's  Great  American  Educators,"  "Dr.  James'  Talks 
to  Teachers  on  Psychology,"  "Shakespeare's  Julius  Caesar"  and 
"Educational  Foundations.''  The  questions  in  Theory,  History  of 
Education  and  Reading  used  at  the  examinations,  both  by  myself 
and  the  committee  on  permanent  certificates,  were  all  based  on  the 
above  named  reading  matter. 

New  Buildings. 

Four  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  also  an  an- 
nex containing  four  rooms  to  the  Alliance  High  School  Building. 
Two  of  these  new  houses  are  in  Williams  township,  and  replace  old 
structures  which  were  unfit  for  school  purposes.  They  are  built 
of  native  stone.  They  present  a  fine  appearance,  but  not  much  con- 
sideration was  given  to  ventilation  or  sanitation  when  the  plans 
were  drawn.     They  are,  however,  furnished  with  good  new  desks  and 
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with  slate  blackboards.     A  neat  brick  building  of  one  room  was 
erected  in  Lehigh  township.     This  was  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
new  school.     Upper  Mt.  Bethel  also  opened  a  new  school  at  North 
Bangor  and  erected  an  ordinary  frame  house  of  one  room. 


Directors'  Association. 

The  twelfth  annual  session  of  the  Northampton  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  in  the  McCartney  Building,  Easton,  Pa.,  on 
Thursday,  October  23,  1902.  There  were  only  about  25  per  cent,  of 
the  directors  present.  The  following  subjects  were  discussed:  "The 
School  Directors  as  a  Force  in  Civilization,"  by  K.  A.  Stotz,,  Esq., 
of  Easton,  Pa.;  "School  Visitation  by  the  Directors,"  by  Prof. 
Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  Beautifying  School  Houses 
and  School  Grounds,"  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Bawden,  of  Bangor,  Pa. 


In  Memoriam. 

The  grim  monster,  death,  invaded  our  ranks  four  times  during 
the  year.  In  December,  1902,  ex-Superintendent  B.  F.  Basely,  of 
Mt.  Bethel  passed  away.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
this  county  from  1872  to  1881. 

Jacob  A.  Campbell,  of  South  Bethlehem,  passed  away  with  the 
dying  of  the  old  year  (1902).  He  was  the  oldest  teacher  in  active 
service  in  the  county,  having  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Bucks 
and  Northampton  counties  for  forty-one  years. 

On  February  2,  1902,  J.  J.  Weidman  died  at  his  home  in  Kleckners- 
ville.  He  was  identified  with  the  public  schools  of  this  county 
thirty-nine  jears. 

In  September,  Theodore  Kutz,  of  Edelmans  was  called  to  his  long 
home.  He  had  taught  successfully  for  about  twenty  years.  In  the 
death  of  the  above  named  teachers,  the  cause  of  education  in  the 
county  suffered  a  great  loss. 

Conclusion. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  State  Department  for  the  many  favors 
received,  to  the  press  of  our  county  for  the  reports  of  our  educa- 
tional meetings,  to  the  school  directors  for  their  loyal  support  and 
co-operation,  and  to  the  teachers  for  their  many  kindnesses  to  me. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Benj.  Apple. 


The  educational  growth  of  our  county  will  compare  favorably 
with  past  years.  While  no  giant  strides  in  advance  were  taken,  yet 
in  most  respects  the  past  year  was  one  of  progress  in  educational 
matters  in  this  county. 

At  the  teachers'  meetings  held  throughout  the  county  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  schools,  the  importance  of  establishing  libra- 
ries in  the  country  schools  was  strongly  urged.  To  assist  teachers 
in  the  selection  of  books  suitable  for  school  libraries,  I  selected  and 
arranged  a  list  and  sent  a  copy  to  every  teacher.  There  are  at  pres- 
ent in  the  county  twenty-nine  different  school  libraries,  eighteen  of 
which  were  established  in  the  country  districts  last  year,  and  al- 
though some  of  them  contain  only  a  few  volumes,  yet  I  am  con- 
vinced that  these  schools  experienced  a  revival  on  account  of  these 
modest  beginnings,  that  far  surpasses  the  influence  of  some  of  the 
more  pretentious  collections. 

The  time  has  come  for  more  determined  efforts  in  supplying  suit- 
able reading  matter  for  our  young  people.  The  tastes  for  proper 
literature  and  reading  habit  should  be  formed  early,  in  the  home. 
But  alas,  how  universally  this  is  neglected!  Hence,  the  work  must 
be  begun  and  prosecuted  in  the  public  schools.  Reading  a  strong, 
clean  book  is  in  itself  an  education.  Some  pupils  will  select  and  read 
books  of  that  kind  of  their  own  accord,  others  must  be  taught  to  do 
so.  Although  there  is  a  law  on  our  statute  books  empowering  di- 
rectors to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purchase,  improvement  and  maintenance 
of  a  school  library,  I  have  not  learned  of  a  single  district  in  which 
directors  have  taken  advantage  of  it.  The  money  used  to  purchase 
the  books  thus  far  has  been  raised  by  popular  subscription  or  by 
holding  entertainments.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  find  more  teachers 
and  citizens  active  in  getting  libraries  into  the  schools. 

Delaware  and  Zerbe  districts  organized  township  high  schools 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  We  now  have  three  township  high 
schools,  all  doing  creditable  work. 

One  new  district,  Herndon  borough,  Avas  formed  out  of  Jackson 
township.  This  district  contains  four  schools.  A  four-room  build- 
ing is  in  course  of  construction.  Both  the  old  buildings  will  be 
abandoned. 

The  fiftieth  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house, 
Sunbury,  Penna.,  December  15-19, 1902.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  H.  R.  Patten- 
gill,  Lansing,  Mich.;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  Charles 
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T.  MsFarlane,  Brockport,  N.  J.  The  evening  sessions  were  devoted 
to  lectures  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  Hon.  Walter  Chandler,  ex-Gov. 
Bob.  Taylor,  and  an  entertainment  by  Robert  S.  Piggott.  The  ses- 
sions throughout  were  full  of  interest.  The  instructors  were  pleas- 
ing and  their  work  inspiring.  A  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Wednesday  morning,  which  was  well  attended  by 
directors  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  January  and  February.  All  these  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  were  decidedly  suc- 
cessful. Our  local  institutes  have  grown  to  be  great  educational 
forces  in  our  county.  Monthly  institutes  were  established  in  many 
districts  and  in  nearly  all  cases  were  well  maintained. 

Fifty-nine  pupils  were  recommended  by  the  teachers  as  having 
completed  the  county  course.  The  examination  was  held  March 
29,  1903.  Forty  of  the  fifty-nine  applicants  reached  the  required 
standard  and  were  granted  their  diplomas. 

Among  the  209  teachers  employed,  sixty  were  graduates  of  State 
Normal  schools,  five  were  graduates  of  colleges,  while  thirty-six 
held  permanent  and  twenty-seven  professional  certificates. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  gave  fifteen  public  examinations, 
at  which  wre  met  154  applicants.  One  hundred  seven  were  granted 
certificates  and  forty-seven  wrere  refused  licenses  to  teach.  We  try 
to  make  our  examinations  thorough  and  practical.  It  has  been  our 
aim  to  get  the  best  qualified  teachers  for  our  schools  and  in  order  to 
do  this  the  standard  of  certificates  has  been  raised  from  year  to  year. 
The  greatest  hope  we  have  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  schools 
is  by  strengthening  our  teaching  force.  I  am  glad  to  report,  that 
with  few  exceptions,  our  teachers  have  manifested  commendable 
zeal  in  their  work.  We  find  every  year  more  of  them  spending  their 
vacations  in  the  summer  schools.  As  a  result,  better  methods  are 
finding  their  way  into  the  schools  and  our  pupils  are  getting  more 
out  of  their  work  than  before. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  our  schools. 


PERRY  COUNTY— E.  H.  Brvner. 


As  in  agriculture  the  ruling  principle  is  to  adapt  the  seed  to  the 
soil,  so  in  education  the  great  secret  is  to  accommodate  the  lessons 
to  the  dispositions  and  capacities  of  the  pupils.     Education  in  the 
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case  of  the  individual  cannot  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue  but  as 
this  principle  is  recognized  and  respected. 

If  two  young  persons,  the  one  with  a  searching  understanding  but 
dormant  invention,  the  other  with  a  fertile  imagination  but  feeble 
judgment,  are  submitted  to  exactly  the  same  process  of  education, 
it  is  obvious  that  which  ever  plan  be  adopted,  it  will  in  one  case  be 
rather  an  injury  than  a  boon. 

The  elements  of  knowledge  may  be  given  to  two,  to  twenty,  or  to 
fifty  in  a  class,  but  education,  in  the  complete  sense  of  the  term,  that 
education  which  consists  in  forming  right  principles,  just  tastes,  and 
kind  dispositions,  can  only  be  given  by  bringing  the  person  taught 
into  immediate  and  familiar  contact  with  a  teacher  who  has  a 
penetrating  eye  to  seize  the  points  of  natural  character,  and  a  steady 
hand  to  prune  what  is  excessive,  and  to  nurse  and  strengthen  what 
is  feeble. 

These  results  cannot  satisfactorily  be  obtained  with  a  constant 
change  of  teachers,  too  much  in  vogue  in  this  county.  With  a  seven 
months'  term  and  too  large  schools,  as  many  of  them  are,  no  teacher 
is  able  to  take  the  individual  pupil,  learn  his  various  parts,  and  give 
those  parts  the  instruction  they  should  have.  Directors  should  try 
to  become  better  acquainted  with  their  teachers;  hold  on  to  the 
good  teacher,  and  keep  him  in  the  same  school  for  a  term  of  years. 

The  new  law,  making  the  minimum  salary  $35  per  month,  will 
make  the  teacher  better  satisfied  with  his  position,  and  will  enable 
directors  to  retain  those  most  efficient. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that,  save  in  the  boroughs  and  a  few  town- 
ships, the  provisions  of  the  compulsory  education  act  have  been  en- 
tirely ignored.  We  think  both  parents  and  directors  are  at  fault 
in  this.  The  non-attendance  of  children  in  a  few  districts  is  lament- 
ably large.  We  would  advise  that  both  parents  and  directors  work 
in  harmony  and  thus  put  an  end  to  this  sad  state  of  affairs. 

The  several  boards  of  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
prompt  action  and  efficient  service,  in  acting  as  boards  of  health  in 
those  districts  where,  unf ortunately,  their  services  were  required. 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  some  years  for  some  boards  of  di- 
rectors to  meet  monthly,  at  which  time  the  teachers  of  the  district 
are  required  to  appear  before  them  to  give  a  report  of  their  several 
schools.  This  has  proven  very  beneficial  to  both  directors  and  teach- 
ers. We  recommend  that  all  districts  adopt  this  custom  for  their 
mutual  benefit. 

The  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  insti- 
tute, held  the  first  week  of  December.  The  very  best  talent  that 
could  be  secured  was  employed  for  both  day  and  evening  sessions. 

Successful  local  institutes  were  held  at  seven  different  places  in 
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this  count}'.  At  a  few,  in  addition  to  the  usual  program,  day  in- 
structions were  given  and  night  lectures  by  prominent  educators. 

"What  Are  the  Obstacles  Which  Stand  in  the  Way  of  Progress  to 
our  Schools?"  and  "Compulsory  Law,"  "What  are  You  Accomplish- 
ing?" were  the  subjects  discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Directors' 
Association.  The  discussion  of  these  subjects  made  the  meeting  in- 
structive and  helpful. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  to  the  directors  and 
teachers  and  friends  of  education,  as  well  as  to  the  newspapers  of 
the  county  for  their  many  courtesies  to  me  extended. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucien  B.  Westbroolc. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  report  of  school  conditions  in  our  coun- 
ty, I  am  in  no  position  to  compare  the  work  of  the  year  with  that  of 
former  years.  I  may  say,  however,  that  the  work  has  been  satis- 
factory. A  number  of  our  teachers  are  young,  twenty  per  cent, 
having  had  no  previous  experience,  and  forty-four  per  cent,  having 
taught  less  than  five  annual  terms.  But  they  have  been  enthusiastic 
and  energetic  and  have  labored  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

In  consequence  of  the  low  salaries  paid,  and  the  addition  to 
teachers'  licenses  of  algebra  and  civil  government,  many  of  the  more 
experienced  teachers  dropped  out  of  the  ranks.  The  vacancies  thus 
caused  had  to  be  filled  with  the  only  available  material,  the  inex- 
perienced. Some  of  these  showed  marked  ability  and  were  very 
successful,  while  a  few  were  utter  failures.  But  now  that  the  mini- 
mum salary  bill  has  become  a  law,  we  believe  this  difficulty  will  be 
eradicated,  the  experienced  teacher  will  be  retained,  and  the  schools 
will  be  brought  to  a  higher  point  of  efficiency. 

Two  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  in 
Dingman  district  to  take  the  place. of  one  that  had-become  unfit  for 
further  use,  and. one  in  Shohola  district  to  relieve  the  over-crowded 
condition  of  Shohola  school.  We  regret  exceedingly  that  in  the 
latter  case  circumstances  were  such  as  would  not  permit  of  the  grad- 
ing of  the  school. 

During  the  year  fifty  volumes  were  added  to  the  library  of  the 
Westfall  Township  High  School.  Several  other  schools  made  small 
beginnings  in  this  direction  which  we  hope  will  receive  the  encour- 
agement and  support  they  merit. 
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Attempts  were  made  throughout  the  several  districts  to  enforce 
attendance,  but  with  only  partial  success.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact 
that  there  are  in  every  community,  parents  who,  either  through  ig- 
norance or  indifference,  allow  their  children  to  remain  out  of  school 
a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  term,  and  seize  every  opportunity  of 
evading  the  law. 

Believing  that  teachers  possessing  scholarship  are  the  first  requi- 
site of  good  schools,  the  examinations  were  made  as  rigid  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  Ten  public  and  seven  special  examina- 
tions were  held,  at  which  two  applicants  obtained  renewals  of  pro- 
fessional certificates,  forty-nine  received  provisional  certificates,  and 
ten  were  rejected.  The  law  in  reference  to  professional  and  per- 
manent certificates  should  be  changed.  For  these  grades  of  cer- 
tificates higher  qualifications  should  be  required.  The  examina- 
tions should  include  such  of  the  higher  branches  as  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  might  see  fit  to  add.  The  lines  between  the 
three  grades  of  certificates  should  be  more  clearly  defined. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Milford,  October  27-31. 
The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  Edward  F. 
Buchner,  Prof.  B.  M.  McNeal,  and  Prof.  Frank  Kohler.  The  instruc- 
tion given  was  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  teachers,  and  judging  from 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  teachers  who  have  served  longest  in 
the  profession,  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  reporting  it  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  institutes  ever  held  in  the  county. 

A  local  institute  was  held  at  Matamoras,  February  28,  and  despite 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  a  goodly  number  of  teachers  was 
present.  Subjects  of  interest  were  discussed  by  the  teachers,  which 
elicited  proof  that  they  are  earnest,  enthusiastic  and  progressive  in 
their  work.  At  the  close  of  the  institute  a  teachers'  association 
Avas  formed  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  work  of  the  institute  to 
other  districts  of  the  county. 

In  closing  this  report  my  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  en- 
couragement and  advice,  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the  county  for 
their  hearty  support  and  generous  hospitality,  the  teachers  and 
pupils  for  the  interest  manifested  in  the  work,  the  public  press  of 
the  county,  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  toward  mak- 
ing the  year's  work  pleasant,  and  I  trust,  profitable. 


POTTEB  COUNTY— Otis  A.  Kilbourn. 


A  review  of  the  work  of  our  schools  during  the  year  just  closed  is 
very  encouraging.     I  believe  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  school 


No.  5.  POTTER  COUNTY.  137 

year  ending  June  1,  1903  has  been,  everything  considered,  the  most 
satisfactory  in  the  history  of  our  county.  The  annual  school  term 
has  been  longer  than  ever  before,  more  than  half  of  the  districts  in 
the  county  having  had  a  term  exceeding  the  minimum  fixed  by  law. 
Wages  were  increased  in  several  districts  and  in  consequence  a  bet- 
ter grade  of  teachers  was  employed.  The  number  of  normal 
graduate  teachers  was  increased  from  fifty-nine  to  seventy  and  the 
average  grade  of  provisional  certificates  was  higher  than  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  attendance  throughout  the  county  has  been  better 
than  usual.  This  was  owing  in  some  instances  to  a  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  law,  but  in  many  other  cases  it  was  in  re- 
sponse to  the  earnest  efforts  of  teachers  to  make  the  school  the 
pleasantest  and  most  desirable  place  for  the  children. 

The  interest  manifested  in  educational  meetings  throughout  the 
year,  not  only  by  teachers  but  by  parents  as  well,  has  been  most 
gratifying.  The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Coudersport  on 
the  week  beginning  October  6.  In  point  of  numbers  in  attendance 
this  institute  was  a  record  breaker.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  of  our 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  teachers  were  enrolled  and  in  attend- 
ance. Of  the  three  who  did  not  attend,  two  sent  telephone  messages 
on  the  first  day  of  the  institute  stating  that  they  were  detained  by 
sickness.  At  the  outset  we  were  compelled  to  face  a  bitter  disap- 
pointment as  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  who  was  to  have  been  with  us  the 
whole  week,  was  obliged  to  cancel  the  engagement  on  account  of 
sickness.  However,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  both  Dr. 
Houck  and  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible  in  place  of  Dr.  Corson  and  the  in- 
stitute was  a  success  in  every  particular.  The  other  instructors 
were  Dr.  J.  R.  Flickinger,  Prof.  Francis  H.  Green  and  Prof.  O.  H. 
Yetter.  Miss  Lucile  Hinman,  one  of  our  own  teachers,  gave  instruc- 
tion and  exercises  in  Physical  Culture  and  Misses  Louie  M.  and 
Berta  Taylor  furnished  music  at  each  session. 

The  mid-winter  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association  was 
held  at  Ulysses,  January  17.  The  attendance  was  good  in  spite  of 
severe  weather  and  bad  roads,  and  an  interesting  program  Avas  car- 
ried out. 

Fifteen  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  These  were  well  attended  and  I  believe  they 
have  done  more  than  any  other  one  thing  to  promote  a  spirit  of  pro- 
gress on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  parents  and  directors. 

I  visited  all  of  the  schools  in  the  county  once  except  four  which 
were  closed  when  I  was  in  their  vicinity.  Several  of  those  taught 
by  beginners  I  visited  twice  and  a  few  three  times. 
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Thirteen  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  and  one 
hundred  forty-two  provisional  and  twenty  professional  certificates 
were  granted.     Fifty-four  applicants  were  rejected. 

A  course  of  professional  reading  was  adopted  at  the  county  in- 
stitute consisting  of  Sckaeffer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think, 
and  Hinsdale's  Art  of  Study.  This  course  was  pursued  faithfully  by 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the  county.  The  examina- 
tion in  Theory  of  Teaching  was  based  upon  this  reading  course. 

New  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year  in  Eulalia,  Homer 
and  Summit  townships.  Coudersport  borough  completed  the  four- 
room  addition  to  the  primary  building  referred  to  in  my  report  a 
year  ago,  and  now  has  two  as  fine  brick  school  buildings  as  are  to  be 
found  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Several  other  districts  are  prepar- 
ing to  build  new  houses  the  coming  year.  Bingham  township  lost 
one  building  by  fire  last  year  and  already  has  work  well  under  way 
to  replace  it.  The  school  board  of  Portage  township  have  improved 
their  building  at  Costello  by  putting  in  a  furnace  to  burn  gas  for 
heating  the  two  rooms. 

While  the  past  year  has  been  as  I  have  said  unusually  prosperous 
and  has  contained  much  of  brightness,  yet  it  has  not  been  without 
its  sorrows.  This  report  would  not  be  complete  without  a  refer- 
ence to  the  death  of  three  of  our  co-workers — two  directors  and  one 
teacher — which  occurred  during  the  year.  Mr.  George  W.  Fowler, 
of  West  Branch  township,  died  suddenly  on  February  6,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  Mr.  Fowler  had  been  secretary  of  the  West 
Branch  school  board  thirty-four  years.  Mr.  Orson  H.  Crosby,  of 
Homer  township,  who  died  February  28,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years 
had  been  treasurer  of  Homer  school  district  fourteen  years.  Both 
of  these  men  were  not  only  representative  school  directors  but  high- 
ly respected  and  honored  citizens  and  their  loss  is  a  severe  blow  to 
their  respective  communities. 

On  May  12  occurred  the  death  of  one  of  our  most  prominent  high 
school  principals,  Professor  James  S.  Adams,  of  Galeton.  Pro- 
fessor Adams  was  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  school  men  our 
county  has  ever  had.  He  was  finely  educated,  a  man  of  high  ideals 
and  pleasing  personality,  and  above  all  possessed  of  that  in- 
domitable energy  and  perseverance  which  carries  all  before  it.  As 
principal  and  instructor  he  always  put  his  whole  heart  into  the  work 
at  hand.  Unfortunately  he  was  of  that  class  of  men  who  never 
spare  themselves  nor  seem  to  realize  that  there  is  a  limit  to  their 
endurance.  His  duties  at  Galeton  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make 
great  demands  upon  his  strength  and  vitality;  and  when,  near  the 
close  of  an  arduous  and  very  successful  vear's  work,  he  was  stricken 
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with  typhoid-pneumonia,  his  physical  condition  was  such  that  he 
fell  an  easy  victim  to  that  dread  disease.  He  was  thirty-nine  years 
of  age,  a  graduate  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  School  and  Cornell 
University,  and  this  was  his  second,  year  as  principal  of  the ■  Galeton 
schools. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 


Directors'   Association. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Di- 
rectors' Association  of  Schuylkill  county  in  convention  assembled. 
The  convention  was  held  at  Mahanoy  City,  October  15,  1902,  with 
Dr.  E.  F.  Philips  of  Tower  City  presiding. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  M.  J.  ByroD  of  Mahanoy  City  on  The  Ke- 
sponsibility  of  the  School  Directors.  Then  followed  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion on  the  question  of  dead-locks  in  school  boards.  This  sub- 
ject was  finally  referred  to  the  representatives  of  the  State  Di- 
rectors' Association. 

The  next  annual  convention  will  be  held  at  Pottsville.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected:  President,  Mr.  M.  J.  Byron,  Mahanoy 
City;  Vice  President,  Mr.  J.  S.  Williams,  Shenandoah;  Secretary, 
Mr.  W.  P.  Scherer,  Pottsville;  Treasurer,  Geo.  W.  Weiss,  Schuylkill 
Haven. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  to  represent  the  asso- 
ciation at  the  State  Directors'  convention:  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Kennedy, 
Pottsville;  Dr.  E.  F.  Philips,  Tower  City;  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Diefenderfer, 
Orwigsburg;  Mr.  M.  A.  Joyce,  Pottsville,  and  Mr.  Geo.  L.  Hafner, 
Shenandoah.  The  directors  in  attendance  appreciated  both  the 
papers  read  and  the  discussions. 

Houses. 

Five  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year  by 
the  directors  of  the  following  districts:  Butler,  Cass  ,Delano,  Nor- 
wegian and  Bush. 

Butler  built  a  new  two-story  four  room  frame  building,  fifty-one 
by  fifty-four  and  one-half  feet.  It  contains  four  school  rooms  each 
twenty-four  and  three-fourths  by  thirty-four  feet,  ceiling  eleven  feet, 
cloak  rooms  in  connection  with  each  room,  four  and  three-fourths 
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by  eighteen  feet,  one  supply  room,  nine  by  eleven  feet  ,with  shelves 
and  drawers,  one  directors'  room,  nine  by  eleven  feet,  and  two 
vestibules,  each  fourteen  by  sixteen  and  one-half  feet.  Convenient 
and  good-sized  stairways  connect  the  first  and  second  floors.  The 
rooms  are  furnished  with  patent  desks,  fifty  of  which  are  new  single 
patent  desks.  A  new  teachers'  desk  has  also  been  placed  in  one 
room.  The  building  is  supplied  with  176  square  feet  of  slate  sur- 
face, of  which  seventy-six  square  feet  is  new  natural  slate.  Inside 
The  building  is  calcimined.  The  playground  is  ninety  by  150  feet. 
The  building  complete  cost  $6,211.90,  while  it  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  of  improving  and  beautifying  the  grounds  will  be  $1,000. 

Cass  township  at  Primrose  erected  a  new  two-story  frame  building 
containing  four  school-rooms  and  a  basement.  Each  room  is  thirty 
by  thirty  feet,  wainscoted  three  feet  high,  and  has  a  ceiling  twelve 
feet  high.  Height  of  basement  ceiling  is  six  feet.  The  building  is 
heated  by  means  of  a  hot-air  furnace  in  the  basement.  Each  room 
has  a  fine  hall,  cloak-rooms,  book-rooms,  twenty  feet  by  four  and  one- 
half  feet,  with  shelving,  slate  surface,  thirty  by  three  feet,  and 
patent  desks.  All  of  the  furniture  in  the  high  school  is  new  and 
about  one-half  of  that  in  the  grammar  school.  The  entire  cost  of 
the  building  was  $3,900. 

Delano  directors  built  a  frame  addition  to  the  Trenton  school 
house.  This  addition  is  twenty-six  by  thirty-two  feet,  with  a  good- 
sized  vestibule,  wainscoted  to  the  height  of  four  feet,  supplied  with 
100  square  feet  of  new  slate  surface,  and  furnished  with  a  new 
teachers'  desk  and  with  twenty  new  patent  desks. 

Norwegian  put  up  a  frame  (one-story)  building,  thirty-five  by 
thirty-nine  feet,  ceiling  fourteen  feet.  There  are  two  cloak-rooms, 
each  six  by  ten  feet,  and  the  building  is  well  lighted  by  seven  win- 
dows. The  building  is  furnished  with  new  single  patent  desks,  sup- 
plied with  144  square  feet  of  slate  surface,  and  heated  by  a  large 
hot  air  furnace  in  the  cellar.  There  is  also  a  fine  porch  in  front  of 
the  building,  thus  making  it  an  exceptionally  handsome  and  commo- 
dious structure.  The  school  furniture  is  the  very  best.  Added  to 
all  this  fine  equipment  a  school  yard  of  an  acre  or  more  surrounds 
this  building. 

Rush  township  directors  erected  a  one-story,  three-room  frame 
building  thirty-six  by  sixty-two  feet,  ceiling  thirteen  feet,  wain- 
scoted inside  four  feet  high,  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  sup- 
plied' with  slate  surface.  It  is  heated  by  steam,  the  heating  plant 
costing  $500.  The  building  cost  $2,500.  The  entire  cost  of  heat- 
ing apparatus  and  all  was  $3,000. 
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Improvements  Made  on  School  Buildings. 

Barry  township  remodeled  one  school  room;  Blythe  township  re- 
modeled one  building  and  then  repainted  it;  Butler  furnished  four 
rooms  with  single  patent  desks;  Cass  township  furnished  four  rooms 
with  single  patent  desks;  Kline  township  bought  single  patent  desks 
for  one  room;  East  Norwegian  bought  new  single  patent  desks  for 
one  building;  Bush  township  placed  a  fifty  pound  bell  on  the  Grier 
City  school  building;  St.  Clair  placed  a  steam  healing  plant  in  one 
building;  Union  township  oiled  the  floors  of  nine  school  rooms,  and 
Washington  township  remodeled  one  school  building. 

Apparatus. 

During  the  school  year  apparatus  was  purchased  in  the  following 
districts:  Barry,  six  sets  of  encyclopaedias;  Blythe,  seven  maps  of 
Pennsylvania,  two  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionaries,  and  one  read- 
ing chart;  Butler,  slate  surface  for  four  rooms;  Cass,  slate  surface 
for  four  rooms;  Delano,  slate  surface  for  one  room;  Frailey,  forty- 
five  books  for  the  library;  Hegins,'one  Webster's  Dictionary;  Hub- 
ley,  six  sets  of  outline  maps;  Kline,  three  slate  outline  maps,  one 
map  of  Pennsylvania,  one  numeral  frame,  one  primary  reading  chart, 
and  slate  surface  for  one  room;  West  Mahanoy,  five  sets  of  encyclo- 
paedias and  five  (5)  Appleton's  reading  charts;  McAdoo,  one  slate 
outline  map;  Middleport,  one  complete  chart,  and  one  map  exercise; 
Minersville,  three  sets  outline  maps  and  three  Webster's  Diction- 
aries; Norwegian,  slate  surface  and  single  patent  desks  for  one  build- 
ing; Norwegian,  East,  one  reading  chart  and  two  Parker's  number 
charts;  Palo  Alto,  two  maps  of  Pennsylvania;  Port  Carbon,  150 
books  for  the  library;  Rahn  township,  fifty-five  books  for  the  libra- 
ries; Reilly  township,  two  Webster's  Dictionaries  and  fifty-two 
books  for  the  libraries;  Rush  township,  seven  (7)  Webster's  Dic- 
tionaries and  twenty-five  volumes  for  the  library;  Schuylkill  town- 
ship, three  Webster's  Dictionaries;  Tremont  borough,  twelve  books 
for  the  library;  Union  township,  slate  surface  for  nine  rooms,  a  total 
of  S61  square  feet,  and  Washington,  eleven  sets  of  encyclopaedias. 

Public  School  Libraries. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  public  school  libraries  in  Schuylkill 
county  with  the  number  of  volumes  in  each  library:  Auburn,  108; 
Branch,  150;  Cressona,  500;  Delano.  500;  Prackville,  900;  Frailey, 
550;  Gilberton,  390  (three  libraries  each  containing  130);  Girardville, 
745;  Hegins,  at  Valley  View,  1G0;  Kline,  90;  McAdoo,  100;  Miners- 
ville, 900,  and  1,000  government  reports;  Mt.  Carbon,  11;  Orwigs- 
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burg,  500;  Pine  Grove,  1,500;  Port  Carbon,  250;  Port  Clinton,  227; 
Rahn,  760  in  four  libraries;  Reilly,  366  in  four  libraries;  Rush,  25; 
St.  Clair,  80;  Schuylkill  Haven,  480;  Tower  City,  420;  Tremont  bor- 
ough, 812;  Tremont  township,  655  in  three  libraries;  Union,  224; 
East  Union,  at  Oneida,  300;  Yorkville,  50.  Every  public  school, 
even  in  the  country  districts,  should  have  a  public  school  library. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Kaier  Opera 
House  at  Mahanoy  City,  October  13,  14,  15,  16  and  17,  1902.  Dur- 
ing the  day  session  instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward F.  Bigelow,  Prof.  A.  C.  Rotkerniel,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Prof.  R. 
M.  McNeal,  Dr.  Alexander  Forbes  and  Prof.  Jerry  March.  Evening 
lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  and  Capt.  Rich- 
mond Pearson  Hobson.  Musical  entertainments  were  given  by  ''The 
Amphion  Quartette,  and  by  ''The  Edith  Norton  Concert  Company." 
This  was  the  largest  institute  ever  held  in  this  county. 

Conclusion. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  pub- 
lis  press  of  the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  friends 
of  education  for  their  numberless  courtesies,  their  valuable  co-opera- 
tion and  the  efficient  service  which  they  have  rendered  the  cause  of 
education. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— George  W.  Walborn. 


Jiving  noted  with  pleasure  the  progress  of  the  schools  of  Snyder 
county  for  a  number  of  years,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
standard  for  better  schools  has  been  fully  maintained  during  the 
school  year  just  closed. 

The  County  Normal. 

The  Teachers'  Normal  School  was  held  at  Freeburg,  beginning 
May  26,  1902,  and  continued  for  a  term  of  four  weeks.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  teachers  and  prospective  teachers  were  in  at- 
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tendance  and  evinced  great  interest  in  all  the  work  connected  with 
the  normal.  Lectures  were  delivered  before  the  students  by  Pro- 
fessor A.  B.  Rutt,  superintendent  of  the  Milton  {Schools;  Ira  Ship- 
man,  superintendent  of  the  Sunbury  schools;  William  Noetling,  head 
of  the  Department  of  Pedagogy,  Susquehanna  University;  Henry 
Klinger,  superintendent  of  Juniata  county;  Benj.  F.  Apple,  super- 
intendent of  Northumberland  county,  and  J.  S.  Woodruff,  Dean  of 
Susquehanna  University.  Thomas  E.  lloi'i'  assisted  us  during  the 
whole  term. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year  eighteen  public  examinations  were  held  for 
provisional  certificates,  one  for  professionals  and  two  for  public 
school  diplomas.  One  hundred  and  ten  (110)  applicants  were  ex- 
amined for  provisional  certificates,  twelve  (12)  for  professionals, 
and  ten  (10)  for  public  school  diplomas.  Of  the  number  ninety-two 
received  provisional  certificates,  nine  (9)  professionals,  and  ten  (10) 
were  given  public  school  diplomas. 

County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Middleburg, 
November  24-28.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present  ex- 
cept one.  At  all  the  sessions,  both  day  and  evening  the  house  was 
crowded.  Our  teachers  deserve  special  credit  for  their  regular  at- 
tendance and  for  the  interest  manifested  during  the  entire  week. 
The  following  instructors  were  present:  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Rev. 
Dr.  Chas.  C.  Boyer,  Supt.  A.  R.  Butt,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughliu,  Dr. 
H.  W.  Gass,  and  Prof.  William  Noetling.  The  evening  attractions 
were  as  follows:  Monday  evening,  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Boyer; 
Tuesday  evening,  Music,  Mirth  and  Magic  by  the  Ritchie  Company; 
Wednesday  evening,  a  concert  by  the  Brockway  Jubilee  Singers. 

The  directors'  convention  met  on  Thursday  of  institute  week.  A 
private  session  was  held  in  the  forenoon  at  which  subjects  relative 
to  the  duties  of  the  office  of  director  were  discussed.  ^n  the  after- 
noon the  directors  met  with  the  teachers  and  were  addressed  by 
Prof.  William  Noetling,  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Boyer,  and  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible. 
We  were  highly  gratified  with  our  instructors.  Every  one  of  them 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  and  proved  himself  a  fountain  of  in- 
spiration to  both  the  teachers  and  the  public  who  had  the  pleasure 
to  be  present.  This  institute  was  indeed  an  enthusiastic  gathering 
of  teachers  and  patrons,  and  was  a  success  from  start  to  finish. 
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Joint  and  Local  Institutes. 

A  joint  institute,  continuing  two  (lavs,  was  held  at  Richfield,  and 
was  well  attended  by  the  patrons  and  teachers  of  the  counties  of 
Snyder  and  Juniata.  This  institute  is  attracting  more  attention 
every  year;  but,  unfortunately,  there  is  no  suitable  building  in  Rich- 
field large  enough  to  accommodate  the  large  crowd  that  gathers 
there  during  the  sessions.  Four  local  institutes  were  held  in  the 
county,  all  of  which  were  well  attended.  At  two  of  these  insti- 
tutes we  were  very  ably  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Boyer  of  the  Kutz- 
town  State  Normal. 

Buildings  and  Grounds. 

West  Perry  township  built  a  cosy  house  on  the  old  site  at  Stahl's. 
Centre  township  purchased  ample  ground  at  the  west  end  of  town 
on  which  they  erected  a  substantial  frame  building.  With  but  one 
exception  Snyder  county  now  has  good  school  buildings;  but  in  many 
instances  the  grounds  are  entirely  too  small,  in  some  cases  only  what 
is  afforded  by  the  public  roads. 

All  the  rooms  are  provided  with  suitable  furniture.  Many  of  the 
rooms  have  been  papered  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  the 
teachers  have  greatly  improved  the  appearance  of  their  rooms  by 
decorating  the  walls  with  suitable  pictures.  Washington  town- 
ship purchased  new  furniture,  and  fitted  up  a  vacant  room  in  the 
Freeburg  school  building. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  one  hundred  twenty-six  (126)  teachers  employed,  ninety- 
seven  (97)  are  males,  and  twenty-nine  (29)  are  females.  Five  are 
Normal  graduates;  three  college  graduates;  four  hold  permanent 
certificates,  and  forty-seven  professionals.  Twenty  have  had  no 
previous  experience  in  teaching,  and  sixty-five  have  taught  five  or 
more  terms.     The  average  age  of  the  teachers  is  twenty-seven  years. 

Visits. 

All  the  schools  have  been  visited  twice  and  some  oftener.  In  all 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  visits  were  made  during  the  term. 

Courses  of  Study. 

Selins  Grove  has  rearranged  and  strengthened  its  course  of  study 
and  graduated  a  class  of  three. 
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Freeburg  has  added  another  school  and  rearranged  the  course  of 
study  with  the  intent  of  starting  a  township  high  school  of  the  third 
grade.     A  class  of  three  was  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Perry  township  arranged  a  course  of  study  last  fall,  which  was 
followed  during  the  year.  Five  of  their  pupils  completed  the  course 
and  were  awarded  their  diplomas. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Law. 

More  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  enforcement  of  the  compul- 
sory attendance  law  than  in  former  years.  But  the  spirit  of  indiffer- 
ence along  this  line  has  not  yet  been  entirely  overcome. 

Conclusion. 

This  closes  my  first  year  in  the  work  as  county  superintendent, 
and  although  my  ideas  have  not  been  reached,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
noting  advancement  all  along  the  line,  even  though  it  has  been  of 
very  slow  growth  in  some  instances.  The  hearty  support  given  me 
by  the  teachers,  directors  and  the  general  public,  as  well  as  the  cour- 
tesies extended  me  by  the  public  press,  in  publishing  notices  of 
educational  import,  and  the  counsel  given  me  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  have  given  me  courage  and  reason  to  look  hope- 
fully into  the  future  for  better  results  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— Daniel  W.  Seibert. 


While  the  spirit  of  our  school  work  during  the  year  was  good,  I 
regret  to  report  that  conditions  have  been  unfavorable  and  results 
have  not  been  wholly  satisfactory.  Small-pox  was  epidemic  in  a 
number  of  districts  in  this  county  and  greatly  reduced  the  at- 
tendance. This,  of  course  prevented  continuous  work  which  is  nec- 
essary to  produce  good  results.  However,  the  school-boards  are 
to  be  commended  for  their  prompt  action  in  closing  the  schools  and 
having  the  school  population  vaccinated.  Thus  the  spread  of  the 
disease  was  prevented. 

Our  directors  are  becoming  firmer  in  the  enforcement  of  the  com- 
pulsory school  law.  Had  the  law  been  enforced  in  all  the  districts 
with  the  same  conscientious  vigor  that  we  have  the  pleasure  of  ob- 
serving in  some  of  them,  it  would  have  increased  our  enrollment 
about  10  per  cent. 
10—5—1903 
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During  the  year  we  were  troubled  with  frequent  resignations. 
These  existed  largely  in  districts  where  salaries  paid  were  not  en- 
tirely adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  teachers  who  consequently  looked 
elsewhere  for  more  remunerative  employment,  and  thus  necessitated 
hiring  younger  and  less  experienced  teachers. 

Our  schools  are  constantly  increasing  in  number  and  attendance. 
During  the  year  we  had  three  hundred  and  sixty  schools  in  opera- 
tion with  an  enrollment  of  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty.  The  education  of  such  a  large  army  of  boys  and  girls  who 
will,  to  a  great  extent,  determine  the  future  conditions  of  the  so- 
ciety within  their  bounds,  is  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to 
demand  the  careful  consideration  of  all  who  hold  the  proper  re- 
gard for  the  highest  development  of  our  institutions.  If  our  homes 
will  co-operate  with  our  schools  the  work  of  making  good  citizens 
will  move  steadily  and  perceptibly  forward. 

I  am  convinced  that  we  have  evidence  of  improvement  in  educa- 
tion along  various  lines.  The  dissatisfaction  with  poor  teachers 
and  poor  schools  is  more  pronounced  than  formally  both  by  the 
directors  and  by  the  people.  Hence  more  attention  is  given  to  the 
construction  of  the  school  houses  with  regard  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  number  of  poor  school  houses  grows 
smaller  each  year — there  being  a  single  log  structure  remaining  foi 
school  purposes  in  the  county.  ■  The  houses  in  which  there  is  no 
modern  furniture  are  very  few.  More  attention  is  also  given  to  the 
selection  of  school  locations  and  better  taste  is  displayed  in  fencing 
and  improving  the  grounds.  Nearly  all  school  houses  built  during 
the  year  have  single  desks,  and  a  number  are  heated  by  cellar  fur- 
naces. Libraries  were  established  in  many  of  our  rural  schools  dur- 
ing the  year.  And  many  books  were  added  to  the  libraries  pre- 
viously established.  Legislative  enactment  has  made  the  dispen- 
sing hand  more  liberal  to  teachers  which  will  warrant  requiring 
proportionately,  a  higher  standing  of  teaching  ability.  We,  there- 
fore confidently  anticipate  a  more  signal  and  forward  movement  on 
the  part  of  our  teachers.  Low  salaries  are  an  inevitable  and  reason 
able  accompaniment  of  inefficient  and  incompetent  teachers.  We 
are  pleased  to  have  the  consoling  assurance  that  this  defect  is  less 
formidable  than  in  former  years.  We  look  forward  to  the  time 
when  our  schools  can  pay  equally  as  good  wages  as  other  callings. 
Until  this  is  brought  into  thorough  condition  we  may  expect  to 
train  young  people  for  other  fields  of  labor  at  the  expense  of  the 
children.  It  is  too  much  to  expect  talented  and  ambitious  teachers 
to  remain  engaged  in  an  occupation  in  which  the  salaries  have  not 
increased  proportionately  with  the  advance  in  other  work.  The 
teacher  is  entitled  to  a  just  share  in  this  advancement.  The  teach- 
ers profession  is  certainly  one  of  honor,  and  one  which  cannot  be 
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classed  beneath  any  other  for  elevating  mankind,  it  is  therefore 
needless  to  say  that  it  should  be  carried  forward  by  men  and  women 
who  will  preserve  the  dignity  of  its  design.  If  a  sufficiently  high 
standard  has  not  been  reached,  it  should  not  be  charged  to  the 
schools  and  teachers  when  there  is  so  vital  a  failure  on  the  part  of 
all  to  carry  out  the  provisions  and  instructions  of  our  school  sys- 
tem. While  the  people,  as  a  whole,  are  friendly  and  anxious  to  see 
them  become  more  prosperous  and  useful,  they  often  are  very  re- 
luctant in  giving  them  the  assistance  so  necessary  to  the  highest 
success  of  any  public  enterprise.  About  one-third  of  all  our  teach- 
ers leave  the  class  annually.  With  this  number  of  skilled  teachers 
leaving  our  ranks  and  of  necessity  a  correspondingly  large  per- 
centage of  inexperienced  workers  admitted,  the  surprise  is  not  that 
our  progress  is  so  slow  but  that  it  is  so  rapid.  A  loss  is  sustained 
whenever  we  lose  an  experienced  teacher.  In  everything  skill  has 
its  reward  and  this  to  a  decided  degree  will  be  the  force  that  must 
raise  the  teachers'  profession.  If  we  could  have  a  more  active  in- 
terest in  this  direction  and  could  have  each  citizen  feel  a  personal 
responsibility  for  the  success  of  the  schools  in  his  community,  the 
augmented  usefulness  of  the  schools  to  the  district  would  repay  all 
individuals  sacrifice,  and  the  citizens  might  be  classed  as  public 
benefactors.  However,  a  good  salary  does  not  guarantee  a  good 
teacher.  Many  conflicting  statements  may  be  heard  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  said  that  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  regulates  the 
Trades  and  professions.  One  of  the  foremost  questions  is,  whether 
we  have  either  the  demand  for  good  teachers  or  the  supply;  many 
say  raise  the  salary  and  you  will  get  the  teachers;  others  say  give 
us  able  teachers  and  we  will  pay  the  salary;  while  still  others  say 
if  you  raise  the  salary  you  will  have  the  same  teachers.  In  order 
to  obtain  the  teacher  we  so  much  desire,  our  school  officers  must  be- 
come proficient  in  judging  between  the  merits  and  defects  of  the 
teacher;  and  not  allow  the  good  one  to  leave  the  profession  for  a  few 
dollars,  and  thereby  sacrifice  the  best  interest  of  the  school  which 
should  be  the  prime  motive  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

The  examinations,  in  accord  with  the  desire  that  our  teachers 
possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught,  were  rather 
rigid.  The  view,  however,  that  this  knowledge  alone  will  make  a 
successful  teacher,  was  not  held  but  rather  that  the  teacher  could 
not  be  successful  without  it. 

The  County  institute  was  held  at  Somerset  and  was  unanimously 
pronounced  a  success.  But  few  teachers  were  absent.  The  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  the  general  public,  was  so  great 
that  many  were  turned  away  for  want  of  room.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Dr.  Edwin  W.  Chubb,  Dr.  Theo.  B. 
Noss,  Dr.  Sanford  Bell.     The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  I.  D. 
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Gresh.  The  soloists  were  Miss  Louie  M.  Taylor,  Miss  Florence  Tay- 
lor and  Miss  Rose  Constance  Callaghan.  The  entertainments  were 
the  Swiss  Bell  Ringers,  The  Mendellssohn  Quartette  Company,  H. 
Spillnian  Riggs  and  Gen.  Charles  H.  GrosTenor. 

Local  institute  work  was  kept  up  during  the  school  term  with 
considerable  enthusiasm.  There  is  no  more  potent  factor  in  our 
school  system  for  harmonizing  the  educational  forces  of  a  school 
district  than  the  local  teachers'  institute. 

The  directors"  association  of  the  county  held  a  successful  session 
during  the  week  of  institute.  In  view  of  the  recent  legislation  con- 
cerning directors"  associations  we  hope  to  see  this  organization  be- 
come a  leading  factor  in  the  educational  progress  of  our  country. 
We  believe  that  every  director  will  feel  it  his  duty  and  a  privilege 
to  attend  all  its  sessions. 

In  conclusion.  I  hereby  tender  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  De- 
partment for  help  and  advice  so  kindly  and  promptly  given;  to  the 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and 
hearty  co-operation;  to  the  county  press  for  the  support  and  inter- 
est taken  in  educational  matters.  We  hope  that  these  educational 
forces  may  continue  harmoniously  during  the  year  upon  which  we 
have  now  entered,  and  that  this  work  in  which  we  have  a  common 
interest  may  result  in  still  greater  achievement. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— M.  R.  Black. 


The  casual  observer  will  see  comparatively  little  in  the  opera- 
tion of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  to  indicate  great  progress 
or  rapid  advancement.  We  built  no  new  school  houses,  the  school 
verm  was  lengthened  in  only  one  district,  teachers'  salaries  were  but 
slightly  increased,  and  nothing  was  done  in  any  department  of  our 
educational  work  that  was  calculated  to  specially  attract  public  at- 
tention. 

While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  not  more  visible  signs 
of  a  live,  progressive,  educational  sentiment  among  our  people,  yet 
the  year  was  by  no  means  barren  of  good  results. 

In  the  schools  it  was  a  year  of  earnest,  faithful  work  on  the  part 
of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  institutes  and  educational  meetings 
were  loyally  supported  by  the  teachers  and  generally  well  attended 
by  the  public. 
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Educational  sentiment  although  not  as  vigorous  in  its  manifesta- 
tions in  some  districts  as  we  would  like  to  have  seen  it,  nevertheless, 
in  most  of  the  districts,  gave  evidence  of  considerable  vitality  and 
growth. 

The  summer  Normal  school  at  Dushore  was  the  first  educational 
meeting  of  the  year.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  interest  in 
this  school  is  growing.  The  school  opened  July  14  and  continued 
in  session  four  weeks  with  a  total  enrollment  of  eighty-nine  stud- 
ents. We  were  assisted  in  the  regular  work  of  the  school  by  Prof. 
J.  E.  Keese  Killgore,  of  Dushore,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  E.  F.  Hill,  of  Hughes- 
ville,  Pa.  During  the  last  two  weeks  Dr.  H.  H.  Goddard,  of  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  delivered  a  course  of  extremely  interesting  and  profit- 
able lectures  on  pedagogy. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Dushore  during  the  week 
commencing  December  29.  Only  two  teachers  were  absent.  This 
institute  was  one  of  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  the  county. 
The  following  instructors  were  present:  Dr.  Henry  H.  Goddard,  of 
West  Chester;  Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Lock  Haven;  Miss  Julia  E. 
Rogers,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  Prof.  I.  D.Gresh,  of  Milton,  Pa.  The 
evening  attractions  commanded  large  and  responsive  audiences. 
Lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Goddard,  Dr.  McNeal,  and  H.  H.  Em- 
mett.  A  very  interesting  and  profitable  entertainment  was  pre- 
sented by  the  New  York  Male  Quartette.  Directors'  Day  was  not 
well  attended  by  the  directors  of  the  county.  The  chief  feature  of 
the  occasion  was  the  masterly  address  delivered  by  Dr.  R.  M.  Mc- 
Neal. Six  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  the  fol- 
lowing places:  Lopez,  Dushore,  Muncy  Valley,  Nordmont,  Forks- 
ville  and  Estella.  The  attendance  of  these  meetings  was  fair  con- 
sidering the  condition  of  the  weather  at  the  time  they  were  held. 

Changes  in  this  county  are  never  sudden.  Sentiment  and  con- 
viction form  slowly;  but  in  looking  back  to  ten  years  ago  when  we 
retired  from  the  office  of  county  superintendent,  then  not  expecting 
to  ever  fill  that  important  office  again,  some  striking  contrasts  pre- 
sent themselves.  In  some  of  our  boroughs  and  villages  the  number 
of  pupils  has  grown  very  much  larger,  while  in  many  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts the  number  has  grown  smaller  each  succeeding  year.  The 
school  sentiment  in  the  boroughs  and  villages  has  grown,  until  in 
many  of  them  it  is  excellent;  but  in  many  rural  districts  it  is  not 
what  it  might  be.  What  to  do  with  our  rural  schools  is  a  problem 
more  serious  of  satisfactory  solution  than  many  at  first  think.  That 
it  is  a  matter  of  more  than  passing  notice,  is  evident  by  the  condi- 
tions we  find  in  nearly  every  rural  schol  in  the  county.  Instead  of 
f\  roomful  of  boys  and  girls  in  ages  from  six  to  eighteen,  and  in  num- 
bers from  twenty-five  to  fifty,  we  find  instead,  attendance  as  low  in 
some  cases  as  four  and  rarely  more  than  fifteen,  and  in  ages  seldom 
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older  than  fifteen  years.  The  proper  solution  of  this  problem  is 
centralization  of  schools,  but  public  sentiment  does  not  seem  ready 
to  take  that  step  in  many  of  our  rural  districts. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  directors  and  teachers 
and  friends  of  education,  as  well  as  the  newspapers  of  the  county, 
for  their  co-operation  in  our  educational  matters. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Charles  E.  Moxley. 


Nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  has  taken  place,  and  consequently 
will  not  materially  differ  from  former  reports.  About  the  same 
amount  of  work  accomplished,  with  the  usual  spirit  of  earnestness 
on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  county. 

The  county  instiute  was  held  at  Montrose  during  week  of  October 
20,  and  was  equal  in  all  respects  to  former  ones.     The  attendance 
was  good,  and  work  of  the  week  exceedingly  interesting  and  in 
structive. 

The  following  instructors  were  present: 

Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Hon.  F.  L.  Jones,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  Augusta,  Me. 

Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Mansfield,  Pa. 

Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Big  Kapids,  Mich. 

Prof.  Geo.  Howell,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Prof.  H.  B.  Larrabee,  Keuka  Park,  N.  Y. 

The  evening  attractions  as  follows:  Lectures  by  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris 
and  Hon.  W.  M.  Stetson,  Dr.  Albert  Hatcher  Smith,  The  Ernest 
Gamble  Concert  Co. 

The  session  of  directors,  held  on  October  23,  was  large  considering 
the  fact  that  Governor  Pennypacker  and  party  were  in  town,  which 
drew  some  away.  The  directors  meeting  was  held  in  A.  M.,  and  a 
joint  session  of  teachers  and  directors  in  P.  M.  Hon.  John  Q.  Stew- 
art of  the  Department  made  an  eloquent  address  before  the  joint 
body.     He  abl}'  jdead  for  better  wages  for  teachers. 

Our  county  has  twice  been  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  small-pox 
within  the  past  two  years.  Last  winter  the  epidemic  broke  out  in 
Harmony  township.  Lanesboro  had  nearly  one  hundred  cases.  The 
compulsory  vaccination  law  was  quite  generally  complied  with  in  the 
county,  especially  in  districts  near  the  places  where  the  disease  was 
prevalent. 
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The  minimum  salary  bill  provoked  considerable  discussion  at 
time  of  its  passage.  In  several  districts  the  minimum  salary  of 
$35  per  month  for  a  minimum  term  of  seven  months  will  work  a 
hardship.  The  only  solution  seems  to  be  in  consolidation.  Even 
this  has  its  objections,  as  the  State  appropriation  law  now  stands. 
Opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  a  re-adjustment  from  the 
old  way  to  the  new,  and  a  loss  of  a  portion  of  the  State  money  for 
every  school  closed,  is  discouraging  to  the  directors,  to  say  the 
least. 

We  expect  to  see  the  opposition  to  consolidation  gradually  die 
out,  as  the  people  become  better  acquainted  with  the  advantages 
they  can  secure  for  their  children  at  a  central  school,  where  better 
and  experienced  teachers  are  employed.  But  the  loss  of  a  portion 
of  the  State  money  for  every  school  closed  can  only  be  remedied 
by  the  Legislature.  Whether  the  members  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature will  pass  a  bill  more  equitable  to  the  rural  communities  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

The  minimum  salary  bill  will  have  the  good  effect  of  a  stronger 
teaching  force.  Better  pay  for  better  teachers,  will  be  the  demand 
in  the  future. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  teachers  in  the  county;  not  enough  to  fill  all 
the  schools,  unless  they  come  from  other  counties.  Many  of  our 
weak  teachers  are  preparing  at  Normal  schools,  realizing  they  must 
do  so  or  step  aside  for  those  who  are  prepared. 

The  Teachers'  Association  held  two  interesting  meetings  last 
September  and  February,  the  former  at  Hopbottom,  the  latter  at 
Hallstead.  The  county  Historical  Society  joined  in  the  program  in 
the  fall  meeting  and  extended  valuable  assistance  and  in  turn  were 
assisted  by  the  teachers 

I  wish  to  extend  to  the  Department  my  thanks  for  favors  rendered 
and  encouragement  given.  We  believe  the  work  is  steadily  going 
forward.  The  outlook  for  the  future  year  is  bright  and  prospects 
bright  for  a  successful  school  year. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  R.  Longstreet. 


While  there  have  been  no  radical  changes  in  educational  matters 
during  the  past  year,  still  I  am  happy  to  report  a  progressive  con- 
dition along  all  lines.  With  few  exceptions,  school  officers  have 
been  awake  to  their  duties,  and  the  work  of  the  teachers  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  characterized    by  a    spirit    of    real    earnestness. 
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Educational  meetings  have  been  well  attended  and  the  books 
adopted  by  the  Beading  Circle  Committee  have  been  generally  read. 
Several  Reading  Circles  were  organized  with  good  results.  Ad- 
ditions were  made  to  many  school  libraries,  and  several  libraries 
started  in  rural  schools.  One  school  in  Liberty  township,  Miss  Alma 
Zinck  teacher,  raised  over  .$30.00  from  an  entertainment  and  pur- 
chased a  library  of  over  100  selected  books.  This,  for  a  small  school, 
I  regard  as  a  most  extraordinary  effort.  Arnot  graded  school  raised 
nearly  a  hundred  dollars  by  means  of  entertainments,  which  will  be 
used  to  increase  their  present  library  of  over  300  volumes.  Wells- 
boro  will  make  a  valuable  addition  to  their  already  excellent  library. 
Others  are  doing  well.  The  attendance  and  general  interest  of 
pupils  have  shown  marked  improvement.  Granting  certificates  of 
award  to  those  having  a  perfect  record  of  attendance  at  close  of 
term  has  been  continued  and  certainly  has  been  effective  in  stimu- 
lating more  regular  attendance. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  October  20  to  24,  in- 
clusive. The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Drs.  A.  T.  Smith,  Mans- 
field State  Normal,  A.  B.  Blodgett,  Supt.  Schools,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
and  J.  R.  Street,  Syracuse  University.  Trof.  H.  E.  Cogswell,  Mans- 
field Normal,  and  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Friedman,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The 
evening  lectures  and  entertainers  were  as  follows:  Monday,  The 
Imperial  Bellringers;  Tuesday,  Dr.  J.  R.  Street;  Wednesday,  The 
Chicago  Lady  Entertainers;  Thursday,  Dr.  Thos.  Dixon,  Jr.  Much 
of  the  work  done  was  in  the  line  of  Child  Study,  in  which  our  teach- 
ers became  deeply  interested.  There  was  the  usual  number  of 
citizens  present,  to  whom  we  are  most  glad  to  extend  a  cordial  wel- 
come. Their  presence  is  an  inspiration  to  all  the  members  of  Insti- 
tute, especially  the  county  superintendent. 

The  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  on  Thursday 
of  Institute  week.  Mr.  L.  A.  Johnson,  of  Knoxville,  presided. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Chas.  Tubbs,  E.  H.  Owlett,  Esq.,  C.  M. 
Woodbury.  J.  X.  Hotchkiss.  members  of  the  association,  also  by  Dr. 
A.  B.  Blodgett,  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell  and  the  county  superintendent. 
I  already  see  good  results  from  the  work  of  this  association,  and  am 
glad  that  the  last  Legislature  recognized  their  value  in  providing 
even  in  part  for  the  expenses  of  directors  attending  them,  although 
a  more  generous  provision  would  have  been  better.  I,  however, 
believe  it  to  be  an  error  that  it  was  not  left  entirely  with  the 
county  superintendent  and  'directors  as  to  the  time  for  holding 
them.  In  rural  counties  there  are  several  good  reasons  for  holding 
the  Teachers'  Institute  and  Directors'  Association  the  same  week. 

Besides  the  annual  institutes,  two  sessions  of  the  county  teachers' 
association  and  twelve  local  institutes  have  been  held.  The  county 
superintendent  failed  to  attend  but  one  educational  meeting,  and 
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this  on  account  of  impassible  roads  and  stormy  weather.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons,  and  I 
believe  much  good  accomplished. 

Several  of  our  boards  will  give  some  increase  in  wages  the  coming 
year,  but  regret  to  say  we  will  lose  some  excellent  teachers  who 
are  offered  better  wages  in  other  counties.  It  is  certainly  not  good 
business  policy  to  let  an  efficient  teacher  go,  if  a  few  dollars  more 
a  month  will  keep  him.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  keep  the  standard 
for  teaching  in  this  county  going  up,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  as 
long  as  I  am  county  superintendent.  The  advance  in  wages  another 
year  should  mean  better  qualified  teachers.  However,  recent  legis- 
lation will  cause  no  material  change  in  our  past  and  present  policy. 
For  some  years  past  there  has  been  no  considerable  surplus  of 
teachers  in  this  county.  When  schools  were  ready  to  open  last 
September  there  were  to  my  knowledge  no  teachers  without  schools, 
who  desired  to  teach,  and  I  now  expect  a  scarcity  of  teachers  for  the 
current  year.  A  majority  of  our  teachers  hold  either  a  State  Nor- 
mal diploma,  or  a  professional  or  permanent  certificate,  and  with 
a  few  exceptions  the  remainder  have  either  made  the  junior  year  at 
the  Normal  or  are  graduates  of  our  high  schools. 

The  act  of  our  last  Legislature  making  thirty-five  dollars  the 
minimum  wages  for  public  school  teachers  will  make  it  quite  hard 
for  a  few  of  our  districts  for  some  time,  but  believe  it  will,  on  the 
whole,  result  in  general  good  to  the  county.  I  take  an  exception  to 
the  law  that  it  makes  no  difference  between  experience  and  inex- 
prience,  nor  efficiency  and  inefficiency.  A  young  person  getting  a 
provisional  certificate,  even  for  the  first  time,  receives  the  same  as 
the  teacher  holding  a  professional,  permanent,  or  Normal  School 
diploma.  I  should  favor  the  making  of  at  least  two  classes  and  a 
minimum  salary  fixed  for  each. 

The  increase  in  wages  will,  without  doubt,  result  in  keeping  the 
experienced,  efficient  teacher  in  the  rural  schools  for  a  longer 
period.  Many  teachers  who  could  not  afford  to  continue  teaching 
at  so  low  a  salary  will  now  stay  in  the  work,  and  the  licensing  of 
inexperienced  and  untrained  teachers  to  supply  schools  will  be  less 
imperative. 

Centralization  of  schools  will  be  another  result  which,  if  properly 
done,  will  greatly  benefit  our  rural  children.  I  trust,  however,  that 
no  district  will  adopt  this  system  simply  because  it  will  be  less  ex- 
pensive to  the  district.  I  do  not  believe  centralization  will  cost 
very  much  less,  if  any,  if  properly  done.  But  there  will  be  economy 
iu  it,  for  it  will  provide  better  schools.  Why  should  not  the  country 
child  have  equally  as  good  school  advantages  as  his  city  cousin?  If 
not,  why  not?     Surely  he  deserves  it. 
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During  the  past  year  I  have  attended  16  educational  meetings, 
held  20  regular  and  6  special  examinations  and  made  350  visits  to 
schools,  besides  attending  to  a  large  correspondence  and  other  offi- 
cial duties. 

On  the  whole,  I  have  been  very  much  encouraged  by  the  results 
of  the  year's  work. 

In  closing  I  would  acknowledge  the  courteous  treatment  received 
from  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 


UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


The  schools  of  Union  county  have  been  steadily  marching  on. 
Each  year  sees  some  improvement.  Conditions  are  continually 
changing,  which  must  be  properly  met.  Schools  may  be  excellent 
but  perfection  is  impossible,  nor  is  it  desirable  where  progress  is 
wont  to  rule. 

Teachers. 

Teachers  have  manifested  more  interest  and  zeal  in  their  work 
this  year,  while  directors  have  not  been  unmindful  of  their  official 
duties.  The  number  of  applicants  for  schools  were  not  as  numerous 
as  usual,  owing  to  the  country's  prosperous  condition  and  the  addi- 
tional branches  to  be  taught. 

Young  persons  beginning  to  teach  must  be  better  prepared  than 
teachers  of  former  years.  Seventeen  public  examinations  were 
held  and  eighty-seven  provisional  certificates  granted. 

School  Houses: 

One  new  school  house  has  been  built  during  the  year,  furnished 
with  patent  seats,  slate  boards,  beautifully  painted,  and  other  nec- 
essary conveniences  to  complete  furnishings. 

Many  school  houses  received  attention  from  the  carpenter  and 
painter  during  vacation. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

A  large  number  of  educational  meetings  and  local  institutes  were 
held  which  were  always  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons. 
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The  county  association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year,  which 
were  among  the  best  in  its  history.  In  these  educational  meetings 
we  have  had  the  assistance  of  Prof.  Birch  and  Dean  Woodruff,  of 
Susquehanna  University,  and  Prof.  Hamblin,  of  Bucknell  Univer- 
sity. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute,  held  at  Mifflinburg,  was  one  of  the  best  ever 
held.  Among  the  instructors  were  Dr.  Eli  P.  Brown,  of  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Pres.  National  School  of  Elocution  and 
Oratory,  Prof.  W.  G.  Owens,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  in  Bucknell  Uni- 
versity, Supt.  J.  G.  Becht,  Lycoming  county,  Supt.  A.  Heist  Rutt,  of 
Milton,  Prof.  J.  H.  Kurtz,  Chicago,  and  Miss  Vergie  Anspach,  of 
Mifflinburg.  The  papers  and  discussions  on  "The  Fundamental 
Trinity  of  the  Public  School,"  Prof.  E.  M.  Brumgard:  "Responsi- 
bility of  the  Teacher,  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Goss;  "Teaching  of  Politeness/' 
Miss  Katheryn  Kleckner;  "Success,"  by  Prof.  C.  S.  Kniss,  were  of 
very  high  order  and  well  discussed  by  the  teachers. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  and  addresses  on 
educational  subjects  delivered  by  Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown  and  the  county 
superintendent.  Messrs.  I.  T.  Ruhl,  W.  E.  Benner,  A.  D.  Miller,  E. 
Hoffman  and  J.  W.  Dieffenderfer  were  elected  delegates  to  the 
State  convention.  Dr.  H.  C.  Dimm  was  elected  president  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Dieffenderfer,  secretary.  The  evenings  were  given  to  lectures 
iind  recitals  by  Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown,  on  "The  Far  West,"  Dr.  Geo.  P. 
Bible,  "The  Progress  of  the  Century,"  H.  H.  Emmett,  "The  American 
Indian,"  and  Fred.  High  in  his  popular  entertainment. 

High  Schools. 

Lewis  township  high  school  held  its  first  graduating  exercises. 
This  school  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  W.  W.  Spigelmyre,  has 
demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  the  country  high  school  in  Union 
county.  Two  ladies  and  three  gentlemen  completed  the  course. 
Nine  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  graduated  from  the  Mifflinburg  High 
school,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  E.  M.  Brumgard.  The  High 
School  of  Lewisburg,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  B.  R.  Johnson, 
graduated  a  large  class.  Thirty  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  com- 
pleted the  county  course  of  study  and  received  common  school 
diplomas. 

Colleges. 

Bucknell  University,  Academy  and  Seminary,  completed  another 
successful  year,  graduating  fifty-six  from  the  college  department 
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and  a  large  number  from  the  Female  Seminary  and  Musical  Depart- 
ment.    The  attendance  this  year  was  over  six  hundred. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  several  districts  that  have  guarded  the 
children's  privileges  in  their  regular  attendance.  If  the  law  in 
regard  to  vaccination,  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  were  more 
generally  enforced,  more  frequent  use  of  disinfectants  and  hygienic 
precautions  observed,  it  would  add  much  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  pupil  and  teacher.  We  should  have  more  good  libraries 
in  our  villages  and  rural  districts,  more  professional  reading  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers,  more  general  enforcement  of  the  compul- 
sory attendance  law,  better  and  more  selections  in  good  memory 
work,  and  the  establishment  of  more  district  high  schools. 

With  the  close  of  the  school  year  we  are  conscious  that  there  is 
room  for  improvement,  yet  without  a  failure  in  the  schools  of  the 
county,  we  feel  that  the  year's  work  has  been  successful  and  the 
•utlook  for  the  future  is  full  of  hope. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Benton  V.  Kiddle. 


My  report  regarding  the  schools  of  Venango  county  may  not  be 
is  nattering  as  some  would  wish,  but  I  do  not  desire  to  have  people 
in  other  parts  of  the  State  think  that  "we  are  the  people." 

We  have  a  number  of  very  good  schools,  and  again  we  have  some 
schools  that  do  not  amount  to  "a  row  of  pins."  Some  of  our  school 
districts  still  continue  to  keep  down  wages  and  employ  the  lowest 
grade  of  teachers. 

The  new  law  regarding  the  "minimum  salary  of  f 35.00  per  month" 
will  effect  twenty-two  of  the  thirty-five  districts  in  our  county,  and 
in  consequence  of  this  law,  I  do  not  grant  a  certificate  to  any  ap- 
plicant whose  average  is  less  than  eighty-five  percentum.  During 
the  examination  period  held  last  June,  I  examined  two  hundred 
and  forty  applicants  for  certificate.  Of  this  number,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  were  successful.  Five  receiving  professional  cer- 
tificates, and  one  hundred  seventy-four  provisional.  At  the  present 
writing  (May,  1903),  more  than  one-half  of  the  teachers  are  away  at 
Normal  School,  College  or  Select  School,  preparing  for  a  higher 
grade  of  certificate.  I  feel  congratulated  on  this  upward  movement 
of  our  teachers.  This  together  with  the  advance  of  salaries  I  hope 
will  bring  about  more  effective  work  in  the  schools. 
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We  have  two  township  high  schools  receiving  State  appropriation, 
and  four  more  in  the  initiatory  stage.  I  believe  that  in  three  years 
our  township  high  schools  will  number  at  least  ten.  Those  already 
in  operation  are  an  honor  to  the  respective  communities  and  the 
people  of  these  communities  are  taking  a  great  interest  in  them, 
and  are  proud  of  the  educational  advantages  afforded. 

But  one  new  school  house  was  built  during  the  year.  It  was  in 
President  township.  A  number  of  school  buildings  have  been  re- 
paired in  various  ways.  Pinegrove  township  furnished  two  of  their 
rooms  with  new  seats. 

Many  of  our  district  schools  are  so  small  in  numbers  that  the 
coming  year  they  will  be  centralized  to  some  extent,  while  some  of 
our  crowded  schools  shall  be  graded  by  having  two  rooms  instead  of 
one. 

A  number  of  our  schools  were  closed  from  three  to  six  weeks  on 
account  of  small-pox.  It  hindered  the  school  work  a  great  deal, 
especially  in  Serubgrass,  part  of  Sandy  Creek,  Oakland  and  Jackson 
township  and  Polk  borough.  Some  do  not  yet  believe  that  "An 
ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure." 

Outside  of  the  two  cities  (Franklin  and  Oil  City),  there  are  two 
hundred  forty-one  schools.  I  visited  all  of  them  but  one  and  a  num- 
ber of  them  I  visited  twice.  But  owing  to  the  fatal  illness  of  my 
wife,  I  did  not  get  some  of  the  minor  work  done  that  I  felt  desirous 
of  doing,  such  as  visiting  more  of  the  schools  a  second  time  and  at- 
tending more  of  the  local  institutes. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  Venango  county  teachers' 
institute  was  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high  school  building,  Oil 
City,  Pa.,  Aug.  25th,  29th,  1902.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Edward 
K.  Shaw,  of  New  York  University,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  of  California 
State  Normal,  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  of  Kutztown,  and  Supt.  Bab- 
cock  of  Oil  City.  Prof.  J.  A.  Sprenkle,  of  New  Cumberland,  had 
charge  of  the  music.  Miss  Augusta  Rand  of  Oil  City,  pianist.  Lec- 
tures were  delivered  by  Dr.  Shaw,  Prof.  Deatrick  and  Edmund 
Vance  Cooke,  of  Cleveland.  Entertainment  on  Thursday  evening 
by  the  Aerial  Quartette  of  Pittsburg. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Magee,  M.  D. 
President  of  Oil  City  School  Board.  Response  by  Ex-County  Super- 
intendent William  G.  Ladds  of  Franklin. 

All  in  all,  the  institute  was  a  grand  success. 

I  extend  my  hearty  thanks  to  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to 
the  welfare  of  our  schools. 
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WARREN  COUNTY— O.  J.  Gunning. 


With  us  in  Warren  county  the  year  just  passed  has  witnessed 
steady  gains  from  an  educational  standpoint,  though  communities 
have  been  disturbed  by  drifted  snow  or  by  epidemics.  Able  hands 
have  soon  removed  the  troubles  and  our  tried  system  has  again, 
through  united  effort,  been  enabled  to  declare  an  encouraging  di- 
vidend. 

Our  people  manifest  a  tendency  to  give  the  schoolmaster  credit 
for  his  work,  not  only  in  words,  but  in  a  more  substantial  way,  as 
indicated  by  an  increase  not  only  in  the  length  of  the  school  term, 
but  of  the  teacher's  wages,  our  two  hundred  and  fifty  lady  teachers 
receive  on  an  average  thirty-four  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  per 
month,  an  increase  to  each  per  month  of  two  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents,  over  last  year,  an  encouraging  advance. 

These  unmistakeable  marks  of  the  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  teacher,  together  with  the  advantages  that  the  "minimum  salary 
bill"  will  confer,  should  encourage  our  educators  to  greater  efforts 
in  the  preparation  for  their  work,  and  should  result  in  giving  us 
better  schools;  we  believe  it  will,  and  this  with  the  advantages  that 
are  open  to  the  rural  schools  through  centralization  and  the  town- 
ship high  school,  promise  much  for  the  future  of  our  county. 


Institutes. 

Our  teacher's  institute  met  at  Warren  December  15-19,  inclusive, 
the  instructors  were  John  F.  Bigler,  Principal  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Edinboro,  Pa.,  Dr.  Samuel  Weir,  Principal  of  the  Clarion 
Normal,  Dr.  A.  J.  Kinnaman  of  the  Normal  at  East  Stroudsburg, 
Pa.,  and  Prof.  D.  Lange  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

The  instruction  covered  a  wide  range  and  was  very  pleasantly  and 
ably  presented.  Unfortunately  the  county  superintendent  was  not 
able  to  be  present  on  account  of  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  but 
through  the  skillful  management  of  Prof.  W.  L.  MacGowan,  of  the 
Warren  sr-hools,  and  the  efforts  of  instructors  and  teachers  the  con- 
vention was  unusually  interesting  and  helpful  and  went  into  his- 
tory as  one  of  the  best  of  a  long  line  of  successful  meetings. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  at  various  places  in  the 
county  during  the  winter;  these  meetings  were  largely  attended  by 
both  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  schools. 

The  papers  and  discussions  were  practical  and  helpful. 
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As  a  means  of  exchanging  ideas  and  of  getting  in  touch  with  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  and  in  unity  and  sympathy  with  our  fellow 
teachers  and  the  patrons  of  the  schools  there  is  no  better  place  than 
the  local  institute. 


Township  High  Schools. 

In  addition  to  our  usual  borough  high  schools  we  have  had  in 
successful  operation  this  year,  five  township  high  schools,  each  of 
which  seems  to  be  quite  well  established. 

Pine  Grove  township  by  a  vote  of  her  electors  taken  last  February, 
decided  to  centralize  her  schools;  her  school  board  have  also  decided 
to  organize  a  township  high  school  at  Russell  this  coming  year. 

While  approving  this  forward  tendency  and  well  pleased  with 
what  has  been  accomplished,  yet  we  feel  that  deliberation  is  nec- 
essary, in  the  successful  launching  of  a  township  high  school.  It  is 
as  necessary  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  rooms  as  it  is  to  have 
a  sufficient  number  of  pupils,  to  avoid  congestion  in  the  lower  rooms, 
is  equally  important  as  to  assure  ourselves  that  the  number  of 
pupils  will  not  only  fill  the  classes  now  but  give  promise  to  keep 
them  replete  through  the  years  to  come. 

The  Cornplanter  Indian  School. 

The  Cornplanter  Indian  school  has  just  finished  the  third  year 
under  the  management  of  Miss  Ivy  M.  Hunter,  during  the  year 
more  than  the  usual  interest  has  been  shown  in  school  work.  Care- 
ful and  systematic  instruction  has  been  regularly  given  in  reading, 
writing,  language,  geography,  arithmetic,  history  and  civil  govern- 
ment. 

The  last  assembly  has  very  kindly  appropriated  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  construction  on  the  Indian  lands  of  a  combined  school  house 
and  teacher's  home,  this  building  will  be  of  brick,  two  stories  high, 
with  a  basement;  the  second  story  will  contain  living  rooms  for  the 
use  of  the  resident  teacher. 

The  building  will  be  heated  and  ventilated  throughout  by  means 
of  a  furnace  located  in  the  basement,  pure  water  will  be  brought 
to  the  building  from  an  adjacent  spring,  through  iron  pipes.  It  is 
hoped  that  with  the  completion  of  this  comfortable  building  which 
will  be  complete  in  all  its  appointments,  that  the  educating  of  these 
people  may  not  only  the  more  readily  and  perfectly  be  done,  but  the 
interest  shown  in  his  behalf  will  create  a  greater  tendency  to  know, 
and  create  new  hopes  in  the  heart  of  our  red  brother. 


160  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year  we  have  held  nineteen  public  examinations,  two 
hundred  and  two  provisional  and  thirteen  professional  certificates 
were  issued,  thirty-seven  applicants  were  refused  certificates. 

On  April  24,  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  pupils  of  our  schools  took 
part  in  our  count}'  uniform  examination.  Of  this  number  fifty-eight 
were  successful  in  passing  the  high  school  course,  while  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  reached  the  required  standard  in  the  district 
school  course. 

In  concluding  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  press,  the  school 
officers  and  teachers  of  our  count}7,  and  the  Department  at  Harris- 
burg  for  the  valuable  assistance  so  readily  given. 

We  hope  that  our  united  efforts  may  bring  about  even  better 
results  in  the  vear  about  to  begin. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  K.  Hall. 


It  is  our  pleasure  to  review  the  work  of  our  schools  another  year. 
We  feel  encouraged  to  say,  it  was  a  year  of  well  done  work. 

As  a  rule,  the  teachers  aimed  to  excel  in  placing  their  schools 
with,  if  not  in  advance,  of  the  best  in  the  county.  This  effort,  born 
of  a  high  motive,  gave  inspiration  and  perseverance  that  counted 
for  much  in  the  end.  Many  of  the  teachers  were  making  their  first 
effort  as  instructors  and  disciplinarians.  The  outlook  in  the  begin- 
ning was  discouraging,  but  they  were  not  idle.  They  studied  well 
the  way;  kept  in  view  and  endeavored  to  reach  a  high  ideal,  and 
in  doing  so  made  progress  in  the  proper  advancement  of  the  schools. 

A  noticeable  feature  as  we  started  on  our  visitation  of  schools 
was  the  absence  of  so  many  of  the  former  teachers.  Prosperous 
times  with  twelve  months  work  and  better  pay  had  induced  many, 
especially  of  the  young  men,  to  quit  the  profession  of  teaching.  Our 
schools  naturally  suffered  thereby.  While  the  young  teachers  did 
well,  they  experimented  at  the  expense  of  the  children. 

In  the  interest  and  for  the  good  of  the  children,  wisdom  says  to 
our  law  makers:  Make  the  term  sufficiently  long  and  the  wages  such 
that  young  people  can  afford  to  enter  the  profession  of  teaching  as 
a  life  work.  If  such  inducements  are  not  granted,  our  schools 
will  forever  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  novice.  Our  rural  districts 
need  to  establish  a  svstern  of  advanced  schools.     Because  of  better 
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facilities,  the  farmers  are  moviiig  to  town  to  educate  their  children. 
To  leave  the  farm  where  nature  provides  in  its  purity,  health  and 
vigor,  pleasures  and  work,  for  the  crowded  city,  with  its  free,  un- 
natural, unnecessary  allurements,  enticing  the  child  from  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  came,  is  a  mistake.  Better  stay  with  the  farm; 
keep  the  boys  and  girls  there,  and  bring  the  needed  schools  to  the 
country. 

Rural  High  Schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  1902,  we  had  two  rural  high 
schools.  At  the  close  of  1903,  we  had  five  such  schools.  They  have 
been  well  attended  and  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  With  one 
exception,  college  graduates  have  been  at  the  head  of  them.  The 
exception  was  the  equal  of  the  college  man.  We  hope  by  another 
year  to  see  the  rural  high  school  in  all  parts  of  our  county. 

Institutes. 

Our  county  institute  has  never  been  excelled.  The  music,  the 
instruction,  the  attendance,  the  interest  and  the  patronage  of  the 
public  could  not  have  been  better.  The  order  during  the  entire  ses- 
sion was  fine.  The  work  had  telling  effect  in  the  schools.  They 
grew  better  from  the  institute  to  the  end  of  the  term. 

Local  institutes  were  numerous  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  In 
many  instances  patrons  and  directors  took  an  active  part  in  carrying 
out  the  program.  Such  manifested  interest  always  draws  a  full 
house,  and  all  went  away  benefited. 

Directors. 

Washington  county  has  406  directors.  Beallsville  has  the  honor 
of  one  lady  director,Mrs.  Mary  E.  Flick.  The  boards  almost  univer- 
sally are  composed  of  representative  men.  They  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  schools,  are  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  good 
teachers,  and  are  gradually  increasing  the  wages  where  teachers 
show  a  willingness  to  do  first  class  work. 

The  Directors'  Convention  during  the  week  of  the  institute  was 
largely  attended.  The  program  was  carried  through,  and  many 
were  the  animated  discussions  which  proved  profitable,  with  many 
suggestions  for  mental  consideration.  Many  more  of  the  400 
should  have  been  present.  We  had  hoped  the  day  would  come 
when  directors  would  be  allowed  expenses  for  attending  the  con- 
vention. Our  hopes  have  been  realized,  but  disappointed  in  the 
law  not  allowing  the  convention  to  be  held  the  week  of  the  county  in- 
stitute. Nevertheless  we  anticipate  a  large  attendance  the  next 
convention. 

11— 5— 1903 
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Summary. 

We  suggested  the  following  innovation  which  teachers  generally 
observed. 

1st.  Directors'  Faculty  Day,  October  25. 

2d.  Autumn  Parents'  Day,  November  21. 

3d.  Autumn  Arbor  Day,  November  21. 

4th.  Spring  Parents'  Day,  February  20. 

5th.  Seed  Day,  March  20. 

A  program  suitable  for  the  occasion  was  prepared  for  February 
Parents'  Day,  and  also  Seed  Day.  Parents'  Day  was  devoted  en- 
tirely to  the  study  of  Washington.  The  questions  prepared  by  the 
county  superintendent  in  history,  geography,  grammar,  spelling 
arithmetic,  spelling,  etc.,  had  one  thought  only,  that  was  Washing- 
ton. The  same  idea  was  followed  in  Seed  Day.  The  object  in  this 
day  was  to  awaken  more  interest  in  nature  work.  Its  introduction 
was  new.     Yet  man}'  observed  it  and  profited  thereby. 

For  us  it  has  been  a  busy  year.  We  greatly  enjoyed  the  work,  and 
wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  directors,  patrons  and  friends  and 
the  teachers  for  their  co-operation  in  advancing  the  schools  and 
making  them  profitable  to  the  children  and  all  interested.  We  owe 
much  to  the  press  and  the  Department  for  their  encouragement  and 
the  aid  they  gave  us  in  interesting  the  people  and  furthering  the 
cause  of  education.  We  feel  our  schools  have  made  progress  and 
closed  with  profit  to  all  interested. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  L.  Hower. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  faithful  work  and  reasonable  pro- 
gress. In  school  work  too  radical  changes  are  often  detrimental. 
Substantial  development  is  always  the  result  of  slow,  systematic 
growth.  The  standard  of  qualifications  has  been  gradually  raised, 
the  methods  of  teaching  have  been  improved,  and  more  is  expected 
and  done  by  our  teachers  each  year.  This  has  required  time,  labor 
and  patience,  but  the  results  justify  the  expenditure  of  effort.  But 
we  still  feel  the  need  of  more  experienced,  well-qualified  teachers. 
Fifty-three  of  the  two  hundred-fifty  teachers  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience ;  last  year,  fifty-one,  and  the  year  before,  forty-eight.  This 
shows  the  drift  of  matters  in  this  county.     It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
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that  the  new  minimum  salary  bill  will  hold  more  of  the  good  teach- 
ers, and  induce  others  of  desirable  quality  to  enter  the  profession. 
No  one  blames  an  energetic  teacher  for  leaving  the  work  when  so 
many  of  our  teachers  receive  less  than  twenty-eight  dollars  a  month 
for  seven  months  of  the  year.  But  the  teachers  should  put  forth 
extra  efforts  under  existing  circumstances,  and  prove  by  their  quali- 
fications and  work  in  the  school  room  that  they  are  worthy  of  bet- 
ter pay.  It  is  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  best  work  can  be  done 
by  teachers  who  have  not  had  any  professional  training.  It  is  not 
always  an  evidence  of  fitness  to  be  a  graduate  of  a  college  or  a  Nor- 
mal school,  but  this  additional  preparation  does  tell  in  nearly  every 
instance.  One  of  our  worst  failures  was  made  by  a  Normal  grad- 
uate, while  some  of  our  most  efficient  work  was  done  by  teachers 
who  hold  provisional  certificates.  But  better  work  will  still  be 
done  if  the  teachers  knew  more  about  better  methods  of  teaching 
and  had  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught.  Di- 
rectors are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  for  next  year, 
and  indications  are  that  there  will  not  be  enough  to  fill  our  schools. 
The  probabilities  are  that  special  examinations  must  be  given  and 
certificates  issued  to  persons  who  are  not  worthy.  Next  year  condi- 
tions will  be  changed,  for  we  can  then  afford  to  secure  teachers  from 
other  counties. 

Many  books  were  added  to  the  public  school  libraries  throughout 
the  county.  The  teachers  and  pupils  are  doing  more  comprehensive 
reading  than  ever  before,  and  much  pleasure  and  mental  growth  will 
be  enjoyed  by  those  who  thus  secure  the  privileges  of  these  libraries. 
The  fine  work  done  in  the  classics  assigned  is  particularly  pleasing. 
Yet  there  are  some  teachers  who  read  only  several  short  poems  dur- 
ing the  year.  How  can  such  teachers  lead  and  direct  the  suitable 
reading  of  children? 

Many  of  the  school  grounds  have  been  improved,  and  some  rooms 
have  added  pictures  and  other  decorations  during  the  year.  There 
is  room  for  much  improvement  along  these  lines.  We  still  have 
more  than  forty  poor  school  houses  in  the  county,  some  of  which  are 
unfit  for  use.  Two  houses  in  the  same  township  still  retain  the  old 
wooden  desks,  uncomfortable  and  untidy. 

Much  interest  was  shown  in  the  educational  meeting  during  the 
year.  Excellent  institutes  were  held  at  a  number  of  places.  The 
six  township  high  schools  have  been  doing  good  work,  especially 
those  in  Damascus  and  Dreher.  A  new  course  was  adopted  in  Le- 
high township,  and  courses  for  the  whole  township  were  adopted  in 
Damascus  and  Mount  Pleasant  townships.  On  account  of  the  in- 
creased demands,  additions  were  added  to  the  buildings  at  New- 
foundland and  Gouldsboro.  There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor 
of  township  high  schools,  but  too  many  of  the  people  seem  to  be 
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afraid  that  there  will  be  an  additional  expense.  The  excellence  of 
the  schools  already  organized,  and  the  great  encouragement  given 
by  the  extra  State  appropriation  are  reasons  sufficient  to  prove  the 
wisdom  of  the  change.  The  teachers  and  directors  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant township  held  monthly  meetings  during  the  winter.  The  per- 
centage  of  attendance  in  several  districts  was  very  low,  as  in  some 
districts  very  little  effort  was  made  to  enforce  the  compulsory 
school  law.  The  board  of  Paupack  township  has  provided  flags  and 
suitable  poles  for  all  the  schools.  Outline  maps  and  other  appa- 
ratus were  added  in  some  districts. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held 
the  week  beginning  November  10.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry 
E.  Pattengill,  Dr.  Edward  F.  Bigelow,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  and  John 
T.  Watkins.  The  evening  entertainments  were  furnished  by  Ur. 
Bigelow,  Rogers-Grilley,  Brockway  Grand  Concert  Company,  and 
Hon.  Fred.  Ikeler. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  my  co-laborers  for  the  many 
favors  shown,  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and 
patrons,  and  to  the  public  press  for  many  courtesies. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNT— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


The  schools  of  this  county  have  done  well  during  the  year  just 
closed.  Our  report  for  last  y<^ar.  with  slight  variation  of  the  figures, 
seems  to  be  about  what  should  be  given  this  year.  Therefore,  for 
reasons,  we  will  use  in  some  places  the  same  form,  making  the  neces- 
sary changes  in  the  figures.  All  changes  indicate  advancement,  ex- 
cept that  relating  to  the  work  of  the  superintendent,  which  owing 
to  family  and  personal  sickness,  was  not  up  to  the  standard  of  last 
year. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  teachers  were  scarce,  fewer  inex- 
perienced teachers  taught  in  this  county  last  year,  than  showed  in 
our  report  for  the  previous  year.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  fact, 
that  in  many  of  the  districts  the  average  salaries  were  increased 
about  five  dollars  per  month.  This  act  of  good  judgment  upon  the 
part  of  many  boards  of  directors,  not  only  retained  our  best  teachers, 
but  brought  many  good  ones  from  counties  where  lower  salaries 
were  paid.  However  there  was  an  element  of  weakness  in  our  teach- 
ing force,  which  seemed  to  be  unavoidable.  Too  many  young  teach- 
ers were  employed.     We  mean  teachers  having  no  experience,  and 
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but  slightly  over  seventeen  years  of  age.  Children  should  go  to 
school  rather  than  teach.  It  would  be  better  for  the  schools  and 
much  to  the  mental  and  physical  advantage  of  this  class  of  teachers. 
It  is  our  judgment,  that,  as  a  rule  no  person  under  eighteen  years 
of  age  should  be  permitted  to  act  as  regular  teacher  in  any  school; 
nevertheless  if  older  ones  cannot  be  secured,  after  proper  effort  has 
been  made,  the  next  best  thing  must  be  done. 

As  an  indication  of  the  high  standard  of  qualifications  of  our 
teachers,  the  following  figures  will  illustrate.  Of  the  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two  different  teachers  who  taught  in  this  county  last 
year,  not  including  Greensburg  and  Jeanette,  thirty-two  were  col- 
lege graduates,  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  held  Normal  school 
diplomas,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  held  permanent  certificates  and 
thirty-seven,  professional  certificates,  while  three  hundred  and 
forty-seven  had  five,  or  more  years  experience.  Scholarship  and  ex- 
perience do  not  always  indicate  the  successful  teacher,  but  so  essen- 
tial are  they,  to  all  true  success,  that  directors  must  make  it  a  gen- 
eral rule,  that  those  employed,  lacking  these  qualifications,  are  but 
an  experiment  and  much  more  likely  to  fail,  than  to  succeed.  The 
experienced  teacher,  other  things  being  equal,  should  always  be  first 
in  demand.  Directors  should  make  another  general  rule;  a  teacher 
should  never  be  discarded,  who  is  doing  successful  work.  The  teach- 
er's position  should  be  as  secure,  as  that  of  any  other  employe. 
When  vacation  time  comes  the  teacher  should  feel  that  his,  or  her 
election  is  sure,  unless  the  board,  for  a  good  cause,  declares  other- 
wise. Permanency  in  teachers'  positions  will  insure  better  work 
in  every  particular.  We  are  glad  to  report  a  great  advance  along 
this  line  in  the  best  schools  of  the  county  and  hope  for  further  im- 
provement. This  can  be  hastened  by  the  teachers  themselves.  It 
is  not  uncommon  for  some  teachers  to  apply  for  a  school  in  several 
districts  during  the  same  year.  They  want  the  best  salaries  that 
can  be  secured,  no  matter  to  what  inconvenience  school  boards,  or 
schools  may  be  put.  They  will  without  sufficient  notice  to  the  school 
board,  and  often  without  giving  satisfactory  reasons  for  so  doing, 
resign  and  go  to  teach  elsewhere.  This  is  a  kind  of  selfishness  that 
should  not  be  indulged  in  by  teachers.  We  are  not  opposed  to  their 
bettering  their  financial  condition,  but  denounce  most  strenuously 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  sometimes  accomplished. 

Salaries  and  Term. 

As  stated  before  most  all  of  the  districts  increased  the  monthly 
pay  of  their  teachers  thus  making  our  county  rank  among  the  very 
first  so  far  as  salaries  are  concerned.     A  few  districts  increased 
their  annual  term,  but  these  were  so  small  in  number  that  in  the  ag- 
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gregate  we  rank  very  little  higher  than  we  did  last  year.  Our  rank 
then  was  thirty-four  (34),  a  position  of  which  we  are  not  proud.  There 
are  very  few  districts  which  should  not  have  at  least  eight  months. 
As  stated  in  our  former  report  the  children,  the  great  majority  of 
them  leave  school  at  a  very  early  age,  just  so  soon  as  the  compulsory 
law  will  permit,  and  unless  they  have  the  advantage  of  a  long  term 
they  go  out  to  fight  life's  battle  poorly  equipped  so  far  as  scholar- 
ship is  concerned.  We  hope  for  improvement  in  the  length  of  our 
school  term,  but  it  seems  our  growth  in  this  particular  is  much 
slower  than  in  any  other. 

Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Thirteen  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  a  large  num- 
ber repaired.  All  houses  erected  were  of  the  best  and  most  modern 
type.  They  were  furnished  with  the  best  furniture,  mostly  with 
single  desks,  a  great  improvement  over  the  double  desks.  In  a  large 
number  of  houses,  old  blackboards  were  replaced  by  natural  slate 
ones,  an  example  that  should  be  followed  wherever  new  boards  are 
needed. 

In  a  number  of  districts  the  school  grounds  were  graded  and 
beautified  to  some  extent.  This  we  are  glad  to  note  for  the  reason 
that  it  will  stimulate  others  to  begin  the  good  work.  If  directors 
would  but  consider  the  good  done  to  the  pupils  by  their  contact  with 
beautiful  and  healthful  surroundings  it  would  be  but  a  few  years 
until  school  grounds  would  correspond  with  school  buildings. 

Institutes. 

Local  institues  were  almost  universal  throughout  the  county.  In 
a  number  of  districts  they  were  compulsory,  the  teachers  being  fined 
if  they  did  not  attend  and  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  program. 
Of  course  a  reasonable  excuse  would  always  remit  the  fine.  While 
there  may  be  objections  to  this  compulsory  feature,  we  believe  that 
it  has  more  things  to  commend  than  to  condemn.  It  insures  a  large 
attendance  of  the  teachers.  It  stimulates  those  upon  the  program 
to  prepare  themselves  for  whatever  work  they  have  to  do,  and  it 
brings  to  the  institute  all  the  timid  teachers  who  would  otherwise 
stay  away.  The  local  institute  is  an  educational  institution  that 
should  always  be  encouraged  both  by  directors  and  patrons  and 
when  teachers  lack  interest  enough  to  hold  them  voluntarily,  there 
should  be  some  form  of  compulsion. 

The  county  institute  was  never  better.  There  was  not  a  disap- 
pointment anywhere.  A  number  of  new  men  occupied  the  platform 
but  they  were  up  to  the  standard  of  those  who  had  been  with  us  on 
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former  occasions.  All  the  instruction  was  practical  and  of  a  high 
order.  Much  of  it  was  along  new  lines  and  therefore  especially 
interesting.  This  is  particularly  true  of  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris.  He  made 
some  very  radical  statements  about  what  should  be  taught  in  arith- 
metic and  grammar  and  gave  good  reasons  for  so  thinking.  His 
hearers  did  not  always  agree,  but  they  always  respected  his  opinion 
and  never  tired  of  his  enthusiastic  addresses.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer 
was  at  his  best  and  gave  a  number  of  most  highly  instructive  ad- 
dresses along  the  line  of  the  development  of  the  public  school  sys- 
tem of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  F. 
H.  Green  and  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss  completed  the  list  of  day  instruct- 
ors, exclusive  of  the  music  director.  No  commendation  of  ours 
would  add  to  the  fame  of  any  of  the  persons  mentioned.  Most  of  them 
have  been  instructors  in  almost  every  county  in  the  State.  They 
stand  the  equal,  if  not  unrivaled  in  this  particular  held  of  work  in 
education.  Prof.  Jerry  March  was  the  music  director.  Never  did 
our  teachers  sing  so  well  as  they  did  for  Prof.  March.  They  could 
not  help  it.,  so  contagious  is  the  enthusiasm  of  this  most  excellent 
leader  that  one  must  either  sing  or  leave  the  house.  Miss  Josephine 
St.  Peter,  as  soloist  did  first  class  work.  C.  Normal  Hassler  also 
did  some  fine  solo  work.  Miss  Bess  E.  Hammond  again  presided  at 
the  piano  to  the  delight  of  everybody.  As  lecturers  we  had  Dr.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  Russell,  H.  Conwell,  Senator  John  P.  Dolliver 
and  H.  Spillman  Riggs.  The  concert  was  given  by  the  Lotus  Glee 
Club.  All  these  entertainments  were  of  the  highest  order  and  sat- 
isfactory to  all  who  heard  them. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  during  its  two  days' 
session  by  directors  from  a  majority  of  the  districts.  Quite  a  num- 
ber however  of  those  whose  names  were  on  the  program  were  ab- 
sent, thus  preventing  as  full  a  discussion  of  some  of  the  topics  as 
has  been  the  case  on  former  occasions.  This  unfortunate  feature 
was  offset  somewhat  by  several  of  the  day  instructors  attending  the 
convention  and  making  excellent  addresses.  Notwithstanding  there 
was  no  lack  of  speech  making,  the  spirited  discussions  by  the  di- 
rectors themselves  was  not  quite  up  to  the  standing  of  former  oc- 
casions. The  principal  official  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
Leighty  Steen,  Belle  Vernon,  president;  J.  Q.  Truxal,  Greensburg, 
secretary;  John  D.  Miller,  Greensburg,  treasurer. 

Personal. 

During  the  year  we  held  thirty  public  examinations  for  teachers 
and  fourteen  private  ones.     We  also  held  fourteen  public  examina- 
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tions  for  pupils  completing  the  work  required  by  the  county  course 
of  study.  In  these  examinations  661  persons  were  examined  for 
license  to  teach  and  some  200  for  graduation.  We  made  505  official 
visits  to  the  schools  throughout  the  county  and  attended  twenty  edu- 
cational meetings  taking  part  in  each  one.  We  attended  to  or  had 
performed  by  deputy  all  necessary  office  work  which  requires  fully 
one-third  of  the  time  of  the  superintendent.  In  all  our  work  we 
continue  to  have  the  hearty  support  and  co-operation  of  directors, 
teachers,  pupils,  patrons,  the  county  press  and  Educational  Depart- 
ment at  Harrisburg,  for  which  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  educa- 
tional affairs  of  Wyoming  county  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1903, 
for  your  consideration.  The  year  has  been  one  of  almost  uninter- 
rupted prosperity;  the  officers  and  teachers  have,  with  few  excep- 
tions, performed  their  varied  duties  with  faithfulness  and  success; 
the  pupils  have  been  mindful,  to  a  goodly  degree,  of  their  oppor- 
tunities, and  the  general  health  of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of 
small-pox,  which  broke  out  in  Nicholson  and  Noxen  townships  and 
scarlet  fever  in  Mehoopany,  Independent  district  (no  deaths  oc- 
curred) has  been  continuously  good. 

There  is  a  lacking  of  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the 
school.  The  average  parent  knows  too  little  about  what  is  being 
done  in  the  schools.  The  proper  bringing  up  of  children  is  not  a 
mere  haphazard  process,  but  it  is  something  to  be  a  prime  care  in 
life.  Much  can  be  done  by  teachers  and  parents  getting  together — 
not  in  formal  ways — but  familiarly  so  as  to  understand  each  other's 
points  of  view.  Teachers  cannot  of  course  be  officious,  but  they 
should  not  hesitate  to  make  it  plain  to  parents  that  it  is  the  home 
and  not  the  school  altogether  which  has  the  immediate  responsi- 
bility of  the  education  of  the  children  and  that  this  responsibility 
must  not  be  shifted. 

On  November  1,  I  mailed  a  circular  letter  to  each  teacher  of  the 
county,  recommending  and  appointing  Wednesday  or  Friday,  No- 
vember 26th  or  29th,  1902,  to  be  known  and  observed  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  as  patrons'  and  visitors'  day.  As  a  result,  there  were 
1,210  visitors  present  on  visitors'  day.  This  was  the  fifth  annual 
observance  of  the  day  and  the  total  visits  therefor  is  0,091. 
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Eleven  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  and  145  ap- 
plicants examined.  Of  this  number  twenty-two  were  rejected,  leav- 
ing only  a  few  more  than  were  necessary  to  fill  the  schools.  There 
are  in  the  county  111  school  houses,  containing  155  rooms,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  5,482  pupils. 

Interesting  graduation  exercises  were  held  in  Tunkhannock,  Mes- 
hoppen,  Laceyville,  Nicholson,  Factoryville  and  Beaumont.  Those 
receiving  diplomas  from  Tunkhannock  High  School  were,  viz:  Ray 
Hulbirst,  Lovelton;  Eddie  Calahan,  Frank  Leighton,  Fannie  Stark, 
Ruth  Broughton,  Hellen  Terry,  John  Overfield,  Eva  Flickner,  Del- 
mar  Stocker,  and  Angie  Burgess,  Tunkhannock;  from  Meshoppen 
High  School,  viz:  Burt  C.  Roberts,  Henry  Fassett.  Rodney  Banna- 
tyne,  Pearl  Maude  Jayne,  Robert  J.  Myers,  Clarence  Bunnell,  of 
Meshoppen;  Daisy  Mae  Dean,  Jersey  Hill,  Lola  Belle  Green,  Retta, 
Mabel  Clayton,  Vose,  and  Nellie  Euphamie  Settser,  Lynn;  from 
Laceyville  High  School,  viz:  Ethel  A.  Christian,  Nellie  E.  Griffin, 
Hattie  E.  Hastings,  Rose  E.  Rainey,  J.  Stuart  Gaul,  George  L.  Lott, 
and  Henry  Smith  of  Laceyville;  Minnie  E.  Bunnell  and  Scoville  Swan 
of  Skinners  Eddy;  from  Nicholson  Graded  School,  viz:  Pearl  Mc- 
Keeby,  Ella  Goff,  Nellie  M.  Shaw,  Eula  Pardee,  Nellie  M.  Stephens 
and  Walter  P.  Hoppe  of  Nicholson,  and  Agnes  Rhodes,  Marcy;  from 
Factoryville  Graded  School,  viz:  Bennie  Reynolds,  Allan  Fitch, 
Vivian  Fitch,  Blanche  Hellar,  May  Wright  and  Bessie  Darrow  of 
Factoryville;  from  Beaumont  High  School,  viz:  Daniel  Morgan, 
Ray  Worden,  Lawrence  B.  Hilbirt,  Mary  Morgan,  Gertrude  Morgan, 
Ruth  Clark.  Myrtie  Antonson,  Julia  Dimmick  and  Maud  Hilbirt  of 
Beaumont,  and  Vivian  Patterson,  East  Lemon,  and  Lewis  Doll  of 
Evans  Falls. 

The  graded  course  of  study  introduced  five  years  ago  has  done 
much  to  place  our  schools  on  a  higher  educational  plane,  but  much 
remains  yet  to  be  done  in  order  that  the  best  possible  results  may  be 
attained.  The  only  districts  not  having  adopted  the  county  course 
and  in  which  I  would  recommend  its  adoption  are  Clinton,  Exeter 
and  Mehoopany  townships  and  Northumberland,  Eaton  and  La- 
grange, Independent  districts,  including  but  thirteen  schools. 

County  diplomas  admitting  their  holders  to  the  high  school  de- 
partment of  the  Tunkhannock  borough  schools  without  examina- 
tion, were  received  by  the  following  persons  after  passing  satis- 
factory examinations,  viz:  Archie  Evans,  Jenks;  Mabel  Heightzman, 
Ward  Young,  Centremoreland;  Agnes  DeWolf,  Ada  Comstock,  Lov- 
elton; Ethel  Vosburg,  Calvin  Robinson,  Forkston;  Lou  Taylor,  Lock- 
ville;  Addie  Lyman,  Avery. 

Class  Day  Exercises  of  Tunkhannock  High  School  were  appro- 
priately observed  in  Piatt's  Opera  House  on  Friday,  June  5.  This 
being  the  only  school  in  the  county  having  exercises  of  the  kind.     I 
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submit  programme:  Class  Motto:  Vincit  qui  fatitur.  Salutatory — 
Angie  Burgess;  Class  History — Charles  Overfield;  Music;  Class  Ode 
— Hellen  Day  Terry;  Class  Prophecy — Johu  B.  Overfield;  Music; 
Class  Oration — E.  Ray  Hulbirt;  Music;  Presentation  Oration — 
Frank  T.  Leighton;  Response — Eva  Lois  Flickner;  Music;  Class  Will 
— Fannie  Elizabeth  Stark;  Charge  to  Juniors — Edward  J.  Calahan; 
Master  of  Ceremonies — Delrnar  H.  Stocker;  President — Charles  A. 
Overfield;  Secretary — Fannie  Elizabeth  Stark;  Treasurer — John  B. 
Overfield;  Committee  on  Arrangements — Frank  T.  Leighton,  Hel- 
len Day  Terry.  Delmar  H.  Stocker,  Angie  Burgess,  Fannie  Elizabeth 
Stark. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  court 
house,  Tunkhannock.  December  8th  to  12th,  1902.  All  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county  were  present  except  four.  Instruction  was 
given  by  Drs.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  A.  B.  Van  Or- 
mer.  J.  P.  Welch,  Andrew  Thomas  Smith  and  Profs.  George  P.  Bible, 
Fred.  High,  and  Miss  Ida  Strawn;  Miss  Frank  Huntley  served  as  con- 
ductor of  music  and  soloist  and  Miss  Nellie  Huntley  as  pianist. 
Trombone  soloist,  Mark  C.  James;  Reader,  Miss  Josephine  L.  Jayne. 

The  sessions  were  largely  attended  by  patrons  and  citizens  and 
young  people  from  all  over  the  county.  The  people  seem  to  manifest 
more  interest  in  education  every  year.  The  buildings  in  which  the 
institute  and  commencement  exercises  were  held  were  too  small  to 
accommodate  the  crowds  that  were  in  attendance. 

Evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Prof.  Fred.  High  and  The 
American  Vitagraph  Company;  William  Hawley  Smith  delivered  a 
lecture  on  "We,  the  People,"  and  Capt.  Richard  P.  Hobson  addressed 
a  large  audience  on  "The  United  States  as  a  World  Power."  All  of 
the  evening  entertainments  were  well  patronized  by  our  people. 

A  systematic  reading  course  was  suggested  and  the  books  adopted 
by  the  institute  were  as  follows:  Classics — "Merchant  of  Venice," 
"Longfellow's  Evangeline,"  Essays  from  "Irving's  Sketch  Book" 
and  Emerson's  "American  Scholar,"  "Jean  Mitchell's  School," 
"Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think,"  Smith's  "The  Teaching  of  Ele- 
mentary Mathematics"  and  Bate's  "Talks  on  the  Study  of  Litera- 
ture." 

Several  of  the  graded  schools  of  which  Tunkhannock  borough  was 
the  first,  have  adopted  "The  Penny  Provident  Savings  Bank."  Every 
Monday  morning  at  roll-call,  give  the  pupils  in  each  room  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  deposits  of  amounts  from  one  cent  upwards.  The 
pupil  should  be  given  credit  and  the  amounts  placed  in  a  bank.  As 
soon  as  a  pupil  has  deposited  ?3  or  more,  the  bank  should  give  him 
a  certificate  of  deposit  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  agreed  upon  if  de- 
posit is  left  at  bank  for  one  year.  The  principal  or  teachers  should 
not  be  privileged  to  withdraw  the  deposits  from  the  bank  without 
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the  signature  of  the  pupil.  Pupils  may  with  wisdom  become  de- 
positors though  they  deposit  but  a  cent  at  a  time.  Cents  grow  into 
dollars.  However,  the  chief  object  of  this  plan  is  not  simply  to  save 
money,  but  to  establish  and  develop  habits  of  thrift,  honesty  and 
self  responsibility;  to  guard  against  waste,  intemperance  and  other 
vices  resulting  from  careless  extravagance  with  money  and  ignor- 
ance of  its  accumulative  power.  That  these  objects  may  be  properly 
accomplished  it  is  necessary  that  the  true  purpose  and  advantage 
of  early  saving  be  impressed  upon  the  pupils,  that  with  the  growth  of 
the  money  the  more  receptive  minds,  at  least,  may  be  taught  its 
value  as  a  comfort  factor,  its  waste  as  a  frequent  harbinger  of  woe, 
and  its  possession  as  a  power  for  good. 

The  third  annual  banquet  of  the  Meshoppen  High  School  Alumnae 
Association  was  held  at  Mrs.  W.  W.  Woodward's  on  Friday  evening, 
May  8,  1903.  There  are  about  sixty  alumnae  of  this  school.  The 
first  class  was  graduated  in  1891.  Toasts — T.  Lewis  Sturdevant; 
Toastmaster — "Our  Aim,"  Francis  Kintner;  "Something  Different," 
Kay  Sherwood;  "The  Practical  Theorist,"  Everett  Harding;  "Our 
Joys  and  Our  Sorrows,"  Tressa  Mulligan;  "Class  of  1903,"  M.  C. 
James;  "Knocks  and  Kicks,"  Randall  Bannatyne;  "Recollections," 
Myrtle  Jayne;  "Happy  Thoughts,"  Arden  Tewksbury;  "Our  Alma 
Mater,"  Kate  Bunnell;  "E.  Pluribus  Unum,"  F.  H.  Jarvis.  The 
menu  was  excellent  and  served  in  appropriate  style. 

The  seventh  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  con- 
vened on  Thursday  of  Institute  week.  The  meeting  was  well  attend- 
ed by  the  directors  of  the  different  districts,  and  many  questions  of 
importance  were  thoroughly  discussed.  It  has  been  very  gratifying 
to  have  noticed  the  constant  growth  in  attendance  and  increase  in 
interest  in  this  organization. 

On  September  9,  1902,  several  taxpayers  of  Laceyville  petitioned 
the  court  for  a  borough.  On  November  20,  following,  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  was  granted  creating  the  borough  of  Laceyville. 
This  added  one  more  to  the  former  number  of  school  districts,  mak- 
ing in  all  thirty-two. 

The  annual  catalogue,  1903-1904,  of  Nicholson  High  School  was 
put  out  by  the  school  board.  The  job  of  printing,  neat  and  tastily 
done,  was  from  the  Nicholson  Examiner  Press,  April.  1902.  The 
move  shows  enterprise  on  the  part  of  their  directors. 

The  bill  introduced  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Snyder  of  Schuylkill  coun- 
ty, providing  for  regulating  the  minimum  rate  of  salary  of  teachers 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  created  a  good  deal  of 
commotion  before  it  became  a  law.  The  law,  which  takes  effect  on 
the  first  Monday  of  June,  1904.  provides  that  the  minimum  salary  for 
school  teachers  shall  not  be  less  than  $35  per  month,  and  that  dis- 
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tricts  failing  to  obey  this  provision  shall  be  deprived  of  participa- 
tion in  the  State  appropriation. 

The  bill  was  undoubtedly  based  upon  and  was  probably  inspired 
by  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
which  attention  was  called  repeatedly  to  the  scandalously  inade- 
quate  pay  of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  in  many  Pennsylvania 
counties.  It  was  urged  as  one  of  the  wrongs  complained  of,  that  in 
many  school  districts  in  the  State,  no  tax  for  school  purposes  was 
levied  or  collected,  and  that  the  only  support  the  schools  received 
was  the  State  appropriation.  It  evidently  never  was  intended  that 
any  of  the  schools  should  be  supported  wholly  by  State  aid.  The 
idea  of  a  large  appropriation  as  I  understand  it,  was  that  better 
schools  might  be  possible,  and  not  that  the  citizens  might  escape  all 
taxation  for  school  purposes. 

Pennsylvania  gives  its  public  schools  larger  appropriations  out  of 
the  State  Treasury  than  does  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  We 
boast  of  this,  and  it  is  naturally  inferred  that  this  liberality  makes 
our  schools  superior  to  those  of  other  States,  and  yet  there  are  few 
if  any  states  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  that  pay  the  public 
school  teachers  as  poorly  as  does  this  great  State. 

These  are  some  of  the  conditions  which  evidently  prompted  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  show  such  great  anxiety  to 
have  a  minimum  salary  law  enacted.  I  have  always  advocated  pri- 
vately and  publicly,  that  to  employ  a  teacher  whose  services  were 
not  worth  $30  per  month  and  for  a  term  of  less  than  eight  months 
was  not  giving  the  children  what  their  interests  deserved. 

The  demands  of  the  teaching  profession  have  increased,  teachers 
aspirations  for  culture  have  grown,  the  cost  of  living  has  become 
greater,  the  preparation  demanded  of  teachers  is  longer  and  more 
expensive.  The  school  system  is  becoming  a  more  complex  institu- 
tion. Educational  questions  are  of  deeper  and  more  general  in- 
terest. Departments  of  pedagogy  have  been  established  in  univer- 
sities, and  a  vast  deal  of  thought  and  energy  is  being  directed  to- 
wards the  betterment  of  schools. 

The  schools  have  become  more  and  more  expensive  and  no  Ameri- 
can grudges  outlay  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Is  it  or  is  it  not  true  that,  as  a  matter  of  common  decency,  teach- 
ers salaries  should  be  raised?  Is  it  true  that  the  pay  of  the  teacher 
is  relatively  so  far  below  all  other  persons  as  to  make  it  ridiculous? 
That  the  postman,  the  policeman,  the  fireman,  the  nurses,  the  dress- 
makers, the  milliners,  the  expert  typewriter  and  about  everybody 
else,  gets  more  and  that  no  one  of  them  requires  as  much  natural 
talent,  as  expensive  or  extensive  preparation? 

I  regret  that  the  law  will  burden  the  taxpayers  of  some  of  the  dis- 
trict's of  this  county.     I  believe  that  we  may  look  forward  to  the 
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lime  when  another  law  will  be  made  raising  the  standard  of  mini- 
mum qualifications  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  The  wide  awake  will 
take  time  by  the  forelock  and  secure  necessary  preparation. 

Many  teachers  and  young  men  and  young  ladies  of  our  county  are 
already  grasping  this  idea  in  a  telling  manner. 

The  angel  of  death  visited  us,  taking  away  two  of  our  beloved 
teachers,  Mrs.  Thomas  Fassett  White  of  Meshoppen  and  Miss  liessie 
Burgess  of  North  Branch  township.  Their  funerals  were  largely 
attended,  as  they  were  held  in  the  highest  esteem  as  persons  of  un- 
alloyed Christian  character  by  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  who 
with  their  parents  and  friends  deeply  mourned  their  departure. 

The  practice  of  consolidating  small  schools  and  transporting  the 
more  distant  pupils  to  a  central,  usually  ungraded,  school  at  the 
public  expense  has  been  resorted  to  in  the  following  states-  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent:  Connecticut,  Florida,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  South  Dakota,  Vermont  and  Wisconsin. 

Facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  remarks  of  State  Superin- 
tendents of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  consolidation  and  transportation,  in  spite  of  their  great 
and  undoubted  advantages,  have  been  put  into  practice  as  yet  only 
in  a  very  limited  degree  even  in  those  states  where  the  most  pro- 
gress in  this  direction  has  been  made,  and  that  their  future  general 
adoption  is  uncertain.  It  is  probable  that  the  various  objections 
and  obstacles  to  this  plan  for  improved  schools  which  have  been 
heretofore  rehearsed,  have  in  practice  more  than  outweighed  its 
manifest  benefits,  except  in  cases  where  the  diligence  of  school  offi- 
cials and  an  advanced  public  opinion  have  combined  to  prevail  over 
obstacles  and  inaugurate  a  more  efficient  system  of  rural  schools. 

Our  State  law  (dating  from  181*7)  authorizes  directors  to  provide 
transportation  for  the  children  at  the  public  expense  to  and  from 
any  school  of  their  own  districts  or  of  a  neighboring  district;  but 
only  for  pupils  of  schools  that  have  been  closed  by  reason  of  small 
attendance,  and  who  will  have  a  greater  distance  to  travel  thau  be- 
fore, and  with  the  proviso  that  the  cost  of  transportation  per  pupil 
shall  not  exceed  the  cost  of  the  schools  so  closed.  No  school  official 
may  be  a  party  to  any  contract  for  conveying  children. 

An  act  of  1901  requires  township  boards,  upon  petition  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  representing  one-fourth  the  assessed  valua- 
tion, to  submit  to  the  electors  the  question  of  township,  which  is 
carried  by  a  majority  vote.  A  graded  course  must  be  maintained 
in  centralized  townships,  and  a  high  school  course  of  not  less  than 
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two  years  is  authorized.  Transportation  must  be  furnished  all 
pupils  living  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  central 
building. 

There  is  a  loss  of  upwards  of  $50  in  the  State  appropriation  for 
every  school  which  is  closed.  So  far  as  the  reports  from  different 
parts  of  the  State  are  concerned,  the  act  of  April  25,  1901,  has  not 
borne  much  fruit  in  the  centralization  of  schools  in  country  districts, 
and  further  legislation  will  be  necessary  if  the  idea  is  ever  to  be 
generally  realized  in  sparsely  settled  districts  of  our  State. 

The  testimony  is  very  general  that  consolidation  results  in  im- 
proved schools,  and  is  well  nigh  unanimous  that  attendance  is  more 
regular. 

I  have  endeavored  to  know  the  exact  relations  to  every  feature  of 
my  work;  to  get  close  to  the  heart  of  every  situation;  to  take  a  ten- 
able position  on  all  debatable  questions  and  speak  plainly  without 
being  pugnacious;  to  be  loyal  to  the  decisions  of  those  in  authority; 
to  have  fixed  places  of  responsibility  and  have  that  responsibility 
met;  to  magnify  and  dignify  my  office;  and  with  the  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  citizens  as  my  full  corps  of  workers,  to  establish  rela- 
tions founded  upon  cordiality,  frankness,  plain  speech  and  sym- 
pathy. How  well  I  have  succeeded,  it  is  not  for  me  to  try  to  answer. 
1  am  conscious  of  mistakes,  but  in  my  future  educational  acts,  I  hope 
to  profit  to  the  benefit  of  the  school  interests  of  Wyoming  county. 

I  hereby  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  many  acts  of  kindness,  to  the  teachers  for  their  hearty  and 
unanimous  support  and  co-operation,  to  the  members  of  the  school 
boards  for  uniform  kindness  and  general  liberality  in  making  provi- 
sions for  the  needs  of  the  pupils  and  teachers,  and  to  the  public 
press  for  favorable  comment  on  the  works  of  the  schools  and  for 
hearty  support  of  the  measures  adopted  from  time  to  time  to  se- 
cure the  best  results. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  the  record  of  another  year  is  complete. 
In  it  we  find  failures  to  regret  and  successes  to  encourage.  May  the 
former  arouse  and  the  latter  cheer  us  to  renewed  effort  in  the  work 
before  us;  and  may  an  ever  gracious  Providence  vouchsafe  us,  as 
schools  and  as  families,  His  continuing  mercy  and  protection. 


YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


County  Institute. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  York  County  Institute  was 
held  in  the  York  High  School  Auditorium,  November  21th  to  28th, 


No.  5.  YORK  COUNTY.  175 

1902.  Of  the  six  hundred  forty-two  teachers  teaching  in  the  county 
and  city,  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  attended  the  institute. 

The  day  instructors  were:  Prof.  L.  M.  Sniff,  Angola,  Ind.;  Prof. 
P.  M.  Pearson,  Swarthmore,  Pa.;  Prof.  W.  H.  Elson,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  Dr.  J.  H.  Pair,  Columbia  University,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  B.  0.  Higley, 
Athens,  Ohio;  Prof.  G.  W.  Little,  Washington,  D.  C;  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte, 
Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Prof. 
George  Prowell,  Hanover,  Pa.;  Mr.  Fred.  High,  Dramatic  Reciter  and 
Entertainer,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Hon.  N.  0.  Schaeffer  made  the  opening  address  which  was  very 
encouraging  to  the  friends  of  education.  Mr.  High  as  an  enter- 
tainer, delighted  the  teachers.  Prof.  Sniff  discussed  Arithmetic; 
Prof.  Elson,  Astronomy  and  Civil  Government;  Dr.  Bair,  Psychol- 
ogy; Prof.  Pearson,  Literature;  Prof.  Higley,  History;  Prof.  Little, 
Drawing;  Drs.  Lyte  and  Eckels,  Pedagogy;  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of 
Philadelphia,  conducted  the  music. 

The  sessions  were  well  attended.  Several  times  during  the  week 
the  magnificent  auditorium  which  contains  1,012  chairs  on  the  first 
floor  and  608  on  the  balcony  was  filled  to  overflowing.  The  evening 
entertainments  were  as  follows:  H.  H.  Emmett,  Indian  Orator;  Mr. 
Fred.  High;  The  Swedish  Ladies'  Quintette;  Capt.  R.  P.  Hobson; 
Germanie,  the  Magician. 

Directors'  Session. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the 
Study  Hall  of  the  York  High  School  Building,  November  20,  1902, 
9.00  A.  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Supt.  D.  H.  Gardner.  Dr. 
J.  C.  Channel,  of  Wrightsville,  was  chosen  president  for  the  sixth 
time.  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Galbreath,  of  Peach  Bottom,  was  elected  sec- 
retary. This  was  a  very  interesting  session.  Questions  of  vital  in- 
terest to  schools  were  very  intelligently  discussed.  H.  C.  Brenne- 
man,  Esq.,  ex-county  superintendent,  very  fully  and  clearly  explained 
the  compulsory  school  law.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bair  of  Columbia  University, 
N.  Y.,  addressed  the  directors  on  the  subject  "The  Problem  of  Edu- 
cation." Dr.  Eckels  made  a  few  remarks  which  were  very  interest- 
ing. Mr.  W.  J.  Ritchie,  of  Peach  Bottom,  one  of  the  delegates  to 
meeting  of  directors  at  Harrisbuig,  made  a  very  satisfactory  re- 
port. 

The  following  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  As- 
sociation: Dr.  J.  Thomas  Galbreath,  Peach  Bottom;  B.  Frank  Beard, 
Wrightsville;  W.  H.  Gross,  Conewago;  S.  J.  Barnett,  Delta;  John 
W.  Little,  Penn. 
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Beading  Course. 

Our  teachers  appreciate  the  value  of  fresh  knowledge  and  con- 
tinue to  be  ardent  supporters  of  the  reading  course.  The  reading 
arranged  by  the  committee — The  Chautauqua  Course  to  be  the  major 
course  for  the  coining  year.  Supplementary  course — the  Art  of 
Teaching;  Great  American  Educators;  The  Story  of  the  English; 
Outlines  of  Literature;  Educational  Foundations. 

Local  Institutes. 

As  usual,  eight  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  and  practical  methods 
of  teaching,  as  well  as  other  features  of  school  work,  discussed.  At 
these  institutes  we  are  continually  reminded  that  the  method  has 
not  yet  been  discovered  and  that  good  methods  must  give  way  to 
the  better — that  the  progressive  teacher  is  constantly  enlarging  his 
mental  horizon  by  vigorous,  well-directed  work. 

Codorus  Township  High  School. 

This  is  the  only  township  high  school  in  the  county.  Last  term 
there  were  enrolled  thirty-two  males  and  ten  females.  Of  the  twelve 
studying  Greek,  four  were  in  Anabasis  and  two  in  Greek  prose.  Of 
The  thirty-nine  in  Latin,  four  were  in  Cicero  and  two  in  Latin  prose. 
Two  males  and  three  females  graduated.  Last  February  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  presented  the  school  with  about  $400  worth  of  ap- 
paratus for  the  laboratory.  Prof.  E.  M.  Stahl,  assisted  by  Mr.  E.  B. 
Newman,  are  doing  excellent  work. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year  thirty-six  examinations  were  held.  There  were 
405  applicants,  348  of  whom  received  certificates. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  504  teachers  in  service,  301  are  males,  and  203  are  females. 
One  hundred  eighteen  are  Normal  school  graduates,  twenty-three 
hold  permanent  certificates,  thirty-eight  professional  certificates, 
and  three  hundred  twenty -five  provisional. 

High  Schools. 

The  work  done  in  our  borough  high  schools  the  past  year  was 
very  commendable.  The  number  graduated  was  as  follows:  Han- 
over, twenty-three;  Wrightsville,  twelve;  Bed  Lion,  six;  Delta,  six. 
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Improvements. 

Dover  township  built  a  handsome  one-room  brick  house  with 
porch  and  belfry  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire. 

Fairview  township  school  board  built  a  fine  one-room  brick  house 
with  porch  and  belfry. 

Felton  borough  enlarged  the  school  house.  It  now  contains  two 
commodious  and  well-equipped  rooms. 

Jackson  township  school  board  built  a  handsome  brick  house,  with 
porch  and  belfry,  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  destro3ed  by  fire. 

Hellani  township  school  board  remodeled  the  school  house  at  Hel- 
lam.  It  is  now  a  very  handsome  two-room  brick  house  with  belfry 
and  porch. 

New  Freedom  board  remodeled  the  school  house.  It  is  a  splendid 
four-room  brick  building,  with  modern  improvements. 

Peach  Bottom  township  school  board  remodeled  one  house.  Its 
interior  is  very  attractive. 

West  Manchester  township  school  board  enlarged  the  school 
house  at  Eberton.  They  now  have  a  two-story  brick  building  con- 
taining four  rooms  and  hall.  The  rooms  are  equipped  with  im- 
proved desks  and  slate  blackboards. 

Yoe  borough  school  board  furnished  a  vacant  room  and  made  a 
new  school. 

York  township  school  board  bought  a  plot  of  ground  in  the  village 
of  Spry  upon  which  a  frame  building  was  erected. 

North  York  borough  furnished  a  vacant  room  with  improved  fur- 
niture and  established  a  new  school. 

Quite  a  number  of  houses  were  repaired  and  school  grounds  were 
enlarged  and  improved. 

Once  more  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  for  many 
valuable  suggestions,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for  th^-ir 
support  and  to  the  public  press  of  the  county  and  city  for  the  in- 
terest shown  in  the  work  of  popular  education. 
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ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  closed  a  successful  year's  work  without 
any  adverse  event  or  hindrance.  Onr  new  high  school  building, 
noticed  last  year,  is  not  yet  completed  owing  to  some  unavoidable 
detentions  caused  by  strikes  and  difficulty  in  securing  building 
materials. 

When  it  is  ready  for  occupation,  however,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
most  substantial  buildings  in  the  country. 

We  have  increased  our  number  of  kindergartens  to  fourteen,  with 
two  or  three  others  in  sight. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  added  three  manual  training  de- 
partments, making  a  total  of  eleven  in  the  city. 

We  avoid  fads  and  try  to  hold  in  check  all  sensational  and  vain, 
glorious  workers  either  in  the  schools  or  out  of  them. 


ALLENTOWN— F.  I).  Raub. 


The  schools  of  this  city  have  been  in  session  for  another  year,  and 
the  work  done  in  the  different  grades  has  progressed  regularly. 

(179) 
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The  primary  grades  in  a  few  of  the  wards  were  overcrowded, 
owing  to  the  annexes  under  construction  not  being  completed.  One 
of  the  annexes  being  completed  before  the  close  of  the  term  was 
at  once  occupied  and  the  children  of  that  ward  were  comfortably 
housed. 

The  annex  in  the  eleventh  ward  will  be  in  readiness  for  occu- 
pancy on  September  1st,  as  well  as  the  new  building  in  the  Fifth 
ward.  Thus  it  is  thought  that  for  the  coming  year,  all  pupils  of 
the  city  will  be  properly  accommodated. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  was  good,  nothing  interfering  ex- 
cept toward  spring,  a  four-room  building,  the  Lincoln,  was  closed 
for  several  days,  owning  to  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  arising  in 
that  section  of  the  city.  This  interfered  materially  with  those 
schools  and  continued  until  the  end  of  the  term  in  June. 

Our  Board  for  the  past  year  has  exercised  great  care  in  having 
all  the  buildings  fumigated  at  regular  intervals.  This  was  done 
under  the  supervision  of  the  attendance  officer. 

Considerable  apprehension  was  entertained  at  the  beginning  of 
the  past  year,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  coal.  Arrangements  were 
made,  however,  whereby  sufficient  fuel  was  secured  from  time  to 
time,  and  thus,  though  at  an  increased  cost,  the  buildings  were 
comfortably  heated  throughout.  The  coal  has  been  secured  and 
stored  for  the  coming  year,  the  contract  having  been  awarded  in 
May. 

The  High  School  Commencement  was  held  June  16th,  1903,  when 
seventy-eight  young  men  and  women  were  handed  their  diplomas. 
Seventeen  of  these  graduated  from  the  Commercial  Department. 

This  department  was  established  two  years  ago,  and  these  seven- 
teen were  the  first  to  leave  the  High  School  fitted  for  clerical  or 
office  work.  Most  of  them  have  secured  positions  at  this  time. 
The  course  consists  of  two  years'  work,  which  the  average  party 
can  complete  readily  in  that  time.  Still  others  by  application  and 
natural  ability  can  complete  it  in  fifteen  months.  They  come  to 
this  Department,  after  spending  one  year  in  High  School  proper, 
where  the  course  is  so  arranged  as  to  fit  in  regularly  with  the 
Commercial  Department. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a  successful  year,  particularly  when 
teachers  and  directors  seem  anxious  to  co-operate  for  the  common 
welfare  and  advancement  of  the  schools  of  our  city. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  in  the  past. 
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ALTOONA— I).  S.  Keith. 


A  progressive  spirit  has  been  manifested  in  education  during  the 
past  year.  The  work  of  the  public  schools  has  been  commendatory. 
Interest  continues  to  grow.  The  people  in  general  give  loyal  sup- 
port to  every  measure  that  tends  to  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 

The  high  school  course  of  study  was  revised  last  summer.  Three 
courses  were  arranged,  and  some  branches  were  made  elective,  in 
order  that  the  various  interests  of  the  pupils  might  be  regarded  as 
far  as  possible.  The  new  course  has  been  well  received  and  with 
some  slight  modifications  will  evidently  prove  satisfactory. 

It  seems  evident  that  in  a  short  time  the  high  school  will  have 
outgrown  the  capacity  of  its  present  building.  In  1877,  the  enroll- 
ment was  about  forty-five,  and  the  first  class,  consisting  of  six 
pupils,  was  graduated.  At  present  the  enrollment  is  about  four 
hundred,  and  for  several  years  past  there  have  been  graduated 
nearly  fifty  annually.  The  matter  of  increased  accommodations 
has  already  been  discussed  and  various  suggestions  have  been  made. 
A  new  building  suitable  to  meet  the  educational  wants  of  the  city 
ir  the  line  of  high  school  work,  erected  on  a  new  site,  selected  with 
the  best  judgment  in  regard  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
school,  would  be  the  right  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  small-pox  scare  and  the  rules  of  the  board  of  health  in  re- 
gard to  vaccination  caused  the  attendance  of  pupils  to  decrease 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  term.  The  laws  in  regard  to  vaccina- 
lion  should  be  amended.  The  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  in  his  last  report  to  the  Legislature  is  based 
on  good  common  sense  and  should  be  followed  in  the  modification 
of  the  law.  It  is  a  question,  too,  whether  a  board  of  health,  ap- 
pointed often  on  political  grounds,  with  little  or  no  interest  in 
public  schools,  should  be  given  the  power  to  close  schools,  exclude 
pupils  therefrom,  and  to  exercise  other  powers  in  direct  relation 
thereto.  In  cities  of  the  third  class,  school  boards  stand  in  closer 
relation  to  the  schools,  are  more  familiar  with  their  condition,  and 
are  thus  better  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  belonging  thereto ;  they 
ought,  therefore,  to  have  full  supervision  of  them. 

A  city  whose  interests  are  largely  industrial  ought  to  consider 
favorably  the  subject  of  industrial  education.  It  trains  the  eye 
and  the  hand,  as  well  as  the  mind;  it  gives  the  pupil  that  education 
which  will  be  helpful  to  him  in  almost  any  pursuit  in  life,  but  es- 
pecially in  adapting  himself  to  the  struggle  for  existence.  Dr. 
Dewey   says:    "The  school   should  not  be  an  institution   that   is 
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arbitrary  and  traditional,  but  must  be  related  to  the  growing  evo- 
lution of  society.  One  of  the  social  changes  most  prominent  at  the 
present  time  is  the  industrial  one.  It  is  absurd  to  expect  that  a 
revolution  shall  not  affect  education.  Correlated  with  these  in- 
dustrial changes  is  the  introduction  of  manual  training,  shop  work, 
household  arts  and  cooking.  The  school  must  not  remain  apart, 
isolated  from  forms  of  life  that  are  affecting  society  outside.  The 
impulse  to  create,  to  produce,  whether  in  the  form  of  utility  or  art, 
must  be  recognized.  The  board  gave  the  subject  considerable 
attention  during  the  past  year,  and  the  plans  are  about  completed 
for  the  establishment  of  a  school  at  the  beginning  of  next  school 
term. 

The  kindergarten  also  received  careful  consideration.  There 
have  been  private  schools  in  the  city  for  ten  years  or  more,  but  the 
class  of  children  who  especially  need  this  training  have  not  been 
reached.  Preparations  have  been  made  for  the  opening  of  several 
public  kindergartens. 

The  teachers'  annual  institute,  which  convened  March  16th,  was  a 
very  interesting  and  profitable  meeting.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Lincoln 
Hulley,  Prof.  H.  A.  Neyland,  Miss  Anna  W.  Williams  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet M.  Ross  were  the  instructors.  Dr.  Fess  and  Dr.  Hulley  each 
delivered  a  very  interesting  evening  lecture. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


Not  anything  of  special  interest  occurred  in  the  conditions  of  our 
schools  the  past  year  except  the  anomaly  of  living  on  top  of  one  of 
the  greatest  anthracite  coal  beds  in  the  world,  and  circumstances 
arising  that  necessitated  asking  the  question,  "How  are  we  to 
keep  warm?"  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  schools  did  not  close  for  the 
want  of  fuel. 

Our  evening  school  had  a  term  of  nine  months.  A  principal  and 
an  assistant,  both  males,  were  in  charge.  The  enrollment  wa3 
good,  but  the  attendance  was  very  irregular.  A  play  in  the  opera 
house,  a  game  of  basket  ball  in  the  rink,  or  a  street  parade  of  any 
kind,  was  a  sufficient  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  to  remain  from 
school. 

The  board,  in  the  month  of  February,  appointed  an  attendance 
officer  at  a  salary  of  two  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  employed  by 
the  superintendent. 
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Each  Friday  P.  M.,  teachers  sent  to  the  office  of  the  superin- 
tendent a  list  of  pupils  whose  absence  during  the  week  past  re- 
quired the  attentions  of  the  officer.  A  tabulated  list  was  placed 
into  the  hands  of  the  officer,  who  visited  the  homes  between  Friday 
evening  and  Monday  P.  M.,  at  which  time  he  reported  the  results  of 
his  visit  to  the  superintendent.     He  was  employed  seventeen  days. 

The  following  is  his  report:  25  non-attendance  cases;  204  irregu- 
lar attendance  cases;  20  truant  cases;  4  not  vaccinated  cases. 

AYhile  the  cost  to  the  school  district  was  insignificant,  the  effect 
of  breaking  up  irregular  attendance  and  truancy  was  very  per- 
ceptible. 

Schools  closed  Friday,  May  29th,  with  the  annual  commencement 
beld  in  the  opera  house  in  the  evening.  There  were  eleven  grad- 
uates, five  boys  and  six  girls.  The  address  to  the  graduates  was 
delivered  by  Merrill  Edwards  Gates,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Secretary  of 
the  U.  S.  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  Washington,  D.  C. 


BEAVER  FALLS— Edward  Maguire. 


Attendance. 

The  total  enrollment  was  1824,  876  boys  and  948  girls;  thirteen 
less  than  the  enrollment  of  last  year.  The  falling  off  was  in  the 
higher  grammar  grades.  The  high  school  showed  an  increased  at- 
tendance.    The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  93. 

In  general,  the  compulsory  law  was  well  enforced.  But  there 
were  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  thorough  enforcement.  The 
lists  were  incomplete,  that  is,  there  were  more  pupils  registered  in 
school,  whose  ages  were  from  6  to  16,  than  the  lists  called  for.  It 
was  consequently  impossible  to  say  how  many  more  should  have 
been  in  school.  Then  there  appears  to  be  no  way,  in  many  cases, 
of  ascertaining  the  exact  ages  of  children;  and  it  is  thought  that  in 
some  instances  parents  put  their  children  to  work  before  thirteen. 
Several  of  the  factories  here  employ  children  in  quite  large  num- 
bers, and  there  is  the  temptation  to  begin  work  at  least  as  early 
as  the  law  will  permit.  Probably  the  incomplete  state  of  the  lists 
is  not  a  matter  of  negligence,  for  there  is  much  coming  and  going, 
and  there  is  a  considerable  foreign  population. 

Like  many  others,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  some  form  of  registry, 
to  which  reference  could  be  made  when  the  age  is  a  matter  of  doubt, 
is  necessary.     I  should  also  like  very  much  to  see  the  law  so  modi- 
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fied  as  to  require  continuous  attendance  from  seven  to  fourteen 
years  of  age. 


Organization. 

Some  changes  were  made  in  the  courses  of  study.  In  the  grades, 
the  work  was  strengthened  and  increased  below,  so  that  more  ad- 
vanced and  better  work  can  be  done  in  the  grammar  grades.  This 
will  bring  about  better  preparation  for  the  high  school.  The  high 
school  course  was  revised  and  extended  so  that,  by  a  system  of  sub- 
stitutions and  the  addition  of  a  year  of  Latin,  full  preparation  for 
entrance  to  the  classical  or  technical  courses  of  the  colleges  and 
universities  can  be  given.  At  the  same  time,  the  work  was  so 
consolidated  that  fewer  studies  were  taken  at  one  time. 

Instead  of  the  system  of  monthly  examinations,  or  reviews,  quar- 
terly examinations  were  employed,  the  object  being  to  make  the 
pupils  and  teachers  feel  the  need  of  making  their  work  more  per- 
manent. Promotions  were  determined  by  the  quarterly  examina- 
tions and  the  class  work.     The  change  has  so  far  worked  well. 

Formerly  pupils  were  promoted  regularly  only  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  This  year  marks  a  change  to  the  semi-annual  plan  of  pro- 
motions. It  is  thought  that  by  having  A  and  B  divisions  a  half 
>ear  apart,  slow  pupils  can  be  dealt  with  more  justly  and  quick 
ones  can  be  more  readily  advanced. 

The  libraries  were  changed  from  building  to  room  libraries;  and 
future  additions  will  be  made  according  to  the  needs  of  each  room. 


Additional  Equipment. 

Considerable  material  in  the  line  of  physical  and  chemical  ap- 
paratus was  added  during  the  year,  the  aim  being  to  give  high 
school  pupils  more  individual  work.  With  small  additions  here- 
after, all  can  be  done  that  our  present  quarters  will  permit. 

Something  like  two  hundred  volumes  were  added  to  the  grade 
libraries.  The  Carnegie  Free  Library  will  probably  be  opened  this 
summer.  Much  benefit  to  the  schools  is  expected  from  it,  as  those 
in  charge  of  the  library  believe  in  co-operating  with  the  schools  to 
the  fullest  extent.  They  have  already  assigned  one  large  room  to 
the  schools  for  collections,  and  the  display  from  time  to  time  of  the 
work  of  the  schools. 

A  beginning  was  made  in  the  better  decoration  of  the  school 
rooms.  A  successful  picture  exhibition  was  held,  and,  with  the 
proceeds,  a  collection  of  choice  pictures,  large  carbon  and  photo- 
gravure reproductions  of  masterpieces  was  purchased. 
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The  Work  of  the  Year. 

In  general,  it  can  be  said  the  year  was  a  successful  one.  Some 
embarrassment,  owing  to  change  of  courses  and  new  work,  was 
experienced,  but  there  was  less  than  might  be  expected.  Pupils 
and  teachers  wrorked  earnestly  and  considerable  advance  in  the 
directions  desired  was  made.  The  lower  grades  were  able  to  adapt 
themselves  more  quickly  to  the  new  work;  and  the  grades  from 
one  to  five,  inclusive,  completed  so  much  that  next  year  the  first 
six  grades  will  be  able  to  begin  the  scheduled  work. 

The  class  of  1903  in  the  high  school  was  able  to  meet  the  new 
requirements  in  English  and  read  more  Latin  than  the  old  course 
required.  The  other  classes  will  be  able  to  take  the  new  course, 
practically  complete.  Commencement  was  held  June  29th,  and 
twelve  students  received  diplomas. 

Needs. 

The  high  school  registration  is  not  what  it  should  be  in  a  place  of 
this  size.  While  part  of  this  is  due  to  conditions  which  exist  all 
over  Western  Pennsylvania,  it  seems  to  me  improvement  can  be 
made.  We  need  additional  courses,  such  as  an  English-scientific 
course  and  a  business  course.  These  have  been  recommended  and 
ma}7  be  established.  But  the  greatest  need  is  a  separate  building 
for  the  high  school,  without  which  new  courses  and  other  improve- 
ments can  not  be  put  into  effect  properly. 

Beaver  Falls  has  no  kindergartens,  no  manual  training  work,  and 
no  instruction  in  music.  All  would  be  practically  useful.  Drawing 
is  taught  in  the  schools,  but  there  is  no  supervisor  of  drawing. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  there  is  agitation  of  the  salary  question, 
with  fair  prospects,  it  seems,  of  a  readjustment  of  the  salary  sched- 
ule and  a  general  advance.  This  would  be  a  wrork  of  justice.  This 
accomplished,  there  might  be  an  advance  in  the  qualifications  re- 
quired of  teachers.  High  school  graduation,  with  two  years  of 
training  at  a  Normal  school  or  at  a  city  training  school,  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  of  future  candidates  for  grade  positions.  A  training 
school  in  Beaver  Falls  would  help  greatly  those  graduates  of  the 
high  school  who  find  it  inconvenient  to  attend  a  Normal  school. 

I  hope  to  report  soon  that  some  of  the  proposed  changes  and  addi- 
tions have  been  made. 
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BETHLEHEM— Fred.  W.  Bobbins. 


The  present  school  year  has  been  a  fairly  successful  one.  The 
enrollment  was  no  larger  than  usual,  the  percentage  of  attendance 
was  not  quite  so  high  as  last  year,  but  in  general,  the  spirit  of  the 
teacher,  and  the  progress  of  the  children  were  excellent. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  was  affected  by  an  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  and  only  the  vigilance  of  teachers  and 
forethought  of  the  board  of  directors  prevented  the  closing  of 
schools.  Children  were  sent  home  upon  any  evidence  of  indisposi- 
tion, and  none  were  allowed  to  attend  from  homes  in  which  there 
was  illness  not  pronounced  non-contagious  by  a  physician.  In  ad- 
dition, all  rooms  were  disinfected  twice  each  week  during  the  epi- 
demic by  the  use  of  a  formaldehyde  generator,  and  if  a  case  of  con- 
tagious disease  was  reported  in  a  room,  it  was  disinfected  at  once. 
Through  these  precautions  and  the  assistance  of  an  efficient  board 
of  health,  the  schools  were  kept  open  with  a  fair  attendance. 

Instead  of  attending  the  regular  county  institute  during  the  past 
live  years,  we  have  conducted  a  special  borough  institute.  These 
meetings  have  been  very  successful.  Last  year  instruction  was 
given  by  Dr.  Frank  M.  McMurry,  of  Columbia  University;  Dr.  Ed- 
ward E.  Shaw,  of  New  York  University;  Dr.  Edward  F.  Bigelow, 
of  Stamford,  Conn.;  Prof.  John  S.  Stewart,  of  Lehigh  University. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  these  meetings  were  successful 
from  the  standpoint  of  excellent  instruction  and  close  attention,  it 
has  been  thought  wise  to  discontinue  them  and  to  again  unite  with 
the  county  institute  at  Easton.  It  is  believed  that  mingling  with 
other  teachers,  is  an  inspiration  in  itself  and  more  than  compen- 
sates whatever  loss  there  may  be  in  the  character  of  instruction. 

The  second  year  of  the  commercial  course  has  been  satisfactorily 
completed.  Twenty-four  students  registered  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term  and  twenty-three  were  in  the  class  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Typewriters  have  been  purchased,  and  instruction  will  be  given 
next  year  in  stenography  and  typewriting.  The  course  covers  three 
years  and  includes  English  Grammar,  Composition,  English  classics, 
History,  Civics,  Botany,  Physical  Geography,  Commercial  Geog- 
raphy, Commercial  Law,  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Bookkeeping, 
Spelling,  Writing,  Drawing,  Vocal  Music,  Stenography  and  Type- 
writing. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  are  held  bi-weekly.  Last  year  Quick's 
Educational    Reformers    was    read  and    discussed.     The    sessions 
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proved  both  interesting  and  helpful.     The  book  selected  for  next 
3'ear's  study  is  DeGarmo's  Interest  and  Attention. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  in  Vocal  Music,  Writing  and  Drawing 
is  worthy  of  especial  mention.  The  compulsory  law  has  been  fairly 
well  enforced  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  of  police  as  attend- 
ance officer.  His  tact  and  patience  with  parents,  enlightening  them 
as  to  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  has 
brought  about  regular  attendance,  and  has  almost  eliminated  tru- 
ancy. In  order  to  make  the  schools  thoroughly  efficient  in  the  mod- 
ern sense,  we  still  need  the  kindergarten,  a  course  in  physical  cul- 
ture, and  some  form  of  manual  training  through  the  different 
grades. 


BRADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Enrollment:  Male,  1,041;  female,  1,059;  total,  2,100. 

Average  attendance:  Male,  815;  female,  SOI;  total,  1,616. 

Percentage  of  attendance:    Male,  92;  female,  92;  total,  92. 

The  excellent  condition  of  the  Braddock  schools  is  largely  due  to 
my  able  predecessor,  Mr.  George  H.  Lamb,  and  his  efficient  prin 
cipals  and  teachers.  Mr.  Lamb  resigned  the  superintendency, 
April  1,  to  accept  the  position  of  librarian  of  the  Braddock  Car- 
negie Library.  He  is  still  very  much  interested  in  school  work  and 
is  in  a  position  to  render  valuable  service  in  supplying  the  schools 
with  reading  matter.  He  is  giving  this  department  special  atten- 
tion and  has  issued  cards  for  each  pupil  on  which  the  teacher  and 
pupil  may  keep  a  complete  record  of  books  read,  name  of  author, 
date  of  reading,  and  opinion  of  the  book.  Mr.  Lamb  supplies  each 
room  once  ever}-  month  with  a  set  of  forty  books  well  selected  in  a 
nicely  finished  oak  case  together  with  the  necessary  blanks  for  the 
teacher  to  keep  the  necessary  record.  These  books  are  brought 
to  and  taken  from  the  school  absolutely  free.  Few  children  in  the 
State  are.  so  blessed  with  good  wholesome  reading  matter. 

The  new  seveiiteen-room  building  in  the  Carnegie  sub-district  is 
well  under  way.  The  purpose  is  to  have  it  completed  for  occupancy 
by  the  first  of  January. 

Through  the  philanthropy  of  one  of  our  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens,  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison,  of  the  Edgar  Thompson 
Steel  Works,  manual  training  and  domestic  science  wTere  established 
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in  the  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  These  departments  are 
completely  equipped  and  under  the  supervision  of  efficient  teachers. 

Mr.  Morrison  is  so  well  pleased  with  the  work  and  interest  in 
these  departments  that  he  has  just  recently  made  another  offer  to 
the  school  board  which  was  promptly  accepted.  As  a  result  of  this 
a  forge  department  for  work  in  metal  and  iron  will  be  fully  equipped 
andl  ready  for  operation  by  the  first  of  September. 

Manual  training  and  domestic  science  in  the  public  school  cur- 
riculum need  no  argument.  They  are  a  blessing  to  the  school  and 
to  the  home.  They  do  not  hinder  grade  work.  Our  experience  so 
far  is  that  they  are  a  great  help  to  good  grade  work.  This  might 
seem  contradictory,  but  special  investigation  and  experience  will 
corroborate  the  statement  in  the  Braddock  schools.  The  classes 
are  instructed  in  manual  training,  domestic  science,  or  sewing  every 
sixth  day.  The  schedule  is  rotary,  so  that  the  pupil  does  not  miss 
the  same  class  each  day.  While  the  boys  of  a  room  are  in  the 
manual  training,  the  girls  are  in  the  domestic  science,  or  in  the 
sewing  classes.  This  plan  gives  the  grade  teacher  one-half  day  off 
to  bring  up  her  work  or  to  visit  other  rooms.  The  plan  is  working 
very  satisfactorily  and  I  note  it  here  for  the  benefit  of  an}*  one  who 
may  be  interested. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Braddock  schools  were  never  in  a  better 
condition.  The  work  in  all  the  grades  is  going  along  in  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  good  feeling.  Our  high  school  pupils  passed  the  en- 
trance examination  for  the  senior  year  in  the  State  Normal  School. 
This  is  as  it  should  be  and  if  kept  up  will  be  an  important  factor  in 
getting  our  pupils  who  are  wanting  to  teach  to  take  a  course  in  a 
Normal  school.  To  a  progressive  board  of  business  men  and  an  ex- 
cellent corps  of  teachers  and  principals  under  the  supervision  of 
Prof.  George  H.  Lamb,  ex-superintendent,  the  schools  are  indebted 
for  whatever  success  has  been  attained  during  the  school  year.  All 
of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  3,019.  Of  this 
number  408  were  in  the  high  school.  Sixty-two  pupils  completed 
the  course  of  study  and  were  graduated  in  June. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  pupils  completed  the  grammar 
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school  course  and  took  the  examination  for  admission  to  the  high 
school.     Of  these  1G1  passed  the  examination  successfully. 

Of  the  high  school  graduates  more  than  thirty-five  have  entered 
various  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  country. 

Five  have  entered  Princeton;  three,  Harvard;  two,  Yale;  three 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  two,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology; three,  University  of  Michigan;  four,  Case  School  of  Applied 
Science;  three,  Yassar.  The  remainder  in  various  schools  of  like 
grade. 

The  "honor"  pupil  of  the  class,  Genevieve  Conaut,  took  the  exami- 
nation for  entrance  to  Yassar,  passed  unconditionally  in  all  sub- 
jects, taking  first  honors  and  winning  a  scholarship. 

Of  the  boys  who  passed  the  high  school  entrance  examination  in 
June,  all  but  two  entered  high  school  in  September.  One  went  to 
work;  one  moved  from  the  city.  Of  the  girls  who  passed  the  exami- 
nation, all  but  four  are  in  high  school.     *  *  * 

There  were  a  number  of  changes  in  the  high  school  faculty  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year.  Principal  Colegrove,  resigned  a  month 
before  the  close  of  the  school  term.  The  other  positions  made 
vacant  were  the  head  teachers  of  mathematics,  of  German,  of  the 
commercial  department  and  assistant  in  English. 

These  positions  were  all  filled  in  compliance  with  a  rule  of  the 
board  providing  that  no  teacher  shall  be  appointed  to  a  position 
in  the  high  school  who  does  not  hold  a  college  diploma  and  has  not 
had  at  least  two  years  experience  as  teacher. 

Near  the  close  of  the  school  year,  one  of  our  most  liberal  minded 
and  progressive  citizens  made  a  proposition  to  the  school  board  to 
donate  the  equipment  for  a  thoroughly  up  to  date  and  complete 
manual  training  department,  provided  the  board  would  adopt  such  a 
department  as  a  constituent  part  of  the  course  of  study  and  supply 
the  necessary  teachers.  The  proposition  was  unanimously  accepted 
by  the  Board.  During  the  summer  vacation,  the  equipment  was 
purchased  and  installed.  The  department  opened  in  September 
with  300  boys  enrolled. 

With  special  teachers  for  music  and  drawing,  and  with  thoroughly 
equipped  manual  training  and  domestic  science  department,  under 
the  direction  of  efficient  instructors,  our  aim,  in  the  future,  shall 
not  be  to  introduce  new  features,  but  to  accomplish  the  best  re- 
sults possible  within  established  lines. 

Within  the  past  two  years  seven  pianos  have  been  purchased  and 
placed  in  different  school  rooms.  This  has  been  accomplished  with- 
out calling  upon  the  school  board  for  aid,  except  in  one  instance. 
We  hope  to  have  a  majority  of  our  school  rooms  supplied  with 
pianos  before  many  years.  Much  has  been  accomplished,  also,  in 
the  matter  of  decoration  of  all  school  rooms  and  hall-ways. 
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On  February  first,  a  new  ten  room  school  building,  of  stone  and 
pressed  brick  was  completed  and  occupied,  in  the  Fifth  ward.  The 
building  is  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments.  This  is  the  third  new 
brick  building  completed  within  a  few  years,  and  another  is  under 
advisement. 

The  Courant,  a  new  high  school  paper  has  been  established  and 
begins  its  literary  career  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 

The  Athletic  Association  of  the  high  school  is  in  a  most  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  for  each  of  the  past  two  years  has  received  sub- 
stantial recognition  from  the  school  board,  athletics  are  encouraged. 

The  general  moral  throughout  all  the  departments  of  school  ad- 
ministration is  high  and  as  a  result,  we  believe  that  good  results  are 
being  obtained. 


BRISTOL  BOROUGH— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  attendance  of  the  children  during  the  year  1902-03  was  some- 
what unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  presence  in  the  town  of  several 
contagious  diseases.  In  no  instance  was  any  building  closed  for 
more  than  two  or  three  days  for  fumigation.  In  spite  of  that  draw- 
back the  teachers  worked  nobly  and  earnestly  to  bring  their  classes 
up  to  the  standard  and  have  succeeded  very  well.  Special  attention 
might  be  called  to  the  work  done  in  the  secondary  grades  in  litera- 
ture and  history.  It  is  interesting  because  from  these  grades  many 
children  leave  school  to  enter  the  mills  and  thus  they  have  much 
beauty  of  thought  and  many  facts  of  history  to  brighten  dull  hours 
in  the  future. 

The  value  of  the  training  received  in  the  high  school  is  more  ap- 
parent as  time  goes  on,  for  the  graduates  find  themselves  qualified 
to  fill  better  positions  because  of  that  training.  They  also  find 
that  they  can  pursue  further  study  to  great  advantage.  The  alumni 
of  the  school  are  working  to  promote  enthusiasm  and  interest 
among  the  members  and  to  that  end  have  formed  classes  for  study 
in  several  subjects.  It  is  hoped  to  have  very  active  work  along 
that  line  next  year. 

The  teachers'  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed showed  the  teachers  were  well  prepared. 
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BUTLEK  BOBOUlill— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  schools  of  this  place  are  sharing-  the  steady  growth  of  the 
industrial  community.  The  increase  of  attendance  has  been  stead- 
ily anticipated  so  that  no  lack  of  accommodations  has  been  felt.  A 
temporary  building  has  been  fitted  up  in  the  First  ward  which  will 
make  it  possible  to  avoid  congestion  for  the  coming  year. 

There  was  a  loss  of  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  old  teaching  force  at 
the  close  of  the  school  year  1902-1903.  This  change  was  due  to  sev- 
eral causes,  marriage,  desire  to  try  something  easier,  better  wages 
elsewhere,  failure  to  do  satisfactory  work,  and  that  longing  for 
change  which  "springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast.''  Another  year 
will  witness  the  old  feat  of  getting  a  new  corps  into  unison  of  effort, 
the  never-ending  problem  of  the  supervisor.  There  are  worse  con- 
ditions however  than  rapid  changes  in  a  corps  of  teachers  and  25  per 
cent,  is  vastly  better  than  none  at  all.  It  takes  considerable  move- 
ment to  keep  the  current  flowing.  The  school  board  has  exercised 
the  best  of  judgment  in  filling  these  vacancies  and  we  anticipate  a 
new  year  of  increased  efficiency. 

No  innovations  were  attempted  during  the  year  just  closed.  An 
endeavor  was  made  to  accomplish  the  elements  of  public  school  in- 
struction as  efficiently  as  conditions  permitted.  It  is  our  opinion 
that  in  this  we  were  fairly  successful.  Kegular  attendance  was 
enforced  to  the  limit  of  the  law.  With  children  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  thirteen  years  results  were  satisfactory,  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  sixteen  not  over  70  per  cent,  are  in 
school.  Possibly  that  is  not  a  bad  showing  when  one  takes  into 
consideration  the  great  opportunity  for  making  money  which  pres- 
ent local  conditions  afford.  The  greed  and  short-sightedness  of 
some  parents  is  astounding.  Many  stand  willing  to  barter  child- 
hood and  all  future  prospects  for  the  almighty  dollar.  Then  too, 
some  boys  were  not  created  to  go  to  school.  It  is  an  artificial  de- 
vice for  average  conditions  into  which  they  do  not  fit.  Some  such 
boys  are  better  off  without  the  school  and  the  school  is  benefited  by 
their  absence  at  an  early  date. 

Butler  boasts  not  of  kindergartens  or  manual  training;  she  has 
however  manifested  some  premonitory  symptoms  of  these  things, 
and  no  man  knoweth  what  the  future  may  bring  forth.  With  its 
present  prosperity,  and  its  most  promising  future,  our  community 
possesses  the  material  basis  for  solid  educational  progress  and  de- 
velopment. An  expansion  of  educational  interests  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  new  conditions  is  to  be  anticipated. 
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CARBOXDALE— Elmer  E.  Garr. 


Enrollment:    Male,  1,410;  female,  1,492;  total,  2,902. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  compared  with  last  year  shows  an  increase  of  100. 
The  average  attendance,  male,  1,029;  female,  1,087;  total  average, 
2,116.     The  average  percentage  of  attendance,  S9.5. 

City  Institute. 

The  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  December  1-5.  The  follow- 
ing instructors  were  employed:  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Dr.  Langdon 
Thompson,  Miss  Laura  D.  Hagarty,  Miss  Mary  F.  Hyde,  and  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Hull.  The  evening  entertainment  and  lectures  were  given 
by  Slayton's  Jubilee  Singers,  Dr.  N.  Dwight  Hillis,  General  Z. 
T.  Sweeney  and  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Wendling. 

The  Carbondale  schools  have  completed  another  year  of  successful 
work.  Substantial  progress  was  made  in  all  grades.  Special  at- 
tention was  given  to  the  essential  branches  in  the  course  and  less 
attention  to  studies  of  less  importance.  We  note  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  language  work.  Mechanical  drawing  was  added  to  the  high 
school  course,  and  judging  from  the  results  of  the  first  year's  work 
we  believe  a  valuable  addition  was  made  to  the  course. 

The  "compulsory  attendance  act"  was  rigidly  enforced. 


CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


We  have  done  our  best  to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools, 
and  if  we  have  failed  in  any  particular,  it  has  not  been  through  lack 
of  effort.  Each  year  brings  additional  responsibilities  to  be  borne, 
new  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  It  is  not  possible  to  see  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  but,  by  moving  cautiously  and  prudently,  we 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  the  unpleasantness  of  thoughtless  action. 

Our  teachers  are  earnest  workers,  and  are  fully  conscious  of  the 
necessity  of  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  their  calling.  It  has  been 
the  aim  of  all  to  early  lay  the  foundations  of  both  intellectual 
growth  and  upright  character.     Influences  outside  the  school  room 
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frequently  counteract  the  good  work  done  by  the  teacher,  and  we 
are  often  made  to  grieve  over  the  downfall  of  some  of  our  most 
promising'  pupils.  But  while  we  thus  grieve  over  the  failure  of 
some,  we  are  encouraged  by  the  knowledge  that  many  others  who 
through  our  efforts  have  been  induced  to  shun  the  paths  of  vice 
and  immorality,  leave  our  schools  to  take  their  places  in  the  com- 
munity as  upright,  virtuous  citizens. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  exceeded  all  past  records — 
1,790  having  been  enrolled.  The  increase  necessitated  the  opening 
of  an  additional  school,  and  it  is  probable  one  or  two  more  will  be 
required  next  term.  The  average  attendance  fell  below  what  was 
expected,  this  being  largely  due  to  sickness  among  the  little  folks. 

The  compulsory  law  was  enforced  as  rigidly  as  possible.  For  ;) 
while  the  attendance  officer  was  kept  busy  looking  after  delinquent 
parents  and  truant  pupils.  It  became  necessary  to  bring  action 
against  a  number  of  the  former  before  compliance  with  the  law 
could  be  secured. 

Commendable  progress  was  made  in  all  grades.  Nineteen  girls 
and  four  boys  having  completed  the  four  years'  course  in  the  high 
school,  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house,  on  the  evening  of  May 
29th.  Rev.  R.  C.  Scheidt,  Ph.  I).,  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 
was  the  speaker  on  that  occasion,  and  well  did  he  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  hour.  The  address  was  a  very  thoughtful  production, 
and  was  replete  with  excellent  advice.  The  diplomas  were  pre- 
sented by  C.  A.  Suesserott,  Esq.,  president  of  the  school  board. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term,  a  fine  set  of  philosophical  apparatus 
was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  high  school.  The  investment  was 
a  good  one,  as  the  increased  interest  in  scientific  study  has  more 
than  repaid  the  outlay. 

Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  the  good  judgment  dis- 
played in  the  selection  of  school  appliances.  Agents  for  expensive 
maps,  and  other  high  priced,  useless  articles,  have  learned  that 
Chambersburg  is  not  given  to  any  foolish  expenditure  of  the 
people's  money.  On  the  other  hand,  anything  that  is  a  real  benefit 
or  a  positive  necessity  is  never  withheld. 

Our  school  buildings  are  all  in  good  repair,  and  their  interiors 
are  kept  as  attractive  as  possible.  By  strict  attention  to  hygienic 
conditions,  the  danger  of  infections  or  c  ntagious  diseases  is  re- 
duced to  the  minimum. 

I  am  sorry  to  chronicle  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
faithful  teachers.  Mr.  Robert  S.  McElwain,  who  for  more  than 
thirty  years  stood  at  the  head  of  the  profession,  passed  to  his  re- 
ward a  few7  days  ago,  leaving  behind  him  an  enviable  record  as  a 
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teacher,  an  unstained  reputation  as  a  citizen  and  the  influence  of  an 
upright  character  as  a  christian.  We  sincerely  mourn  his  loss,  but 
we  are  consoled  with  the  consciousness  that  a  good  man  has  en- 
tered into  rest. 


CHELTENHAM    TOWNSHIP,    MONTGOMERY    COUNTY— Chas. 

A.  Wagner. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  the  subjoined  matter  as  my  annual 
report  to  your  department  from  Cheltenham  School  District,  county 
of  Montgomery. 

Out  of  an  enrollment  of  880  pupils  on  the  day  when  our  promo- 
tion lists  were  prepared,  we  promoted  761  pupils— just  87  per  cent. 
Our  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  838,  and  the  percentage  of 
attendance  was  89.  The  number  of  depositors  in  our  school  savings 
banks  was  620,  and  the  total  amount  deposited  was  f  4,874.12.  Our 
schools  had  391  visitors  during  the  year,  a  somewhat  smaller  number 
than  usual. 

The  greatest  obstacle  which  our  district  encountered  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  compulsory  education  law  is  not  inherent  in  the 
school,  but  arises  from  distinctly  economic  conditions.  In  several 
cases  in  which  recourse  to  the  act  should  have  been  had,  investiga- 
tion revealed  destitution  in  the  family  as  the  cause  for  non-attend- 
ance, and  in  other  cases,  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  in  regular 
attendance  demanded  the  exclusion  of  some  unruly  spirits.  For 
the  latter  condition,  State  schools  for  incorrigible  are  the  only  wise 
solution,  and  for  the  former  a  discreet  co-operation  between  the 
board  of  directors  and  some  local  charity  organization  might  help 
to  get  the  children  to  school. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  our  teachers  this  year  were  singularly 
profitable.  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester,  delivered  a  lec- 
ture on  Nature  Study  at  each  of  the  ten  meetings.  The  teachers 
were  helped  and  inspired,  and  carried  the  enthusiasm  right  out  to 
the  pupils.  School  gardens,  collection  of  plants,  drawings  of  birds, 
trees  and  what  not,  and  a  careful  objective  study  of  our  home  com- 
munity, were  all  direct  outgrowths  of  these  monthly  contacts. 
While  it  must  be  allowed  that  Dr.  Schmucker's  inspiring  person- 
ality was  the  stimulating  force  and  the  awakening  agent,  yet  for  an 
eagerness  to  learn  and  a  readiness  to  apply,  T  feel  that  strong  com- 
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mendation  is  due  to  our  teaching  body.  Jt  was  their  willingness  to 
co-operate  which  really  wrought  the  concrete  result. 

Our  Pupils'  Heading-  Course  has  made  itself  powerfully  felt  in  all 
the  other  work.  The  uniform  testimony  of  the  teachers  is  that  it 
strengthens,  widens  and  applies  much  of  the  class  work  of  the 
pupils.  Its  greatest  value  lies  in  the  stimulation  of  personal  initia- 
tive, and  arousing  a  sense  of  power  and  ability  to  do  worthy  work 
from  choice.  Of  our  880  pupils,  687  are  enrolled  as  regular  readers, 
and  from  our  list  of  36  titles,  there  was  a  total  of  3,548  readings 
reported.  The  reading  of  18  books  is  required  for  a  diploma;  27  of 
the  pupils  have  earned  their  diploma,  and  many  more  would  have 
done  so  if  enough  copies  of  the  books  had  been  available. 

At  the  June  meeting  of  this  year  the  board  raised  the  wages  of 
all  the  intermediate  and  secondary  teachers  five  dollars  a  month, 
making  the  annual  salary  of  these  teachers  $550.  The  Principal  of 
the  High  School  was  raised  to  $1,300,  the  Commercial  teacher  to 
|1,200,  and  another  assistant  raised  to  $800.  Besides  these  in- 
creases, the  consolidation  of  pupils  into  a  high  school  grade  was 
fixed  for  the  ninth  year  instead  of  the  tenth  year  as  heretofore. 
These  are  very  gratifying  evidences  of  an  increasing  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  good  teachers,  and  have  served  to  infuse  new  hope 
and  ambition  into  the  entire  body  of  our  teachers. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  gratifying  success.  A  class  of  11  pupils 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  eight  of  whom  were  boys. 
They  have  already  practically  arranged  for  attendance  at  Harvard, 
State  and  other  colleges  or  Normal  schools  or  conservatories.  Our 
Ninth  Grade  Promotion  Exercises  were  again  made  a  strong  pub- 
lic function,  and,  as  usual,  contact  with  teachers,  an  insight  into  the 
high  school's  aims  and  purposes,  and  an  excellent  address  by  Prof. 
G.  L.  Oinwake,  of  Ursinus  College,  won  for  us  the  assurance  of  the 
larger  number  of  the  parents  of  the  forty-four  ninth  grade  pupils 
that  they  should  come  to  the  high  school  next  year.  To  the  suc- 
cess of  our  commencement  and  promotion  exercises  the  work  of 
our  supervisors  of  music  and  drawing  contributed  very  powerfully. 
No  feature  of  our  work  received  more  commendation  than  these, 
and  in  none  is  the  year's  work  more  deserving  of  it.  The  prepara- 
tion of  the  children  to  enjoy  life  is  no  less  a  function  of  the  schools 
tban  to  teach  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 
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CHESTER— A.  Duncan  Yocum. 


The  main  object  of  school  supervision  in  Chester  during  the  past 
few  years  has  been  the  economic  teaching  of  the  common  school 
branches.  This  has  involved  on  the  one  hand  systematic  effort  to 
determine  the  general  methods  of  instruction  best  adapted  to  the 
majority  of  children,  and  on  the  other  the  use  of  every  available 
means  to  increase  the  individual  efficiency  of  teachers.  The  result 
has  been  a  very  appreciable  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  work 
done,  and  a  gradual  lessening  of  the  time  taken  to  do  it.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  more  mechanical  phases  of  elementary  arith- 
metic, reading,  writing  and  geography,  the  methods  used  in  the 
teaching  of  the  first  named  subject  having  been  adopted  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  schools  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  ex- 
clusive teaching  of  either  vertical  or  slant  penmanship  has  been 
replaced  by  the  teaching  of  both,  effort  being  made  to  recognize  well 
defined  motor  tendencies  by  insisting  upon  uniformity  in  the  hand- 
writing of  individuals,  rather  than  upon  conformity  on  the  part 
of  all  to  a  particular  angle,  be  it  vertical,  medial,  or  60  degrees. 

All  systems  and  methods,  of  course,  depend  for  their  success  upon 
the  efficiency  of  the  individual  teacher.  It  is,  however,  a  mistake 
to  assume  that  maximum  individual  success  in  teaching  demands 
non-interference  on  the  part  of  supervisory  authority  with  the  de- 
tails of  daily  work.  It  is  in  details  that  most  time  is  wasted,  and 
that  most  work  miscarries.  Effort  is  therefore  being  made  to 
issue  directions  sufficiently  detailed  to  permit  economic  instruc- 
tion, in  the  hope  that  the  future  will  bring  close  enough  super- 
vision to  ensure  it. 

The  grade  meeting  is  one  means  by  which  such  details  are  made 
clear.  It  is  the  only  gathering  of  teachers  in  which  the  routine 
work  is  the  subject  of  discussion.  The  monthly  institute  confines 
its  program  to  topics  of  interest  to  the  corps  as  a  whole.  While 
professional  in  its  intent,  it  has  to  do  only  with  the  broadest  edu- 
cational problems,  leaving  to  the  grade  meetings  the  difficulties 
encountered  in  teaching  particular  branches  and  the  methods  by 
which  the  difficulties  may  be  overcome. 

It  is  sub-divided,  without  regard  to  grade,  into  sections,  meeting 
monthly  on  some  day  other  than  that  upon  which  the  general 
monthly  session  is  held,  and  composed  of  teachers  having  a  com- 
mon interest  in  some  particular  subject,  presented  rather  as  a  lib- 
eral art  than  in  academic  or  professional  form.  For  example,  a 
child-study  section  lias  been  in  charge  of  Dr.  Goddard,  of  West 
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Chester  State  Normal  School,  and  Dr.  Van  Ormer,  of  Pennsylvania 
College,  a  historical  section  has  been  conducted  by  Prof.  Burnham, 
of  West  Chester,  and  a  literature  section  by  a  local  Shakesperean 
critic.     Geography  and  Psychology  sections  have  also  been  popular. 

All  this,  supplemented  by  required  reading  courses,  which  include 
but  two  or  three  books  each  year,  and  admitting  of  the  widest  pos- 
sible range  in  selection,  has  been  so  planned  as  to  make  no  un- 
reasonable demand  upon  the  teachers'  lime,  and  yet  to  ensure  con- 
tinual professional  training. 

A  large  number  of  the  teachers  take  advantage  of  the  Saturday 
or  summer  courses  offered  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
other  higher  institutions  of  learning.  These,  of  course,  are  ex- 
cused from  such  work  as  has  just  been  described. 

Successful  effort  is  being  made  to  utilize  existing  social  and 
charitable  organizations,  in  such  matters  as  the  relief  of  indigent 
school  children,  the  decoration  of  school  buildings,  and  the  donation 
of  books.  It  is  hoped  that  in  course  of  time  all  such  organizations 
in  the  community  will  work  actively  for  the  betterment  of  the  pub- 
lic schools. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  the  high  school  continues  to 
prove  itself  worthy  of  the  magnificent  building  in  which  it  was 
recently  housed.  An  increasing  number  of  its  graduates  are  en- 
tering the  various  colleges  where  the  great  majority  have  taken 
high  rank.  The  graduates  of  the  commercial  course  have  little  diffi- 
culty in  securing  paying  positions.  Each  year  the  school  sends  out 
a  class  of  12  or  14  normal  graduates,  who  after  four  years  of 
thorough  secondary  training,  have  spent  a  year  in  direct  prepara- 
tion for  the  work  of  teaching.  Practically  all  vacancies  in  the 
elementary  schools  are  filled  from  this  source. 

In  short  all  departments  of  the  schools  can  report  as  rapid  pro- 
gress as  local  sentiment  will  approve,  and  local  resources  permit. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP,  NORTHUMBERLAND  CO.— Albert  Lloyd. 


That  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal 
miner  to  educate  his  boys  was  evidenced  by  the  influx  into  our 
rooms  during  the  great  anthracite  coal  strike.  Our  enrollment  for 
the  first  month  was  2,109 — an  increase  of  287  over  the  enrollment 
of  last  year;  and  there  was  an  increase  of  309  in  the  average  daily 
attendance.     It  was  not  an  expression  of  that  tumultuous  enthu- 
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siasm  that  comes  with  a  "new  thing,"  too  likely  to  die  off  with  its 
novelty.  Rather  was  it  the  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  "time 
tried  and  true."  For  the  work  in  the  school  room  was  character 
ized  by  that  spirit  which  manifests  a  desire  to  excel;  and  the  per- 
centage of  male  attendance  during  the  three  months  of  its  continu- 
ance was  90,  89  and  90  respectively. 

The  board  recognizing  that  this  increase  in  the  enrollment  and  in 
the  average  daily  attendance  was  abnormal,  made  no  provision  to  ac- 
commodate it.  This  necessitated  a  reorganization  of  the  schools. 
Grading  was  incomplete.  Our  progress  was  retarded  thereby  until 
the  end  of  the  strike,  when  normal  conditions  were  restored.  True, 
we  were  kept  decidedly  busy  during  these  three  months,  but  it  was 
conclusive  proof  of  the  strength  and  flexibility  of  our  system. 

The  only  change  in  the  routine  work  of  the  schools  was  that 
which  conies  with  broader  experience  and  greater  efficiency.  The 
wisdom  of  giving  special  attention  to  reading  in  the  primary  and 
intermediate  grades  was  attested  to  by  another  year  of  excellent 
results. 

In  view  of  the  epidemic  of  last  year,  especial  attention  was  given 
to  the  renovation  and  disinfection  of  all  rooms  during  the  summer 
vacation.  This  in  a  great  measure,  accounts  for  the  exceptionally 
good  health  of  our  schools.  The  year  was  marked  by  the  absence  of 
sickness.  Attendance  was  interfered  with  only  by  unfavorable 
weather  conditions. 

The  graduation  of  our  high  school  class  in  the  Shainokin  G.  A.  R. 
Opera  House  was  the  educational  event  of  the  year,  and  has  done 
much  to  popularize  our  schools.  The  exercises  differed  in  many 
respects  from  those  of  previous  years.  The  regulation  "cap  and 
gown"  and  an  orchestra  were  additional  features.  Compositions  on 
abstract  subjects — too  often  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the  pupil 
— were  studiously  avoided.  Live,  up-to-date  subjects  furnished 
themes  for  essays  and  orations. 

A  unique  change  was  made  in  our  institute  method.  The  work 
was  designed  with  distinct  reference  to  the  professional  improve- 
ment of  the  teachers.  Our  time  was  devoted  to  a  critical  study  of 
literature,  and  drills  in  vocal  music.  Supplementary  to  the  work  in 
literature,  pertinent  historical  essays  were  read.  One  hour  eacn 
Saturday  was  given  to  the  study  of  vocal  music.  This  was  under 
the  direction  of  Prof.  Norman  W.  Schaeffer.  He  is  an  able  instruc- 
tor and  his  valuable  assistance  will  do  much  toward  elevating  the 
moral  and  aesthetic  tone  of  the  school  room.  Grade  meetings  were 
held  as  often  as  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  grades;  and  were  conducted  according  to  the  plan  of  last  year. 

Acknowledgements  are  due  Director  Adam  M.  Shuey,  President 
of  the  Board,  for  his  active  interest  in  creating  a  sentiment  favor- 
able to  interior  school  decoration,  also  the  patrons  of  his  district 
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for  the  presentation  of  six  beautiful  portraits — three  of  Washing- 
ton, two  of  Garfield  and  one  of  Lafayette — to  the  Garfield  and 
Lafayette  schools.  The  propriety  of  this  move  is  commendable  and 
needs  no  explanation.  As  an  indication  of  intelligent  co-operation 
none  better,  could  be  noted.' 

Death  invaded  our  ranks.  During  the  year  we  were  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  Mr.  James  Culp  and  Mr.  Jacob  Hepner.  The 
former  was  accidentally  killed  while  working  on  his  father's  farm 
during  the  summer  vacation.  Though  young  in  years,  he  evinced  a 
spirit  which  could  not  fail  to  render  valuable  service  for  his  profes 
sion.  The  latter,  the  oldest  member  in  our  service,  was  suddenly 
smitten,  apparently  in  perfect  health.  He  spent  the  evening  with 
his  family  "around  the  hearth"  and  retired  "to  sleep  the  sleep  that 
knows  no  waking."  Fifty  years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  school 
room;  and  to  the  end  he  was  a  faithful  and  conscientious  worker. 
Quiet  in  demeanor,  unassuming  in  manners,  he  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  character  was  noble;  his  life,  faultless  and  a  beau- 
tiful example  of  what  the  true  teacher's  should  be. 

It  is  not  inappropriate  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Mr.  Francis  S. 
Sands.  For  four  years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary  of 
the  Board.  As  a  director  he  was  liberal  minded,  but  cautious;  pro- 
gressive, but  economical;  solicitous  of  advancement,  but  not  hasty; 
influential,  but  conciliatory.  As  a  man  he  was  honest  and  upright. 
As  a  friend  and  companion  he  was  lovable.  We  will  miss  his  in- 
telligent counsel  and  our  schools  have  lost  an  ardent  supporter. 

My  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  the  State  Department  for  prompt 
and  courteous  assistance  rendered. 


COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


The  school  year,  which  has  just  closed,  has  been  one  of  progress 
and  marked  success  along  several  lines. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1902.  our  borough  passed  from  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  superintendent  of  Chester  county  and 
became  an  independent  district  with  a  superintendent  of  its  own,  by 
electing  to  that  office  the  present  incumbent,  who  had  for  the  pre- 
vious twenty-six  years  served  as  supervising  principal  of  the  schools 
of  the  borough,.  While  this  change  of  jurisdiction  has  made  no 
radical  change  in   the    condition   and    general   management  of  the 
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schools,,  it  was,  we  believe,' a  step  in  the  Hue  of  educational  pro- 
gress. 

The  year  has  also  beeu  marked  by  the  completion  of  a  new  three- 
story  brick  and  steel  building.  The  building  is  117  feet  in  length 
by  fifty-four  feet  in  width  and  contains  eight  school  rooms  each 
capable  of  seating  sixty  pupils,  a  high  school  room  capable  of  seat- 
ing two  hundred  forty,  seven  class  rooms  with  an  average  capacity 
of  thirty  pupils,  and  a  superintendent's  office.  When  the  building 
has  been  entirely  completed,  the  basement  will  have  been  fitted  up 
for  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  manual  training  room  and  lavatory;  all 
but  four  rooms  of  this  building  have  been  furnished  with  up-to-date 
single  desks  and  were  occupied  during  the  past  term.  The  remain- 
ing rooms  will  all  be  furnished  and  occupied  by  the  beginning  of  the 
term  of  1904. 

The  school  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  all  that  we  could 
expect  it  to  be,  when  we  consider  the  overcrowded  condition  of  most 
of  our  schools,  many  of  which  contained  over  sixty  pupils,  while  one 
first  primary  school  enrolled  over  one  hundred.  We  have,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  an  earnest  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  teachers 
who  are  ever  willing  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  advance  their 
pupils,  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  teacher,  however  skillful, 
to  do  justice  to  such  large  numbers.  Notwithstanding  these  ad- 
verse conditions,  I  am  pleased  to  report  our  schools  in  a  healthy 
condition. 

There  were  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools  during  the  year,  1,359 
pupils,  which  is  an  increase  of  over  150  over  the  preceding  year. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  la  grippe,  scarletina,  measles  and  diph- 
theria, the  attendance  during  the  term  was  much  more  irregular 
than  during  the  preceding  term,  the  percentage  of  attendance  for 
the  term  being  only  ninety-one. 

In  common  with  all  manufacturing  towns,  we  have  been  much  an- 
noyed by  pupils  leaving  school,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  employment  in  the  various 
manufacturing  establishments  of  our  town.  In  a  majority  of  these 
cases,  there  seems  to  be  no  real  good  reason  that  the  children  should 
be  deprived  of  an  education.  In  many  instances,  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  parents  take  their  children  out  of  school  and  put  them 
to  work,  even  before  they  have  arrived  at  the  legal  age;  but,  so  long- 
as  parents  are  willing  to  go  before  a  justice  or  a  notary  and  swear 
to  a  falsehood,  there  seems  to  be  no  remedy  under  the  present  law. 

We  have,  to  the  best  of  our  ability  and,  I  believe,  with  a  degree  of 
success,  endeavored  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  For 
this  purpose  our  school  authorities  have  appointed  an  attendance 
officer,  who  is  also  clothed  by  the  borough  council  with  all  the 
powers  of  a  regular  policeman.       It  is  the  duty  of  this  officer  to 
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visit  the  parents  of  delinquent  children,  manufacturers  and  all 
others  employing  children  of  school  age,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  correct  list  of  such  children,  and  to  pick  up  and  bring  into  school 
all  truants  that  he  may  find  on  the  streets  during-  school  hours. 
During  the  year  a  goodly  number  of  parents  were  brought  before  a 
justice  and  forced  to  pay  a  fine.  This  action  on  the  part  of  our 
school  board  had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  other  parents. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  without  a  word  in  reference  to 
our  high  school  department.  Up  to  the  beginning  of  last  term  our 
high  school  course  covered  only  three  years  and  was  consequently  a 
little  weak  in  some  points,  but  last  summer  our  Board  adopted  a 
good,  strong  and  up-to-date  four  years'  course.  This  course  will 
enable  us  to  prepare  boys  and  girls  for  any  college.  The  class  which 
graduated  on  June  5,  1003  was  the  last  class  of  the  old  three  year 
course.  Of  this  class,  several  expect  to  enter  college  next  fall. 
With  this  strong  course  of  studies  and  our  efficient  corps  of  high 
school  teachers,  our  high  school  will  rank  second  to  none  in  Chester 
count}r. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  our  school  board  for  its  kind  sup- 
port and  co-operation  in  all  of  my  efforts  to  improve  the  efficiency 
of  our  schools  and  to  advance  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  the 
community. 


COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


While  our  schools  have  closed  another  successful  year,  yet  there 
is  not  much  to  record  that,  outside  of  our  own  borough,  would  be 
new  or  of  general  interest. 

During  the  past  two  years  our  board  has  been  to  a  satisfactory 
degree  successful  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  education  act.  An 
efficient  attendance  officer,  and  a  number  of  fines  imposed  upon  de- 
linquents, were  used  as  means  to  convince  those  disposed  to  give 
trouble  that  it  is  wisdom  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  act. 
Public  sentiment  is  now  in  sympathy  with  the  act,  and  we  do  not 
anticipate  much  trouble  in  the  future.  If  school  authorities  are 
really  in  earnest  they  can  enforce  the  act,  and  the  time  has  come 
when  no  excuse  should  be  accepted  for  failure  to  discharge  the 
duties  laid  upon  the  boards  of  directors. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  schools  has  made  a  new  school  build- 
ing a  necessity.     The  preliminary  plans  for  an  eight  room  building 
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haTe  already  been  drawn,  and  the  contract  will  be  let  in  the  near 
future. 

During  the  year  we  were  called  upon  to  grieve  over  the  death  of 
our  beloved  and  efficient  supervisor  of  music,  Prof.  W,  B.  Hall.  Prof. 
Hall  was  a  well-known  and  accomplished  musician.  His  work  be- 
fore institutes  and  other  gatherings  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
the  older  teachers. 

Twenty  young  people  completed  the  course  of  study  in  our  high 
school  and  received  their  diplomas.  While  our  classes  are  never 
large,  yet  the  character  of  the  work  done  in  our  schools  is  such,  that 
the  young  men  and  women  go  out  well  prepared  to  take  up  the  or- 
dinary duties  of  life. 


CONvSHOHOCKEN— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  school  year  ending  June  1L  1903,  has  been  one  of  unin- 
terrupted school  work.  Much  progress  was  made  in  many  lines. 
Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  done  their  work  faithfully  and  well, 
and  deserve  much  praise,  as  the  duties  of  their  position  were  ar- 
duous. No  change  in  the  general  work  or  any  innovations  were 
made  during  the  year. 

The  teachers'  meetings  were  full  of  interest  and  profit  to  all  in 
attendance  and  were  well  attended.  These  meetings  are  more  popu- 
lar now,  than  they  have  ever  been,  and  seem  to  be  almost  indis- 
pensable in  the  procedure  of  our  work. 

In  procuring  more  regular  attendance  of  many  pupils,  one  of 
our  janitors  was  asked  to  act  as  attendance  officer.  By  this  method 
many  habitual  truants  were  brought  to  school  and  induced  to  at- 
tend regularly.  We  are  in  need  of  a  good  truant  officer,  and  we 
feel  positive  by  having  one,  many  if  not  all  of  the  other  truants  and 
indifferent  pupils,  would  be  made  to  be  in  regular  attendance  at 
school  who  at  present  are  running  the  streets  during  the  school  ses- 
sions. It  is  expected,  however,  that  such  an  officer  will  be  employed 
for  the  next  school  year. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Little's  Opera  House 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  of  June.  It  was  largely  attended  by 
the  very  best  people  of  our  borough.  It  was  conceded  that  these 
exercises  were  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  high  school.  Dr.  J.  H. 
Pennimon,  Dean  of  the  College.  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
present  and  delivered  a  very  appropriate  and  instructive  address  to 
I" lie  audience.     The  rlass  consisted  of  four  boys  and  five  girls. 
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COKRY— Wm.  W.  Fell. 


I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1903. 
In  general,  the  work  has  been  quite  satisfactorily  done.  Nothing 
unusual  has  occurred  to  arouse  or  retard  the  steady  yet  substantial 
growth  which  the  school  has  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  in  the  past. 

On  the  evening  of  June  10,  the  thirtieth  annual  commencement 
exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held,  completing  the  work  of  the 
current  school  year.  A  class  of  twenty-one  received  their  diplomas 
on  this  occasion. 

Commencement  week  has  been  regarded  here  as  one  of  the  events 
of  the  year,  particular  interest  being  taken  in  the  meeting  of  the 
alumni  association.  Four  hundred  twenty-seven  students,  thus  far, 
have  been  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  first  class  was 
graduated  in  '74.  All  were  present  at  the  banquet,  on  the  evening 
following  commencement  night.  About  one  hundred  out-of-town 
guests  were  also  present. 

The  increase  of  interest  this  year  was  due  in  a  measure  to  the 
return  of  former  Supt.  V.  G.  Curtis,  after  an  absence  of  twenty 
years.  He  made  the  principal  address  on  commencement  night 
Avhich  was  well  received.  Much  credit  is  due  Prof.  Curtis,  as  it  was 
he  more,  perhaps,  than  any  one  else  that  laid  the  foundation  on 
which  the  school  stands  to-day.  In  1874  he  organized,  graded,  and 
otherwise  placed  the  school  on  a  substntial  working  basis. 

His  successor  Supt.  A.  D.  Colegrove,  who  served  with  no  less  dis- 
tinction, from  1883-1902,  had  carried  on  the  work  so  well  begun  as  to 
make  the  beginning  of  my  work  comparatively  easy. 

I  found  the  schools  thoroughly  organized  and  well  disciplined, 
presided  over  by  active  intelligent  teachers.  It  might  be  observed 
that  the  matter  of  discipline  has  not  been  mentioned  during  the 
whole  year.  Nor  have  I  seen  a  single  instance  that  would  indicate 
a  lack  of  it.  I  believe  with  the  employment  of  teachers  thoroughly 
equipped  for  the  work  the  solution  of  this  question  of  discipline  to 
a  very  large  degree  has  been  accomplished. 

A  fire-drill  was  established  during  the  year  which,  at  the  close 
of  the  school,  was  in  good  working  order.  At  first,  it  did  not  meet 
with  my  hearty  approval,  as  I  could  not  see  the  necessity  for  it.  It 
is,  however,  a  safe  guarantee  against  accident  in  case  a  fire  should 
occur,  as  the  buildings  can  be  cleared  in  order,  and  in  a  remarkably 
short  space  of  time.  Besides,  the  drill  affords  exercise  for  the 
pupils  which  they  all  like  and  which  can  be  made  the  means  of  some 
irooo!  effective  discipline. 
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It  is  more  than  likely  that  my  predecessor,  during  his  long  term 
of  service,  has  reported  from  time  to  time  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  school.  I  might  briefly  state,  however,  that  our  course  of 
study  requires  nine  years  below  the  high  school,  nine  months  in  each 
school  year.  The  high  school  has  two  courses  of  study — a  general 
course  and  a  college  preparatory  course.  The  college  preparatory 
course  is  the  one  generally  selected  by  the  students.  None  but  high 
school  branches  are  taught  in  either  course.  Many  of  the  students 
after  graduating  are  induced  still  to  continue  their  studies  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning  where,  in  some  cases,  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  their  entrance  without  examination.  Most  gratify- 
ing reports  have  been  received  with  respect  to  our  students'  prepa- 
ration from  the  authorities  of  the  different  colleges  they  have  en- 
tered. 

About  one  and  a  half  years  ago,  an  effort  was  made  to  establish 
a  public  library.  The  use  of  a  very  desirable  room  in  the  new  high 
school  building  was  given  by  the  board  of  education,  and  money  ap- 
propriated for  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals.  Although  the 
library  is  made  up  of  a  few  thousand  well  selected  books,  yet  the  de- 
mand for  new  and  fresh  reading  matter  is  far  in  excess  of  the  ability 
to  supply  it.  This  year  the  board  has  levied  a  small  tax  to  give  as- 
sistance along  this  line.  There  has  been  formed  recently  a  ladies' 
auxiliary  of  about  thirty  members  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the 
board  of  trustees,  the  object  of  which  is  to  devise  ways  and  means 
for  raising  funds  with  which  to  buy  more  books.  Some  entertain- 
ments have  been  given,  still  others  are  being  arranged  for,  so  the 
outlook  is  encouraging. 

Our  directors  have  been  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  school.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  they  have  been  at  work  making  some 
very  desirable  improvements.  About  $1,200  has  been  expended  in 
the  basement  of  one  of  the  ward  buildings.  Nearly  $2,000,  also,  has 
been  expended  on  the  interior  of  the  high  school  auditorium.  The 
contract  is  about  to  be  let  for  the  finishing  of  the  last  three  rooms 
of  the  high  school.  This  building  when  done  will  be  one  of  the  most 
modern  and  complete  in  its  equipment  in  the  State.  Work  will  be 
commenced  soon  on  the  interior  of  one  of  the  ward  buildings  to  be 
completed  before  the  opening  of  school  in  September.  About  $000 
has  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

Nearly  all  our  teachers  have  been  re-elected  and  everything  bids 
fair  for  a  successful  term  the  coming  year. 
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DANVILLE— U.  L.  Gordy. 


Our  schools  were  opened  September  2  under  auspicious  circum- 
stances, and  nothing  occurred  dining  the  year  to  interrupt  their 

good  order  and  progress.  Two  things  militate  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  successful  operation  of  the  public  school  system  in  our  borough. 
The  first  is  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  school  board  to  provide 
the  best  facilities  available  for  school  work — buildings,  sanitation, 
furniture,  apparatus,  books  and  supplies,  and  to  eliminate  all  per- 
sonalities, politics  and  religion  in  the  employment  of  teachers.  They 
make  merit  the  sole  standard  of  election,  re-election  and  promotion. 
These  conditions  enable  teachers  and  pupils  to  do  good  work;  and 
the  former  are  given  that  assurance  of  security  in  their  positions 
which  arouses  enthusiasm  and  stimulates  to  self  improvement. 
The  second  is  the  measure  of  confidence  which  the  public  seems  to 
have  in  the  directors  and  the  teachers  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  Increased  taxation  and  expenditure  of  money  are  endorsed 
with  the  apparent  idea  that  educational  advantages  of  correspond- 
ing value  will  be  provided;  and  the  teachers,  except  in  rare  cases, 
are  supported  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  proper  discipline  and  se- 
cure satisfactory  diligence  in  study. 

The  school  year  consisted  of  a  term  of  nine  months  or  ISO  days. 
During  the  term  1,383  pupils  were  enrolled,  120  in  the  high  school 
and  1,263  in  the  elementary  schools.  The  average  attendance  of  all 
schools  was  92  per  cent.;  high  school  07  per  cent.,  elementary  schools 
91  per  cent.  Of  the  twenty-nine  teachers  employed  in  regular  po- 
sitions, three  were  in  the  high  school,  twenty -five  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  one  as  special  teacher  and  supervisor  of  vocal  music. 
Your  superintendent  made  207  official  visits  during  the  term,  held 
thirty-two  grade  meetings  and  sixteen  general  teachers'  meetings. 
The  teacher  of  music  held  eighteen  instruction  grades  of  teachers 
during  the  term.  All  teachers  were  in  attendance  at  the  annual 
Montour  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  under  the  direction  of 
County  Superintendent  C.  W.  Derr.  November  10-14,  inclusive. 

A  regularly  employed  truant  officer,  devoting  one-half  of  his  time 
to  the  schools,  rendered  valuable  service  in  enforcing  the  compul- 
sory school  law.  By  regulation  of  the  school  board,  all  children 
coming  under  the  provision  of  the  law  were  required  to  attend  school 
75  per  cent,  or  135  days  of  the  school  term.  An  investigation  at  the 
end  of  the  year  showed  that  but  few  had  not  been  in  school  the  re- 
quired number  of  days.  Only  two  arrests  were  made  and  fines  im- 
posed. 
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Contagious  diseases  interfered  but  little  with  the  attendance 
of  pupils.  A  few  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported,  but  prompt  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  local  board  of  health  prevented  further  diffi- 
culty. The  school  rooms  and  books  were  fumigated  with  formalde- 
hyde gas  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  seemed  to  demand.  The 
town  had  but  one  case  of  small-pox  during  the  year,  and  that  in- 
terfered in  no  way  with  school  work. 

No  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  courses  of  study  or  methods 
of  instruction.  A  few  re-adjustments  were  made  in  the  course  of 
study  in  the  high  school  with  the  intention  of  making  the  work 
more  definite  by  securing  a  fair  correlation  of  subjects.  History, 
English  classics  and  composition  were  given  a  more  prominent  place, 
and  more  stress  laid  on  the  experimental  side  of  physical  science. 
Vocal  music  was  introduced  as  a  regular  subject  of  study  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools,  and  under  the  special  direction  of  Miss  Elfreide 
Weiss  satisfactory  progress  was  made  in  all  grades.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  teachers  in  the  way  of  alternate  daily  reviews  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  of  the  work.  It  is  now  on  a  sure  footing  edu- 
cationally, and  its  popularity  with  the  public  and  the  pupils  gives 
it  an  important  place  in  our  course  of  instruction. 

A  departure  from  the  old  method  of  promoting  pupils  was  made 
during  the  year.  Heretofore,  examinations  were  held  every  six 
weeks  in  all  subjects,  and  those  pupils  promoted  at  the  end  of  the 
term  who  had  made  a  general  average  of  75  per  cent,  and  not  lower 
than  65  per  cent,  in  any'  subject.  In  order  to  improve  the  attend- 
ance and  daily  preparation  of  lessons,  and  to  avoid  the  universal 
dread  and  annoyance  of  examinations,  all  pupils  were  promoted 
this  year  who  made  a  general  average  of  85  per  cent,  in  recitations 
and  not  lower  than  75  per  cent  in  any  subject.  Delinquents  were 
allowed  to  take  examinations  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  were  pro- 
moted if  an  average  of  75  per  cent  was  attained,  as  before.  Zero 
was  given  for  absence  from  recitations  for  any  reason.  Reviews 
were  held  from  time  to  time  to  teach  the  pupil  to  marshal  his  educa- 
tional facts  and  draw  conclusions,  also  to  show  the  teacher  how 
much  of  the  work  had  been  assimilated  by  the  pupil.  The  new 
method  proved  a  success.  Better  attendance  and  more  consistent 
study  were  easily  noticeable,  and  the  plan  was  generally  popular 
with  pupils,  parents  and  teachers. 

During  the  year  the  principles  of  education  as  outlined  by  Johon- 
not  was  made  the  basis  of  pedagogical  study  in  teachers'  meetings 
held  every  two  weeks.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the  place  and 
importance  of  objective  and  subjective  teaching.  A  manifest  inter- 
est was  taken  in  the  discussion  of  the  different  topics,  and  the  prin- 
ciples evolved  were  practically  applied  to  methods  in  school  room 
work. 
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The  State  Association  of  Superintendents  and  Directors  were  at- 
tended respectively  by  your  superintendent  and  two  members  of 
our  board,  Messrs.  Jacob  Fischer  and  Samuel  Werkheiser.  Reports 
of  proceedings  and  benefits  derived  were  made  a(  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  local  board. 

Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  school  board  during  the  year 
providing  for  the  erection  of  a  $7,000.00  annex  to  the  First  ward 
building,  and  the  incorporation  of  a  commercial  department  in  the 
high  school.  The  intention  is  to  devote  four  years  to  the  course, 
half  of  which  will  be  purely  commercial  work.  It  is  hoped  that  our 
graduates  will  be  able  to  fill  responsible  positions  as  stenographers, 
typewriters  and  book-keepers  without  further  preparation. 

Sixteen  students  of  the  high  school  were  graduates  on  the  even- 
ing of  June  2  before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  in  the  opera 
house.  The  matter  of  granting  diplomas  to  pupils  of  the  grammar 
schools  when  promoted  to  the  high  school,  first  introduced  in  June, 
1902,  has  done  all  that  we  hoped  it  would.  The  dignity  given  the 
event  has  been  the  means  of  keeping  a  class  of  pupils  in  school  who 
heretofore  have  gone  to  the  mills  after  arriving  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years.  A  number  of  these  pupils  will  enter  the  high  school  and 
possibly  graduate. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  year  of  my  administration,  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  results.  The  unqualified  co-operation 
of  the  teachers  and  the  support  of  the  school  board  have  made  pos- 
sible the  success  of  all  efforts  looking  toward  the  improvement  of 
the  schools.  The  failures  which  have  been  made  are  largely  at- 
tributable perhaps  to  my  own  work.  AYith  the  benefit  of  what  ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  we  hope  to  push  our  plans  for  the  future 
to  a  successful  end. 


DU  BOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


The  school  year  just  ended  has  been  characterized  by  commend- 
able and  gratifying  results.  The  earnest,  faithful  efforts  of  the 
teachers,  the  unanimity  of  the  directors  in  endorsing  the  sugges- 
tions and  the  directions  of  the  superintendent,  the  healthy  growth 
of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  advancement,  the  prevailing  har- 
mony and  the  united  efforts  of  teachers,  parents,  directors  and 
friends  of  education  are  encouraging  evidence  that  our  schools  are 
enjoying  an  era  of  great  prosperity. 
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Report  of  Attendance. 

The  report  of  attendance  for  the  term  is  as  follows:  Enrollment, 
male,  862;  female,  938;  total,  1,800.  Average  attendance:  male,  745; 
female,  825;  total,  1,570.  Per  cent,  of  attendance:  male,  92  per  cent.; 
female,  93  per  cent..  Number  of  visits  to  the  schools  by  parents 
and  citizens,  1,756.  Contagious  diseases,  especially  among  chil- 
dren of  the  lower  grades,  and  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compul- 
sory vaccination  law  have  slightly  influenced  the  attendance.  The 
school  authorities  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  and  the  work  has  been 
productive  of  good  results.  Greater  vigilance,  and  a  still  more  rigid 
enforcement  of  this  law  will  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools. 

Public  Sentiment. 

The  unbounded  interest  manifested  in  educational  work  deserves 
special  recognition.  The  observance  of  special  days — Parents'  and 
Patrons'  Day  and  Flag  Day — has  proved  a  potent  factor  in  awaken- 
ing great  interest  and  pride  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  Nearly 
eighteen  hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  during  the  term, 
by  parents  and  friends  of  education.  Parents  visited  the  schools, 
teachers  visited  the  parents,  and  thus  a  closer  co-operation  and  a 
better  understanding  of  the  responsible  duties  were  established. 
Strong  public  sentiment  will  mean  the  best  directors,  the  best 
teachers,  the  best  equipped  school  buildings,  the  best  school  ap- 
pliances, the  longest  term,  in  short,  the  highest  welfare  of  the 
pupils. 

Steps  of  Progress. 

The  perfect  harmony  among  the  directors,  their  strong  endorse- 
ment of  suggested  steps  of  advancement,  their  united  efforts  and 
zeal  manifested  in  enhancing  educational  interests  have  given  im- 
measurable impetus  to  the  progress  of  the  schools. 

During  the  year  the  directors  provided  more  rooms  by  building  a 
four-room  annex  to  each  of  two  buildings,  First  and  Third  wards, 
respectively.  The  walls  in  each  of  the  four  substantial  buildings 
were  painted,  and  much  was  done  to  make  the  rooms  comfortable, 
pleasant  and  inviting. 

Owing  to  the  overcrowded  condition  of  some  of  the  schools,  six 
additional  teachers  were  employed,  thus  making  our  teaching  force 
forty-four  in  number.  Better  grading  resulted,  pupils  received 
more  individual  attention,  and  teachers  were  enabled  to  do  more 
thorough,  accurate,  effective  and  scientific  teaching. 

A  teachers'  pedagogical  library  was  established  by  the  united 
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efforts  of  the  teachers  and  the  directors.  The  library  contains 
some  of  the  leading  texts  on  psychology,  pedagogy,  school  manage- 
ment, methods  and  principles  of  education,  etc.  With  few  excep- 
tions, the  teachers  manifested  great  interest  in  professional  read- 
ing, and  their  teaching  was  thus  characterized  by  greater  efficiency 
and  skill.  Teachers  will  either  grow  or  degenerate;  they  must 
climb  or  fall;  and  those  who  do  not  seek  the  highest  professional 
advancement  should  be  promptly  relegated  to  the  rear. 

The  schools  were  absolutely  without  books  on  supplementary 
reading  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  The  directors  purchased  eleven 
hundred  volumes  of  the  following  books  for  the  different  grades: 
'•Easy  Steps  for  Little  Feet.;"  "Stories  for  Children;"  "Stories  of 
Country  Life;"  "Long's  Home  Geography;"  "Fairbank's  Home  Geo- 
graphy for  Primary  Grades;"  "American  History  Stories;''  "The 
True  Citizen;"  "Carpenter's  North  America;"  "Carpenter's  South 
America,"  etc.  These  books  have  proved  an  inspiration  to  pupils 
and  teachers,  and  were  the  means  of  awakening  unbounded  interest 
in  school  work.  Teachers  can  do  no  grander  work  for  their  pupils, 
than  to  develop  in  them  a  love  for  good  literature.  "Give  a  pupil  a 
taste  for  good  reading,  and  the  means  of  gratifying  it;  and  you 
place  him  in  contact  with  the  best  society  in  every  period  of  his- 
tory, with  the  wittiest,  the  tenderest,  the  bravest  and  the  purest 
characters  that  have  adorned  humanity." 

Course  of  Study. 

A  course  of  study  was  prepared  for  all  the  grades  below  the  high 
school.  The  aim  in  the  preparation  of  this  course  was  to  place  the 
amount  of  work  required  within  the  reach  of  the  child  of  average 
ability.  The  teachers  and  the  superintendents  have  made  a  special 
study  of  the  new  course,  and  with  slight  modifications  the  teachers 
unanimously  pronounce  the  course  very  satisfactory.  The  curricu- 
lum of  the  high  school  is  being  revised,  the  next  session  two  or  three 
courses  will  be  presented  which  will  entitle  the  pupil  to  gradu- 
ation. We  have  aimed  to  unify  and  simplify,  rather  than  to  mul- 
tiply and  magnify  the  grade  requirements.  We  have  carefully 
guarded  against  the  tendency  of  forcing  children  beyond  their  capa- 
bilities. Thoroughness,  accuracy,  ability  to  apply  knowledge,  and 
general  efficiency  in  school  work  have  been  the  constant  aim  in  the 
preparation  of  the  courses  of  study. 

Scholarship  of  Teachers. 

Gur  esteemed  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  his  annual 
report  has  urged  most  strongly  a  higher  standard  of  scholarship  for 
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teachers.  Teachers  cannot  impart  what  they  do  not  know.  All 
other  things  being  equal,  the  better  the  scholarship  of  the  teacher, 
the  better  fitted  is  such  teacher  for  the  great,  responsible  duties  of 
the  profession.  Supt.  Schaeffer  says  that  teachers  of  limited  edu- 
cation seldom  inspire  the  desire  for  knowledge  which  is  needed  to 
carry  pupils  into  higher  institutions  of  learning;  still  less  can  they 
instill  the  habit  of  reading  and  observation  which  lies  at  the  basis 
of  modern  education. 

Strong  sentiment  is  prevailing  among  the  school  authorities  iu 
favor  of  the  best  available  teachers.  The  directors  have  urged  the 
teachers  of  all  grades,  regardless  of  certificate  and  diploma,  to  seek 
the  best  and  highest  professional  attainments  during  the  vacatiou 
months.  They  have  decided  that  in  the  election  of  teachers,  prefer- 
ence shall  be  given  1o  the  highest  grades  of  certificate,  the  widest 
experience,  the  best  professional  training,  and  the  greatest  gen- 
eral fitness  for  the  profession.  "Good  salaries  for  the  best  teachers 
is  the  best  and  wisest  economy." 


A  Longer  School  Term  Needed. 

Among  many  steps  of  advancement  yet  to  be  taken,  no  other 
presents  itself  so  forcibly  as  the  necessity  for  a  longer  term  of 
school.  Why  should  Du  Bois,  a  city  within  the  front  ranks  of  in- 
dustrial, commercial  and  business  enterprise,  have  only  eight 
months  of  school?  Why  should  our  pupils  not  enjoy  equal  educa- 
tional facilities  with  the  pupils  of  other  towns  and  cities?  Assur- 
edly, the  best  is  not  too  good  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  DuBois!  We 
have  unified  and  simplified  the  grade  requirements;  but  regardless 
of  this,  we  need  another  month  of  school  in  order  to  secure  the  de- 
sired thoroughness  and  efficiency  in  our  work. 

Nine  months  of  school,  with  from  four  to  five  hours  of  artistic 
teaching  daily,  is  of  infinitely  more  value  to  the  mental,  moral  and 
physical  nature  of  the  child,  than  a  shorter  term  with  longer  hours 
of  instruction.  Let  us  give  our  pupils,  each  day,  homeopathic  doses 
of  fresh  air,  sunshine,  and  out-door  exercise;  instead  of  rushing 
them  beyond  their  mental  and  physical  capabilities  during  a  shorter 
term,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  the  disadvantages  of  a  longer 
vacation.  (The  directors  have  unanimously  voted  for  nine  months. 
They  have  also  increased  the  salaries  of  teachers.) 

The  superintendent  is  sincerely  grateful  to  the  teachers,  pupils, 
parents,  directors,  and  the  entire  community  for  the  uniform  cour- 
tesy, loyalty  and  support;  to  the  public  press  for  the  dissemination 
of  educational  intelligence;  and  to  the  Department  for  valuable 
suggestions  and  information.     With  these  forces  of  support  and  en- 
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couragement,  the  outlook  for  the  schools  is  full  of  promise.  We 

shall    strive   earnestly,    patiently,    and    persistently  to    reach  the 
highest  goal  of  attainment. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


In  submitting  this  my  first  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, I  do  so  with  a  feeling  that  the  year  just  closed,  has  been 
one  of  remarkable  progress  in  the  Dunmore  schools. 

While  we  did  not  accomplish  all  that  we  hoped  and  planned  at  the 
beginning,  the  results  were  so  generally  gratifying  that  we  can  look 
forward  to  the  coming  year  with  very  bright  prospects. 

The  schools  have  been  practically  reorganized.  A  uniform  course 
of  study  has  been  adopted  and  put  into  operation  with  most  satis- 
factory results  both  to  the  teachers  and  the  school  board.  All 
forces  have  worked  together  with  the  result  that  disrespect  and  dis- 
obedience have  been  entirely  eradicated. 

I  commend  most  highly  the  splendid  attitude  manifested  by  the 
board  the  past  year.  It  has  done  more  to  establish  a  high  standard 
and  put  our  schools  on  a  successful  footing  than  any  other  agency 
in  connection  with  the  schools. 

They  had  the  courage  to  order  strictly  enforced  the  compulsory 
education  law  with  the  result  that  upwards  of  150  boys  and  girls 
were  taken  from  the  breakers  and  mills  and  returned  to  school. 
This  had  a  splendid  effect  on  the  attendance.  We  can  now  look  for- 
ward to  our  future  work  with  the  knowledge  that  the  boys  and  girls 
will  remain  long  enough  in  school  to  complete  at  least  the  work 
below  the  high  school. 

The  courses  of  study  have  been  so  arranged  in  the  high  school 
that  two  years  in  the  scientific  course  are  required  before  any  other 
course  can  be  taken  up.  This  has  entirely  eliminated  the  disposi- 
tion of  a  majority  of  students  to  select  the  business  course  because 
they  might  graduate  one  year  earlier. 

To  accommodate  the  increased  attendance,  a  fine  new  four-room 
building  is  now  in  course  of  erection  and  will  be  ready  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  year. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  a  renewed  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of 
our  corps  of  teachers.  Their  work  the  past  year  was  characterized 
by  thoroughness  and  a  desire  to  establish  a  high  standard.     We  had 
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four  very   successful   institutes,   resulting  in  much   profit   to   the 
schools. 

I  am  thankful  to  the  Department  for  the  valuable  advice  given 
during  the  year.     We  are  looking  forward  to  a  very  successful  year. 


EASTON— W.  W.  Cottingham. 


Advancement  along  educational  lines  in  the  schools  of  this  city 
has  been  aggressive  and  substantial.  As  the  degree  of  success  at- 
tending a  year's  school  work  is  best  measured  by  the  intellectual 
standing  of  the  pupils  at  the  close  of  the  term  as  compared  with 
their  mental  status  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  test  of  such 
comparison  when  applied  to  this  year's  scholastic  work,  gives  satis- 
factory evidence  of  sound  and  successful  effort  on  the  part  of  an 
earnest,  faithful  and  skillful  body  of  teachers. 

The  new  school  building  referred  to  in  last  yearns  report,  will  be 
ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  term  in  September  next.  This 
building  occupies  a  commanding  site  in  the  western  part  of  the  city, 
is  of  brick  construction  with  wide  halls  and  easy  stairways,  and 
contains  eight  large,  commodious  rooms  with  ample  wardrobe  con- 
veniences, and  will  be  equipped  with  single  adjustable  furniture  of 
ihe  most  approved  pattern.  The  heating  and  sanitation  of  this 
building  is  complete  in  all  its  arrangements  and  in  this  respect  con- 
forms to  the  best  and  most  modern  ideas  on  the  subject. 

Last  year  the  enrollment  of  800  new  pupils  who  never  before  at- 
tended the  schools  of  this  city,  reached  the  high-water  mark  in  the 
history  of  the  schools  of  the  city,  but  this  year's  enrollment  of  new 
pupils  nearly  parallels  it  with  its  total  of  764.  Fortunately  the 
Board  of  Control  foresaw  and  prepared  for  this  large  influx  of  new 
pupils,  and  as  a  consequence  the  school  room  accommodations  of  the 
district  were  adequate  to  the  demand. 

The  prospective  congested  condition  of  the  schools  composing  the 
primary  and  intermediate  grades  of  the  coming  year,  as  indicated 
by  the  late  assignment  of  pupils  for  that  year,  has  been  promptly 
remedied  by  the  recent  action  of  the  Board  of  Control,  in  providing 
for  the  organization  and  maintenance  during  the  ensuing  year,  of 
seven  additional  schools  of  the  grades  required. 

This  year's  graduating  class  consisted  of  forty  members,  nineteen 
males  and  twenty-one  females.  The  commencement  exercises  were 
held  in  the  Opera  House  in  the  presence  of  an  over-crowded  audi- 


No.  5.  EASTON.  213 

ence,  and  were  of  an  exceptionally  high  character  in  point  of  literary 
production,  thought  development  and  expression,  all  of  which  is 
accounted  for  as  being  chiefly  due  to  the  high  standard  and  excel- 
lency of  the  work  achieved  in  the  English  Department  of  this  school. 
A  pleasing  and  interesting  accompaniment  to  the  exercises  of  this 
occasion  was  the  presentation  by  Prof.  W.  S.  Hall,  representing  the 
college  faculty,  of  a  free  scholarship  in  Lafayette  College  to  the 
young  gentleman  of  the  class  who  had  attained  the  highest  grade 
in  scholarship  in  the  classical  department,  and  the  presentation  by 
R.  A.  Stotz,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control,  of  a  free 
scholarship  in  the  "Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  to  the  young 
lady  of  the  class  who  had  achieved  all  the  acquirements  entitling 
her  to  this  distinguished  honor. 

The  High  School  is  an  important  and  influential  factor  in  the  edu- 
cational work  of  the  district.  The  academic  work  of  this  institu- 
tion is  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  efficiency  claimed  by  the  best 
schools  of  secondary  grade,  a  fact  that  has  been  fully  verified  by 
the  proficiency  of  its  students  who  enter  college,  and  by  the  prefer- 
ment accorded  them  in  the  distribution  of  honors  and  prizes  on  col- 
lege commencement  occasions. 

The  Commercial  Department  of  this  school  has  been  placed  on  a 
par  with  the  Classical  and  English  Departments,  by  an  extension  of 
its  curriculum  to  a  four  year's  course  of  study.  The  specific  char- 
acter of  the  training  furnished  by  this  department  has  awakened 
public  interest,  and  is  therefore  rapidly  becoming  the  most  popular 
course  of  the  general  curriculum  of  the  school.  Upon  their  gradu- 
ation, the  commercial  students  are  in  eager  demand  and  in  what- 
ever proffered  clerical  or  business  position  they  may  devote  their 
energies,  they  have  hitherto,  by  reason  of  their  special  training, 
been  enabled  to  establish  a  fair  reputation  for  skill  and  efficiency 
in  the  discharge  of  duty. 

In  connection  with  the  regular  monthly  teachers'  meetings,  there 
were  maintained  this  year,  a  series  of  weekly  grade  meetings  where- 
in subjects  of  special  educational  interest  were  discussed  and  plans 
and  methods  formulated  that  tended  to  the  unification  of  effort  in 
the  daily  routine  of  school-work.  A  Normal  class  was  also  organ- 
ized and  maintained  during  the  entire  school  term  under  the  direc- 
tion of  an  experienced  teacher  and  in  pursuit  of  a  prescribed  sys- 
tematic course  of  instruction. 

The  University  Extension  Course  established  during  the  year  by 
the  teachers  of  this  city  was  eminently  successful  as  an  educational 
as  well  as  a  financial  enterprise.  Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted for  another  course  of  twelve  lectures  along  educational  lines 
the  coming  year. 

The  Board  of  Control  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  wisdom  and 
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harmony  that  have  characterized  its  deliberations  in  legislating  for 
the  educational  interests  of  the  city,  and  for  the  alactrity  displayed 
in  its  efforts  to  facilitate  and  encourage  effort  that  would  conduce 
to  the  betterment  of  the  schools  under  its  direction.  The  Board 
has  been  prompt  in  its  support  of  every  measure  proposed  in  the 
interest  of  educational  progressiveness,  and  has  ever  exercised  due 
and  becoming  vigilance  in  furtherance  of  the  moral  and  physical  as 
well  as  the  intellectual  well  being;  of  those  entrusted  to  its  care. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


During  the  year  ending  June,  1903,  two  new  features  were  intro- 
duced into  our  public  school  system,  the  ungraded  school,  to  take 
charge  of  the  boys  brought  in  from  the  streets  under  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  law,  and  a  commercial  or  business  depart- 
ment in  the  high  school.  Both  features  were  successful  from  the 
start. 

The  ungraded  school  is  a  necessity,  and  demonstrates  that  chil- 
dren who  are  the  victims  of  parental  indifference,  or  neglect,  can  be 
interested  in  school  work,  and  can  be  trained  under  skillful  teaching 
to  habits  of  application  which  will  enable  them  to  become  useful 
citizens. 

The  Commercial  Department  in  the  High  School  was  exceedingly 
popular.  It  recommends  itself  to  the  people,  as  proposing  to  train 
their  children  to  something  practical  and  of  immediate  use  after 
school.  Penmanship,  stenography,  typewriting,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
business  correspondence,  bookkeeping  in  all  its  forms,  are  subjects 
which  will  always  hold  a  place  in  the  public  esteem,  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  should  receive  special  attention  before  graduation 
from  the  high  school. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  have  been  provided  for 
the  ensuing  school  year. 

The  total  enrollment  for  1903  was  8,044,  divided  as  follows:  High 
School,  591;  Grades,  7,025;  Ungraded,  26;  Kindergarten,  133;  Train- 
ing Class,  23;  Night  Schools,  185;  Mechanical  Drawing,  61. 

There  were  20  high  school  teachers,  182  grade  teachers,  18  teach- 
ers of  German,  4  special  teachers  of  music  and  drawing,  5  kinder- 
garten teachers,  2  ungraded  school  teachers  nnd  5  niglit  school 
teachers;  total,  236  for  the  vear. 
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Free  books  cost  |0.7()  per  pupil;  supplies,  $0.47  per  pupil.     Books 
in  the  high  school  cost  $2.10  per  pupil;  in  the  grades  $0.59  per  pupil. 
Teachers  wages  for  the  year  amounted  to  $103,187.45. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


The  school  year  of  nine  months  closed  May  29.  The  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  was  reduced  somewhat  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  vaccination  law.  Two  new  schools  were  opened  in  the  new 
school  building  mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year. 

An  experience  of  two  years  with  the  elective  course  of  study  in 
the  high  school,  given  in  full  in  last  year's  report,  will  probably 
lead  to  a  modification  of  it  before  the  beginning  of  next  year,  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  elective,  and  increasing  the  number  of  required 
studies. 

The  new  high  school  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the 
beginning  of  next  year.  The  plans  were  furnished  by  Owsley  and 
Boucherle,  architects,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Its  distinctive  fea- 
tures are  that  it  is  essentially  a  two-story  and  not  a  three-story 
building;  that  it  is  arranged  on  the  study-room  and  recitation-room 
plan;  that  it  has  an  auditorium  (not  yet  completed)  on  the  ground 
floor;  and  that  ample  provision  is  made  for  manual  training. 

The  transfer  of  the  high  school  to  the  new  building  will  give  us 
four  more  rooms  for  our  grammar  schools.  This  will  be  sufficient 
for  our  needs  for  some  years  to  come. 


GREENSBURG— E.  J.  Shives. 


"The  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number"  has  been  the  motto 
of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  and  we  have  endeavored  to  ex- 
emplify this  in  a  practical  way.  During  the  school  year  the  work 
progressed  in  an  uninterrupted  manner  and  we  feel  that  much  has 
been  accomplished.  Our  school  buildings  have  been  taxed  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  so  much  so,  that  we  have  felt  that  some  of  our 
teachers  were  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  large  classes  they  were 
obliged  to  handle.     The  ideal  school  room  should  not  contain  more 


216  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

than  forty  pupils  as  a  maximum,  and  when  the  number  gets  be- 
yond forty-five,  the  teacher  is  seriously  handicapped.  When  any 
school  becomes  so  large  that  the  individuality  of  each  pupil  is  not 
manifest  to  the  teacher,  the  best  work  cannot  be  accomplished. 

Our  board  of  directors  will  in  the  near  future  provide  more  school 
rooms  and  thus  obviate  this  difficulty. 

With  a  faithful  corps  of  teachers  we  have  put  forth  our  best  ef- 
forts to  secure  good  results  along  the  line  of  punctuality,  attend 
ance,  deportment,  and  intellectual  growth,  and  I  am  sure  that  our 
work  has  not  been  in  vain. 

During  the  spring  the  following  invitation  was  sent  to  each 
parent. 

Greensburg,  Pa.,  April  3,  1903. 
To  the  Parents: 

You  are  always  welcome  in  our  schools,  but  you  have  a  special 
invitation  to  visit  any  of  the  school  rooms  on  the  following  dates: 

Tuesday,  April  7,  High  School  Building  and  Building  No.  1. 

Wednesday,  April  8,  Building  No.  2. 

Thursday,  April  9,  Building  Xo.  3. 

On  this  occasion  the  regular  program  of  work  will  be  carried  out. 
Our  object  is  to  give  you  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  teachers, 
our  course  of  study,  methods,  discipline,  and  details  of  school  work. 

Such  visits  on  the  part  of  the  parents  are  always  helpful  to  all 
concerned. 

Many  accepted  the  invitation  and  were  present  on  the  days  set 
apart  for  the  special  visitation.  There  are  many  parents  who  are 
willing  and  really  anxious  to  visit  the  schools  but  who  feel  some- 
what timid,  fearing  they  may  interfere  with  the  work  of  the  teacher, 
Such  persons  are  very  glad  for  a  special  opportunity  to  gratify  this 
desire.  If  the  parents  realized  more  fully  the  good  they  could  ac- 
complish for  their  own  children  by  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the 
teachers,  they  would  no  doubt  give  this  matter  more  thought  and 
attention. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  boys  enrolled  was  G97  and  the  num- 
ber of  girls  733,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1,430.  The  per  cent, 
of  attendance  during  the  year  was  92.  We  had  thirty-three  teach- 
ers including  a  special  teacher  of  penmanship  and  drawing,  and  a 
special  teacher  in  music.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  two  of  the 
best  special  teachers  I  have  ever  met. 

We  held  a  joint  institute  with  the  teachers  of  Westmoreland 
county  during  the  week  preceding  Christmas,  and  to  say  that  the  in- 
stitute was  a  success  is  putting  the  matter  very  modestly. 

We  graduated  eight  pupils  from  our  high  school  on  the  fourth  of 
June. 
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IlAlUilsiirKCi— L.  ().  Poose. 


A  general  review  of  the  work  of  the  schools  of  (his  city  for  the  past 
year  shows  encouraging  and  substantial  evidences  of  progress.  Our 
ideals  along  some  lines,  however,  have  not  been  entirely  realized, 
but  ideals  are  seldom  if  ever  fully  realized,  and  our  best  work  is  gen- 
erally but  an  earnest  effort  towards  the  realization  of  the  ideal. 
But  few  innovations  have  been  attempted  and  these  for  the  most 
part  have  been  but  modifications  of  existing  conditions. 

A  change  of  text  books  in  Arithmetic,  United  States  History,  Eng- 
lish Grammar,  Primary  Beading  and  Spelling  made  it  necessary,  in 
some  instances,  to  modify  the  assignment  of  the  subject  matter  to 
be  taught  and  to  change  the  method  of  teaching  this  matter.  This 
was  especially  true  in  the  new7  method  of  teaching  reading  to  the 
pupils  in  the  first  primary  grade,  for  the  reason  that  the  system 
adopted  for  doing  this  is  entirely  different  from  that  formerly  in  use. 
The  difficulties  encountered  by  these  changes  and  modifications  were, 
however,  overcome  by  the  teachers,  but  not  without  much  additional 
and  persistent  labor  on  their  part. 

At  the  opening  of  school  last  September  a  room  was  fitted  up  in 
the  High  school  for  a  gymnasium  for  the  use  of  the  boys  and  girls 
of  this  school.  The  only  apparatus  used  consists  of  bar-bells,  Indian 
clubs  and  dumb-bells.  The  boys  and  girls  are  in  separate  classes  for 
this  work  and  receive  instruction  specially  suited  to  their  needs. 

A  company  of  military  cadets  has  been  enlisted  from  the  boys  of 
the  three  highest  classes  in  the  school.  They  have  been  thoroughly 
instructed  in  military  tactits  and  movements,  are  uniformed  and 
expect  to  receive  arms  and  Gther  accoutrements  shortly. 

Both  boys  and  girls  have  received  great  benefit  from  this  instruc- 
tion and  have  shown  a  marked  improvement  in  their  power  of  physi- 
cal endurance  and  in  their  personal  bearing. 

A  special  instructor  or  physical  director,  skilled  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  physical  training  and  military  tactics,  was  placed  in  charge 
of  this  work  and  has  given  his  entire  time  to  it. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  in  drawing  much  brush  and  color 
work  has  been  done  in  all  grades  of  school.  Pupils  have  generally 
enjoyed  it  and  have  given  evidences  of  skill  and  proficiency.  It 
brings  to  the  surface  the  power  of  presenting  ideas  in  form  and  color, 
and  enable  pupils  to  convey  through  such  efforts  what  they  cannot 
give  in  words. 

The  work  of  making  baskets  from  ratan  and  raffia  was  pursued 
to  a  greater  extent  than  any  time  in  the  past.     The  more  it  is  at- 
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tempted  the  more  readily  its  educational  value  is  recognized,  it 
awakens  thought,  skill  of  hand  and  eve,  secures  application  and 
patience  aud  develops  accuracy  and  judgment. 

Music  continnea  to  receive  its  usual  amount  of  attention  and  the 
pupils  in  all  grades  of  school  sing  remarkably  well.  Those  in  the 
upper  grammar  grades  and  in  the  High  school  frequently  give  evi- 
dences of  their  proficiency  in  singing  in  public  entertainments  given 
for  the  pleasure  of  their  friends  and  visitors  to  the  schools. 

For  some  years  past  prize  contests  in  composition  and  declamation 
have  been  held  in  the  High  school  in  which  the  boys  and  girls  of 
different  classes  of  the  school  have  been  the  competitors.  Awards 
of  money  or  other  valuable  consideration  have  been  bestowed  upon 
the  sucessful  contestants.  These  contests  have  been  held  under  the 
auspices  of  individual  citizens  or  different  organizations  of  citizens 
who  meet  the  expense  s  incurred.  They  are  intended  to  awake  and 
foster  more  interest  in  composition  and  declamation  in  the  pupils 
of  the  school  as  well  as  to  call  attention  to  things  that  make  for  bet- 
ter citizenship.  These  exercises  are  open  to  the  general  public  and 
have  become  occasions  of  more  than  ordinary  moment  to  both  pupils 
and  patrons. 

The  Harrisburg  Civic  Club,  an  organization  of  philanthropic  and 
public  spirited  ladies  of  the  city,  has  organized  a  system  of  teaching 
civics  in  the  schools,  and  members  of  the  club  are  permitted  to  visit 
the  schools  at  stated  periods,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  teachers 
organize  clubs  among  the  pupils  and  arrange  for  instruction  in  civics. 
These  ladies  have  been  successful  in  having  boxes  placed  at  street 
corners  for  the  reception  of  paper  and  other  litter  usually  thrown  on 
the  streets.  Children  are  taught  the  use  of  these  receptacles  and 
the  importance  of  tlioughtf  ulness  for  the  welfare  and  rights  of  others 
in  all  relations  in  life.  This  organization  has  been  successful  in 
decorating  the  wallfl  of  school  rooms  in  the  city  with  pictures  and 
other  works  of  art.  and  also  of  conducting  a  number  of  vacation 
schools  at  different  school  buildings  during  the  summer  vacations 
for  some  years  past,  its  members  cheerfully  meet  all  the  expenses 
incurred  in  these  enterprises  and  have  endeared  themselves  to  many 
children  who  have,  in  one  way  or  another,  been  helj)ed  by  their  bene- 
factions. 

Telex>hones  have  been  provided  for  all  school  buildings  contain- 
ing four  or  more  rooms.  These  are  connected  with  the  office  of  the 
board  and  superintendent,  and  are  intended  for  the  transmission  of 
all  kinds  of  school  information  between  the  offices  and  the  schools, 
but  are  qoI  intended  for  the  general  public. 

Tliey  have  been  found  to  be  of  indescribable  service  and  value  to 
all  parties  for  whom  intended.  They  annihilate  time  and  distance 
in  the  administration  of  school  work. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  liarman. 


In  my  last  year's  annual  report  to  the  school  board  I  stated  that 
our  schools  contained  too  many  pupils  to  the  teacher.  This  state- 
ment led  to  an  investigation  that  proved  very  interesting  and  gave 
us  some  valuable  information  that  I  think  may  be  useful  to  other 
superintendents  and  directors,  and  I  therefore  enclose  a  list  of  the 
questions  and  a  summary  of  the  answers.  I  desire  in  this  public- 
way  to  thank  all  those  superintendents  who  so  courteously  gave  us 
the  desired  information  and  their  own  private  opinions  upon  the 
questions  submitted. 

Question  No.  1. — What  is  the  average  enrollment  per  school  of 
your  primary  grades;  of  your  intermediate  grades;  of  your  gram- 
mar grades. 

Question  No.  2. — What  is  your  personal  judgment  as  to  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  pupils  that  can  be  properly  taught  by  one  teacher 
in  each  of  the  grades  as  above  indicated? 

In  answer  to  question  one,  a  summary  of  the  reports  from  forty- 
three  towns  and  cities  in  our  State  gives  the  following  averages: 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Average. 

60 
54 
52 

32 
32 
29 

44 

43 

40 

The  highest  average  enrollment  of  all  the  grades  in  any  school 
district  reporting  was  fifty-two;  the  lowest,  thirty-four;  the  general 
average  of  the  primaries,  forty-four;  of  the  intermediates,  forty- 
three;  of  the  grammars,  forty. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  superintendents  in  answer  to  the 
second  question  was  forty  for  primaries,  thirty-nine  for  intermedi- 
ates, and  thirty-eight  for  grammars. 

As  a  result  of  the  inquiry,  our  committee  on  teachers  and  pupils 
made  the  following  recommendations  which,  after  careful  considera- 
tion and  considerable  discussion,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

First — That  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  three  additional  schools 
be  opened,  to  be  located  in  the  parts  of  the  city  where  the  need  may 
be  found  to  be  the  greatest. 

Second — That  for  the  future  guidance  of  the  board  the  following 
rule  be  adopted:  "A  full  school  in  the  primary  grades  shall  contain 
forty-five  pupils  and  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades  forty 
pupils.     When  the  average  number  of  all  the  pupils  enrolled  in  any 
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grade  shall  exceed  the  full  number  by  five,  a  new  school  shall  then 
be  opened  in  that  grade." 

A  further  result  of  this  inquiry  and  agitation  was  a  determina- 
tion by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  board  to  erect  a  new  school  building 
of  at  least  twelve  rooms.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  present  high 
school  building  will  soon  be  too  small  to  accommodate  the  constantly 
increasing  number  of  pupils,  the  board  of  controllers  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting  reconsidered  their  original  action  and  decided  upon 
a  new  20-roomed  high  school  building  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, and  our  citizens,  by  a  vote  of  five  to  one,  instructed  them  to 
sell  bonds  to  cover  the  cost. 

This  building  will  be  the  fourth  within  a  period  of  twelve  years 
that  our  little  city  has  erected.  They  contain  fifty-two  school  rooms 
and  will  have  cost  us  something  over  $200,000. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  the  most  encouraging,  I  think,  of 
my  twenty-two  years  of  supervision  in  Hazleton.  The  citizens  are 
supporting  every  forward  movement  in  public  school  affairs;  the 
teachers  have  been  painstaking  and  efficient;  the  controllers,  while 
watchful  of  the  finances,  have  gone  upon  the  principle  that  nothing 
that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  schools  shall  be 
withheld. 

The  outlook  for  the  approaching  term  is  fully  as  encouraging  as 
were  the  events  of  the  past  year. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


Evening  Schools. 

Whole  number  of  schools, 5 

Average  number  of   months    taught,    3 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed,   5 

Average  salaries  of  teachers, $25  00 

Total  amount  paid  for  teachers'  wages,  375  00 

Contingent  expenses,    55  05 

Total  expenditures,   430  05 

Number  of  male  scholars,  157 

Number  of  female  scholars, 8 

Average  evening  attendance,    19 

Average  percentage  of  attendance, 78 

Cost  of  each  scholar  per  month $0  87 

High  School. 

Number  of  teachers  employed 3 

Amount  of  State  aid  received, $450  00 

Total  amount  paid  for  teachers'  wages, 2,080  00 
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Number  of  pupils  ou  roll, 86 

Average  attendance 69 

Percentage  of  attendance,  93 

Number  of  graduates,    11 


HOMESTEAD— J.  0.  Kendall. 


Homestead  was  organized  as  a  borough  September,  1880,  and  be- 
came an  independent  district  Juno  1,  1881.  There  being  unsatis- 
factory school  rooms,  the  board  had  plans  drawn  for  a  modern  eight- 
roomed  building  which  was  ready  for  occupancy  September,  1882. 

The  growth  of  the  town  has  been  phenomenal.  For  twenty  years 
the  superintendent  and  school  board  have  constantly  struggled  with 
the  problem  of  how  to  secure  sufficient  facilities  to  accommodate 
our  rapidly  growing  school  population.  Since  then  five  school 
houses  have  been  erected,  giving  a  seating  capacity  for  twent}*-five 
hundred  pupils,  more  than  sufficient  for  present  needs.  All  the 
buildings  are  equipped  with  approved  methods  of  heating,  seating 
and  ventilation. 

May  16th  witnessed  the  dedication  of  the  Charles  M.  Schwab  In- 
dustrial School  donated  to  the  Homestead  school  district  by  Mr. 
Charles  M.  Schwab,  President  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora- 
tion ,and  formerly  Superintendent  of  the  Homestead  Steel  Works. 
This  day  brought  all  the  citizens  of  Homestead  and  those  of  the 
surrounding  communities  to  the  dedicatory  ceremonies  in  honor  of 
the  noble  giver  of  an  institution  founded  on  the  "nobility  of  labor." 
Such  an  outpouring  of  people  was  never  seen  in  a  community  of 
much  greater  population.  The  day  was  an  ideal  one  and  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Dr. 
C.  M.  Woodward,  President,  Washington  University,  Saint  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  Mr.  Schwab  ended  the  exercises  for  this  occasion. 

The  building  is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  appliances  being 
secured  without  condition  to  cost  and  consists  of  the  following: 
Carpentry  and  joinery,  mechanical  drawing,  pattern-making,  mould- 
ing, forging,  machine  shop,  wood  carving,  sewing,  cooking  and  art. 
The  building  has  an  auditorium  seating  over  eight  hundred  people 
and  is  provided  with  a  grand  piano,  donated  by  Mr.  Joseph  Schwab, 
and  the  school  was  later  furnished  with  a  fine  set  of  art  models  and 
statuarv  bv  Mr.  Charles  M.  Schwab. 
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We  believe  this  is  the  first  manual  training  school  erected  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  by  the  gift  of  a  citizen, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  public  spirited  citizens  will  do 
likewise. 

The  commercial  school  was  made  a  department  of  the  high  school 
last  year,  and  is  equipped  with  six  typewriting  machines  and  all 
other  necessary  apparatus  for  present  needs.  Its  first  year  has 
given  promise  of  success,  and  I  think  will  be  the  means  of  qualifying 
a  number  of  young  men  and  women  for  a  commercial  life.  The  de- 
partments of  vocal  music  and  art  are  well  established,  and  in  charge 
of  competent  supervisors  whose  influence  and  work  reaches  all 
pupils  from  the  time  they  enter  school  until  they  complete  their 
education.  Such  advantages  are  of  recent  introduction,  giving  the 
pupil  opportunities  over  those  of  two  decades  ago,  but  modern  edu- 
cation demands  these  innovations  to  which  we  should  bow  willingly. 

The  work  done  by  the  teachers  has  been  of  a  high  order  through- 
out the  year.  As  a  body  they  have  been  faithful  and  efficient,  put- 
ting school  duties  before  social  pleasures.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
The  public  schools  have  no  room  for  social  gayety  during  school 
hours.  As  stated  in  former  reports  the  greater  number  of  teachers 
hold  diplomas  and  permanent  certificates.  The  provisional  certifi- 
cate is  doomed  in  first  grade  school  districts.  Modern  education 
demands  superior  scholarship.  It  is  now  calling  for  more  male 
teachers  as  supervisors  and  teachers  in  higher  departments. 

There  is  ample  room  for  both  men  and  women  as  teachers.  The 
first  years  of  the  pupil  are  best  spent  under  the  instruction  of 
female  teachers  and  the  later  years  under  those  of  men. 

The  Carnegie  Library  has  given  the  public  schools  splendid  ser- 
vice throughout  the  year  by  furnishing  all  the  supplementary  read- 
ing needed  in  all  the  grades  of  the  school  and  supplying  teachers 
with  professional  books;  also  establishing  teachers  clubs  for  pro- 
fessional study,  aiding  them  by  securing  suitable  books  for  those 
duties.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Dr.  Stevens  the  librarian 
and  his  faithful  assistants  for  advice  and  help.  A  modern  innova- 
tion of  public  libraries  is  educating  school  children  how  and  what 
to  read. 

With  this  report,  I  close  my  official  duties  as  superintendent  of 
the  Homestead  public  schools  and  relinquish  them  to  my  most 
worthy  successor,  James  M.  Norris.  Having  been  the  directing 
head  from  their  inception  to  the  present,  I  leave  them  with  the  hope 
that  they  will  do  great  things  for  the  people  of  Homestead  as  the 
years  go  on,  and  close  by  thanking  the  Department  at  Harrisburg 
and  all  other  agencies  for  their  interest  shown  in  me. 
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tllXTiXUDOX  BOROUGH— E.  K.  Barclay 


There  was  evidence  of  activity,  industry  and  steady  pi  ogress  in 
our  schools  during  the  year.  We  have  done  nothing  extraordinary 
but  much  that  might  be  termed  good.  Our  energies  have  not  been 
directed  toward  the  introduction  of  new  things,  but  rather  toward 
the  improvement  of  established  lines  of  thought  and  work.  We 
have  simply  used  the  best  teachers  available  to  simplify,  enrich  and 
unify  the  work.     Quality  not  quantity  has  been  our' watchword. 

During  the  year  all  experienced  teachers  had  their  wages  raised 
and  yet  many  of  them  are  poorly  paid.  One  new  teacher  was  added 
to  our  corps,  making  a  total  of  thirty.  The  enrollment  of  pupils 
was  not  as  high  as  the  year  preceding,  owing  greatly  to  the  unusual 
demands  of  our  local  industries  for  child  labor. 

Quarantine  for  small-pox.  diphtheria,  and  typhus  fever  kept  many 
children  from  school,  otherwise  our  attendance  was  good.  All  school 
children  were  successfully  vaccinated  and  our  attendance  officer 
found  little  trouble  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

During  the  year,  our  board  have  dispensed  liberally  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  work.  Supplementary  reading  matter  was  provided, 
new  slate  blackboards  were  purchased  for  several  rooms,  the  super- 
intendent's office  was  modernized  and  fitted  up  with  new  furniture 
and  aids,  the  Third  ward  grounds  were  beautified  and  graded  and 
several  of  the  school  room  floors  were  oiled. 

Our  course  of  study  has  been  enriched  by  having  a  well  defined 
course  of  nature  work  outlined,  and  a  more  thorough  and  extended 
course  in  English.  The  subject  of  reading  in  the  primary  grades 
was  given  special  attention  and  shows  good  results. 

A  reading  course  for  high  school  pupils  and  professional  reading 
by  the  teachers  were  features  of  the  year's  work  which  were  pro- 
ductive of  much  good. 

Throughout  the  term  professional,  popular  and  special  grade  edu- 
cational meetings  were  held.  The  teachers  were  enthusiastic  and 
the  meetings  were  faily  well  attended  by  the  friends  of  education. 

A  class  of  twenty-one,  seven  boys  and  fourteen  girls  were  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  on  June  2,  six  of  which  expect  to  continue 
their  studies  at  higher  institutions. 
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JE ANNETTE— Jno.  W.  Anthouv. 


Tlie  past  year  was  eventful  because  of  the  many  changes  in  our 
teaching  force  caused  principally  by  sickness.  Two  of  our  teachers 
resigned  to  accept  other  positions.  Nevertheless  Ave  had  a  fairly 
successful  year  as  determined  by  the  results  obtained  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

Our  high  school  received  better  support  from  tin-  patrons  than 
ever  before.  In  an  artisan's  town  it  is  difficult  to  gain  the  support 
for  a  high  school  it  should  have. 

The  two  members  of  next  year's  senior  class  who  make  the  most 
progress  in  their  work  for  the  year  will  receive  two  prizes  in  gold. 
The  first  $15.00  and  the  second  $10.00.  This  magnificent  offer  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  our  young  people  to  pass 
through  the  high  school  and  to  arouse  interest  in  general  in  it. 
This  offer  was  made  by  one  of  our  most  enterprising  citizens.  Mr. 
D.  E.  Carle,  general  manager  of  the  National  Glass  Company. 

During  the  year  our  attendance  officer  made  several  successful 
prosecutions  for  violations  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  But 
we  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  when  sickness  is  claimed  as  we  have 
no  way  of  ascertaining  the  truth. 

During  the  vacation  season  a  number  of  our  teachers  will  attend 
summer  schools  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  next  year's 
work. 


JOHNSTOWN— J.  M.  Berkey. 


In  submitting  my  seventh  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the 
•Johnstown  public  schools,  I  have  little  to  record  beyond  the  usual 
and  the  routine. 

Two  large  eight-room  buildings  were  completed  and  furnished 
during  the  year,  providing  ample  school  accommodations  for  pres- 
ent needs.  Both  buildings  are  substantial  brick  structures  and 
(  quipped  with  the  most  approved  system  of  heating  and  ventila- 
tion. 

It  n  worthy  of  note  that  notwithstanding  the  phenomenal  growth 
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of  the  city's  population  within  the  last  ten  years — over  seventy-five 
per  cent. — the  board  of  controllers  has  steadily  kept  pace  with 
school  requirements  and  has,  without  exception,  erected  first  class 
buildings,  fully  and  adequately  equipped  for  school  purposes. 

In  actual  enrollment  of  pupils  we  have  suffered  a  slight  loss  from 
the  previous  3'ear's  record.  This  was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  con- 
tagious disease  in  sections  of  the  city,  which  at  one  time  threatened 
to  become  epidemic.  The  strict  enforcement  of  compulsory  vacci- 
nation resulted  in  the  dismissal  from  school  of  about  eighty  chil- 
dren whose  parents  refused  to  have  them  vaccinated  and  the  chil- 
dren could  not  be  reached  under  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

Our  schools  suffered  a  still  more  serious  loss  from  temporary 
suspension  on  account  of  small-pox.  Altogether  the  schools  in 
twelve  buildings  were  affected,  suspending  the  work  of  eighty-four 
teachers  for  periods  ranging  from  two  days  to  five  weeks.  Many 
pupils,  moreover,  lost  much  time  from  enforced  quarantine,  some  of 
whom  necessarily  failed  in  their  grade  promotions.  Vigilant  and 
energetic  action  by  the  local  health  board,  however,  averted  the 
threatened  epidemic,  the  disease  was  stamped  out,  and  the  city  at 
this  writing  has  apparently  a  clean  bill  of  health. 

The  work  in  the  schools  has  moved  steadily  forward.  Manual 
training  has  been  extended  so  as  to  include  all  pupils  in  the  gram- 
mar and  high  school  grades,  varying  and  adapting  the  work  in  the 
higher  classes  along  distinctive  lines  to  the  practical  needs  of  boys 
and  girls.  Certain  features  of  manual  training  are  also  combined 
with  the  work  in  drawing  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades. 
With  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years,  we  are  now  in  position 
to  unify  the  work  of  this  seemingly  distinct  line  of  development 
with  the  general  plan  and  purpose  of  our  school  course.  Manual 
training  as  a  feature  of  our  public  school  work  has  met  with  univer- 
sal favor  on  the  part  of  our  people.  It  appeals  to  the  industrial 
life  of  a  city  such  as  this,  and  very  properly  so.  The  schools  must 
ever  keep  in  vital  touch  with  the  life  of  the  community.  But  it  is 
not  the  purpose  of  manual  training  merely  to  make  mechanics  or 
carpenters,  any  more  than  of  the  drawing  department  to  make 
great  artists,  or  of  the  domestic  science  department  to  make  cooks 
or  seamstresses.  The  educational  purpose  in  all  of  these  is  a  higher 
and  a  more  permanent  end.  It  is  the  application  of  the  recognized 
principle  of  learning  to  do  by  doing,  and  through  well-directed  prac 
tice  in  close  observation  and  accurate  execution,  to  make  the  ob 
serving  eye  and  the  skilled  hand  the  trained  and  ready  servants  of 
a  schooled  and  well-stored  mind.  Thus  educated,  the  boy  or  girl 
out  of  school  will  find  and  fill  the  right  place  in  any  department  of 
labor  and  life.    In  view  of  this  broad  and  common  basis,  manual 
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training  is  correlated  with  drawing  as  well  as  with  all  other  grade 
work  throughout  our  course  of  study. 

Apart  from  the  extension  of  manual  training,  there  was  prac- 
tically no  change  made  in  the  course  of  instruction  during  the  year, 
either  in  the  elementary  grades  or  for  the  high  school.  In  a  few  sub- 
jects the  work  was  somewhat  simplified  by  the  lopping  off  of  non- 
essentials and  the  placing  of  special  emphasis  upon  fundamental 
lines  in  all  subjects  of  study.  The  constant  tendency  in  school 
work  as  in  certain  social  functions  is  to  get  the  latest.  There  are 
educational  fads  just  as  there  are  fashionable  foibles.  Some  of 
these  fads  are  good  and  develop  into  staying  features  in  our  educa- 
tional progress;  but  many  of  them  are  as  fleeting  as  last  year's 
styles  in  fashionable  dress.  The  public  schools  cannot,  and  perhaps 
ought  not,  be  free  from  the  spirit  of  wanting  new  and  better  things. 
But  as  a  great  public  institution,  the  evolution  of  more  than  a 
century  of  thought  and  work  and  adaptation,  its  substantial  pro- 
gress must  come  through  the  medium  of  the  most  thorough  and 
convincing  proof,  before  the  schools  of  the  people  can  afford  to  adopt 
what  seems  to  be  good.  Great  leaders  and  great  universities  may 
investigate  and  experiment;  but  the  established  public  schools  must 
use  only  that  which  has  been  proven  good. 

Two  years  ago  we  adopted  the  system  of  an  elective  high  school 
course  for  our  students.  While  we  have  a  standard  or  regular 
four  years'  course  of  study  which  is  modified  for  a  college  prepara- 
tory, normal  preparatory,  or  commercial  course,  there  is  also  left 
to  individual  students  the  choice  of  certain  studies  in  any  one  of 
the  courses  pursued.  This  plan  has  been  very  acceptable  and  sat- 
isfactory. By  permitting  pupils  to  select  the  studies,  our  graduates 
are  able  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  special  lines  they  expect  to 
pursue  beyond  graduation.  Colleges,  Normal  and  technical  schools, 
like  all  departments  of  business  have  now  so  many  distinctive  feat- 
ures that  specialization  is  more  and  more  a  necessary  requirement 
in  a  high  school  course.  The  greater  interest  stimulated,  more- 
over, by  allowing  pupils  to  choose  their  studies,  has  secured  better 
results  in  class  work  and  discipline  than  was  possible  under  the 
former  system  of  a  uniform  course  of  study.  Thirty-one  boys  and 
girls  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term,  twelve  of  whom  have 
been  admitted  to  the  senior  class  of  a  State  Normal  school,  quite  a 
number  of  others  will  enter  colleges  in  the  fall.  Five  of  them  com- 
pleted the  commercial  course.  One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pupils 
were  promoted  from  the  grammar  department  to  the  high  school. 

The  school  year  just  begun  opens  up  an  encouraging  prospect. 
The  city's  health  has  apparently  been  fully  restored;  the  people 
continue  busy  and  prosperous,  and  each  week  adds  to  the  accumu- 
lated store  in  material  comforts  or  natural  opportunity;  the  school 
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buildings  are  fully  up  to  present  needs  and  were  never  more  at- 
tractive and  comfortable  than  they  are  now;  the  corps  of  teachers 
named  for  the  next  year's  work  has  been  carefully  chosen,  and  with 
special  regard  for  their  efficiency  and  moral  worth.  The  spirit 
which  pervades  the  school  workers  is  thoroughly  professional  and 
uniformly  cordial  and  wholesome;  the  board  of  controllers  is  earn- 
estly united  in  its  school  administration,  progressive  and  liberal 
in  its  attitude,  and  methodical  in  its  business  management.  That 
there  are  yei  serious  defects  in  our  system  is  only  too  apparent;  that 
new  problems  in  method  or  management  may  confront  us  during 
the  year,  none  will  presume  to  doubt.  But  if  we  shall  move  steadily 
forward  in  mutual  harmony  and  helpfulness,  giving  to  the  great 
work  in  hand  our  earnest  and  best  service;  then,  and  then  only,  will 
the  year's  record  eventually  justify  the  present  hopeful  outlook  and 
mark  the  coming  school  term  as  one  of  genuine  merit  and  substan- 
tial progress. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 


N.  B.  Some  words  in  tin-  following  report  are  printed  in  the 
amended  form  of  orthography  at  the  request  of  the  author. 

The  city  superintendent's  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of 
Lancaster,  must  be  brief,  for  few  hav  been  the  events  and  short 
the  annals.  This  would  indicate  a  happy  state  of  affairs,  and  such 
is  really  the  case,  especially  when  the  financial  condition  of  the  school 
department  of  our  city,  is  compared  with  that  of  many  others. 

This  is  no  dout,  in  great  part,  du  to  the  conservatism  of  our  peple, 
who  ar  naturally  avers  to  change  whether  of  directors,  teachers, 
eours  of  study,  or  text-books.  Their  motto  seems  to  be  intensive  im- 
provement rather  than  extensiv  movement,  not  a  larger  field  and 
greater  variety,  but  a  smaller  field  better  cultivated — evolution  not 
revolution. 

Evidences  of  this  conservatism  ar  found  in  the  fact  that  ther  ar 
members  in  our  b'oard  of  directors  who  hav  served  continuously  for 
34,  20,  22,  20,  18,  -17,  14  and  13  years  respectively;  that,  of  our  teach- 
ers, four  have  served  for  over  forty  years;  eleven,  over  thirty;  eleven, 
over  twenty,  and  twenty-nine,  over  ten.  Indeed  the  tenure  of  office 
of  our  teachers,  leavs  nothing  to  be  desired.  Among  the  text-books 
in  use,  I  find  the  fysical  geografy  adopted  in  1857,  the  rhetoric  in 
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1861,  an  arithmetic  in  the  same  year,  and  two  others  in  1865;  other 
text-books  in  use  since  '68,  '69,  '74,  '77  and  '89  respectively.  The  fact 
that  our  board  is  bi-partisan,  which  however  does  not  at  all  mean 
non-partisan,  has,  no  doubt,  greatly  contributed  to  this  conservatism. 

Teachers'  Salaries. — The  year  opend  wel  with  an  advance  in  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  of  the  primary  grade,  but  the  adoption  of 
the  specially  commedabl  feature  of  ading  extra  compensation  to  the 
salaries  of  all  teachers  found  qualified  to  instruct  their  schools  in 
vocal  music,  was  ruled  out  of  order.  As  it  is,  the  act  making  the 
minimum  salary  thirty-five  dollars  a  month,  affects  only  two  or  thre 
of  our  teachers.  An  amendment  is  now  pending  looking  to  an  in- 
creas  in  the  salaries  of  teachers  of  all  other  grades. 

High  Schools. — Our  peple,  with  sum  notabl  exceptions,  hav  not 
favord  co-education,  and  the  new  (Thaddeus  Stevens)  high  school 
now  being  built,  wil  therfor  be  for  girls  exclusivly.  When  com- 
pleted and  occupied,  our  high  schools,  both  boys'  and  girls',  wil  be 
thoroly  reorganized,  as  the  obstacls  which  prevent  its  being  done 
now,  namely  wTant  of  room,  wil  then  no  longer  confront  us. 

City  Institute. — Our  city  institute,  held  the  first  week  in  April, 
was  pronounced  the  best  yet  held,  thus  showing  continuous  progres 
in  this  institution  establisht  for  the  improvement  of  teachers.  The 
attendance  of  citizens  and  even  of  members  of  our  board,  is  however 
small,  du  probably  in  part,,  to  the  fact  that  we  endevor  to  make  it 
as  practical  as  possibl,  which  means  techniealty  professional,  and 
hence  les  attractiv  to  the  general  public,  and  also  becaus  it  is  held 
in  a  school-hous;  for  it  seems  that  for  sum  reason  or  other  school- 
houses  do  not  greatly  attract  the  peple  generally. 

Among  the  notabl  resolutions  adopted  was  one  requesting  the 
board  to  allow  the  teachers,  who  desire  to  do  so,  the  privilege  of  ac- 
cepting the  amended  forms  of  speling  recommended  by  the  N.  E.  A. 
and  the  Penn.  Educational  Association;  one  asking  the  board  to 
employ  a  supervisor  of  drawing,  and  one  favoring  the  more  general 
establishment  of  kindergartens  and  their  incorporation  into  the  pub- 
lic school  system. 

Grades  and  Promotions. — The  problem  of  the  grading,  classifying 
and  promoting  of  pupils  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  solvd.  To 
me  the  solution  lies  in  fewer  pupils  to  the  teacher,  and  in  a  more 
diversified  method  of  classifying  them.  Whether  the  pupils  be  all 
of  one  grade  or  of  two,  the  fact  remains  that  instruction  and  dril  can 
not  be  adapted  to  so  great  a  variety  of  intellect  in  the  brief  time 
alloted  to  the  class  and  the  subject.  The  failure  is  most  noticeabl, 
not  necessarily  greatest,  in  the  mathematical  studies,  and  hence  the 
cry  agenst  arithmetic,  algebra  and  geometry,  especially  in  schools 
for  girls.  It  is  necessary  to  cum  back  to  first  principls  and  grade 
and  classify  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  children  ar  to  be  taught, 
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not  military  companies  to  be  drild;  thar  mental  development  is  a 

groth,  and  that  the  rate  of  groth  varies  with  each  individual. 
As  wel  expect  all  to  he  of  one  size  as  to  expect  all  to  keep  lock-step 
in  intellectual  progres  or  mental  growth. 

I  desire  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Department  for 
favors  conferdj  especially  for  the  favor  of  printing  my  report,  as  re- 
quested, in  the  amended  form  of  speling. 


LEBANON— K.  T.  Adams. 


Number  of  school  buildings,    12 

Number  of  school  rooms, 77 

Number  of  teachers  employed.   72 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 2,873 

Average  daily  attendance,    2.351 

Percentage  of  attendance,    92£ 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school 201 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school, 16 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  to  the  high  school,   84 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  reported 3.371 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed,   6 

Number  of  female  teachers  employed.    66 

Number  of  teachers  examined,  7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates 7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates 1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates, 42 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  certificates,   1 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal  certificates,  ....  7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  Normal  diplomas. 1 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges, 6 

We  have  just  completed  one  of  the  most  successful  terms  iu  the 
history  of  our  schools.  We  have  had  better  attendance  and  con- 
sequently better  work  than  in  former  years.  The  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
attendance.  During  the  year  about  a  score  of  arrests  have  been 
made,  but  the  fines  and  costs  were  kept  as  low  as  possible,  so  that 
they  served  to  show  the  negligent  ones  that  they  must  send  their 
children  to  school,  rather  than  to  cause  them  hardship.  The  num- 
ber of  promotions  was  unusually  large.  In  the  grades  between  the 
primary  and  the  high  school,  less  than  G  per  cent,  failed  of  promotion. 
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This  was  in  part  due  to  our  elastic  system  of  grading  and  in  part  due 
to  the  faithful  work  of  our  teachers. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  the  remodelling  of  the  Franklin 
building  was  completed.  The  old  four-roomed  building  was  in  part 
torn  away  and  in  its  stead  we  have  now  a  good,  substantial,  nine- 
roomed  building,  which  will  give  us  plenty  of  room  for  a  year  or  two 
at  least. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  encouragement 
and  warm  hearted  support  of  the  teachers,  secretary,  and  of  the 
members  of  the  board  in  all  relations  during  the  year. 


LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Robb. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  twenty-eighth  annual  report  of 
the  Lock  Haven  public  schools.  Our  schools  closed  May  14th.  The 
commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
The  class  contained  twenty-two  members,  fourteen  ladies  and  eight 
gentlemen.  Teachers'  meetings  were  held  twice  every  month. 
These  meetings  were  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  all.  Grade 
meetings  were  held  from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
subjects  of  special  interest  to  the  teachers  of  different  grades. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  our  schools  to  do  good  and  thorough  work. 

Our  high  school  is  represented  in  most  of  the  leading  colleges,  and 
in  the  teaching  force  of  the  city  and  county.  While  Lock  Haven  has 
been  fortunate  in  having  a  strong  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers, 
and  our  school  board  has  always  manifested  a  disposition  to  legislate 
liberally  in  the  interests  of  the  schools,  yet  we  lack  much  along  cer- 
tain lines  of  equipment.  Our  school  houses  are  modern  and  adapted 
to  present  needs,  except  the  high  school  room.  Our  great  need  is 
a  modern  high  school  building  large  enough  to  hold  all  our  high 
school  pupils,  and  until  such  a  building  is  provided  our  work  in  the 
higher  grades  can  not  be  such  as  it  should. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown,  to  the  board  of 
directors  for  their  unanimous  and  hearty  support,  to  the  teachers  for 
their  faithfulness  and  readiness  to  act  on  suggestions,  to  the  patrons 
and  pupils  for  their  kind  words,  and  to  the  press  who  have  done  the 
cause  of  education  much  good. 
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LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  I. 

Robb. 


Our  school  work  dining  the  past  year  has  not  been  characterized 
by  any  great  changes,  but  we  feel  that  we  have  made  a  steady  growth 
in  all  the  regular  school  work.  The  greatest  improvement  was  made 
in  the  drawing,  which  subject  was  placed  under  a  special  teacher. 

The  administration  of  schools  in  a  township  is  a  difficult  problem 
on  account  of  the  irregular  attendance  and  the  expense  of  having 
special  teachers.  Consolidation  might  help  some  of  our  schools  but 
it  would  be  very  expensive  to  the  board,  and  the  fact  that  the  schools 
which  are  smallest  are  the  oldest  schools,  makes  a  movement  of 
this  kind  difficult,  and  then  we  cannot  keep  room  enough  in  the 
growing  sections  for  the  pupils  belonging  to  those  schools. 

The  township  high  school  has  made  a  steady  growth  in  numbers 
and  efficiency.  Twelve  out  of  eighteen  in  this  year's  class  will 
enter  higher  institutions  of  learning.  The  scholarships  for  Haver- 
ford  and  Bryn  Mawr  Colleges  are  incentives  to  do  good  work  in  the 
high  school.  The  high  school  being  located  within  sight  of  these 
institutions,  it  is  natural  that  a  large  number  of  students  should 
prepare  for  college.  Our  high  school  course  has  been  revised  and 
much  more  choice  is  given  to  the  students  in  the  selection  of  sub- 
jects.    English  is  the  only  regular  subject  required  in  all  the  courses. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  doing  work  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Most  teachers  who  are  not  over-taxed  in  their  school 
work  are  very  anxious  to  take  up  some  special  line  of  work.  Each 
year  teachers  must  be  more  professional  and  show  more  general  cul- 
ture if  they  are  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times.  It  is  the  duty  and  the 
privilege  of  the  superintendent  to  encourage  and  stimulate  each 
teacher  so  that  she  may  do  the  best  work  that  it  is  possible  for  her 
to  do. 

I  feel  that  the  work  in  our  schools  has  been  well  done,  and  that 
with  about  the  same  teachers  next  year  we  can  do  better  work. 


McKEESPORT— J.  Burdette  Richev 


I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  first  annual  report  of  tin- 
schools  of  this  city. 


232  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

New   School   Buildings. 

A  large  brick  building  containing  sixteen  school  rooms  and  office 
will  be  completed  in  October.  It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the 
Williams'  Heating  and  Ventilating  system.  When  it  is  furnished, 
it  will  be  one  of  the  very  best  ward  buildings  in  the  city.  The  com- 
plete cost  will  be  about  $05,000.00. 

Teachers'   Salaries. 

The  board  of  education  increased  the  salaries  of  all  the  teachers 
five  dollars  per  month.  The  teachers'  salaries  now  are  from  $45  to 
$60.00  per  month.  Some  of  the  principals'  salaries  were  increased. 
The  lowest  salary  paid  to  any  principal  is  $800.00.  The  highest  is 
$1,500.00.  The  salary  of  the  high  school  principal  was  increased 
from  $1,350  to  $1,450.  The  supervisor  of  music  was  increased  from 
$900  to  $1,000,  and  the  salary  of  the  supervisor  of  physical  culture 
from  $800  to  $900. 

High   School. 

The  different  courses  in  the  high  school  were  all  re-arranged  and 
made  more  flexible.  After  the  first  year,  part  of  ihe  work  is  elective. 
The  teachers'  training  course  was  made  five  years  instead  of  four. 
The  commercial  course  was  changed  from  2  vears  to  4. 


Teachers'  Institute. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium during  Thanksgiving  week.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  of  University  of  Chicago;  Dr.  Sherman  Davis,  of  University  of 
Indiana;  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Prof.  T.  F.  Truedley, 
of  University  of  Ohio,  and  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney,  of  Columbus,  Indiana. 
The  institute  was  very  successful  and  was  well  attended  by  teachers 
and  friends  of  education. 

Grade   Meetings. 

Grade  meetings  were  held  once  a  month.  These  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  the  teachers  took  great  interest  in  them. 

Arbor  Day. 

Arbor  Day  exercises  were  held  in  the  Centennial  and  East  End 
buildings,  and  thirty-aix  trees  were  planted  by  the  children. 
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General. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  education  the  principals  in  all 
buildings  consisting  of  ten  schools  were  relieved  from  teaching.  The 
rules  governing  the  promotions  were  changed  and  the  whole  scheme 
of  grading  and  promoting  was  made  more  flexible. 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


The  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  past  year  was  the  best  in 
the  history  of  our  schools.  One  year  ago  it  was  stated  that  if  con- 
ditions should  remain  the  same  as  those  of  the  previous  year,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  open  two  new  schools.  But  the  great  strike 
was  then  in  progress,  and  people  were  said  to  be  leaving  the  town  in 
such  great  numbers  that  few  supposed  there  would  be  any  neces- 
sity for  more  schools.  But  when  the  schools  opened  in  September 
fully  one  hundred  and  more  than  the  usual  number  of  pupils  pre- 
sented themselves  for  admission,  and  two  new  schools  were  ac- 
cordingly opened.  During  the  past  few  years  the  enrollment  and 
attendance  of  pupils  have  increased  much  more  rapidly  than  the 
population.  This  is  doubtless  due  mainly  to  the  stimulus  of  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law.  In  the  year  1900,  for  example,  the  daily 
attendance  averaged  1,709,  and  rose  to  1,746  the  next  year.  It 
reached  1,829  last  year,  while  this  year  it  is  exactly  expressed  by 
the  number  which  expresses  the  year  1903.  This  is  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  schools,  and  is  also  very  gratifying;  for  attend- 
ance, if  not  the  whole  matter,  is  at  least  one  of  the  most  important 
elements  of  success  in  school  work.  It  is  likewise  very  gratifying 
to  report  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  community  passed 
through  one  of  the  greatest  industrial  crises  ever  known,  yet  there 
was  hardly  a  ripple  of  trouble  so  far  as  the  schools  were  concerned. 
It  is  true  we  are  some  thousands  behind  in  our  finances,  but  we  hope 
that  with  a  few  years  of  prosperity  this  circumstance  will  not  prove 
a  serious  menace. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  of  compulsory  attendance,  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  accurately  what  degree  of  progress  we  are  making.  But 
the  figures  quoted  above  indicate  that  we  are  making  some  pro- 
gress. Owing  to  imperfect  registrations,  the  mis-spelling  of  foreign 
names,  the  frequent  change  of  residence,  and  the  difficulty  of  con- 
versing with  our  residents  of  foreign  birth,  we  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  determine  with  exactness  how  many  children  we  fail 
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to  reach.  But  we  are  year  by  year  getting  more  children  into  the 
schools,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  problem  of 
reaching  all  the  children  will  ultimately  be  solved  by  the  operation 
of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  An  attendance  officer  was  em- 
ployed during  a  part  of  the  term.  Four  prosecutions  of  parents 
were  reported  under  the  law,  and  all  were  effectual. 

The  salaries  of  our  primary  teachers  were  advanced  from  forty 
live  to  fifty  dollars  per  month  last  November.  Twenty-two  of  the 
teachers  holding  permanent  certificates  had  algebra  and  civics  added 
to  their  certificates  in  May.  The  work  of  the  teachers  was  com- 
mendable for  the  year.  I  note  with  pleasure  an  improvement  in 
primary  reading.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  all  the  teachers 
purchased  copies  of  the  memorial  edition  of  Parker's  Talks  on 
Teaching.  These  were  used  with  great  profit  in  our  teachers'  meet- 
ings. 

Night  schools  were  open  for  a.  period  of  four  months.  These 
schools  were,  on  the  whole,  an  improvement  upon  those  of  previous 
years.  The  behavior  of  the  boys  was  fair,  but  the  attendance  was 
far  from  what  it  should  have  been.  Instruction  was  confined  to 
reading,  spelling,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

About  one  hundred  new  volumes  were  added  to  the  district  li- 
brary. The  library  is  free  to  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  is  well 
patronized. 

Interesting  promotion  exercises  were  held  by  the  grammar  school 
graduates  May  29,  at  which  eighty-four  pupils  received  certificates 
of  admission  to  the  high  school.  The  high  school  commencement 
exercises  were  held  in  Kaier's  Opera  House,  June  1,  when  diplomas 
were  awarded  to  a  class  of  twenty  young  people. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  CO.— Daniel  F.  Guinan. 


Our  schools  closed  May  29,  after  a  fairly  successful  nine  months 
term.  The  high  school  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
high  school  building  on  the  evening  of  June  3.  These  graduating  ex- 
ercises have  done  much  to  increase  the  interest  of  parents  and  chil- 
dren in  school  work.  So  desirous  were  parents  to  be  a  part  of 
the  audience  that  the  school  room  and  entries  were  overcrowded 
within  a  few  minutes  after  the  doors  were  opened.  It  was  the 
fifth  annual  commencement  and  was  so  pleasing  and  successful  that 
it  is  probable  that  the  next  graduating  exercises  will  be  held  in  one 
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of  the  opera  houses  of  Mahanoy  City.  The  new  school  board  and 
the  two  retiring  members  occupied  seats  on  the  stage.  The  fol- 
lowing evening  the  township  alumni,  consisting  of  forty-two  gradu- 
ates of  the  high  school,  held  a  re-union  and  banquet. 

During  the  term  the  school  board  voted  to  introduce  music  in 
the  high  school  by  a  special  instructor.  The  instruction  consisted 
of  one  lesson  a  week  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  high  school  building,  parents  are  more 
interested  in  the  schools  and  children  are  more  studious  in  the 
grammar  schools,  with  the  expectation  of  passing  the  entrance  ex- 
amination for  the  high  school.  The  entrance  examination  was 
held  May  21-22,  and  fifty-four  pupils  from  the  different  grammar 
schools  of  the  township  competed  for  entrance.  Of  this  number  we 
can  admit  but  eighteen,  as  every  seat  in  the  high  school  was  occu- 
pied during  the  term  just  closed. 

While  the  school  is  centrally  located,  yet  it  is  from  two  to  three 
miles  from  the  homes  of  one-third  of  the  number  of  pupils  and  from 
one  to  one  and  three-fourths  miles  from  the  homes  of  the  other 
pupils. 

The  pupils  who  come  by  the  electric  car  pay  their  own  car-fare, 
as  the  act  empowering  townships  to  establish  central  high  schools 
and  pay  for  transportation  can  not  apply  to  our  township  as  the  act 
now  reads. 

The  requirements  to  establish  a  township  high  school — "a  petition 
to  the  school  board  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors 
representing  or  owning  property  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  such  township  district,''  are  such 
as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  township  to  establish  a  high  school 
and  get  the  benefit  of  the  extra  State  appropriation. 

Ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  voters  of  the  district  do  not  own  one- 
tenth  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  two  and  one-half  million  dollars  in  its 
assessed  valuation.  It  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  high 
school,  if  the  act  were  so  amended  that  it  would  be  possible  for 
our  township  to  share  in  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  the  law  au- 
thorizing townships  to  establish  central  high  schools.  It  is  with 
this  hope  that  I  submit  this  report. 


MEADVILLE— IT.  G.  SMITH. 


The  past  year  was  marked  by  substantial  progress  in  all  of  our 
schools.     No  radical  changes  were  made  in  any  of  the  departments, 
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so  we  were  able  to  use  all  our  time  and  efforts  iu  accomplishing  a 
high  standard  of  thoroughness  in  our  work,  which  we  were  able  to 
do  with  a  considerable  degree  of  satisfaction. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers  from  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  It  is  the  policy  of  our  school  board  to  continue 
teachers  from  year  to  year  as  long  as  efficient  services  are  rendered. 
This  we  consider  a  wise  policy  and  think  it  is  a  proper  encourage- 
ment to  all  teachers  who  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  profes- 
sion. Mention  should  be  made  of  the  retirement  of  Miss  Maria  L. 
Kepler  from  our  teaching  force  at  the  close  of  the  school  term,  after 
many  years  of  continuous  and  successful  teaching.  We  only  regret 
that  such  faithful  and  prolonged  service  cannot  be  rewarded  with  a 
substantial  pension. 

The  enrollment  of  our  schools  was  about  the  same  as  for  the  pre- 
ceding year,  with  the  percentage  of  attendance  somewhat  higher. 
This  was,  perhaps,  due  in  a  measure  to  the  efficient  services  of  our 
attendance  officer.  Thirty-seven  were  graduated  from  the  high 
school  which  were  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  number  who  entered 
the  primary  grades,  and  thirty-seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  the 
number  who  entered  the  high  school  from  the  grades. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  a  source  of 
pleasure  and  profit  throughout  the  year.  In  the  general  teachers' 
meetings  we  followed  as  a  basis  of  work,  Hinsdale's  Art  of  Study; 
a  class  composed  of  the  younger  teachers  and  the  assistant  teach- 
ers, continued,  from  the  preceding  year  the  study  of  Dexter  &  Gar- 
lick's  Psychology  in  the  school  room.  The  interest  manifested  in 
the  meetings  did  much  to  stimulate  and  deepen  a  wholesome  pro- 
fessional interest. 

Our  school  board  has  adopted  an  optional  course  for  the  high 
school  which  will  introduce  the  elective  system,  to  a  limited  extent, 
in  that  department  of  our  schools.  The  purpose  of  this  course  is 
to  contribute  more  directly  to  the  interest  of  those  pupils  whose 
school  privileges  will  terminate  at  the  close  of  their  work  in  the 
high  school  and  who,  for  that  reason,  feel  the  need  of  a  course  made 
up  of  more  of  the  "practical"  subjects.  This,  we  believe,  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  that  will  be  warmly  welcomed  by  the  patrons 
of  our  schools. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


The  year's  work  was  not  marked  by  any  particular  innovations, 
yet  we  can  conscientiously  say  that  we  have  had  a  successful  school 
vear. 
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The  majority  of  our  teachers  are  painstaking  and  enthusiastic 
in  their  work  though  they  do  not  receive  a  salary  equivalent  to  the 
work  required. 

Even  with  low  salaries  and  with  a  tax  rate  of  nine  and  one-half 
mills  we  Mere  compelled  to  exercise  the  strictest  economy  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  school  affairs. 

Teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  monthly.  Live 
school  questions  and  the  work  of  the  grades  were  discussed  at  these 
meetings.  Through  them  we  made  an  effort  to  strengthen  our  work 
in  arithmetic  and  grammar.  As  a  general  thing  we  take  up  each 
year  some  subject  of  the  curriculum  and  place  particular  stress 
thereon,  and  thus  possibly  derive  better  results. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  enforced  with  very  good  re- 
sults for  seven  months  of  the  term.  During  the  eighth  and  ninth 
months  we  were  unable  to  secure  a  competent  attendance  officer  and 
as  a  result  we  had  a  great  deal  of  truancy,  and  a  large  number  of 
pupils  withdrew  from  school  upon  some  flimsy  pretext. 

The  high  school  library  was  enriched  by  the  addition  of  10U 
volumes  of  choice  reading  matter,  and  by  public  entertainments  we 
have  a  fund  of  8100  to  further  enrich  it  next  year. 

A  number  of  beautiful  and  well  framed  pictures  were  presented 
to  the  schools  by  the  patrons. 

The  schools  closed  may  28th  and  on  the  same  evening  eight  young 
men  and  ten  young  ladies  graduated  from  our  high  school.  Dr. 
George  Edward  Reed,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  gave  an  in- 
teresting address  to  the  class.  H.  K.  Alwine,  president  of  the  board, 
in  a  neat  address  presented  the  diplomas.  Twenty-nine  pupils  were 
publicly  promoted  from  the  grammar  school  to  the  high  school. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  in  any  wise  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  schools. 


MILTON— A.   Reist  Rutt. 


The  schools  of  Milton  borough  closed  June  2,  1903,  with  the  gradu- 
ation exercises  of  the  high  school.  A  class  of  five  boys  and  thirteen 
girls  was  graduated. 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  year  was  six  hundred  and  seven  boys, 
and  six  hundred  and  forty-three  girls. 

Physical  culture,  memory  work,  and  nature  study  were  introduced 
into  the  course  of  all  grades  below  the  high  school,  and  Latin  was 
placed  into  the  eighth  grade.     The  excellent  results  obtained  from 
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the  introduction  of  these  subjects  have  proved  the  wisdom  of  this 
step.  A  temporary  building-  was  erected  for  the  accommodation  of 
one  school  in  a  district  that  was  crowded,  and  an  additional  school 
was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  One  room  was  furnished 
with  new  single  desks. 

The  teachers  studied  history  of  education,  and  each  teacher  was 
required  to  read  one  other  book  on  some  educational  subject  and  re- 
port on  it. 

In  general,  a  great  improvement  has  marked  the  work  of  the 
past  year.  The  publication  of  a  course  of  study,  a  pamphlet  of 
one  hundred  pages,  which  was  distributed  among  patrons  and 
friends  of  our  schools,  has  improved  conditions  very  much,  and  has 
fostered  a  healthy  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools.  Patrons 
visited  the  schools  fairly  well,  but  the  directors  did  not  meet  the  legnl 
requirement,  six  schools  not  receiving  a  visit  from  any  member  of 
the  board. 


MT.  CAKMEL—  S.  H.  Dean. 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  tenth  annual 
borough  report  to  say  that  it  1ms  been  a  year  of  very  great  success. 
This  is  especially  true  of  Music  and  Drawing.  Under  the  direction 
of  supervisors  the  teachers  are  able  to  avoid  many  errors  and  ac- 
complish more  than  twice  as  much  as  they  could  do  without  their 
aid.  We  have  found  them  therefore  a  matter  of  economy.  To-day 
both  lines  of  work  are  thoroughly  grounded  in  all  grades.  We  be- 
lieve the  fine  discipline  in  our  schools  is  due  very  largely  to  the 
effect  of  these  practical  and  ethical  subjects  being  taught  in  a  syste- 
matic and  thorough  way. 

Music  is  the  natural  expression  of  the  higher  emotions  of  birds, 
children,  and  angels.  It  soothes  the  savage  beast  and  quiets  the  fret- 
ful child.  It  inspires  healthful  thoughts  and  aspirations,  and 
strengthens  the  desire  and  hope  for  a  nobler  life.  We  say  there  is 
little  benefit  in  a  study  that  does  not  compel  effort.  I  know  of  no 
study  that  calls  for  such  concentration  of  pleasing  but  hard  thought 
and  attention  as  music.  It  is  struggling  with  just  such  difficulties 
successfully  that  makes  us  mentally  strong.  Our  pupils  find  that 
keeping  time,  and  tune,  and  tone  compel  very  active  attention  and 
earnest  effort.  The  best  elocutionists  say  that  no  exercise  is  better 
for  voice  culture  than  music  well  taught  and  nothing  worse  than 
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music  poorly  taught.  Thus  while  our  children  are  getting  ready 
to  enjoy  life  in  music,  they  are  learning  to  speak  more  distinctly  and 
drilling  the  mind.  We  do  not  forget  that  Rome  was  not  built  in  a 
day.  It  takes  but  a  few  weeks  to  raise  cabbage  heads,  but  years 
are  required  to  complete  the  magnificent  oak. 

Would  that  all  directors  were  as  far  sighted  as  ours  have  been 
and  give  supervision  by  one  who  pays  special  attention  to  methods 
that  will  make  it  possible  for  the  common  teacher  do  such  good 
work. 

There  are  few  that  are  so  abnormal  that  they  do  not  like  beauty 
and  refinement.  The  moth  will  always  choose  for  its  mate  the  male 
whose  wings  are  untarnished.  The  birds  distinctly  show  they  love 
the  charming  colors  of  nature.  God  is  very  grateful  in  his  lines 
of  beauty,  in  the  harmony  of  colors.  How  strangely  he  colors  the 
flowers  that  are  born  to  blush  unseen.  We  are  not  surprised  to 
find  that  we  all  like  the  taste  that  culture  makes  possible  in  our 
homes.  The  gaudy  colors  and  uncouth  dress  of  the  savage  give  way 
to  the  delightful  simplicity  in  the  refined  home. 

Home!  Home!  What  is  home?  It  is  the  place  where  love  has,  if 
it  need  be,  taken  the  every  day  things  and  so  arranged  them  that 
they  are  pleasing  and  restful.  In  the  setting  of  the  table,  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  room,  and  in  the  attire,  poor  though  it  be.  And 
it  is  this  part  of  our  lives  that  drawing  in  the  public  schools  is  to 
help.  The  mother  can  better  trim  her  own  bonnet,  cut  her  own 
dress,  and  the  man  can  better  decorate  his  own  store  window. 

Neither  is  it  all  of  life  to  eat  and  keep  warm.  Some  talk  about 
the  bread  and  butter  subjects  of  school.  I  suspect  many  would  do 
better  in  life,  drink  less,  smoke  less,  and  waste  far  less  time  if  there 
were  more  ambition  and  more  hope.  There  is  too  much  starving 
mentally,  morally,  and  spiritually.  The  higher  nature  needs  to  be 
fed,  and  cultivated,  to  be  ennobled  and  broadened.  The  eye  needs 
to  be  cultivated  in  the  poor  and  lowly  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  nature  all  about  them  so  they  can  rise  above  care  and 
trouble.  We  all  believe  in  the  wisdom  of  the  saying,  "Laugh  and 
grow  fat." 

Drawing  cultivates  the  power  of  careful  observation  as  no  other 
subject  does.  The  child- must  see  a  thing  before  he  can  draw  it. 
It  is  a  practical  subject  for  the  poor  and  those  whose  education  is 
to  be  limited.  The  children  in  school  not  only  do  not  learn  less,  but 
learn  more  in  the  so-called  bread  and  butter  subjects.  In  a  word 
we  think  that  these  two  subjects  not  only  fit  the  child  to  get  some 
pleasure  in  life  but  help  in  the  other  subjects.  They,  in  some  small 
way,  compensate  for  the  unwise  crowding  out  of  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion from  our  public  schools  as  a  subject.  We  read  the  Bible 
everv  dav  in  the  schools,  teach  feeblv  moralitv.  trv  to  be  careful  of 
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the  child's  acts,  but  all  do  not  help  the  child  as  much  as  these  two 
subjects.  The  child  likes  something  tangible,  something  that  ap- 
peals to  his  senses.  The  illustrated  papers  understand  this.  And 
the  child  that  is  taught  beautiful  pictures,  etc.,  he  who  has  had 
"Jesus  Lover  of  my  Soul,"  or  "My  Country  'tis  of  thee  I  Sing,"  sung 
into  his  soul  can  never  forget.  Do  we  realize  how  much  of  culture 
and  refinement  can  be  given  to  our  people  in  teaching  these  two  sub- 
jects? 

During  the  past  year  the  thought  has  often  been  forced  on  me 
of  the  value  of  earnest  faithful  teachers.  What  a  rest  it  is  to  go  to 
their  rooms  and  see  the  little  ones  growing,  being  taught  not  only 
the  branches  but  taught  in  such  a  way  that  they  were  developing 
into  men  and  women.  Such  teachers  are  worth  their  weight  in  gold. 
What  an  atmosphere  for  growth.  What  a  home  for  so  many  whose 
homes  are  hardly  worth  calling  homes.  In  these  rooms  mental 
arithmetic  becomes  a  pleasure,  spelling  a  possibility,  language  ele- 
gant. Difficulties  and  drudgery  are  manufully  met  and  success  rung 
out  of  them.     Children  will  do  anything  for  such  teachers. 

Is  it  necessary  to  say  that  such  teachers  have  no  time  nor  desire 
for  the  late  night  dance  which  unfits  them  for  this  higher  pleasure? 
Such  teachers  have  such  a  reserve  of  power  so  that  there  is  no  need  of 
corporal  punishment. 

The  question  of  finances  has  been  touched  upon  by  our  wonderful 
Legislature.  They  have  passed  a  law  compelling  the  school  board 
to  pay  at  least  $35  per  month.  Well  done!  They  should  have  made 
it  $40.  But  why  did  they  not  pass  a  law  making  it  possible  to 
equalize  the  money  in  borough  and  township.  In  our  borough  we 
have  all  the  children  and  the  collieries  are  outside  of  the  borough. 
Our  board  have  tried  their  best  to  give  us  the  best  in  the  country. 
To-day  our  boys  and  girls  are  leading  in  several  of  the  best  schools 
and  colleges  in  the  country.  But  that  is  due  to  the  wisdom  of  our 
school  board  and  the  noblest  band  of  teachers  in  the  country.  These 
teachers  are  nearly  all  graduates  of  our  Normals  and  yet  are  paid 
less  than  a  boy  can  get  in  the  mines  at  sixteen.  The  teacher  was 
at  an  expense  until  nineteen  earning  nothing.  The  boy  by  lying  be- 
gan to  earn  his  living  at  ten  and  has  lost  no  time  and  been  earning 
ever  since.  Why  does  the  legislative  body  not  do  something  to 
remedy  this  evil? 
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NANTICOKE— John  \V.  Griffith. 


We  have  nothing  of  unusual  interest  to  report  concerning  the 
work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  year  just  closed.  No  changes 
were  made  in  our  curriculum,  but  we  believe  that  commendable 
progress  was  made  along  the  lines  of  the  preceding  year — a  progress 
which  is  an  earnest  of  still  better  results  in  the  future.  It  has  been 
the  aim  of  both  teachers  and  directors  to  make  our  schools  deserv- 
ing of  the  hearty  support  of  the  community  by  earnestly  and  faith- 
fully striving  to  make  apparent  to  our  people  the  importance  of  a 
liberal  education  .  Those  who  live  in  an  industrial  atmosphere  can 
readily  see  the  importance  of  utilitarian  education — the  materially 
useful  has  a  charm  for  them;  but  it  is  no  easy  task  to  convince  these 
same  people  that  humanistic  education  is  of  still  greater  importance 
in  that  it  prepares  man  for  real  life,  life  and  real  living,  prepares 
him  for  the  work  of  the  world  generally  "no  less  than  for  the  specific 
function  he  has  to  discharge  as  a  member  of  a  co-operative  com- 
munity." That  these  efforts  are  appreciated  is  attested  by  the  fact 
that  our  people  have  retained  progressive  school  men  on  the  board 
of  directors  whose  fixed  policy  it  has  been  to  re-employ  experienced 
teachers  as  long  as  they  render  efficient  service. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  W.  F.  Wilkinson. 


The  work  of  the  schools  has  in  general  been  well  done.  We  have 
a  corp  of  faithful  and  earnest  teachers  who  have  been  well  trained 
for  their  work,  and  who  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to  do  their  ut- 
most for  the  educational  interests  of  the  town.  No  radical  changes 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  either  in  the  course  of  study  or  in 
the  organization  of  the  schools. 

Music  was  introduced,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  special  teacher.  Instruction  was  given  to  the  classes 
from  the  first  to  the  sixth  grades  inclusive.  A  good  foundation 
has  been  laid  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  music  and  much  in- 
terest has  been  aroused. 

The  touch  system  was  adopted  for  typewriting  in  our  commer- 
cial department.  We  proved  the  vafue  of  this  system  by  the  ease 
16—5—1903 
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and  rapidity  with  which  our  pupils  could  write.  We  fouud  that  the 
key  board  could  be  thoroughly  mastered  in  a  very  short  time.  A 
perfect  page  of  typewriting  was  produced  in  class  work  with  only 
one  month's  practice.  When  the  keyboard  is  thoroughly  mastered, 
the  entire  attention  can  be  given  to  the  notes  and  greater  speed  is 
consequently  acquired. 

A  lecture  course  was  held  during  the  year,  the  proceeds  of  which 
go  to  the  library  fund.  We  have  a  very  good  school  library  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  volumes.  A  few  good  books  were  added  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  make  an  effort  to  foster  the  habit  of  reading  good 
books  among  our  pupils.  To  this  end,  a  part  of  the  library  is  di- 
vided into  sets  suitable  to  the  different  grades  and  the  pupils,  under 
the  direction  and  advice  of  their  teachers,  are  encouraged  to  do 
considerable  supplementary  reading. 

A  class  of  twenty-one  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  edu- 
cational spirit  of  the  school  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  of  this  class  will  continue  their  education  in  college. 
About  fifty  passed  the  examinations  for  promotion  to  the  high 
school. 

Our  teachers  formed  a  teacher's  magazine  club  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  By  the  payment  of  a  small  amount  each,  we  were  able 
to  secure  about  twenty  of  the  leading  educational  papers  and  maga- 
zines. Much  help  was  derived  from  these.  We  have  lost  two  of 
our  excellent  primary  teachers,  both  of  whom  have  been  connected 
with  the  schools  for  several  years — Miss  Bliss,  who  has  undertaken 
the  responsibility  of  governing  a  home,  and  Miss  Ella  Wilson,  who 
has  been  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  mission  schools  of  Japan. 


NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


The  usual  statistical  report  furnished  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  conveys  the  information  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  collected  for  educational  purposes,  and  how  it  was  expended, 
and  also  other  general  statements  as  to  the  working  of  the  system. 
For  the  following  reasons  it  is  believed  the  schools  of  the  district 
were  in  a  prosperous  condition  for  the  year  just  closed: 

1.  A  larger  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  the  district  were  in  school, 
and  remained  to  the  end  of  the  term. 

2.  Much  the  largest  and  best  prepared  grammar  school  class  was 
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promoted  to  the  high  school.     And  by  far  the  largest  number  have 
declared  their  intentions  of  entering  high  school  in  September. 

3.  More  money  has  boon  spent  for  beautifying  school  grounds,  and 
school  rooms  than  ever  before. 

4.  The  school  and  the  home  have  understood  each  other,  and  as  a 
result  have  "pulled  together." 

5.  More  teachers  have  improved  themselves  by  travel,  and  by  at- 
tendance at  "Summer  Schools,"  thereby  adding  to  their  educational 
and  professional  attainments. 

G.  Corporal  punishment  has  almost  entirely  disappeared  from 
the  schools.  Not -on  account  of  prohibitory  enactment,  but  as  a 
result  of  the  increased  teaching  power. 

7.  A  careful  study  of  the  answers  of  about  2,500  of  our  pupils  by 
Professor  Will  Grant  Chambers  of  Moorhead  Normal  School  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  unworthy  ideals  are  almost  entirely  wanting 
among  them. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  CO.— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


The  schools  of  Newport  township  closed  June  19,  1903.  On  June 
20,  the  teachers  and  directors  gave  a  picnic  at  Power  House  Grove 
for  the  pupils  of  the  district. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  at  the  Wanamie  High  School, 
on  Thursday  evening  June  18.  The  class  was  composed  of  five 
young  ladies,  and  three  young  men. 

The  increase  in  the  attendance  this  year  made  it  necessary  to 
open  a  primary  grade,  and  give  an  additional  teacher  and  room  to 
the  high  school  department. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  reading  in  the  primary 
grades.  The  "Rational  Method  of  Reading,"  has  been  used,  and 
the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  teachers  and  superin- 
tendent. 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  each  month  during  the  school 
year.  The  teachers  have  had  the  opportunity  to  do  class  work  in 
algebra,  typewriting  or  German.  Educational  foundations  was 
used  as  a  text-book  for  professional  reading. 

The  public  libraries  were  increased  by  the  addition  of  about 
four  hundred  volumes.  These  three  libraries  are  now  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  offer  a  great  amount  of  good  reading  matter  to 
the  public. 

Many  of  our  people  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  get  these 
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books  and  in  this  way  receive  the  benefits  of  a  library  which  would 
otherwise  be  beyond  their  reach.  These  libraries  are  doing  a 
good  work,  and  they  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  people  of  these 
districts  in  the  future. 

Eight  evening  schools  were  opened  during  the  year.  Two  were 
closed  at  the  end  of  the  first  month,  one  at  the  end  of  the  second 
month,  one  at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  and  four  at  the  end  of 
the  fourth  month.  About  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  boys  and 
young  men  were  enrolled. 

Our  teachers,  in  general,  have  been  conscientiously  trying  to  give 
the  very  best  to  their  pupils. 

The  school  board  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  good  work 
of  the  teachers  by  selecting  all  the  old  teachers,  with  the  exception 
of  two,  and  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  majority  of  the  teachers. 

The  school  directors  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  efforts 
they  have  made  to  secure  good  teachers,  the  best  apparatus  and 
the  most  comfortable  buildings.  They  have  given  their  support  to 
everything  which  had  for  its  object  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 


NORRISTOWN— Joseph  K.  Gotwals. 


In  this  my  annual  report,  I  have  but  a  few  statements  to  make  in 
regard  to  our  work.  While  we  cannot  recall  any  remarkable  change 
in  any  special  line  yet  we  do  not  feel  that  we  have  been  idle  or  that 
we  have  been  indifferent  to  the  needs  of  the  community  whose 
children  we  are  trying  to  educate.  The  industries  that  open  to  our 
youth  when  they  leave  the  schools  require  a  training  different  to  that 
given  years  ago.  It  is  proper  for  all  engaged  in  the  education  of 
children  to  note  these  changes,  and  to  see  that  no  mistake  is  made 
iu  the  instruction  given. 

What  is  the  best  that  can  be  done  for  the  backward  or  the  pupils 
deficient  in  some  branches  is  a  question  worthy  of  our  considera- 
tion. These  defects  are  in  some  cases  caused  by  absence  from 
school  from  no  fault  of  the  pupil,  in  others  a  want  of  ability  to 
keep  along  with  the  regular  classes.  Separate  schools,  properly 
conducted,  should  meet  these  cases.  Here  individual  instruction 
could  be  given  in  a  way  that  might  aid  a  worthy  class  of  children. 

The  truant  and  incorrigible  children  need  our  attention.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  some  practical  means  may  soon  be  forthcoming  that 
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will  care  for  these,  some  of  whom  are  forced  into  our  schools,  and  it 
takes  continued  force  to  keep  them  there. 

Placing  into  the  first  year  department  of  our  schools  teachers  of 
experience  as  well  as  those  showing  special  aptness  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  children  of  this  grade,  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  The 
hoard  made  no  mistake  in  the  persons  selected  for  this  grade. 

The  law  requiring  additional  branches  to  be  added  to  certificates 
of  teachers  was  complied  with,  by  all  coming  under  its  require- 
ment. 

The  number  of  our  graduates  was  sixty-three  (63),  the  largest 
class  that  ever  graduated.  Several  of  these  will  attend  still  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

The  annual  exhibition  of  manual  training,  drawing  and  sewing, 
was  more  largely  attended  than  ever  before.  The  exhibition  was 
pronounced  a  grand  success.     All  the  work  was  highly  commended. 

We  had  a  very  valuable  addition  to  our  physical  science  depart- 
ment in  the  shape  of  a  complete  electrical  outfit,  presented  to  us 
by  a  former  graduate  of  our  high  school,  James  P.  W.  Quaide,  whose 
father  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  school  board. 

This  outfit  was  purchased  of  J.  W.  Queen  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  and 
valued  at  $500.00.  The  board  also  purchased  a  first  class  projecto- 
scope,  fully  equipped. 

We  have  now  our  chemical  and  physical  departments  well  sup- 
plied with  necessary  apparatus.  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  teach- 
ers in  doing  good  work  in  both  these  departments. 

The  local  institutes  were  held  somewhat  similar  to  those  of  for- 
mer years.  Lectures  were  delivered  throughout  the  year  by  the 
following  persons:  Dr.  Alexander  Forbes,  on  Methods  of  Teaching 
Geography;  Dr.  Brandt,  on  The  Meaning  of  the  School  of  Modern 
Life;  Dr.  Edmonds,  on  the  Efficiency  of  the  School  Training  for 
Citizenship;  also  on  Anarchy  and  the  Public  Schools;  Superintend- 
ent D.  S.  Yocum,  on  Economical  Teaching  of  Numbers;  Dr. 
Schmucker,  Aristocratic  Family  (The  Flower).  All  these  lectures 
were  highly  appreciated  by  teachers  and  others.  The  results  were 
profitable. 

In  closing  this  my  thirty-second  annual  report,  I  wish  again  to 
thank  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
the  ready  response  to  all  my  requests  made  and  kindness  in  many 
other  ways. 
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OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


During  the  year  a  four-room  brick  building  was  completed  and 
furnished  in  modern  style,  to  take  the  place  of  a  two-room  wooden 
building.  Two  new  rooms  were  also  opened  in  the  Central  Building, 
and  an  additional  teacher  was  secured  for  the  high  school.  Our 
school  facilities  were  thus  increased  by  the  addition  of  five  scho'ols, 
making  fifty-seven  in  all. 

Early  in  the  year  our  schools  lost  by  death,  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  who 
had  been  a  school  director  in  Oil  City  for  32  consecutive  years,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  school  district  of  Oil  City.  He  was  eminent 
in  his  profession,  and  a  most  enthusiastic  and  wise  officer  of  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Associating  with  great  numbers  of  the  people,  his  in- 
fluence in  building  up  a  correct  sentiment  concerning  education, 
through  the  long  years  of  his  service,  was  almost  incalcuable. 
The  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  schools  of  the  city  contributed  over 
three  hundred  dollars  ,and  established  an  alcove  in  the  high  school 
called  the  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis  Memorial  Alcove,  in  honor  of  his  memory. 

Our  schools  have  made  fine  progress  along  the  lines  of  literature, 
composition  and  the  study  of  English. 

Our  teaching  force  is  hard  at  work  upon  the  problem  of  individual 
recitation,  how7  to  have  every  pupil  recite  the  whole  of  every  lesson. 
This,  we  think,  is  the  greatest  problem  now  confronting  our  crowded 
public  schools. 


1TIOENIXVILLE— II.  F.  Leister. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  the  following  re- 
port is  respectfully  submitted: 

Heretofore  the  superintendent,  beside  being  required  to  teach  more 
than  half  time,  attended  to  the  duties  of  principal  of  a  school  build- 
ing containing  twelve  teachers.  This  year  he  was  relieved  from 
teaching  and  the  additional  duties  mentioned,  by  another  principal 
appointed  by  the  board.  Such  arrangement  aided  materially  in  do- 
ing more  satisfactory  work. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  our  schools  were  more  systematically, 
and  more  profitably  visited  than  in  former  years.  The  number  of 
directors'   visits   was    unprecedented.       Composition    and    language 
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work  and  declamations  continued  to  receive  more  attention  than 
formerly.  Prizes  for  (ho  best  essays  on  "American  Citizenship"  were 
offered  by  (he  Chester  County  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revo- 
lution; and  similar  inducements  for  the  best  essays  and  the  best 
declamations,  were  held  out  to  the  different  classes,  by  the  princi- 
pal, and  the  assistant  of  the  high  school  and  the  superintendent. 
These  incentives  resulted  in  friendly  and  profitable  competition. 

The  school  attendance  was  comparatively  regular,  till  nearly  to 
the  end  of  the  term,  when  contagious  diseases  in  the  form  of  measles, 
chicken-pox  and  whooping  cough  became  epidemic  and  depleted 
some  of  the  lower  divisions  by  half.  More  decided  efforts  in  the  way 
of  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  were  made,  by  the 
board's  appointment  of  an  attendance  officer.  Good1  work,  without 
much  friction,  was  done  by  him,  in  carrying  out  the  spirit,  if  not  the 
letter  of  the  laAv. 

Real  truancy  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum;  but  it  confronted 
us  in  a  someAvhat  disguised  form,  in  the  optional  attendance  of  pupils 
above  the  age  of  thirteen,  who  had  permision  from  parents  to  be 
absent  for  trivial  causes. 

On  the  12th  of  June  the  annual  commencement  was  held  in  the 
Colonial  Theater,  the  largest  auditorium  in  our  town,  crowded  to 
overflowing,  when  eighteen  young  ladies  and  nine  young  gentlemen 
received  their  well  earned  diplomas.  In  the  class  was  a  colored 
pupil,  the  first  that  ever  graduated  from  our  public  schools. 

During  the  year  the  Alumni  Association,  which  seemed  to  have 
suffered  from  "suspended  animation,"  reorganized,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  school  term  held  a  very  successful  reunion  and  banquet,  at- 
tended by  upwards  of  two  hundred  members. 

A  highly  appreciated  feature  of  that  occasion  was  the  cheering 
presence  of  Governor  and  Mrs.  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker.  Mrs. 
Pennypacker,  we  are  glad  to  say,  is  a  member  of  the  Alumnnae. 
The  Governor  made  a  short  address  that  was  replete  with  pleasant 
reminiscences  and  good  humor. 

On  Friday  preceding  Memorial  Day,  exercises  consisting  of  pa- 
triotic songs  and  speeches  were  given  in  the  high  school.  A  com- 
mittee of  citizens  and  one  from  the  G.  A.  R.  took  part.  Inspiring 
addresses  were  given  by  Hon.  L.  P>.  Kaler,  D.  F.  Moore,  Rev.  W.  L. 
Mudge,  Rev.  C.  E.  YVehler,  and  President  of  the  School  Board,  Harry 
Bloyer. 
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PITTSBURG— Samuel  Andrews. 


During  the  last  school  year  we  have  had  two  general  institutes 
and  five  grade  institutes.  The  first  general  institute  was  a  business 
meeting  held  Saturday  morning,  October  4th.  The  second  general 
institute  was  held  Friday,  November  28th  and  the  following  Sat- 
urday morning. 

The  board  of  education  willingly  granted  each  teacher  attending 
institute  on  Friday  a  full  day's  salary.  This  has  caused  a  very  large 
attendance  and  has  resulted  in  greater  enthusiasm  in  regard  to  in- 
stitute work,  than  we  had  under  the  former  arrangement  of  holding 
institutes  Friday  evenings  and  Saturday  mornings. 

We  have  gone  a  step  farther  during  the  last  term.  Beginning 
with  Friday,  January  16th,  and  continuing  during  five  consecutive 
Fridays,  we  have  had  grade  institutes  from  1:30  to  4  o'clock,  at 
which  papers  were  read  by  teachers  in  the  respective  grades,  and 
freely  discussed  by  all  present.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that 
these  grade  institutes  have  been  conducive  to  a  greater  uniformity 
in  our  work. 

Throngh  the  kindness  of  the  Central  Board  of  Education,  which 
has  always  evinced  a  desire  to  co-operate  with  me  in  my  efforts  to 
improve  our  schools,  the  teachers  receive  their  salary  when  called 
upon  to  attend  these  grade  meetings. 

Physical  culture  has  been  introduced  into  all  of  our  schools.  The 
German,  Swedish  and  Preece  systems  are  used.  No  special  system 
having  been  adopted  by  our  board. 

Manual  training  has  received  considerable  attention.  We  have 
three  cooking  schools  in  successful  operation,  and  a  number  of  our 
buildings  are  equipped  with  work  shops,  under  the  supervision  of 
competent  instructors. 

Our  supervisor  of  drawing  is  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in 
bringing  the  arts  and  crafts  more  closely  together.  The  course  of 
study  comprises  design,  color  work,  mechanical  drawing  and  the 
elements  of  manual  training. 

In  music  we  are  paying  great  attention  to  tone  production,  and 
the  music  books  introduced  during  the  past  year  will  be  an  incentive 
to  better  work  in  the  future. 

The  Central  Board  now  appropriates  $30,000  to  the  support  of 
kindergartens,  with  the  result  tbat  a  number  of  new  ones  have 
been  opened. 

The  Carnegie  Institute  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  enable  our 
schools  to  derive  all  the  benefits  intended  by  it  founder;  the  library 
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sends  to  each  building,  books  for  all  pupils  who  desire  them;  the 
director  of  fine  arts  has  procured  photographs  of  the  pictures  in 
the  permanent  collect  ion  which  circulates  through  the  different 
buildings;  the  museum  gives  prizes  for  the  best  essays  on  a  given 
subject,  written  by  our  grade  school  pupils  and  high  school  pupils. 

We  have  erected  a  few  new  buildings  of  the  finest  types  of  archi- 
tecture, and  fully  equipped  with  the  best  appliances;  we  have  also 
remodelled  many  of  our  old  buildings,  paying  special  attention  to 
ventilation  and  sanitation,  and  all  of  our  buildings  are  fumigated 
in  accordance  with  the  law  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature. 

We  are  proud  to  say  that  during  the  past  year  our  Board  of  Edu- 
cation increased  the  salaries  of  our  teachers  which  is  the  best  test 
of  the  appreciation  of  the  good  work  being  done  in  our  schools. 


WM.  W.  RUPERT— Pottstown. 


The  work  for  the  year  1902-1903  has  been  reasonably  successful. 
Teachers  have  been  earnest  and  faithful;  pupils  have  been  unusually 
regular  in  attendance,  and  the  board  has  been  generous  in  provid- 
ing the  materials  and  in  securing  the  conditions  for  successful  work. 

During  the  year  a  vacant  room  in  the  Washington  Building,  which 
is  centrally  located,  was  assigned  to  the  teachers  for  their  private 
use.  The  room  will  be  used  as  a  teachers'  library  and  reading  room. 
The  board  carpeted  and  papered  the  room,  and  the  teachers  have  fur- 
nished it.  The  room  is  well  supplied  with  book-cases,  books,  tables, 
easy  chairs,  pictures,  magazines,  and  the  best  current  educational 
literature.  The  Century  Club  of  Pottstown  very  generously  donated 
a  valuable  collection  of  books  and  magazines  to  the  teachers.  The 
room  is  open  every  school  day  from  4.00  to  6.00  P.  M.  On  Saturdays 
it  is  open  from  9.00  A.  M.  to  11.00  A.  M.  This  teachers'  room  is  a 
cosy,  restful  place,  and  will,  we  believe,  be  an  important  social  and 
intellectual  center  for  the  teachers. 

The  teachers'  meetings  throughout  the  year  have  been  interesting 
and  helpful.  At  one  of  the  general  meetings,  Prof.  Angelo  Heil- 
prin  gave  his  lecture  on  "The  Tragedy  of  Martinique."  This  is  a 
remarkably  interesting  and  instructive  lecture,  and  to  teachers  of 
geography  it  is  of  peculiar  interest.  At  another  meeting  our  teach- 
ers had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  Dr.  Shaw,  of  Temple  College, 
Philadelphia,  who  spoke  most  entertainingly  on  "Alpine  Wander- 
ings." 
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POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


The  work  in  our  schools  during  the  last  year  has  not  been  much 
different  from  that  of  other  years. 

During  the  fore  part  of  winter  we  were  obliged  to  close  the  schools 
in  one  large  building  for  about  two  weeks  on  account  of  small-pox 
in  the  section  of  the  town  where  the  building  is  located.  This  was 
quite  a  disadvantage  to  the  pupils  of  the  schools  in  that  building, 
and  caused  considerable  of  uneasiness  among  the  pupils  of  the  other 
schools. 

Also  during  the  year  we  met  with  a  great  loss  in  our  school  board. 
One  of  our  oldest  members,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Kennedy,  who  for  several 
years  had  been  president  of  the  school  board,  and  had  always  taken 
a  great  interest  in  educational  affairs  was  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly taken  from  us.     The  whole  community  keenly  felt  his  loss. 

The  directors  are  now  busy  repairing  the  buildings  and  putting 
them  in  order  for  the  next  term.  We  will  have  a  new  truant  officer 
next  term  and  are  hoping  for  good  work  in  that  line. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


My  first  year  has  been  chiefly  one  of  reorganization.  Soon  after 
assuming  the  duties  of  superintendent,  the  president  of  the  board 
suggested  a  regrading  of  the  schools.  The  plan  of  five  grades,  with 
two  years  in  each  grade,  it  was  asserted,  led  to  a  number  of  condi- 
tions that  retarded  the  progress  of  pupils.  An  investigation  corro- 
borated this  opinion  and  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  average  age  of 
pupils  entering  the  high  schools  was  entirely  too  high,  that  the  en- 
rollment in  the  high  schools  was  small  compared  with  the  total 
school  enrollment  and  the  population  of  the  city,  that  the  average 
age  of  pupils  in  the  lower  grades  was  too  high,  that  an  excessive 
percentage  of  pupils  quit  in  the  lower  grades,  that  opportunities  for 
promotion  were  too  infrequent,  that  monthly  examinations  fostered 
serious  evils,  that  the  course  of  study  was  not  sufficiently  defined, 
that  there  was  no  systematic  partition  of  time  or  of  assigned  work, 
and  that  there  was  a  lack  of  correlation  in  like  grades.  Much  of  this 
was  undoubtedly  due  to  a  cumbersome  plan  of  grading. 
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Age  for  High  Schools. 

The  grammar  seh'ool  reports  showed  that  only  about  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  promoted  l<>  the  Boys'  High  School  in  June,  1902,  were 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  and  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  over  fifteen. 
Five  per  cent,  were  past  seventeen.  The  average  was  more  than  15^ 
years.  The  average  age  of  the  girls  who  enrolled  in  the  first  year 
class  of  the  Girls'  High  School  on  the  opening  day  in  September, 
1002,  was  fifteen  years  and  five  months.  It  must  also  be  understood 
that,  as  a  rule,  the  older  girls  did  not  report,  hence  this  is  lower  than 
the  average  age  of  those  actually  admitted.  In  my  opinion  these 
average  ages  are  entirely  too  high.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
pupils  entering  the  high  schools  should  be  more  than  fifteen  years  of 
age.  In  fact,  the  normal  age  should  be  fourteen.  To  be  sure,  under 
a  ten-year  course,  this  is  improbable  except  under  unusual  contingen- 
cies. 

Enrollment  in  Lower  Grades. 

The  enrollment  in  the  high  schools  September,  1002,  was  504;  June 
1,  1003,  408.  The  total  enrollment  of  the  city  schools  in  September, 
.1002,  was  11,830;  in  May,  1003,  11,122.  The  population  of  the  city 
is  over  80,000.  This  placed  the  number  attending  the  high  schools 
at  less  than  fixe  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  enrolled.  Few  cities 
report  so  low  a  percentage.  The  number  in  other  places  ranges 
from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent.  The  cause  of  this  small  enrollment 
without  doubt  lay  in  the  fact  that  too  much  time  was  consumed  in 
the  lower  grades,  and  many  pupils  becoming  too  old  or  disheartened 
dropped  out  before  reaching  the  high  schools. 


Average  Age  in  Lower  Grades. 

The  investigation  disclosed  the  fact,  too,  that  the  average  age  of 
pupils  in  the  lower  grades  was  high.  In  the  primary  grades  many 
pupils  were  past  ten,  in  the  secondary  grades  many  past  twelve, 
and  in  the  grammar  grades,  many  past  fourteen.  A  number  of  in- 
quiries at  random  in  the  secondary  and  advanced  secondary  grades 
revealed  an  average  age  of  thirteen  years  in  the  former  and  more 
than  fourteen  in  the  latter.  Many  of  these  pupils  had  been  from 
seven  to  ten  years  doing  the  work  of  five  and  six  years.  These  were 
by  no  means  exceptional  cases,  but  the  majority.  Surely,  a  system  of 
grading  that  induced  such  a  condition  was  detrimental  to  our  school 
system.  It  was  found  also  that  only  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils 
who  began  a  school  life  ever  reached  the  lower  grammar  grade. 
Eighty  per  cent,  were  sent  out  into  the  world  with  a  very  meagre 
mental  equipment  and  development.     To  be  sure,  many  quit  on  ac- 
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count  of  home  indifference  or  poverty,  but  this  unusual  number  with- 
drawing, I  take  it,  may  in  large  part  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
pupils  were  held  entirely  too  long  in  the  primary  grades.  Not  suffi- 
cient encouragement  was  offered  to  continue.  Promotions  were 
too  infrequent.  Long  intervals  between  promotions  are  always  dis- 
couraging; short  intervals,  on  the  contrary,  are  encouraging. 


Promotions  Infrequent. 

The  former  system  of  grading  with  five  divisions  below  the  high 
schools — primary,  advanced  primary,  secondary,  advanced  second- 
ary, and  grammar — was  unquestionably  retardative  to  the  progress 
of  the  pupils.  In  each  of  these  grades  there  were  always  two  classes, 
and  often  three,  four  and  five.  The  usual  time  for  each  grade  was 
two  years,  making  the  ordinary  time  below  the  high  schools  ten 
years.  In  the  case  of  dull  pupils  this  period  was  lengthened  and  in 
the  case  of  bright  pupils  it  was  occasionally  shortened.  This  result, 
however,  was  not  uniform,  as  it  usually  depended  on  the  attitude  of 
the  teacher  and  the  superintendent  toward  individual  promotions. 
The  system  with  everything  favorable,  made  it  difficult  and  incon- 
venient to  promote  any  considerable  number  except  at  the  annual 
transfers.  Any  who  failed  at  these  yearly  promotions  were  com- 
pelled to  spend  a  year  going  over  the  ground  already  covered.  In 
most  cases  a  year,  in  my  opinion,  was  unnecessary.  A  shorter  inter- 
val between  promotions  would  have  enabled  them  to  go  forward  more 
quickly. 

Change  in  Grading  and  Promotions. 

To  improve  these  conditions  the  board  decided  to  change  not  only 
che  plan  of  grading,  but  the  method  of  promotion.  The  scheme 
adopted  provided  that  there  be  eight  grades  below  the  high  schools, 
that  the  regular  time  in  each  grade  be  one  year,  that  each  grade  if 
necessary  be  subdivided  into  divisions  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  pupils  in  each  particular  branch  of  study  and  not  according  to 
a  standard  age,  that  regular  promotions  be  made  twice  each  year, 
on  the  last  Fridays  in  January  and  June  if  desirable  and  possible, 
and  that  individual  promotions  be  made  at  any  time. 


The  Ideal  Grading. 

The  wisdom  of  this  action,  I  believe,  is  already  apparent.  The 
teachers  are  practically  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  the  change. 
They  report  that  the  assigned  work  can  not  only  be  more  readily,  but 
be  better  done  because  the  scope  is  less,  and  because  it  gives  more 
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time  for  individual  work.  The  present  plan,  too,  has  the  indorse- 
ment of  leading  educators.  United  States  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion, W.  T.  Harris,  writes  thus:  "The  changes  you  have  made  are  de- 
cided improvements."  The  proper  classification  of  pupils  is  the  most 
difficult  problem  in  school  administration.  The  ideal  classification 
is  where  all  pupils  have  the  privilege  of  doing  their  best,  each  un- 
hampered by  the  other,  the  dull  not  retarding  the  bright,  the  bright 
not  hurrying  the  dull.  To  be  sure,  this  ideal  is  never  realized,  for 
such  a  classification  would  necessitate  that  pupils  be  of  like  attain- 
ments, like  capacity  for  work,  like  physical  powers,  like  home  ad- 
vantages, and  attend  school  with  equal  regularity,  and  that  teachers 
have  equal  ability.  These  conditions  are  never  attained,  hence  any 
plan  of  grading  can  only  approximate  the  ideal.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  the  more  flexible  the  system,  the  oftener  the  privilege 
for  reclassification,  the  more  opportunity  given  pupils  adapted  to 
each  other  by  reason  of  ability  and  capacity  for  work  to  be  classed 
together,  the  nearer  our  schools  will  approach  the  ideal.  In  brief, 
the  ideal  system  of  grading  is  that  one  which  is  adjusted  to  the  in- 
dividual pupil  and  not  a  system  of  grading  to  which  the  individual 
pupil  must  be  adjusted.  Schools  should  be  adapted  to  the  pupils 
and  not  pupils  to  the  schools. 


Results  of  Changes. 

The  salutary  effect  of  the  change  on  the  schools  is  marked.  Dur- 
ing the  year  over  one  thousand  promotions  at  odd  intervals  were 
made  to  a  higher  grade  and  two  thousand  to  a  higher  division.  These 
often  were  in  groups,  especially  during  the  later  months  of  the 
school  term.  The  promotions  have  been  a  stimulus  to  pupils  and 
teachers.  They  have  given  pupils  with  a  desire  to  work  an  opportu- 
nity to  study  to  greater  advantage  and  advance  more  rapidly.  Above 
all  bright  pupils  may  be  kept  busy,  as  the  quantity  of  the  work  de- 
pends on  their  capacity.  Pupils  of  varied  ability  should  not  be 
linked  together  simply  because  they  are  neighbors  or  kin.  One  of 
the  serious  evils  of  the  old  system  was  to  compel  such  pupils  to  plod 
along  together.  The  dull,  the  backward,  and  the  weak  need  not 
now  be  hurried,  as  they  are  not  compelled  to  keep  pace  with  pupils 
having  superior  endowment  and  stronger  inclination  for  work,  and 
they  may  still  complete  the  entire  course  in  less  time  than  before, 
since  the  grades  are  arranged  for  work  covering  eight  years  instead 
of  ten.  Pupils  in  poor  health  may  take  as  long  a  time  as  they  wish 
in  a  division,  without  feeling  that  they  are  discriminated  against,  for 
whenever  they  have  sufficient  physical  strength  and  preparation  for 
the  work  of  the  next  higher  division  they  may  move  forward.  Then, 
too,  having  boys  and  girls  of  nearly  like  attainments  in  a  class  in 
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reading,  geography,  history,  and  so  on.  gives  the  teacher  an  oppor- 
tunity to  devote  more  time  to  inapt  pupils  since  less  time  is  needed 
for  apt  pupils. 

Again,  toward  the  middle  of  the  year,  schools  are  likely  to  become; 
sluggish  and  often  depleted.  The  daily  routine  after  a  while  takes 
away  much  of  the  vim  and  the  enthusiasm.  The  promolions  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  enliven  a  school  and  start  it  off  with  new  impetus. 
Of  this  I  have  convincing  evidence. 

Another  desirable  feature  of  the  present  plan  is  that  pupils  can 
skip  a  half-year  division  more  readily  than  a  whole  year,  especially 
in  the  lower  grades.  Only  half  the  amount  must  be  made  up,  and 
this  is  readily  done  by  precocious  pupils.  Many  more  may  thus  move 
forward  at  irregular  intervals.  It  will  give  those  who  attend  school 
only  a  few  years,  an  opportunity  for  a  broader  education  and  for 
increased  capacity  for  the  duties  of  life. 


Increase  Enrollment. 

The  regrading  will  also  increase  the  enrollment  in  the  high  schools 
and  lower  the  average  age  of  admission.  It  will  notably  advance  the 
grammar  school  enrollment  and  reduce  the  average  age  of  pupils  in 
all  the  lower  grades.  This  will  be  accomplished,  too.  without  any 
abridgment  of  the  work  or  the  omission  of  anything  essential.  In 
fact,  Ihe  report  of  the  teachers  is  that  more  can  be  accomplished,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  teachers  this  year  finished  the  assigned 
work  in  April  instead  of  June,  giving  as  their  reason  that  having  a 
less  number  of  divisions  than  before,  they  were  able  to  advance  the 
classes  more  rapidly. 

Of  course,  these  changes  will  not  reach  all.  There  are  and  always 
will  be  boys  and  girls  in  the  schools  that  will  make  slow  or  no  pro- 
gress. There  are  and  always  will  lie  some  who  will  falter  unless 
they  have  much  personal  attention.  From  oral  reports  I  have  from 
the  tearhers  these  pupils  are  receiving  more  care  and  are  stimulated 
to  more  concentrated  efforts. 

Benefit  to  Teachers. 

The  change,  too,  has  decidedly  benefitted  the  teachers.  I  note  an 
improvement  in  executive  ability,  a  keener  and  more  tactful  insight 
and  alertness,  more  flexibility  in  method  and  government,  less  ten- 
dency and  persistency  for  monotonous  routine.  Teachers  who  con- 
stantly scrutinize  the  individual,  who  believe  that  each  pupil  is  eter- 
nally different  from  every  other  pupil,  who  have  a  plan  of  sifting  and 
selection,  increase  in  skill,  are  more  helpful,  are  more  optimistic, 
aud  are  not  dismayed  to  find  anomalies  among  their  boys  and  girls. 
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They  become  more  energetic  and  enthusiastic  and  these  traits  are 
soon  imbibed  by  their  pupils.  A  spirit  of  industry  possesses  the 
whole  school,  and  the  work  is  less  wearing  and  more  agreeable.  It 
is  easy  to  be  a  failure,  and  nothing  hastens  a  teacher  to  this  end  so 
much  as  constantly  to  complain  because  pupils  are  not  alike  and  to 
assume  a  lofty  attitude,  whenever  asked  to  do  anything  that  is  not 
strictly  school  room  work  and  within  the  hours  prescribed.  Noth- 
ing helps  a  teacher  more  than  to  lake  boys  and  girls  as  they  are,  and 
not  as  she  would  wish  them,  and  to  establish  a  close  relation  between 
home  and  school.  The  latter  can  frequently  be  accomplished  by 
visiting.  Teachers  often  say.  "If  the  parents  wish  to  see  me,  let  them 
come  to  the  school;  we  are  not  paid  for  it;  it  must  be  done  after  school 
hours,  and  it  is  a  great  bother/'  Many  failures  in  teaching  are 
strewn  in  the  pathway  of  this  policy.  The  ideal  teacher  knows  not 
only  the  pupils  but  the  parents.  Our  teachers  have  a  credit  of  only 
;k000  visits  for  the  school  year,  less  than  ten  to  a  teacher  for  the  en- 
tire year. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  doing  praiseworthy  work  not  only  in  the 
recitation  room,  but  in  their  sympathetic  interest  in  the  pupils,  in 
voluntary  charilable  work,  and  in  the  influence  they  are  exerting  on 
the  young  lives  committed  to  them.  Children  are  plastic,  and  the 
teacher  who  realized  she  is  perhaps  giving  not  only  the  life  setting, 
but  the  eternal  setting  to  her  pupils  appreciates  her  high  calling. 
Eler  maxim  should  be  enthusiasm,  tact,  patience. 

Examinations. 

The  third  organic  change  in  the  school  machinery  was  the  abolition 
of  monthly  examinations  as  the  only  means  of  deciding  upon  pro- 
motions or  determining  the  standing  of  pupils.  For  some  years  a 
plan  of  examinations  prevailed  that  was  unpopular  and  undesirable. 
Examinations  were  held  in  each  branch  of  study  once  each  month, 
and  an  additional  examination  toward  the  end  of  each  of  the  three 
terms,  making  in  all  about  a  dozen.  In  many  instances  this  was  the 
only  means  of  determining  the  relative  rank  of  pupils,  and  their  ad- 
vancement or  non-advancement  hinged  entirely  on  their  skill  to  make 
the  prescribed  mark  at  these  periodical  examinations.  The  board 
wisely  determined  to  abolish  monthly  examinations,  and  directed  that 
occasional  written  reviews  at  the  completion  of  a  topic  or  subject, 
and  the  daily  oral  and  written  recitations  form  a  basis  for  grading 
pupils,  and  that  written  recitations  have  no  more  value  than  oral. 
It  further  directed  that  only  semi-annual  examinations  be  held,  and 
that  they  be  neither  lengthy  nor  severe,  and  be  based  entirely  upon 
the  studies  pursued,  and  that  the  rank  of  each  pupil  be  based  upon 
all  the  work,  the  term  recitations  counting  twTo-thirds  and  the  two 
written  examinations  one-third. 
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The  old  method  unquestionably  made  examinations  unduly  im- 
portant. The  more  important  examinations  are  made,  the  greater, 
in  my  opinion,  is  the  danger  of  evils  arising  from  them.  Examina- 
tions, it  seems  to  me,  should  be  little  more  than  tests  to  ascertain 
whether  pupils  have  grasped  the  general  principles  of  a  subject 
studied,  and  a  guide  to  the  teacher  to  indicate  to  her  whether  her 
instruction  has  been  understood  and  effective.  To  hold  a  child  ir- 
revocably responsible  for  a  study  it  may  not  have  grasped,  is  mani- 
festly unfair,  especially  where  the  daily  recitation  work  has  been  en- 
tirely ignored,  and  the  child's  standing  determined  alone  by  examina- 
tions. In  my  opinion,  each  day's  work  should  be  equally  important, 
and  should  count  equally  in  obtaining  the  rank  of  pupils,  no  matter 
whether  the  tests  be  written  or  oral. 

Several  of  the  defects  alleged  to  exist  in  our  school  system  can 
without  doubt  be  traced  to  the  numerous  examinations;  for  in  the 
sections  of  the  city  where  the  system  prevailed  in  all  its  rigor,  com- 
plaints of  the  over-taxing  of  children  were  more  frequent  than  in 
sections  where  it  has  been  only  moderately  in  vogue.  Much  of  this 
over-taxing  was  unquestionably  due  to  monthly  examinations.  Am- 
bitious pupils  were  constantly  at  a  high  tension,  were  constantly  kept 
in  mind  that  they  must  have  a  certain  "stock  in  trade/'  and  unless 
they  had  they  were  reduced  in  rank. 

Monthly  examinations,  used  as  the  only  means  of  fixing  the  stand- 
ing of  pupils,  are  undesirable  not  only  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they 
overtax  pupils,  but  they  tempt  them  to  be  dishonest.  In  fact,  among 
many  pupils  it  is  considered  "smart"'  to  circumvent  the  teacher  by 
cheating.  To  children,  as  a  rule,  cheating  seems  harmless,  and  yet, 
does  it  not  have  the  tendency  to  help  along  the  idea  that  seems  to 
be  gaining  ground  in  our  modern  life,  that  a  certain  amount  of  dis- 
honesty in  the  affairs  of  life  is  business  acumen  and  absolutely  es- 
sential to  success?  I  believe,  that  this  condition  in  adult  life  has, 
in  a  measure,  its  beginning  in  school  dishonesty.  The  more  that  is 
at  stake  in  these  examinations,  for  teacher  and  pupil  alike,  the 
greater  is  the  tendency  to  questionable  methods. 

Still  another  evil  of  frequent  examinations  is  the  waste  of  time  and 
energy.  The  monthly  and  the  term  examinations  consumed  thirty 
or  more  days  of  the  school  year,  according  as  a  teacher  deemed  them 
important.  This  did  not,  of  course,  include  the  time  spent  in  reviews. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  dwell  on  the  energy  both  teachers  and  pupils 
expend  in  going  through  these  ordeals. 

Again,  the  monthly  examination  system  is  unjust  to  the  pupils. 
It  puts  a  premium  on  examination  days  and  absolutely  sets  aside 
the  work  of  other  days.  As  I  have  already  suggested,  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  a  system  of  averages  is  of  any  advantage  to  determine 
the  rank  of  a  pupil,  such  averages  should  be  the  result  of  the  work 
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of  each  day,  and  not  simply  of  an  examination  held,  perhaps,  when  a 
pupil  may  be  indisposed.  Then,  too,  some  pupils  can  never  pass  ex- 
aminations to  advantage.  For  these  all  the  daily  work  counts  for 
naught. 

Then,  too,  monthly  examinations  pervert  the  1rue  aim  of  educa- 
tion. They  must  necessarily  narrow  instruction,  create  mechanical 
methods,  and  bring  about  unfortunate  habits  of  study.  Pupils  are 
simply  being  'stuffed"  or  prepared  to  pass  examinations.  Each 
branch  of  learning  is  reviewed  for  probable  questions.  Pupils  con 
their  books  for  what  may  b^  asked  at  the  approaching  examination, 
instead  of  trying  to  grasp  the  general  principles  of  a  subject  or  of  in- 
creasing their  capacity  for  consecutive  and  logical  work.  Education 
thus  fails  of  its  primary  objects,  namely,  the  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge, the  development  of  power,  the  development  of  character.  Dr. 
Emerson  E.  White  well  puts  it  when  he  says:  '"Examinations  have 
perverted  the  best  efforts  of  teachers,  and  narrowed  and  grooved 
their  instruction;  they  have  occasioned  and  made  well-nigh  impera- 
tive the  use  of  mechanical  and  rote  methods  of  teaching;  they  have 
occasioned  "stuffing"  and  other  vicious  habits  of  study;  they  have 
caused  much  of  the  over-pressure  charged  upon  the  schools." 

Laying  aside  the  fact  that  frequent  examinations  cause  over-pres- 
sure of  pupils,  that  they  are  ethically  undesirable,  that  they  squander 
time  and  energy,  that  they  are  unjust,  that  they  retard  rational  meth- 
ods of  instruction,  the  most  serious  objection  to  a  rigid  system  of 
examinations,  is  the  effect  they  have  upon  sensitive,  nervous  pupils. 
It  is  sometimes  urged  that  only  the  unprepared  and  the  dull,  fearing 
the  results  of  failing  at  examinations,  are  physically  affected,  but 
this,  I  think,  cannot  be  verified.  Physicians  and  parents  might 
testify  of  many  fine  grained,  sensitive,  brilliant  boys  and  girls  ruined 
mentally  and  physically  by  nervous  disorders  resultant  from  exam- 
inations. 

The  movement  against  examinations  as  the  only  means  of  deter- 
mining the  fitness  of  pupils  has  resulted  in  their  entire  abolition  by 
many  school  boards  and  the  curtailment  of  their  importance  by 
others.  Monthly  examinations  in  schools  in  other  cities  are  now 
rare.  In  a  circular  of  information,  way  back  in  1891,  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  one  may  read  that  monthly  ex- 
aminations are  now  found  in  few  schools.  The  evils  of  necessary 
examinations,  it  seems  to  me,  may  in  part  be  averted  by  lessening 
their  consequence  and  by  having  the  term  work  play  a  more  signifi- 
cant part.  The  wholesome  effect  of  less  attention  to  examinations 
and  more  to  instruction  in  order  to  develop  the  power  of  doing  in 
pupils,  and  not  of  gathering  and  compiling  possible  examination  de- 
tails, is  already  evident  in  our  schools.     Of  course,  this  plan  entails 
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more  teaching,  but,  to  my  mind,  this  is  desirable.  More  real  instruc- 
tion on  the  part  of  teachers  will  result  in  less  complaint  that  parents 
are  compelled  to  teach  their  children  at  home  and  that  the  schools 
are  merely  for  recitations. 


Course  of  Study. 

The  adoption  of  a  definite  curriculum  of  course  of  study  for  each 
grade  has  also  been  very  helpful.  It  has  resulted  in  more  satisfac- 
tory and  coherent  work  in  the  same  grades.  The  subject  matter  of 
the  several  branches  has  been  more  carefully  covered  and  adjustments 
have  been  more  readily  made.  Beading  and  writing  have  been  es- 
pecially emphasized  in  the  lower  grades,  for  children  can  do  little  in- 
telligent work  before  they  read  and  write.  The  course  of  study  has 
helped  the  teachers  in  that  they  know  precisely  what  is  required;  it 
has  helped  the  pupils  in  that  they  will  not  be  required  to  cover  the 
same  work  with  tiring  frequency;  it  has  helped  the  board  and  the 
public  in  that  each  may  know  what  is  doing  in  the  schools  and  thus 
be  of  more  assistance  to  pupils  and  teachers.  A  course  of  study  is 
the  rudder  of  a  public  school  system. 


A  Uniform  Programme. 

A  uniform  programme  for  the  several  grades  has  also  been  of  posi- 
tive advantage.  It  has  helped  to  systematize  the  work  and  to  making 
supervision  less  difficult,  and  has  resulted  in  a  more  economical  use 
and  partition  of  time.  The  provision  for  a  definite  set  time  for  in- 
dividual Avork  for  slow  pupils  has  been  the  marked  successful  feature 
of  this  departure.  Of  course,  such  a  programme  must  be  more  or 
less  flexible,  depending  on  contingencies  that  may  arise. 


Evening  High  School. 

An  advanced  evening  school  or  evening  high  school  has  been  es- 
tablished in  Reading.  This  is  a  valuable  addition  to  our  school  sys- 
tem. Opening  in  the  latter  part  of  October  with  an  enrollment  of 
150  and  closing  May  first  with  half  that  number,  this  school  has 
been  an  inspiration  to  pupils,  to  teachers,  and  to  the  superintendent, 
it  has,  also,  been  cordially  and  enthusiastically  approved  by  the  press 
of  the  city  and  the  members  of  the  board.  It  fills  an  important  need. 
Its  development  upon  a  permanent  plan  is  one  of  the  problems  of  the 
future. 

An  evening  high  school  is  an  effective  factor  in  the  realm  of  educa- 
tion.    Twenty  years  ago  such  a  school  was  almost  unknown.     The 


No.  5.  READING.  259 

beginning  of  this  work  was  no  doubt  marked  with  much  difficulty  and 
opposition.  About  twenty  cities  have  undertaken  this  advanced 
evening  work.  Superintendents  will  be  surprised  at  the  immediate 
success  of  such  a  school,  at  the  interest,  zeal  and  enthusiasm  mani- 
fested, and  at  the  results  obtained.  In  every  community  boys  and 
girls  discontinue  or  are  compelled  to  discontinue  school  before  be- 
ginning or  completing  the  high  school  course.  Many  neglect  the 
educational  advantages  of  early  life.  Later  comes  the  longing  for 
something  higher,  something  better,  something  nobler;  young  men 
and  young  women  dream  of  a  life  that  leads  them  to  increased  re- 
muneration or  to  more  distinguished  achievement.  The  success  of 
recent  agencies  in  education  such  as  correspondence  schools  and 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  classes  verities  this.  The  even- 
ing high  school  gives  particular  opportunities  to  the  ambitious  youth 
of  our  country.  Pupils  in  the  evening  high  school  are  voluntary, 
and  consequently,  the  work  is  more  effective  and  teaching  more  sat- 
isfactory than  in  day  schools.  A  careful  investigation  during  the 
past  few  months  convinces  me  that  wherever  an  evening  high  school 
has  been  properly  tried,  the  results  have  been  satisfactory.  The 
training  in  such  a  school  not  only  better  equips  young  men  and 
young  women  for  the  practical  duties  of  life  and  helps  them  in  a 
financial  way,  but  makes  them  more  appreciative  of  the  world  in 
which  they  live.  It  raises  their  plane  of  living,  it  cultivates  their 
tastes,  it  broadens  their  mental  horizon.  An  evening  high  school 
will  elevate  the  moral  and  the  intellectual  tone  of  any  community, 
it  will  make  better  citizens,  more  ideal  homes,  and  a  more  exalted 
civic  standard. 

Elementary  Evening  Schools. 

The  elementary  evening  schools  have  done  efficient  work,  but  they 
have  not  attraced  a  large  number  of  pupils.  In  the  past  winter 
the  enrollment  in  these  schools  was  less  than  200.  The  boys  and 
girls  who  should  attend  these  schools  have  not  yet  reached  the  age 
where  they  fully  realize  the  importance  of  even  a  rudimentary  educa- 
tion. 

Day  High  Schools. 

The  day  high  schools  are  at  a  high  standard.  That  senior  students 
have  offers  of  employment  before  graduation  is  very  creditable  to 
these  schools.  In  fact,  it  has  been  impossible  to  supply  the  demand 
for  high  school  graduates.  Merchants,  bankers,  professional  men, 
and  manufacturers  prefer  them,  because,  as  a  rule,  they  have  greater 
capability  for  advancement.  They  have  a  reserve  for  an  emergency. 
About  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  of  the  Boys'  High  School  go  to 
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college.  There  are  now  nearly  seventy-five  boys  at  Harvard,  Yale, 
Cornell,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Princeton,  Lehigh,  Franklin  and 
Marshall,  Muhlenberg,  Ursinus,  and  other  colleges,  medical  schools, 
and  technical  institutions.  One  of  our  boys  is  now  at  Annapolis, 
and  two  more  were  appointed  this  year.  In  June,  1902.  two  boys 
of  the  junior  class  after  three  years'  work  passed  19  and  another  17 
points  in  the  preliminary  examinations  for  Harvard.  The  maximum 
number  of  units  required  for  regular  admission  is  twenty-six.  Each 
year  several  girls,  also,  go  to  college.  The  great  majority,  however, 
enter  offices,  or  register  as  students  in  the  normal  class  and  after  a 
course  of  one  year  become  teachers.  Only  graduates  of  the  Girls' 
High  School  may  enter  this  class,  although  graduates  of  the  High 
School  may  receive  their  normal  training  elsewhere,  and  be  appointed 
as  teachers  in  the  city  schools. 


Music  and  Drawing. 

The  courses  in  music  and  drawing,  under  two  special  teachers  for 
the  former  and  one  for  the  latter,  have  been  revised  and  adapted  to 
the  new  grades.  The  supervisors  report  that  teachers  with  few  ex- 
ceptions are  painstaking  in  this  work.  The  supervisor  in  music  re- 
ports that  she  finds  the  division  of  the  schools  into  grades  admirable 
for  furthering  the  work  of  music,  that  one  is  enabled  better  to  note 
the  individual  effort  of  each  child  and  that  the  work  is  not,  as  here- 
tofore, all  done  by  the  precocious  first  class.  The  supervisor  in  draw- 
ing has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  fit  the  work  to  the  changed 
conditions,  and  commends  the  quality  of  the  work  in  the  schools. 
Music  and  drawing  admirably  cultivate  the  observant,  discriminating 
and  self-reliant  traits  in  pupils.  In  this  work  each  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  self.  To  accomplish  anything  each  one's  motto  must 
be:  "Rely  on  Self." 

Teachers'  Educational  Work. 

The  educational  work  among  the  teachers  was  encouraging.  The 
institute  was  a  pronounced  success.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy, 
of  New  York  University,  New  York  city;  Dr.  Gertrude  Edmund, 
principal  of  the  Training  School  for  Teachers,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Prof. 
F.  S.  Edmonds,  Central  High  School,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Prof.  Frank 
Hankinson,  Boys'  High  School,  this  city;  and  Dr.  E.  O.  Cleaver,  this 
city. 

During  the  winter  Prof.  F.  S.  Edmonds,  of  the  Central  High 
School,  Philadelphia,  gave  a  series  of  nine  lectures  on  History  of 
Europe  in  the  Ninteenth  Century.    The  course  was  enjoyable  and 
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instructive.  The  teachers  were  so  well  pleased  that  they  are  plan- 
ning another  for  next  year.  About  250  teachers  attended  each  of 
these  lectures.  Mr.  Arthur  G.  Jackson,  of  the  Alaska  Geographical 
Society,  also  delivered  a  suggestive  lecture  on  "Alaska." 

Fifty  teachers  composed  a  literature  class  conducted  by  Prof. 
Francis  H.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  The 
course  covered  a  period  of  twelve  Saturday  afternoons.  The  fol- 
lowing topics  were  instructively  discussed :  First,  A  survey  of  Ameri- 
can poetry — Lowell  as  a  type  poet,  and  a  critical  study  of  the  poem, 
"The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfaul;"  second,  A  glance  at  the  American 
essayist — A  study  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  as  an  essayist,  and  a 
critical  study  of  "The  American  Scholar"  as  an  essay.  Two  lectures 
were  also  given:  One  entitled  "My  Book  and  I,"  and  the  other  "The 
Garden  of  English  Literature."  The  members  of  the  class  felt  fully 
repaid  for  the  sacrifice  made  in  giving  up  their  Saturday  afternoons 
to  this  work. 

The  teachers'  nature  study  club  was  organized  with  a  very  en- 
couraging number.  Not  having  an  instructor,  the  members  of  the 
class,  with  Miss  Martha  Goodenough,  a  grade  teacher,  as  leader,  re- 
viewed the  work  done  last  year.  Field  excursions  were  made  once 
a  week,  usually  on  Friday  afternoon.  Prof.  Frank  Hankinson,  for- 
mer vice-principal  of  the  Boys'  High  School,  taught  a  class  of  fifty 
in  algebra  during  the  fall  term;  and  Prof.  Elmer  Schuyler,  of  the 
Boys'  High  School  faculty  a  geometry  class  with  an  average  atten- 
dance of  twenty,  and  Prof.  Arthur  T.  Chapin,  of  the  same  school,  a 
class  of  twelve  in  Greek,  once  each  week  during  the  entire  year. 
Professors  Hankinson,  Schuyler  and  Chapin  received  no  remunera- 
tion. 

The  teachers  deserve  much  praise  of  their  desire  to  improve  them- 
selves. Many  teachers  were  in  several  of  the  classes,  and  very  few 
were  not  in  any.  it  now  remains  for  more  of  our  teachers  occasion- 
ally to  attend  educational  conventions  and  meetings  and  summer 
schools,  so  that  they  may  bring  back  to  their  work  the  enthusiasm 
and  the  exhilaration  of  these  gatherings.  It  would  be  difficult  for 
me  to  estimate  the  benefit  they  have  been  to  me.  In  fact,  I  regard 
them  as  the  Renaissance  of  my  school-teaching  life.  The  attendance 
of  members  of  the  board  at  State  and  National  meetings  of  directors 
deserves  not  only  notice  but  commendation.  The  board  has  been 
generous  toward  the  teachers'  educational  work,  appropriating  $300 
for  the  next  institute,  and  $100  for  the  teachers'  library.  The  library 
numbers  GOO  volumes,  and  twenty  periodicals  are  on  file  for  the  use 
of  teachers.  I  shall  also  make  an  effort  to  collect  the  reports  of  the 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Education,  and  of  the  State  superin- 
tendents, and  the  proceedings  of  the  National  and  State  Educational 
Associations,  and  shall  appreciate  any  volumes  contributed. 
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Patriotic  Exercises. 

At  frequent  intervals  during  the  year  patriotic  organizations  have 
flag  raisings  at  school  buildings.  At  these,  pupils  sing  and  repeat 
pledges  to  the  flag,  and  eloquent  and  patriotic  addresses  are  deliv- 
ered. Thousands  of  people  view  the  parade  of  school  officers  and 
controllers,  pupils  and  members  of  the  several  patriotic  bodies  along 
streets  brilliantly  illuminated  for  the  occasion,  and  listen  to  the  pro- 
grammes with  unbounded  interest,  enthusiasm  and  approval.  On 
the  day  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  addresses  fitting  to  the  occasion  were 
delivered  in  the  schools  of  the  city  by  men  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  pupils  rendered  special  music.  On 
Memorial  Day  morning  in  spite  of  the  inclement  weather  more  than 
one  thousand  pupils  participated  in  a  parade,  and  contributed  for 
the  decoration  of  soldiers'  graves.  Nothing  can  be  more  elevating 
than  these  exercises.  To  be  sure,  they  should  be  arranged  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  regular  school  work.  The  child  is  never 
too  young  to  love  country  and  flag,  and  these  demonstrations  make 
improbable  the  planting  of  the  seeds  of  civil  discontent  and  anarchy 
in  later  life.  The  Revolutionar}-  struggle  made  our  beautiful  flag 
an  emblem  of  liberty  and  a  foe  of  tyranny;  the  Civil  strife  made  the 
star  spangled  banner  a  symbol  of  freedom  and  an  opponent  of  slav- 
ery; the  Spanish-American  war  made  it  a  herald  of  civilization  and 
a  menance  to  oppression.  Exercises  such  as  conducted  by  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  Junior  Mechanics,  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  will  make,  as  has  been  written,  our  flag — "In- 
spirer  in  battle;  guardian  of  our  homes;  whose  stars  and  stripes 
stand  for  bravery,  purity,  truth  and  union.'' 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

During  the  year  I  have  had  about  a  dozen  meetings  with  each  of 
the  eight  grades.  In  them  we  have  outlined  the  work,  decided  upon 
examination  questions  and  settled  matters  of  special  interest  to  the 
grades.  I  have  also  had  perhaps  a  hundred  meetings  with  teachers 
at  the  several  buildings,  whenever  I  deemed  them  advisable  or  regu- 
larly visited  a  building.  These  have  been  especially  helpful.  They 
have  given  me  a  more  minute  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  school 
work  and  a  clearer  insight  into  the  real  needs  of  teachers  and  pupils 
alike.  In  these  smaller  meetings  not  only  were  the  requirements  of 
the  several  grades  as  a  whole  discussed,  but  especially  the  individual 
needs  of  pupils  and  teachings  or  any  conditions,  local  or  peculiar  to 
a  section. 

Slates  Abolished. 

The  use  of  slates  was  discontinued  in  the  seventh  and  the  eighth 
grades  by  rule  of  the  board,  and  their  use  was  made  optional  to 
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teachers  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades.  The  objections  to  the  use  of 
slates  were:  That  their  use  fosters  careless  penmanship;  that  a  pupil 
requires  one  movement  for  a  slate  and  another  for  paper,  thus  re- 
tarding real  progress;  that  slates  are  not  used  in  after  life  and  con- 
sequently should  not  be  when  a  child  is  acquiriug  the  character  of 
its  hand  writing;  that  pen,  pencil  and  paper  cause  less  commotion  in 
the  school  room  and  are  more  sanitary.  The  last  fact  was  especially 
emphasized.  Judging  from  the  number,  who  have  voluntarily 
abandoned  the  use  of  slates,  the  abolition  has  met  the  approval  of 
many  teachers. 

Rules  Revised. 

The  board  at  its  reorganization  in  February  revised  its  rules  and 
collected  in  compact  form  all  resolutions  adopted  in  the  past  few 
years.  One  change  is  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  super- 
intendent, who  may  now  temporarily  suspend  a  teacher  for  insub- 
ordination or  violation  of  the  rules,  and  the  teachers'  committee  may 
permanently  suspend  or  demote  a  teacher.  The  promotion  of  teach- 
ers no  longer  depends  on  the  scholarship  and  the  experience  of  appli- 
cants alone,  but  on  their  teaching  ability,  effort,  and  personality 
in  the  school  room.  The  duties  of  the  teaching  principals  have  also 
been  emphasized.  Teachers,  too,  are  compelled  to  attend  grade 
meetings.  These  rules  have  been  printed  in  a  very  convenient  and 
attractive  form. 

New  Buildings. 

In  the  spring  a  new  eight-room  building  was  completed,  and  a 
twelve-room  and  a  four-room  building  are  in  process  of  erection. 
This  will  give  us  forty-seven  (47)  buildings,  over  half  of  which 
are  practically  new,  and  nearly  all  of  which  are  in  excellent  sanitary 
condition.  The  Reading  board  certainly  deserves  high  commedation 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  houses  its  pupils. 


Enrollment. 

The  highest  number  of  pupils  on  list  at  any  one  time  during  the 
year  was  11,0S2,  and  the  lowest,  11,122;  the  highest  number  en- 
rolled below  the  high  schools  was  11,099,  the  lowest,  10,624.  The 
number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  grades  below  the  high  schools  is 
303,  making  the  average  enrollment  to  a  teacher  about  36.  This 
policy  of  the  board  in  reducing  the  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher, 
has,  I  think,  resulted  in  les3  hurried  and  more  advantageous  instruc- 
tion. 
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Public  Interest. 

Another  feature  of  our  school  life  worthy  of  mention  is  the  public 
interest  in  the  schools.  The  proceedings  of  the  board  are  interest- 
ingly reported  in  the  daily  papers  to  the  minutest  detail.  These  ac- 
counts are  read  by  all  classes.  Every  action  of  the  board  is  freely 
discussed  and  criticised.  This  gives  all  an  opportunity  to  know 
what  is  being  done  and  why  it  is  being  done.  Many  citizens  and 
parents  visit  the  schools  and  thus  become  familiar  with  the  require- 
ments. During  the  year  there  were  3,000  such  visits.  Much  misun- 
derstanding and  prejudice  are  thus  avoided  or  dissipated. 


Superintendent's  Time. 

A  perplexing  problem  with  a  superintendent  is  how  to  use  his  time 
to  best  advantage.  The  many  and  varied  duties  that  confront  him 
make  a  wise  discrimination  necessary,  and  members  of  the  board  and 
the  public  should  realize  this.  In  my  first  year  I  made  3,618  visits, 
varying  in  length  from  several  minutes  to  more  than  an  hour,  ac- 
cording as  circumstances  demanded.  In  addition  to  the  several 
changes  reviewed,  there  have  been  interviews  with  pupils,  parents, 
teachers,  controllers,  agents  and  visitors,  running  into  the  thousands, 
the  preparation  of  examination  questions  for  pupils  and  teachers, 
the  marking  of  examination  papers,  the  promotion  of  pupils,  the  dis- 
ciplining of  suspended  pupils,  the  preparing  of  reports  to  the  State 
and  National  Departments  of  Education,  and  to  the  local  board,  the 
examination  of  teachers'  reports,  the  compilation  of  lists  in  spelling 
and  definitions,  of  problems  in  arithmetic,  and  outlines  in  govern- 
ment, hearings  of  parents  and  teachers,  the  investigation  of  cases 
for  transfer  of  pupils,  the  issuing  of  orders  for  day  and  evening 
schools,  arrangements  for  institute,  the  assignment  of  substitutes, 
the  keeping  of  records,  the  preparation  of  special  bulletins  and  in- 
structions to  teachers,  the  attendance  at  board  and  committee  meet- 
ings, and  at  educational  conventions  and  normal  school  examinations, 
and  the  dozen  and  one  other  unexpected  duties  that  happen  each 
day,  not  to  speak  of  public  duties  a  superintendent  is  called  upon  to 
perform.     This  makes  an  economic  distribution  of  time  imperative. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  incessant  doing,  and  I  close  my  first  year  with 
a  feeling  that  I  have  done  the  best  of  which  I  have  been  capable.  I 
may  have  missed  aim  again  and  again,  but  I  have  tried  to  sight  ac- 
curately. Crude  though  my  endeavors  have  been,  I  believe  the 
schools  have  continued  to  move  upward  and  onward,  and  I  think 
that  we  may  face  the  future  with  confidence.  I  would  be  remiss  in 
my  duty  if  I  failed  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  sympathy  and 
the  support  that  I  have  received  from  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
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board.  In  no  work  I  have  ever  undertaken  have  I  found  men  so 
eager  and  so  willing  to  help.  They  have  responded  whenever  called 
and  often  at  considerable  personal  sacrifice.  A  record  of  2,700  visits 
by  controllers  needs  no  corroborative  testimony.  With  no  attempt 
to  flatter,  with  no  desire  nor  necessity  to  fortify  myself,  I  can  truth- 
fully and  cordially  say  of  the  members  of  the  Reading  school  board — 
"Well  done."  I  hope  that  these  conditions  may  continue  and  that 
our  motto  shall  be  "Justice  to  all;  indifference  to  none." 


SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 


For  one  who  has  been  temporarily  out  of  the  office  of  the  super- 
intendent for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  forget  the  traditions  of 
the  school  room  and  school  supervision,  a  return  to  office  presents 
an  opportunity  not  hitherto  appreciated.  The  assumption  of  office 
after  an  interim  of  seven  years  is  in  itself  quite  unusual,  and  the 
point  of  view  very  materially  changed.  It  is  surprising  in  a  growing 
city  to  note  the  many  changes  that  occur  in  a  relatively  short  time. 
Opinion  of  work  done,  attitude  of  school  board,  interest  in  the  com- 
munity and  the  like,  all  have  a  value  that  in  the  unbroken  routine 
of  service  are  sometimes  overlooked,  or  not  sufficiently  emphasized 
as  factors  in  the  solution  of  the  school  problem.  The  year  just 
closed  has  been  an  important  one  in  many  respects.  While  the 
usual  amount  has  been  done  along  the  line  of  the  ordinary  school 
branches  which  are  indispensable  in  the  educational  training  of 
the  child,  foundations  are  being  laid  for  a  more  complete  rounding 
out  of  that  education  to  which  each  pupil  is  entitled. 


Kindergartens. 

Prior  to  this  year,  kindergartens  had  been  established  by  the 
school  board  to  the  number  of  eight.  At  the  opening  of  the  year, 
five  more  were  added,  while  the  total  number  is  the  proverbially  un- 
lucky one,  this  did  not  seem  to  affect  the  success  of  the  same.  In 
order  that  we  might  have  a  sufficient  number  of  properly  trained 
kindergartners  for  such  schools  as  may  be  opened  in  the  future,  a 
kindergarten  class  of  twelve  was  established  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Susan  Underwood,  our  kindergarten  supervisor.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  class  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  and  training  school. 
•   This  preliminary  preparation,  with  the  additional  year  of  theory 
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and  practice  for  the  position  of  kindergarten  teacher  should  give  us 
a  well  trained  corps  in  this  department. 

Manual  Training. 

During  the  year  Mrs.  Abby  R.  Smith  donated  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  school  district  for  the  establishment  of  a  manual  training 
school,  to  be  known  as  the  William  T.  Smith  Manual  Training 
School.  The  condition  upon  which  this  gift  was  tendered  were  so 
attractive  that  the  Board  of  Control  accepted  the  same  and  entered 
at  once  upon  negotiations  for  a  successful  completion  of  the  project. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  establishment 
of  manual  training  throughout  the  city  schools  in  such  locations  as 
will  be  accessible  for  all,  and  an  added  impetus  to  popular  education 
will  thus  be  given. 

New  High  School. 

Our  beautiful  building  opened  seven  years  ago  has  become  so 
crowded  that  additional  room  was  imperative.  Plans  have  been 
made  and  specifications  drawn  for  another  building  to  cost  with 
lot,  approximately,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This 
new  building  will  be  devoted  largely  to  English  and  scientific  lines. 

Buildings. 

Three  new  brick  buildings  containing  respectively  eight,  eight  and 
twelve  rooms  were  built  during  the  year.  The  Board  of  Control 
has  carefully  watched  the  educational  needs  of  the  community,  and 
has  thus  avoided  the  complications  that  invariably  occur  through 
lack  of  school  accommodation. 

Compulsory  Attendance. 

It  is  discouraging  that  compulsion  should  be  necessary  to  enforce 
acceptance  of  what  is  so  generously  offered  and  furnished.  Two 
attendance  officers  are  in  service,  and  it  is  hoped  that  gradually 
parents  may  be  brought  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  the  child 
who  is  regularly  in  attendance  at  school  that  makes  marked  pro- 
gress. Teachers  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  that  which  is 
beyond  their  control. 

Higher  Education. . 

Each  city  has  conditions  peculiarly  its  own.  It  is  very  encour- 
aginging  to  note  the  interest  that  is  being  taken  in  higher  education. 
The  last  class  of  the  high  school  (which  was  smaller  than  the  pre- 
vious year),  numbered  one  hundred  and  one,  distributed  in  courses 
as  follows: 


No.  5.  SHAMOKIN.  267 

College  Preparatory,  twenty-five. 

Scientific,  ten. 

General,  thirty-six. 

Commercial,  thirty. 

Our  high  school  which  opened  seven  years  ago  with  four  hundred 
and  fifty,  now  numbers  an  even  thousand,  and  it  is  anticipated  for 
the  coming  year  that  the  number  will  be  materially  increased.  How 
1o  keep  the  boy  and  girl  in  school;  how  to  arrange  the  work  of  the 
grades  that  their  importance  may  be  felt;  how  to  reach  the  parent 
whose  indifference,  or  commercial  instinct  is  so  great  that  the  future 
of  the  child  is  not  given  sufficient  consideration;  how  to  protect  the 
child  against  all  opposing  forces,  are  questions  that  confront  every 
city.  It  is  the  general  education  of  the  people  that  we  must  strive 
to  effect,  and  not  the  education  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
many.  How  to  stop  the  great  waste  of  time  and  energy  in  accom- 
plishing so  little  that  is  really  beneficial  will  be  the  slogan  for  the 
coming  year. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion my  second  annual  report.  The  school  year  is  marked  with  sub- 
stantial progress  in  every  department  of  the  schools.  The  school 
year  has  been  a  pleasant  one  and  a  high  standard  of  excellence  has 
been  maintained. 

The  schools  have  been  very  free  from  loss  of  time  on  account  of 
contagious  diseases.  The  alertness  of  parents  and  teachers  to 
observe  such  diseases,  the  thorough  fumigation  of  infected  rooms, 
the  destroying  of  infected  books,  and  the  strict  quarantine  main- 
tained by  the  Board  of  Health,  have  reduced  the  number  of  cases 
of  contagious  diseases  to  the  minimum. 

The  discipline  of  the  schools  for  the  past  year  has  been  of  a  high 
order.  The  teachers  have  been  working  on  the  principle  that  "no 
form  of  discipline  is  good  that  does  not  lead  to  self  control."  Pun- 
ishments were  resorted  to  in  but  few  instances.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year  the  Board  of  Directors  abolished  corporal  punishment 
in  the  schools  with  some  degree  of  doubt  as  to  the  probable  result. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  the  results  most  satisfactory.  The  number 
of  cases  of  truancy  is  21  per  cent,  less  than  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years.  The  number  of  cases  of  suspension  is  8  per  cent,  less 
than  that  of  last  year.     The  number  of  cases  reported  to  parents  is 
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10  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  last  year.  On  the  whole  the  tendency 
is  uplifting  both  for  teachers  and  pupils.  While  there  may  be  some 
pupils  so  degenerate  as  to  lead  one  to  believe  that  a  vigorous  use  of 
the  traditional  birch  rod  would  not  prove  detrimental  to  their  well 
being,  at  the  same  time  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  beneficial 
effects.  The  time  has  come  when  cruelty  on  the  part  of  a  teacher 
must  be  replaced  by  the  high  moral  qualities  of  gentleness  and 
loving  kindness. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  grades  has  been  thoroughly  revised. 
Drawing  has  been  eliminated  from  grades  five  and  eight,  science 
and  nature  study  from  grades  four  and  eight,  and  clay  modeling 
from  all  the  grades.  These  changes  are  working  well.  The  cutting 
out  of  these  as  regular  subjects  of  study  has  permitted  the  pupils  to 
do  more  thorough  work  in  the  more  essential  branches,  and  thus  to 
correlate  all  those  things  claiming  recognition  in  the  public  school 
curriculum  with  the  well  established  subjects.  No  home  work 
is  now  required  of  our  pupils  below  the  fifth  grade.  Not  more  home 
work  is  required  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade  pupils  than  can  be  done 
well  in  one-half  hour,  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils  what 
can  be  done  well  in  three-fourths  hour,  and  of  the  high  school  pupils, 
what  can  be  done  well  in  two  hours.  The  aim  is  to  graduate  the 
home  work  according  to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  pupil.  During 
the  year  there  have  been  very  few  complaints  about  overworked 
pupils.  Our  pupils  seem  to  think  more  rapidly  and  accurately  when 
not  exhausted  by  excessive  home  work. 

The  popularity  of  the  high  school  is  shown  by  the  facts  that  the 
enrollment  has  reached  326  students,  or  an  increase  of  86  per  cent, 
in  six  years,  and  that  91  per  cent,  of  the  grammar  school  graduates 
of  last  year  entered  the  high  school  this  year.  There  were  18  young 
ladies  and  six  young  men  graduated  from  the  high  school  on  the 
evening  of  June  2.  The  number  of  graduates  this  year  is  small, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  commercial  course  has  been  lengthened  to 
four  years,  thus  not  permitting  any  in  that  course  to  graduate  this 
year. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  spared  no  efforts  that  are  for  the 
best  interests  and  welfare  of  the  schools.  A  number  of  beneficial 
measures  for  the  schools  have  been  only  partially  realized  on  ac- 
count of  recent  industrial  conditions.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  our  schools  are  progressing.  We  are  encouraged  in  our  hopes 
for  the  future  by  an  interested  community,  a  progressive  and  con- 
scientious school  board,  zealous  and  enthusiastic  teachers,  and  in- 
dustrious and  ambitious  students. 
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SHARON— S.  H.  Hadley. 


In  submitting  my  first  annual  report,  I  can  safely  say  that  the 
past  year  has  been  one  of  continual  progress.  Our  teachers  have 
worked  very  diligently  and  the  result  is  that  each  grade  has  accom- 
plished more  work  and  has  done  it  better  than  ever  before.  During 
the  year  we  held  nine  general  meetings  of  the  teachers.  At  these 
meetings  we  studied  the  lives  and  works  of  some  of  our  noted  edu- 
cators, and  I  have  never  seen  more  interest  shown  in  that  line  than 
was  shown  here. 

Our  board  of  school  controllers  have  done  much  during  the  year 
toward  the  advancement  of  our  schools.  At  a  meeting  in  June, 
1902,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  advance  salaries  of  all  teachers 
$5.00  per  month,  making  the  minimum  salary  $45.00  per  month,  and 
I  may  add  that  I  am  glad  to  serve  a  board  of  school  controllers  who 
keep  their  salaries  at  such  a  place  that  a  minimum  salary  bill  does 
not  affect  them.  On  January  5th,  1903,  we  occupied  a  new  school 
building  which  had  been  in  course  of  construction  since  July,  1902. 

On  January  6th,  1903,  the  Sharon  public  schools  met  with  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  one  who  had  always  supported  the  public 
schools,  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  eighteen  years, 
and  as  attendance  officer  for  six  years.  I  speak  of  John  W.  Mason. 
In  his  death,  the  teachers  and  pupils  felt  that  they  had  lost  a  per- 
sonal friend,  one  who  always  did  every  thing  possible  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  schools. 

During  the  last  two  years  Sharon  has  seen  a  remarkable  growth. 
Owing  to  that  fact  and  also  that  little  building  had  been  done  here 
for  years,  it  was  wisely  decided  early  in  the  year  of  1903  to  erect 
two  new  eight-room  school  buildings,  and  now  both  are  well  started, 
and  ere  the  fall  is  here  both  will  be  completed  and  we  can  say  we 
have  as  good  school  buildings  as  any  town  in  this  locality. 

One  of  the  dep1™-  '    tiers'  aidth  which  we  all  have  to  contend  is 

the  continual    ^y thing  possible  nee  in  the  higher  grades.      As  a 

town  t-     Lil  the  teachers'  as  well  £fll  growth  where  young  ladies  and 

The  recent  introduction  of  more  ,'ing  good  salaries,  we  have  to 

studies  of  literature,  the  common  sciQ  state  that  there  have  been 

eral  grades  of  our  schools  has  prod^ar  than   for  many  years. 

Never  before  has  such  a  universal  enthipnrollment  has  increased 

general  reading,  by  teachers  and  pupils  i  or  nearly  two  hundred 

parent  during  this  term.  endance  has  not  fallen 

A  need  of  elevating  the  standard  of  the  l^o-nth  it  was  97  per 

literature  and  general  reading,  so  that  higher  j, 
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cent.     Many  of  our  schools  have  attained  at  different  months  ninety- 
seven  per  cent. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  the 
many  courtesies  they  have  extended  me  during  the  year. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


Taking  school  work  as  a  whole,  I  consider  the  past  year  one  of 
our  most  successful  years.  The  advance  in  the  work  was  regular, 
steady  and  healthy,  and  the  energy  displayed  by  most  of  our  teach- 
ers and  pupils  was  quite  satisfactory.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
school  term  nearly  all  of  our  schools  were  very  much  croAvded.  The 
enrollment  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  borough.  In  the 
day  schools  it  was  3,632;  males,  1,827;  females,  1,805.  The  primary 
grades  remained  congested  during  the  entire  term  but  the  upper 
grades  were  relieved  after  the  strike  was  over.  Many  of  the  boys 
who  had  been  employed  in  and  about  the  mines  returned  to  work. 
In  fact,  that  is  the  most  discouraging  part  of  the  work  to  our  en- 
ergetic teachers.  Many  of  our  bright,  promising  youths  leave 
school  as  soon  as  they  can  obtain  employment.  The  educators  of 
this  district  can  fully  appreciate  the  force  of  the  couplet,  "Full 
many  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen,  and  waste  its  sweetness  ou 
the  desert  air." 

For  this  reason,  the  enrollment  of  our  high  school,  which  should 
have  been  between  250  and  300  pupils  was,  during  the  year,  only  110. 
Those  who  did  enter  that  school  did  good  Avork  and  three  of  the  five 
who  took  the  new  fourth-year  course  applied  and  were  passed  by 
the  State  Board  to  a  senior  class  at  a  Normal  school.  We  con- 
tinued to  hold  our  teachers'  meeting  monthly,  and  our  teachers  con- 
tinued to  display  the  same  lively  v"*red  n°  the  leading  educational 
and  important  topics  of  the  da\^  schools.  A  nui  «i1(nvn  s0  promi- 
nently during  the  previous  yearoeen  only  Partially  rea*_ 

The  evening  schools  did  not-ditions-  We  nave  reason  to  beiu-" 
that  they  had  in  some  prevh^g.  We  are  encouraged  in  our  hopes 
evident  among  the  membei  ested  community,  a  progressive  and  con- 
those  in  authority  hoper"zealous  and  enthusiastic  teachers,  and  m- 
pupils,  but  the  average  s  students. 
only  300. 

Before  the  openi 
had  been  thorou' 
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buildings  had  been  painted,  and  two  large  new  boilers  had  been  put 
in,  one  in  the  high  school  building  and  the  other  in  the  Center  street 
building. 

Our  public  school  library  was  freely  patronized  during  the  year. 
Its  circulation  was  quite  large.  Besides  having  134  volumes  re- 
bound, the  trustees  added  about  250  new  volumes  of  history,  science 
and  fiction. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  K.  Wilt. 


All  educational  meetings,  from  the  county  annual  teachers'  asso- 
ciation to  the  semimonthly  borough  institute  held  during  tne  term 
have  been  well  attended,  and  a  deep  interest  was  shown  by  most  of 
the  members,  and  a  favorable  sentiment  prevailed  among  school 
officers  and  members. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  directors  of  this  borough  have  al- 
ways encouraged  teachers,  and  even  substitute  teachers,  to  attend 
the  county  institute. 

The  borough,  at  this  time,  owns  six  good  substantial  school  build- 
ings. Five  of  them  are  furnished  with  the  most  modern  system  of 
heating  and  ventilation;  are  well  lighted  and  built  with  a  view  of 
promoting  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils.  One  of  the  six 
buildings,  though  substantially  built,  is  still  heated  by  stoves,  and 
ventilated  according  to  the  old  plan,  yet  pupils  and  teachers  do  not 
appear  to  be  any  the  worse  for  it.  The  six  buildings  contain  a  total 
of  fifty-four  school  rooms,  four  supply  rooms,  four  assembly  rooms, 
one  director's  room,  forty-eight  robing  rooms,  with  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  closets  for  the  storage  of  books  and  supplies,  and  furnish  a 
seating  capacity  for  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  pupils. 

The  schools  throughout  all  their  grades  are  well  equipped  with 
reference  books,  teachers'  aids,  supplementary  books,  articles  of 
apparatus;  everything  possible  to  facilitate,  and  make  more  effec- 
tual both  the  teachers'  as  well  as  the  pupils  work. 

The  recent  introduction  of  more  and  better  reading  matter  in  the 
studies  of  literature,  the  common  sciences,  and  history  into  the  sev- 
eral grades  of  our  schools  has  produced  very  profitable  results. 
Never  before  has  such  a  universal  enthusiasm  manifested  itself  in 
general  reading,  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  our  schools  as  was  ap- 
parent during  this  term. 

A  need  of  elevating  the  standard  of  the  lower  grade  schools  in 
literature  and  general  reading,  so  that  higher  grades  will  not  need 
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to  devote  too  much  time  to  those  studies,  has  been  felt  for  some 
time.  By  the  increased  attention  to  the  branches  of  reading,  spell- 
ing, language,  elementary  arithmetic,  drawing,  painting  and  the  his- 
torical studies,  in  the  lower  grades,  and  by  lengthening  the  school 
time  in  these  grades  we  expect,  in  a  measure,  at  least,  to  overcome 
this  hindrance. 

Physical  culture  has  been  added  to  the  course  of  studies,  and  has 
been  well  started  during  the  past  term. 

The  new  buildings  constructed  during  the  year  were  taken  posses- 
sion of  during  the  months  of  October  and  November.  The  rooms 
in  these  buildings  are  large  and  cheerful,  well  lighted  and  afford  a 
home-like  appearance.  All  our  buildings— their  exterior  and  in- 
terior—are cheerful  in  their  aspects.  The  yards  with  their  numer- 
ous flower  beds  and  their  trees  receive  constant  attention  and  be- 
come more  attractive  to  pupils  and  teachers  every  year. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Nothing  unusual  occurred  in  the  administration  of  our  schools 
during  the  past  year.  Faithful  efforts  were  put  forth  all  along  the 
line  to  accomplish  the  ends  for  which  the  public  schools  were  estab- 
lished. If  the  true  spirit  of  unity  is  a  factor  in  accomplishing  these 
ends,  we  are  safe  in  concluding  that  the  year  was  not  lacking  in  suc- 
cess, for  in  no  previous  year  has  there  been  a  greater  degree  of 
harmony  and  genuine  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  concerned. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  year  was  creditable.  As  a  rule 
this  attendance  was  the  result  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  parents  to 
give  their  children  the  full  measure  of  opportunity  afforded  by  the 
schools.  Of  the  class  of  patrons,  who  do  not  have  an  intelligent 
conception  of  the  importance  of  regularity  of  attendance,  we  are  by 
no  means  free,  for  we  have  those  who  apparently  wait  to  be  com- 
pelled to  obey  the  mandates  of  the  law.  Fortunate  for  us  we  have 
an  efficient  attendance  officer,  backed  by  a  board  of  directors  that 
firmly  believes  that  the  only  way  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attend- 
ance law  is  to  enforce  it.  As  a  result  of  this  spirit  but  two  or  three 
arrests  are  necessary  each  year.  It  is  evident  that  if  the  energy 
that  is  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  weaknesses  in  the  law,  in 
some  localities,  were  directed  towards  its  enforcement,  most  of 
these  imaginary  difficulties  would  disappear. 

The  material  equipment  of  our  schools  is  such  as  to  afford  no  ex- 
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cuse  for  indifferent  work  from  that  standpoint.  We  are  well  sup- 
plied with  comfortable  and  attractive  buildings  and  all  the  neces- 
sary apparatus  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  teachers.  During  the 
year  all  the  rooms  in  the  borough  excepting  those  of  the  new  high 
school  building  were  re-painted  and  thoroughly  renovated,  and  care 
was  exercised  to  so  adjust  the  furniture  as  to  afford  the  greatest 
physical  comfort  to  each  pupil.  Early  in  the  term  the  offices  of  the 
board,  the  superintendent,  and  the  principal  of  the  high  school  and 
the  teachers'  rooms  in  the  high  school  building  were  neatly  carpeted 
and  furnished.  As  an  aid  to  the  various  lines  of  science  work  in 
the  different  departments,  through  the  instrumentality  of  The  Com- 
mercial Museum  of  Philadelphia,  a  fine  collection  of  raw  materials, 
photographs,  ets.,  was  secured  and  placed  in  an  accessible  position 
in  the  free  library.  For  some  time  the  high  school  has  been  in  pos- 
session of  a  well  selected  cabinet  of  minerals  for  the  use  of  its 
classes  in  Geology.  To  this  collection  there  have  been  added  re- 
cently several  valuable  specimens,  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Spayde 
a  local  mineralogist.  A  number  of  volumes  were  added  to  the  free 
library  within  the  last  year  and  plans  are  being  made  to  materially 
increase  the  number  in  the  near  future.  In  this  connection  the  fol- 
lowing facts  gleaned  from  the  annual  report  of  the  librarian  are 
presented : 

Number  of  volumes  read  by  the  high  school, 720 

Number  of  volumes  read  by  the  ten  grammar  schools,    1,107 
Number  of  volumes  read  by  the  public, 4  880 

Total  number  of  volumes  read, -. 6  707 

This  library  is  being  maintained  by  the  school  board  under  the 
provisions  of  the  State  law  permitting  a  tax  levy  for  such  a  pur 
pose. 

As  an  aid  to  teachers  in  their  professional  and  intellectual  growth 
general  teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly  throughout  the  term 
and  grade  conferences  were  called  as  circumstances  seemed  to  war- 
rant them.  In  the  management  of  the  general  meetings  there  was 
but  little  deviation  from  the  method  pursued  a  year  ago.  "Educa- 
tional Foundations"  was  made  the  basis  for  professional  reading 
and  discussion  and,  as  formerly,  at  each  meeting  there  was  pre- 
sented a  paper  from  a  representative  teacher  from  each  of  the  three 
departments.  These  papers  were  on  a  subject  of  general  interest 
to  all  the  grades.  A  feature  introduced  into  the  last  series  of 
grade  conferences  proved  valuable  in  that  it  brought  about  results 
in  many  instances  that  were  very  apparent  and  to  say  the  least 
beneficial.  It  consisted  in  placing  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher  in 
18—5—1903 
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the  grade  a  list  of  questions  prepared  with  a  view  to  beget  an  in- 
ward testing,  a  sort  of  introspection.  There  are  a  few  conditions 
that  the  grade  teacher,  who  has  the  same  line  of  work  year  after 
year,  must  guard  against,  if  she  desires  to  meet  with  the  highest 
degree  of  success.  Among  these  conditions  is  the  easily  acquired 
tendency  to  drift  into  a  stereotyped  method  of  doing  things. 
Traveling  in  a  rut  is  the  prevalent  mode  of  traveling  in  many  a 
school  room,  and  unfortunately  too  frequently  the  process  is  an  un- 
conscious one.  Then  too  there  is  another  condition  that  is  oft  times 
an  outgrowth  of  this  stereotyped  work.  It  is  the  tendency  to  over- 
look something  that  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  educational 
process  includes  certain  essentials,  and  some  of  these  essentials  are 
sure  to  be  neglected  where  the  teacher  has  been  so  unfortunate  as 
to  fall  into  a  rut.  The  progressive  teacher  has  no  desire  to  be 
found  in  either  of  these  conditions,  and  she  welcomes  any  influence 
that  will  aid  her  in  avoiding  them.  The  desire  to  lend  aid  in  this 
direction  led  to  the  preparation  of  a  series  of  questions  such  as  the 
following  on  the  teaching  of  reading,  selected  from  a  list  submitted 
to  the  teachers  of  the  second  grade: 

1.  Are  my  pupils  daily  gaining  power  to  make  out  phonic  words? 
is  there  a  gradual  iniproveinent  in  their  articulation? 

2.  Am  I  constantly  emphasizing  the  thought  getting  process  or 
am  1  satisfied  with  word  getting?  Do  I  "hold  on"  for  expression? 
Do  I  strive  to  give  proper  ideals  of  expression?  How  do  I  make  the 
transition  from  the  sentence  reading  in  the  first  reader  to  the  para- 
graph reading  in  the  second  reader? 

3.  How  can  I  use  the  supplementary  readers  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage? 

4.  What  stress  do  I  place  on  silent  reading? 

5.  Am  I  disposed  at  any  time  to  lose  sight  of  the  backward  or  the 
dull  pupil  in  reading? 

At  the  close  of  the  term  a  class  of  eighty -six  pupils  was  promoted 
from  the  A  Grammar  Grade  to  the  high  school.  A  largely  attended 
public  meeting  was  held  and  a  literary  and  musical  program  was 
rendered  by  the  class.  A  member  of  the  graduating  class  of  the 
high  school  gave  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  incoming  pupils,  and  Rev. 
J.  Ross  Stonesifer  delivered  a  suggestive  and  practical  address  on 
"The  Importance  of  Obtaining  an'  Education." 

The  high  school  commencement  took  place  on  the  evening  of  May 
28.  This  was  the  largest  educational  gathering  ever  held  in  the 
borough.  On  this  occasion  diplomas  were  awarded  to  twenty-nine 
young  men  and  women,  and  an  inspiring  address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr,  president  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 
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SUNBURY— Ira  Shipman. 


During  the  year  I  spent  .some  time  in  studying  school  conditions  in 
other  towns  and  in  making  comparison  with  our  own  schools.  I  be- 
lieve that  our  schools  are  improving,  but  the  more  I  learn  about  the 
schools  of  other  places,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  the  stay-at- 
home  policy  of  the  Sunbury  schools  for  the  past  twenty  years  has 
somewhat  narrowed  the  educational  horizon. 

If  we  desire  to  excel,  we  must  first  know  what  constitutes  the 
standard  of  excellence  and  then  work  toward  it.  A  few  dollars 
spent  by  districts  in  paying  the  expenses  of  committees  to  visit 
schools  in  other  towns  is  money  wisely  expended.  For  a  person  or 
a  group  of  persons  to  assume  that  their  views  are  the  best,  without 
having  posted  themselves  upon  the  practical  application  of  their 
theory,  is  folly  magnified.  If  we  would  keep  abreast  of  the  times 
educationally,  we  must  entertain  liberal  views,  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quaint ourselves  with  what  is  going  on  in  the  educational  world 
round  about  us.  In  educational  work  our  "Acres  of  Diamonds" 
are  not  always  near  our  door,  or  even  near  the  watering  trough  upon 
the  homestead. 

Too  often  the  greatest  stress  is  laid  upon  text-book  facts.  The 
mind  is  crammed,  and  too  little  attention  is  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  moral  and  useful  qualities.  Pupils  should  be  trained  to  be  some- 
body as  well  as  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  text-book  information. 
"Without  a  cultured  heart,  the  finest  and  most  excellent  scholar- 
ship counts  for  little.*'  Pupils  should  be  graduated  as  much  in  be- 
havior, and  gentlemanly  and  lady-like  qualities,  as  in  the  branches  of 
study  covered  by  the  curriculum. 

From  observation,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  too  many  young 
people  are  merely  attending  school,  but  are  not  applying  them- 
selves as  well  as  they  should.  Too  much  society,  too  much  foot-ball, 
too  much  of  the  cigarette  habit,  too  many  side  issues,  for  satis- 
factory results.  Without  good  moral  training  and  correct  habits 
all  knowledge  may  be  misapplied. 

The  school  forces  usually  line  themselves  up  about  as  follows: 
Teachers,  directors  and  progressive  citizens  on  one  side,  usually  the 
right  side,  and  fault-finders,  insubordinates,  and  gossips  on  the 
other  side  Between  the  two  forces  the  battle  for  an  education  is 
waged  with  varying  results.     As  a  rule,  schools  are  more  difficult 

"manage  than  they  were  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  The  spirit  of 
males,  ,„s  hag  something  to  do  with  this  change.  Organizations  of 
$1.44;  nukf  women  strike,  as  they  believe  to  better  their  condition. 
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These  uprisings  are  talked  over  in  the  homes  and  children  gradually 
entertain  wrong  views  of  government.  It  is  evident  that  the  spirit 
of  obedience  in  school  work  has  changed,  and  that  more  opposition 
to  good  government  is  apparent.  One  of  the  most  serious  mis- 
takes a  parent  can  make  is  to  give  countenance  or  encouragement, 
by  words,  or  acts,  to  children  or  others  who  are  disturbing  elements 
in  a  school.  The  lesson  of  implicit  obedience  is  more  important 
than  any  lesson  learned  from  books,  and  the  earlier  pupils  learn 
this  lesson,  the  better  it  will  be  for  them  as  individuals,  and  for  us 
as  a  nation. 

Books,  as  a  rule,  are  not  written  in  language  which  the  child  mind 
can  comprehend.  Teachers  who  do  most  of  their  teaching  without 
strictly  following  the  books  secure  the  best  results.  Pupils  thus 
taught  learn  to  think  and  act  for  themselves.  Teachers  who  can 
and  do  teach  from  their  fullness  of  the  subject  bring  out  the  essen- 
tials and  lay  a  good  foundation. 

Thanksgiving  offerings  amounting  to  f  160  were  distributed  among 
the  needy  and  worthy  poor,  November  27,  1902.  This  distribution 
was  made  through  church  committee  and  nearly  one  hundred  fami- 
lies were  supplied.  Besides  making  some  homes  happy,  the  lesson 
of  charity  so  practically  taught  was  not  without  value  to  the  giver. 

October  17,  1902,  was  observed  as  Arbor  Day.  There  was  no  tree 
planting  for  the  reason  that  during  the  past  three  years  our  school 
sites  were  planted  with  trees.  The  day  was  observed  by  having 
appropriate  literary  exercises.  The  matter  of  fuel  and  water  sup- 
ply, beauty  and  comfort,  all  more  or  less  dependent  upon  our  forest 
or  timber  reservations,  cannot  be  too  well  understood  by  the  boys 
and  girls.  Every  suitable  occasion  should  be  embraced  to  broaden 
general  information  upon  important  topics  and  for  creating  a  love 
and  desire  to  improve  conditions. 

We  have  endeavored  to  have  local  or  home  geography,  physical 
culture  work,  and  nature  study  work  more  thoroughly  taught  in  our 
schools.  The  results  have  not  been  very  satisfactory.  The  diffi- 
culty seems  to  lie  in  the  early  training  of  teachers  for  these  lines 
of  work.  Any  person  who  believes  in  "a  sound  mind  in  a  sound 
body"  cannot  consistently  ignore  the  value  of  well  directed  physical 
exercise.  We  have  been  making  noticeable  progress  in  music  and 
drawing. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended  by  Sunbury  teachers,  all 
having  enrolled  except  one.     Teachers  who  take  the  view  that  little 
or  nothing  can  be  gained  by  listening  to  the  best  school  men  of  the 
country  show  a  decided  lack  of  professional  zeal,  and  it  is  safe  to  r 
infer  that  such  have  served  their  usefulness  in  the  schools,  p* 
nearing,  if  they  have  not  already  crossed  the  "dead-lir 
Sunbury  borough  about  $360  to  pay  the  teachers  fo- 
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stitute,  but  this  must  not  be  looked  upon  as  coming  directly  out  of 
the  local  taxpayers,  for  the  reason  that  Sunbury  receives  nearly 
$9,000  of  State  appropriation  which  materially  aids  in  meeting  this 
and  other  expenses. 

(Report-Cards.)  The  monthly  report-card  has  served  its  chief 
purpose  when  it  has  conveyed  to  parent  or  guardian  information 
pertaining  to  attendance,  punctuality,  deportment,  habits  of  study 
and  attention  in  classes.  At  the  end  of  each  month,  for  years,  our 
teachers  have  been  required  to  mark  down  a  set  of  figures  to  indi- 
cate how  well  the  pupils  did  their  work.  Much  dissatisfaction  has 
arisen  and  often  much  ado  has  been  made  about  a  difference  of  one 
per  cent,  or  two  per  cent.  To  avoid  this  quibbling  about  per  cent, 
marks  and  to  fairly  inform  the  parent  or  guardian  we  have  adopted 
the  following  system  for  marking:  Ex — Excellent;  A — Very  Good; 
B — Good;  C — Middling;  D— Unsatisfactory;  P — Poor.  We  work 
upon  the  principle  that  teachers  are  paid  to  teach  not  to  mark  per- 
centages. 

During  the  school  term  teachers'  meetings  were  held  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  calendar  month  for  general  culture  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  principles  which  underlie  school  work.  For  several  years 
we  have  used  "Educational  Foundations"  for  our  general  guide.  We 
expect  in  the  near  future  to  adopt  Dr.  Schaeffer's  "Thinking  and 
Learning  to  Think."  At  these  meetings  we  were  favored  by  Supt. 
A.  R.  Rutt  of  the  Milton  schools,  who  gave  us  a  series  of  interesting 
and  practical  talks  on  United  States  History. 

The  schools  and  school  authorities  are  too  often  used  by  outsiders 
to  further  individual  interests,  just  as  religion  is  used  to  cover  up  a 
multitude  of  sins.  It  sometimes  seems  as  if  education  is  too  cheap 
to  be  appreciated.  We  are  endeavoring  to  raise  the  standard  of  the 
public  schools,  but  have  met  with  much  opposition  both  by  some 
members  of  the  board  and  by  the  followers  of  those  members.  The 
common  measure  of  school  work  is,  that  almost  any  one  can  fill  the 
requirements.  Too  few  have  learned  that  school  work  is  as  in- 
dependent of  other  lines  of  work  as  other  lines  of  work  are  inde- 
pendent of  school  teaching. 

I  believe  that  by  the  organization  of  the  1903-4  school  board,  a 
brighter  future  for  the  Sunbury  schools  is  about  to  begin ;  that  per- 
sonal animosity  will  yield  to  the  interests  of  the  schools,  and  that 
every  action  will  be  characterized  by  good  judgment  and  loyalty  to 
educational  interests.  The  following  persons  retired  from  the 
board  on  June  1.  1903:  Thomas  H.  Hutchinson,  James  C.  Kerchner, 
Sr.,  Robert  M.  Messimer  and  John  Vandling. 

Statistics:  Average  salary  of  males  per  month,  $64.60;  of  fe- 
males, $47.47;  total  enrollment,  2,120;  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month, 
$1.44;  number  of  mills  levied  for  school  purposes,  26;  State  appro- 
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priation,  $8,978.01;  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  by  the  superin- 
tendent, 525;  number  of  teachers  regularly  employed,  46. 

The  graduating  class  of  1903  numbered  sixty-eight.  We  do  not 
look  upon  this  large  number  as  a  sign  of  superior  work,  but  rather 
as  a  result  of  circumstances.  There  were  a  few  members  in  the  class 
who  completed  a  broader  curriculum  than  has  been  completed  by 
any  preceding  graduates.  Next  year's  class  will  number  about 
thirty-five. 

The  average  enrollment  for  high  schools  is  about  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  total  enrollment.  In  Sunbury  we  have  had  about  fourteen 
per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  in  the  high  school.  To  avoid  this 
overcrowded  condition  and  to  better  prepare  our  pupils  for  high 
school  work,  the  board  on  June  19,  1903,  established  a  grade  between 
the  grammar  grade  and  the  high  school. 

Thanking  the  State  Department  and  others  for  co-operation  in 
school  work,  I  respectfully  submit  this,  my  fourth  annual  report 
for  the  Sunbury  schools. 


TAMAQUA— Robt.  F.  Ditchburn. 


I  have  not  much  to  say,  therefore  I  will  say  it.  Our  town  is 
booming  and  so  are  our  schools.  Next  term  we  will  have  four  more 
schools,  just  think  of  it,  in  eight  years  we  have  had  buildings  put 
up  that  have  given  us  sixteen  more  schools  so  we  have  double  the 
number  we  had  eight  years  ago,  and  we  have  a  fair  prospect  of  hav- 
ing another  teacher  added  to  our  high  school.  "The  world  do 
move/'  and  so  does  Tamaqua. 

Our  school  board  met  on  the  lGth  of  June,  and  employed  all  the 
old  teachers  and  increased  their  salaries  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  high 
school  teachers  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-three  per  cent.  Tell  the 
other  districts  to  "go  and  do  likewise." 

Give  us  good  school  directors  and  people  will  stop  treating 
teachers  like  paupers.  Give  us  good  school  directors  and  fewer  of 
them,  and  in  a  short  time  education  in  Pennsylvania  will  be  so 
changed  as  not  to  know  itself. 

Our  high  school  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  24th, 
and  23  pupils  were  given  diplomas,  17  modest  young  ladies  and  6 
bashful  young  gentlemen.  The  usual  crush  of  fathers,  mothers, 
uncles,  aunts  and  others  were  there. 
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TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  schools  of  this  city  have  been  doing  steady  work  during  the 
year  just  closed,  in  spite  of  a  severe  epidemic  of  both  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  Our  grades  showed  the  effect  of  the  consequent 
poor  attendance,  but  the  result  is  gratifying  when  we  consider  the 
drawbacks  under  which  we  have  labored. 

There  is  a  growing  tendency  among  our  pupils  to  leave  school 
soon  after  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.  It  is  possible 
that  the  thirteen-year  limit  emphasizes  the  idea  of  dropping  out 
at  about  that  time.  Certainly  the  tendency  is  on  the  increase  with 
us,  whatever  the  cause.  I  have  found  by  talking  with  a  certain  class 
of  boys  that  they  begin  to  think  about  the  possibility  of  leaving 
school  some  time  before  they  reach  thirteen,  and  it  seems  easier 
for  them  to  get  the  consent  of  the  parents  than  it  was  a  few  years 
ago.  We  have  fewer  boys  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  years  in  school 
than  we  had  a  few  years  ago.  The  legal  limit  seems  to  have  fixed 
a  precedent  which  is  very  convenient  for  both  parents  and  children 
who  do  not  set  a  high  value  on  an  education.  Before  compulsory 
attendance  succeeds  in  keeping  all  children  in  school  until  they  get 
a  fair  common  school  education,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  age 
limit.  The  average  child,  entering  school  at  eight,  will  not  com- 
plete an  eight  year  grade  course  until  fourteen.  There  are  many 
who  drop  behind  a  year  or  two.  It  would  no  more  than  provide  for 
the  needs  of  the  slow  children,  no  more  than  give  them  time  to  com- 
plete the  grade  or  common  studies,  were  they  compelled  to  remain 
in  school  until  they  were  sixteen  years  of  age.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
there  can  be  an  amendment  to  that  effect  in  the  near  future. 


TYRONE— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


No  radical  changes  were  wrought  in  the  administration  of  our 
schools  during  the  past  year.  The  work  of  the  teachers,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  has  shown  substantial  improvement.  Most  of  our 
teachers  have  had  many  years  of  experience  in  public  school  work. 
The  result  of  these  years  of  experience  and  observation  and  study 
has  made  them  so  conversant   with  the  needs  and  requirements 
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necessary  to  good  and  effective  work  that  what  they  do  is  not  the 
result  of  experiment,  but  the  development  of  what  is  best  in  good 
school  pedagogy.  The  experienced  teachers  in  our  schools  receive 
the  advice  and  aid  of  both  teachers  and  superintendent  with  much 
profit  to  themselves  and  to  their  schools.  One  striking  fact  in  our 
schools  to  which  we  attribute  so  much  of  our  success  is  due  to  the 
fact  of  the  harmony  existing  between  directors,  teachers  and  super- 
intendent. This  merits  a  confidence  that  is  at  once  apparent  to  the 
public  and  readily  receives  its  hearty  approval.  Such  work  when  it 
is  so  strikingly  apparent  cannot  help  but  bear  the  best  fruit.  In 
May,  a  teachers'  course  of  study  was  approved  and  adopted,  which 
is  designed  to  make  the  teachers  not  only  deeper  thinkers  in  educa- 
tional matters,  but  profounder  workers  in  the  field  of  pedagogy.  A 
resolution  unanimously  passed  by  the  board  "that  teachers'  local 
institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  be  held  regularly,  and  that  all 
teachers  be  requested  to  present  phases  of  the  work  under  their 
direction,"  was  prolific  of  successful  teacher's  meetings  and  inter- 
esting institutes. 

Especial  emphasis  was  placed  upon  penmanship.  We  are  not 
fully  satisfied  as  to  the  merits  of  the  vertical  system  or  even  semi- 
vertical  system  of  penmanship.  In  the  commercial  department,  our 
best  results  are  obtained  with  the  slant  system.  This  system 
receives  the  commendation  of  the  business  public.  However  in  the 
primary  grades  our  pupils  learn  to  write  the  vertical  system  more 
readily  and  with  greater  legibility. 

The  foundation  for  a  clear  understanding  and  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  all  studies  is  good  reading.  If  a  pupil  cannot  read  well  it 
is  with  great  labor  and  at  a  disadvantage  he  prepares  his  lessons. 
His  effort  is  directed  on  the  attempt  to  read  and  not  upon  the 
subject  matter  and  meaning,  hence  we  have  especially  emphasized 
good  reading  and  aptness  in  the  art. 

A  class  of  thirty  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  graduated  from 
the  high  school  this  year,  being  the  largest  graduating  class  in  the 
bistorv  of  the  school. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  work  of  another  year  has  been  completed.  Our  plan  is  to 
secure  better  results  from  the  methods  and  means  already  estab- 
lished; and  in  addition,  to  emphasize  some  particular  line  every 
year.     The  parts  especially  pushed  the  last  year  were  reading  and 
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manual  training.  In  the  former  an  effort  was  made  to  secure 
fluency  in  reading  at  an  earlier  age  than  formerly  so  that  the 
printed  page  may  be  the  means  for  the  pupil  to  get  thought  for  the 
study  of  other  branches  of  the  school  course.  In  the  primary 
grades  the  pupils  read  four  or  five  times  as  much  as  formerly;  and 
they  read  understanding^  and  with  pleasure. 

Sewing  was  the  last  year  taught  in  another  building.  The  in- 
terest of  the  children  and  their  rapid  progress  were  most  gratifying. 
Weaving  and  basketry  were  introduced.  This  form  of  manual  train- 
ing gives  the  pupils  of  the  lower  grades  excellent  opportunity  to 
learn  handicraft  and  to  originate  designs  in  form  and  color.  As  a 
means  of  training  the  hand  to  acquire  skill  as  well  as  to  develop,  in 
the  minds,  forms  of  artistic  beauty,  it  is  unexcelled  in  school  ex- 
ercises.    In  the  upper  grades  shopwork  in  wood  was  continued. 

The  work  of  the  supervisor  in  drawing  was  very  satisfactory. 
With  his  work  systematically  planned,  carefully  laid  before  the 
teachers,  and  with  close  supervision,  the  results  in  the  schoolroom 
were  marked  by  unusual  merit.  At  the  annual  exhibition  of  school 
work  hundreds  of  patrons  and  visitors  thronged  the  rooms.  Many 
gave  expression  to  their  delight  at  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils' 
work.  The  color  work  has  been  attended  with  remarkable  success. 
Drawing,  colorwork,  and  nature  study,  are  aiding  greatly  in  illus- 
trating other  branches  of  study. 

The  beneficial  results  of  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance law  become  each  year  more  apparent  in  the  diminishing 
number  of  habitual  truants.  There  is,  however,  some  difficulty  in 
dealing  justly  with  the  few  who  are  incorrigibly  truant,  owing  to  a 
lack  of  a  suitable  institution  to  which  they  may  be  sent.  While  a 
process  of  law  places  then  in  the  houses  of  refuge,  it  is  frequently 
questioned  by  the  committing  magistrate,  whether  the  truant  should 
be  placed  with  children  who  have  committed  more  heinous  crimes. 

The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  larger  last  year  than  at 
any  previous  time.  The  work  done  by  the  teachers  was  generally 
of  the  best,  while  the  pupils  were  usually  imbued  with  a  spirit  of 
study.  The  science  department  was  much  enriched  by  fuller 
courses,  and  by  the  addition  of  needed  apparatus  for  the  teaching 
of  botany,  zoology  and  physics.  The  pupils  not  only  enjoy  their 
work  in  the  laboratory,  but  they  beget  an  abiding  interest  in  the 
subject.  By  observation  and  examination  they  show  that  they  un- 
derstand the  subjects  studied  much  better  than  they  did  when  the 
text  of  the  books  only  was  studied. 

In  June  a  class  of  thirty-six  was  graduated  from  the  high  school, 
of  whom  thirty  expect  to  continue  their  education  at  college  or  the 
normal  school.  Among  the  graduates  of  the  high  school,  now  num- 
bering several  hundred,  there  is  at  this  time  not  one  who  is  not 
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usefully  employed.  The  completion  of  a  course  of  study  is  a  great 
stimulus  to  a  youth  to  accomplish  something,  to  make  his  life 
worthy  as  others  who  are  alumni  of  the  same  class  of  schools. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


It  is  quite  commonly  said  "the  work  of  the  year  just  closed  is  the 
best  in  the  history  of  our  schools."  If  such  a  statement  were  really 
true,  as  the  years  succeed  each  other,  the  standing  of  the  schools 
would  soon  reach  an  unusual  grade  of  excellence. 

I  doubt  not  the  sincerity  of  such  statements,  and  this  feeling  is 
rather  the  impression  made,  as  we  contemplate  that  which  is  im- 
mediately before  us  with  that  which  is  past. 

Each  year  presents  problems  in  the  education  of  the  children 
quite  similar.  If  each  year's  work  is  well  done,  measures  up  to 
the  best  of  past  years,  and  that  "best"  represents  thorough  work, 
one  should  be  satisfied.  We  did  1  borough  work  the  past  year.  An 
effort  was  made  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  excellence  already  at- 
tained, to  take  no  backward  step,  to  correct  faults  where  recog- 
nized, to  strengthen  weak  places,  and  bring  every  pupil  up  to  the 
verge  of  his  capabilities. 

This  is  by  no  means  an  ordinary  standard,  yet  I  believe  we  have 
measured  up  to  this  ideal  as  nearly  this  year  as  in  any  past  year. 

Such  a  scheme  of  work  does  not  mean  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
It  is  an  easy  matter  to  run  a  school  on  the  plan  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  It  is  quite  a  different  thing  to  have  the  most  unfit  sur- 
vive. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  great  work  of  the  American 
teacher  and  the  American  schools,  from  Kindergarten  to  University, 
is  to  lift  every  one  up  to  the  highest  possible  plane  of  intelligence. 

This  our  teachers  try  to  do,  and  this  most  of  them  have  accom- 
plished, according  to  age,  opportunity  and  capability  of  the  pupils. 

The  work  of  the  superintendent  in  his  relation  to  the  schools 
during  the  year  is  to  get  good  work  done  by  every  teacher.  If  this 
has  been  done  satisfactorily,  the  question  of  promotions  at  the  end 
of  the  year  is  a  very  simple  matter.  Every  child  should  go  on.  In- 
stead of  examining  those  who  are  recommended  for  promotion, 
those  who  are  not  recommended  should  be  examined,  in  order  to 
determine  why  they  should  not  be  advanced. 

It  has  been  our  purpose  to  watch  closely  the  progress  of  the 
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schools  at  each  slop  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  to  know  as  accu- 
rately as  possible  the  standing  of  each  school  when  the  year's  work 
was  completed. 

This  work  is  done  with  due  regard  to  thoroughness,  keeping  in 
mind  the  general  scheme  of  instruction.  The  teachers  have  been 
encouraged,  assistance  rendered,  interest  stimulated,  and  instruc- 
tions given  when  necessary. 

No  particular  changes  were  made  during  the  year  in  the  plans  or 
methods  of  work. 

Considerable  kindergarten  work  was  introduced  in  the  first  and 
second  years,  beginning  with  the  gifts  called  occupations.  The  re- 
sults were  very  satisfactory,  and  more  work  of  this  kind  is  recom- 
mended and  will  be  incorporated  in  the  course  of  study,  alternating 
and  supplementing  drawing. 

The  work  in  manual  training  was  carried  up  to  more  advanced 
steps  during  the  year  with  growing  interest  upon  the  part  of  the 
students. 

Drawing  did  not  lack  in  interest,  and  vocal  music  received  the 
usual  attention,  marked  by  excellent  results. 

The  Normal  and  Latin  Scientific  courses  of  the  High  School  were 
merged  into  one  course  to  conform  to  the  junior  and  middle  years 
of  the  normal  school  course. 

The  first  year  in  the  high  school  course  is  still  conducted  in  the 
five  principal  grammar  schools.  This  was  done  at  the  beginning 
because  there  was  not  room  for  the  pupils  in  the  four  year  courses 
in  the  high  school  building.  While  this  plan  was  taken  up  at  the 
beginning  through  necessity,  several  advantages  have  developed 
since  its  adoption,  so  that  now,  we  are  anxious  to  continue  the 
work  although  the  elementary  schools  are  crowding  the  capacity  of 
these  buildings. 

The  advantages  referred  to  are  these:  The  high  school  session  is 
continuous,  closing  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  it  being  inconvenient  to 
come  back  from  so  great  a  distance  for  an  afternoon  session.  The 
grammar  schools  are  distributed  over  the  city,  at  convenient  dis- 
tances from  the  pupils'  homes,  there  are  two  sessions,  giving  time 
for  more  study  and  preparation  during  school  hours,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  dinner  at  a  seasonable  time.  The  grammar  A  grades 
and  first  year  high  school  recite  on  the  department  plan,  thus  per- 
mitting the  same  teachers  who  teach  the  last  grammar  school 
grade  to  begin  the  first  year  in  the  high  school  work.  The  pupils 
know  the  teachers,  and  the  teachers  know  the  pupils;  they  have  pro- 
moted them,  know  their  strength  and  weakness,  and  are  better  pre- 
pared by  this  intimate  acquaintance  to  make  the  transition  from 
the  elementary  subjects  to  those  of  the  first  high  school  year.  This 
step  in  the  course  of  study  is  a  trying  one,  the  pupils  need  sym- 
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pathy  and  encouragement,  which  the  strange  teacher  may  not  give, 
or  think  about.  The  new  teacher  may  reprove  where  encourage- 
ment is  necessary. 

The  difficulty  the  pupil  encounters  in  making  a  good  beginning  in 
the  first  high  school  year,  is  not  always  appreciated  and  is  the  prin- 
cipal cause  why  so  many  drop  out  of  school  the  first  year. 

A  new  grammar  school  building  was  put  up  this  year,  containing 
fourteen  rooms,  beautifully  situated,  carefully  constructed,  pro- 
perly ventilated,  heated  in  the  most  approved  manner,  and  neatly 
and  elegantly  furnished.  The  patrons  of  the  school  and  the  citi 
zens  at  large  are  justly  proud  of  it.  This  building  takes  the  place  of 
the  old  Baltimore  building,  and  completes  a  series  of  new  buildings 
contemplated  by  the  Board  several  years  ago.  The  city  now  has 
twenty  school  buildings,  all  first  class,  ranging  in  capacity  from 
six  to  twenty-four  rooms,  valued  at  nearly  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  teachers  were  particularly  interest- 
ing and  valuable  during  the  year.  The  teachers  themselves  did  the 
work.  Arithmetic,  literature,  its  history  and  interpretation,  a 
review  of  James'  Talks  to  Teachers,  and  Pedagogy  were  among  the 
themes  ably  and  most  interestingly  handled. 

Whatever  may  be  counted  praise-worthy  in  the  management  of 
our  schools  is  due  to  the  singleness  of  purpose  of  all  the  factors  in 
the  school  system  of  the  city;  to  the  harmonious  action  and  com- 
plete co-operation  of  directors,  teachers,  the  people  and  the  press. 
To  all  of  these  agencies  I  feel  deeply  grateful  for  contributing  so 
largely  to  the  success  of  the  work  we  have  to  do. 


WILK1NSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  first  annual  report  of 
the  schools  under  my  charge — not  on  account  of  the  revolution  that 
has  been  wrought,  but  on  account  of  the  steady  growth  that  is  ob- 
served along  all  lines  of  school  work.  The  pupils  of  the  various 
schools  have  shown  a  desire  to  receive  an  education,  and  the  teach- 
ers have  worked  faithfully  to  awaken  such  a  desire  and  to  gratify 
it  when  awakened. 

The  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  their  work  and  cordial  in  their 
co-operation  with  the  management  of  the  school. 

At  the  beginning  of  last  term,  principals  were  placed  in  two  of  the 
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wards  to  assist  the  teachers  and  to  supervise  the  work  generally. 
This  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  schools  that  there  will  be  a  principal 
in  each  ward  next  year.  These  principals  will  have  a  general  over- 
sight and  supervision  of  all  the  work  in  the  respective  wards. 

The  members  of  the  board  of  directors  have  been  very  helpful  in 
the  management  of  the  schools.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  schools 
has  come  from  Iheir  harmonious  and  united  efforts,  and  in  the  en- 
couragement given  the  principals  and  teachers. 

The  patrons  of  the  school  have  been  helpful.  They  have  shown 
their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  officers  and  teachers  in  try- 
ing to  make  the  schools  effective  and  efficient  factors  in  training  the 
boys  and  girls  for  future  usefulness. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  up  to  the  usual  high 
standing  established  in  former  years  by  the  schools  of  this  place. 
While  some  patrons  were  prosecuted  and  fined,  yet  in  most  cases 
the  parents  had  done  their  best  to  have  their  children  in  school; 
and  in  every  case  where  a  fine  was  imposed,  it  was  remitted  and  the 
children  attended  regularly  thereafter.  The  percentage  of  attend- 
ance for  the  year  is  95;  the  total  enrollment,  excluding  the  high 
school,  is  2,507;  the  largest  attendance  during  any  one  month  was  in 
October,  2,225.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  is:  Males,  forty- 
six;  females,  ninety-five;  total,  141,  making  a  total  enrollment  of 
2,789.  The  number  of  graduates  this  year  is  twenty-five,  and  the 
number  promoted  to  the  high  school,  most  of  whom  will  enter  in 
September,  is  ninety.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the  course  will 
be  extended  from  a  three  to  a  four  years'  course. 

The  board  has  under  course  of  construction,  a  new  school  build- 
ing of  modern  design  and  conveniences.  It  is  to  be  completed  in 
time  for  the  opening  of  school  in  September  next.  It  will  contain 
fifteen  school  rooms  besides  offices  and  teachers'  room.  All  of  these 
rooms  will  not  be  used  for  some  time  but  they  will  be  finished,  ready 
to  be  occupied.  I 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  board  will  advance  the  salaries 
of  all  the  teachers  for  the  next  term.  We  are  near  the  city,  and 
the  salaries  there  are  higher  than  are  paid  here,  and  the  term  is  one 
month  longer,  so  there  is  a  temptation  for  our  teachers  to  accept 
positions  in  the  city  schools.  If  the  salaries  are  made  equal  to,  or 
higher  than  they  are  in  the  city,  then  we  may  be  able  to  retain  our 
teachers  and  even  get  teachers  from  adjoining  schools. 

Our  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  connection  with  the  Allegheny 
county  institute,  in  August  last,  and  our  teachers  were  faithful  in 
their  attendance. 

While  there  are  many  things  in  connection  with  our  school  work 
that  seem  important  to  us  as  teachers  and  officers,  yet  they  are  not 
of  sufficient  public  interest  to  have  them  appear  in  this  report.     Be- 
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lieving  that  our  schools  are  forging  ahead  by  persistent,  hard  t\  ork 
on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils,  we  feel  assured  that  our  advance- 
ment in  the  year  to  come  will  be  creditable  to  our  entire  school  man- 
agement. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Chas.  Lose. 


During  October,  November  and  December  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  prevailed  among  the  pupils  of  four  different  school  buildings 
and  caused  a  great  loss  of  time  to  certain  schools  in  these  dis- 
tricts. The  greatest  loss  of  time  to  any  one  school  was  thirty-three 
days,  and  the  total  loss  to  the  twenty-nine  schools  affected  was  434 
days.  This,  of  course,  interfered  very  seriously  with  the  progress 
of  these  particular  schools ;  but  by  planning  the  work  well,  by  aban- 
doning every  thing  not  absolutely  essential,  and  by  extraordinary 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  the  pupils  of  these  schools  fin- 
ished the  term  not  much  behind  the  classes  of  the  other  schools. 
In  all  other  respects  the  progress  of  the  schools  was  entirely  satis- 
factory. Our  enrollment  for  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  sev- 
enty-three pupils;  the  average  attendance  was  thirty-four  greater 
than  that  of  last  year;  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  schools  ex- 
ceeded, by  3,187,  the  number  of  any  other  year,  and  the  promotions 
from  grade  to  grade  reached  as  high  a  percentage  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils  enrolled  as  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 

Our  monthly  teachers'  institute  has  become  quite  an  important 
factor  in  the  professional  training  of  our  teachers.  For  five  years 
now,  a  forty-minute  period  of  the  programme  has  always  been  de- 
voted to  psychology  or  the  history  of  education,  taking  the  one 
subject  one  year  and  the  other  the  next.  The  talks  on  these  sub- 
jects have  been  carefully  prepared  and  so  arranged  as  to  advance 
the  teachers  step  by  step  in  the  work.  The  teachers'  examinations 
in  the  theory  of  teaching  have  always  to  some  extent  been  based  on 
these  talks.  Another  period  on  the  programme  has  been  given  to 
the  review  of  some  standard  educational  work  which  the  teachers 
have  been  encouraged  to  purchase  as  part  of  their  professional  li- 
brary. About  five  such  books  are  reviewed  each  year.  The  com- 
mittee on  school  management  has  presented  at  each  meeting  some 
timely  question  for  discussion,  and  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
have  been  allowed  to  this  discussion.  Some  of  the  questions  that 
were  discussed  are  the  following:  Keeping  Pupils  after  School,  De- 
partmental Teaching  below  the  High  School,  Slow  Pupils,  Manual 
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Training,  Picture  Study,  Teachers'  Meetings,  Promotions,  etc.  Dur- 
ing the  last  year  one  period  of  the  programme  was  given  to  a  talk 
on  civil  government  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  cur- 
rent events.  These  talks  were  devoted  mainly  to  city  government, 
and  were  intended  to  give  teachers  the  exact  knowledge  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  make  their  pupils  somewhat  familiar  with  the  duties 
of  city  officials,  the  method  of  electing  or  appointing  them,  and  the 
regulations  under  which  they  work.  It  was  expected  that  with  this 
as  a  starting  point,  the  work  could  easily  be  extended  to  include 
State  and  national  government. 

Connected  with  the  monthly  teachers'  institute  are  a  number  of 
other  committees  that  did  considerable  important  work  during  the 
year  for  the  improvement  of  the  teachers  and  the  schools.  The 
lecture  committee  purchased  an  excellent  lantern  and  arranged  a 
course  of  four  illustrated  lectures,  two  on  nature  study  and  two  on 
history.  The  art  committee  contracted  for  the  framing  of  about 
eighty  pictures  that  had  been  purchased  from  the  Soule  Art  Com- 
pany, and  through  a  course  of  lectures  and  by  other  means  raised 
about  $170.00  as  the  beginning  of  a  new  art  fund.  The  science  com- 
mittee furnished  the  teachers  with  a  monthly  sheet  of  suggestions 
for  nature  work  and  organized  two  classes,  one  in  geology  and  the 
other  in  entomology,  that  took  field  excursions  and  spent  one  even- 
ing each  month  in  reading  papers  and  discussing  questions  of  a  sci- 
entific nature.  These  classes  numbered  about  twenty-five  each. 
We  have  in  all  eleven  committees  whose  work  embraces  such  a  wide 
range  of  subjects  that  nearly  every  school  question  can  properly 
be  referred  to  some  one  of  them.  Each  committee  has  done  some- 
thing for  the  advancement  of  the  work,  and  each  at  the  end  of  the 
year  laid  out  and  submitted  to  the  general  institute  a  plan  of  work 
for  the  coming  year.  At  present  we  have  from  one  to  six  teachers 
in  each  of  the  summer  schools  at  Columbia,  Harvard,  Chicago  Uni- 
versity, Cornell,  Chautauqua,  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  Mt. 
Gretna. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  the  teachers  of 
each  grade  were  organized  into  a  society  that  held  regular  monthly 
meetings.  This  had  always  been  the  case  with  some  grades,  but 
not  with  all.  The  time  of  these  grade  meetings  was  mainly  de- 
voted to  a  further  discussion  of  the  revised  course  of  study  and  to 
the  best  means  of  putting  the  course  of  study  into  full  operation. 
These  meetings  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  schools.  They  give  a  cer- 
tain, necessary  uniformity  to  the  work  of  each  grade,  permit  the 
young  inexperienced  teacher  to  learn  from  the  teacher  of  experi- 
ence, enable  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants  to  meet  and  con- 
sult with  any  grade  of  teachers  concerning  any  part  of  the  work  of 
their  grade,  furnish  teachers  with  zeal  for  another  month's  work, 
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and  allow  the  teacher  who  is  an  expert  in  any  particular  subject  to 
communicate  her  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  to  the  others.  The 
meetings  were  generally  attended  by  all  the  teachers  of  the  grade. 

Nearly  seven  hundred  dollars  was  spent  for  books  for  the  public 
school  library  during  the  year.  The  money  was  furnished  by  the 
schools  and  by  friends  of  the  library.  Traveling  libraries  of  about 
one  hundred  books  each  now  go  out  from  the  main  library  to  each 
grammar  school  twice  during  the  year.  These  traveling  libraries 
will  soon  be  extended  to  the  intermediate  grades.  A  new  feature 
in  the  purchase  of  books  was  the  purchase  of  eight  sets  of  twenty- 
five  books  each,  to  be  used  by  any  class  of  the  intermediate  grades 
that  has  finished  its  readers  or  that  needs  new  reading  matter  for 
a  month  or  more.  Our  text-book  committee  will  also  purchase  six- 
teen sets  of  such  books,  so  that  we  shall  have  twenty-four  sets  in  all 
to  start  with.  The  library,  by  furnishing  the  teachers  with  books 
helpful  to  them  along  various  lines  of  their  teaching,  by  largely  in- 
creasing the  pedagogical  department,  by  printing  and  sending  to  the 
schools  the  bibliography  of  the  library  on  special  subjects  and  occa- 
sions, by  setting  aside  reference  works  for  the  use  of  the  high  school 
students  and  the  teachers,  and  by  contributing  something  to  every 
department  of  the  schools,  has  furthered  our  work  in  many  ways. 

The  five  mothers'  and  teachers'  clubs  organized  several  years  ago 
are  all  in  successful  operation  and  doing  good  work  for  the  schools. 
Each  meets  monthly  with  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  a  hun- 
dred. The  calendar  for  the  year  of  one  of  these  clubs  contained  the 
following  subjects  for  discussion:  Right  and  Wrong  Punishments, 
Good  and  Bad  Literature  for  Children,  Supervision  of  Home  Study, 
What  is  Meant  by  the  Loss  of  a  Day  at  School,  The  Granting  of  Ex- 
cuses, Unhealthy  School-houses,  Manual  Training  and  Kindergar- 
ten, etc.  This  same  calendar  states  that  the  object  of  these  meet- 
ings is  "to  bring  the  mothers  to  the  schools,  to  promote  friendly  ac- 
quaintance with  the  teachers,  and  to  bring  home  and  school  into 
closer  sympathy,  by  offering  full  information  of  the  work  done  in 
the  school,  and  by  affording  an  opportunity  for  a  free  discussion  of 
problems  affecting  the  home  and  the  school."  One  of  the  clubs  has 
started  a  library  of  works  on  the  teaching  and  care  of  children.  This 
library  is  kept  open  the  entire  year  and  the  books  are  in  constant 
circulation.  Music  by  the  school  children  is  frequently  a  part  of  the 
programme,  and  each  club  makes  one  meeting  a  social  meeting  at 
which  refreshments  are  served. 

Our  high  school  principal  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Superin- 
tendent speaks  of  how  much  he  has  been  aided  in  the  management 
of  the  school  by  the  introduction  of  a  Frick  programme  clock  with 
its  absolute  standard,  instead  of  a  varying  personal  standard  of 
promptness.     He  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  card  system  of 
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keeping  the  records  of  pupils  as  requiring  less  copying  of  marks, 
avoiding  a  source  of  error,  and  saving  considerable  unnecessary 
work.  He  also  recommends  some  few  changes  in  the  course,  mainly 
a  review  of  algebra  in  the  senior  year,  the  creation  of  a  department 
in  history  under  a  special  teacher,  and  the  introduction  of  manual 
training.  The  principal  of  our  commercial  department  in  his  an- 
nual report  recommends  the  purchase  of  four  additional  type 
writers,  the  purchase  of  a  modern  letter-press  and  modern  devices 
for  filing  business  papers  and  correspondence,  and  suitable  cases 
for  the  starting  of  a  commercial  museum  and  a  commercial  library. 
The  typewriters  have  already  been  purchased,  and  the  other  recom- 
mendations made  by  these  principals  will  likely  be  approved  by  the 
board. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


The  new  building  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  is  now  com- 
pleted but  not  yet  furnished.  It  will  be  occupied  next  year.  An- 
other twelve  room  building  has  been  contracted  for  and  is  well 
under  way. 

Our  board,  in  addition  to  judiciously  administering  the  material 
side  of  school  affairs,  demonstrated  its  knowledge  of  the  needs  of 
our  schools  by  increasing  teachers'  salaries.  The  amount  appro- 
priated, whilst  not  as  large  as  could  have  been  desired,  was  suffi- 
cient to  recognize  and  encourage  merit. 

Whilst  no  special  features  characterized  the  work  done  by  teach- 
ers, yet  constant  effort  was  made  to  improve  methods,  to  secure  a 
greater  degree  of  accuracy,  and  in  other  ways  to  advance  the  effi 
ciency  of  instruction. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


OF 


State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruccion,  Har- 

risburg,  Pa.: 

Dear  Sir:  Our  school  year  which  closed  on  June  18th  was  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  attendance 
was  large,  our  faculty  capable  and  efficient,  and  the  students  earn- 
est and  faithful.  The  increased  facilities  of  our  model  school 
enabled  us  to  do  much  more  practice  work  for  the  members  of  our 
graduating  class  than  ever  before. 

The  demand  for  teachers  during  the  summer  has  been  greater 
than  I  have  ever  known.  Not  only  were  the  members  of  our  gradu- 
ating class  much  sought  after,  but  many  former  graduates  who  had 
temporarily  ceased  teaching  secured  positions,  and  many  others  were 
called  to  better  positions.  The  demand  for  qualified  and  successful, 
experienced  principals  for  township  high  schools  has  been  much 
greater  than  we  could  fill. 

Several  changes  have  occurred  in  our  force  of  teachers.  Dr.  H. 
H.  Goddard  has  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for  a  year  and  is 
now  at  the  University  of  Heidelberg  pursuing  studies  and  investi- 
gation there.  His  place  is  taken  by  Professor  J.  George  Becht,  who 
for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  superintendent  of  schools  of  Lycom- 
ing county,  and  is  well  known  to  the  teachers  of  Pennsylvania.  Miss 
Esther  M.  Groome,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  had  charge  of  our 
art  department,  was  also  given  a  year's  leave  of  absence  for  study 
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and  rest,  and  her  place  is  taken  by  Miss  Anna  Mansell,  a  well-known 
teacher  in  Shenandoah,  Pa.  The  department  of  modern  languages 
will  be  filled  by  Miss  Ella  A.  Johnson,  for  several  years  past  pro- 
fessor of  modern  languages  at  Converse  College.  This  department, 
since  the  new  course  allows  electives  in  it,  is  growing  rapidly  and 
is  destined  to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  school. 

Our  new  library  building  is  nearing  completion,  and  by  the  time 
this  report  is  printed  will  be  in  use.  Its  unusual  adaptedness  for 
its  purpose,  and  its  beauty  both  inside  and  out  attract  all  who  see 
it.  Mr.  Evans  Rogers,  of  West  Chester,  who  has  been  a  trustee  of 
the  normal  school  for  almost  its  whole  history,  has  recently  given 
a  thousand  dollars  to  be  spent  in  historical  works,  and  in  addition 
has  given  from  his  own  library  many  valuable  books.  Our  board 
of  trustees  has  voted  to  put  these  donations  into  one  collection,  to 
be  known  as  the  Evans  Rogers  collection.  The  library  now  contains 
twelve  thousand  volumes,  and  is  more  than  ordinarily  valuable  and 
useful.  Our  students  make  great  use  of  it  in  connection  with  their 
school  work.  The  second  story  of  the  library  building  is  devoted 
to  museum  rooms.  The  school's  large  and  valuable  collection,  which 
has  been  gathering  since  1826,  is  now  for  the  first  time  adequately 
housed.  The  Chester  County  Historical  Society  has  been  given  the 
use  of  a  large  room,  and  its  valuable  and  interesting  collections  are 
accessible  there  to  the  members  of  the  school  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
munity. A  beginning  of  an  art  colection  has  been  made  in  a  well 
adapted  room  for  that  purpose. 

The  new  year  is  opening  with  a  phenomenal  attendance  of  stu- 
dents. Every  room  in  the  building  was  taken,  and  many  students 
informed  that  they  must  room  and  board  in  the  town  before  school 
opened.  To  accommodate  the  immediate  demand  of  students  from 
a  distance  we  need  dormitory  accommodations  for  at  least  a  hun- 
dred more  students  than  we  now  have. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MTLLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  forty-ninth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  was  603,  the  winter  term 
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G25,  and  the  spring  term  879.  The  total  number  of  graduates  re- 
ceiving the  first  diploma  in  the  regular  course  was  61.  Of  these  23 
had  not  previously  been  graduated  by  the  school  in  the  Elementary 
course.  Fourteen  of  the  remaining  completed  the  new  course  in 
1902,  but  did  not  receive  the  diploma  until  1903,  as  blauk  diplomas 
were  not  issued  by  the  State  Department  in  1902.  The  remaining 
24  were  graduates  in  the  Elementary  course  who  completed  the 
regular  course  in  1903.  Four  students  were  graduates  in  the  sup- 
plementary course,  receiving  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  pedagogics. 
The  school  year  was  a  successful  one,  although  the  total  attendance 
during  the  year  was  slightly  smaller  than  the  previous  year  on  ac- 
count of  the  introduction  of  the  new  course,  and  the  consequent  re- 
duction of  the  number  in  the  senior  class.  Below  the  senior  class 
the  attendance  was  larger  than  during  the  previous  year.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  new  course  of  study,  called  the  Regular  Course,  are 
apparent  to  all,  though  the  efforts  made  in  some  localities  to  have 
boys  and  girls  complete  the  course  in  two  years  tends  to  defeat  the 
object  of  its  introduction.  The  high  price  of  certain  kiuds  of  pro- 
visions and  the  scarcity  of  coal,  added  considerably  to  the  running 
expenses  of  the  boarding  department  of  the  school. 

During  the  year  a  large  and  commodious  household  building  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  over  $20,000.  This  building  contains  a  new 
and  admirably  appointed  bake,  house,  rooms  for  laundry  purposes, 
carpenter  shop,  store  rooms,  etc. 

Care  should  be  taken  by  the  faculties  of  the  different  normal 
schools  and  the  State  boards  of  examiners  to  comply  with  the  rules 
regulating  final  examinations.  It  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  a 
student  to  be  passed  in  certain  branches  of  the  course  and  condi- 
tioned in  a  number  of  others.  It  has  been  thought  that  it  might 
be  advisable  to  have  a  permanent  rule  allowing  students  to  com- 
plete the  junior  and  middle  year  studies  in  one  year.  This,  however, 
is  liable  to  abuse  and  consequently  is  open  to  criticism.  It  proba- 
bly will  be  necessary  to  hold  a  State  examination  in  the  fall  for 
entrance  to  the  middle  class.  If  such  an  examination  is  held  it 
should  be  held  during  the  week  preceding  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term  and  be  conducted  under  the  same  rules  nnd  with  the  same 
care  as  the  June  examination.  This  examination  would  entirely 
obviate  the  necessity  of  allowing  students  to  complete  two  years  in 
one. 

The  question  of  the  equal  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation 
is  one  that  will  force  itself  upon  the  State  authorities  in  a  short 
time.  All  the  normal  schools  are  required  by  law  to  conduct  a 
model  school  for  practice  work  for  members  of  the  Senior  class. 
In  one  or  more  institutions  the  model  school  is  said  to  cost  less  than 
a  thousand  dollars  annually,  while  in  other  institutions  the  annual 
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cost  of  the  model  school  amounts  to  several  thousand  dollars.  The 
disadvantages  growing  out  of  this  unequal  expenditure  of  money 
should  be  offset  by  assistance  from  the  State.  In  this  connection 
it  may  be  added  that  the  Pennsylvania  normal  schools  should  be 
placed  by  the  State  where  they  would  not  depend  for  their  existence 
upon  patronage.  When  schools  and  colleges  feel  that  it  is  necess- 
ary to  send  out  agents  on  a  hunt  for  students,  they  cannot  do  their 
best  work.  No  State  institution  should  be  compelled  to  "drum 
up"  students  in  this  way. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  teachers  are  in  greater  demand  year  after 
year,  I  believe  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  normal  schools 
of  the  Commonwealth  should  not  receive  in  any  department  of  the 
school,  except  the  model  school,  any  persons  who  are  not  preparing 
to  teach  in  the  public  schools.  If  all  normal  schools  are  not  pre- 
pared to  take  this  step  there  probably  should  be  two  classes  of 
State  normal  schools  made,  with  an  increased  appropriation  to  those 
that  are  willing  to  devote  their  entire  strength  to  the  preparation 
of  public  school  teachers.  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  normal 
schools  of  the  State  are  injuring  themselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  State  by  their  feeble  imitation  of  college  athletics. 
Whether  it  is  of  real  advantage  to  the  young  men  who  attend  our 
colleges  to  be  drawn  into  college  life,  made  up  mainly  of  sports  of 
various  kinds,  is  a  question  that  I  need  not  raise.  Certainly  the 
normal  schools  cannot  afford  to  train  the  teachers  of  youth  so  that 
their  ideals  will  be  on  the  same  plane. 

The  trustees  of  the  Millersville  Normal  School  hold  monthly 
meetings  at  the  school,  and  are  active  in  their  endeavors  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  the  institution.  The  faculty  are  able  and  earn- 
est, and  are  energetic  in  their  efforts  to  make  our  school  worthy  of 
the  place  it  occupies  in  the  esteem  of  the  educational  public.  The 
new  year  begins  auspieously.  Our  present  senior  class  is  more  than 
three  times  as  large  as  the  Senior  class  last  year,  and  the  middle 
class  is  larger  than  the  last  year's  middle  class.  I  am  fully  aware 
that  this  is  a  very  poor  gauge  by  which  to  measure  a  school.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  think  that  the  only  test  of  the  standing  of  an  institu- 
tion of  learning  is  the  number  enrolled  by  it.  Many  poor  schools 
have  a  very  large  attendance  and  many  good  schools  do  not  have 
a  large  attendance.  It  will  be  our  aim  in  the  future  as  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  to  merit  a  share  of  the  patronage  of  all  who  desire  to 
teach  in  the  public  schools,  though  we  prefer  to  be  measured  by 
the  character  of  the  work  we  accomplish  with  our  students  rather 
than  by  the  numbers  that  are  enrolled  as  students. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  believe  that  Ihe  normal  school 
authorities  appreciate  highly  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
public  sentiment  throughout  the  State  with  respect  to  these  nee- 
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essary  institutions,  and  that  efforts  are  being  made  in  every  school 
to  show  that  they  are  worthy  of  the  esteem  iti  which  they  are  held 
by  the  State  officials,  the  Legislature,  and  all  others  who  are  vitally 
interested  in  the  public  school  system  of  the  Commonwealth. 


THIRD  DISTRIST— KUTZTOWN,  PA. 


A.  C.  Rothermel,  Principal. 


The  Keystone  State  Normal  School  maintained  its  usual  record 
during  the  past  school  year,  and  begins  the  fall  term  of  the  new  year 
with  the  largest  attendance  in  its  history.  In  spring  the  model 
school  was  moved  to  new  model  school  building  completed  in 
March.  This  building  is  large  and  well  equipped.  The  class  rooms 
are  very  large  and  well  lighted.  In  the  planning  and  erection  of 
the  building  the  health,  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  students 
were  kept  constantly  in  view.  The  opening  of  the  school  was 
marked  by  an  increased  attendance.  The  children  show  their  ap- 
preciation of  their  new  home  by  finer  work  and  better  deportment. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  Prof.  H.  W.  Sharadin  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Art  Department.  Mr.  Sharadin  took  hold  of  his 
work  with  the  ability  of  a  master.  His  ability  as  an  artist  and  skill 
as  an  instructor  were  immediately  recognized,  and  a  large  number 
of  students  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  get  superior  in- 
struction in  art.  Mr.  Sharadin  is  ably  assisted  in  his  work  by  Miss 
Carrie  K.  Jones.  Through  their  united  efforts  the  department  has 
grown  in  favor  and  support. 

At  the  close  of  the  spring  term  Miss  Mame  J.  Reiff  for  15  years  at 
the  head  of  the  department  of  Elocution,  and  for  12  years  Precep- 
tress of  the  school  severed  her  connections  with  the  institution. 
In  many  respects  Miss  Reiff  proved  herself  a  remarkable  woman, 
and  her  services  to  the  school  were  invaluable.  Her  strong  per- 
sonality, great  knowledge  of  human  nature,  intense  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  students,  and  loyal  devotion  to  duty  combined  to  make 
her  eminently  successful  in  her  sphere.  Miss  Reiff's  resignation 
was  sincerely  regretted  by  the  trustees,  the  faculty,  and  the  stu- 
dents.    While  we  feel  our  loss  keenly,  nevertheless,  we  have  abun- 
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dant  reason  to  rejoice  that  after  considerable  effort  the  trustees 
finally  succeeded  in  inducing  Miss  Lillian  E.  Johnson  to  accept  the 
position  of  Preceptress.  Miss  Johnson's  great  force  of  character, 
and  genial  disposition,  eminently  fit  her  for  this  position,  and  she 
has  entered  upon  her  work  with  the  spirit  that  inspires  confidence. 
During  the  school  year  just  closed  the  effect  of  the  extension  of 
the  normal  school  course  could  be  readily  seen.  In  our  school  there 
was  practically  no  diminution  in  the  number  of  students,  and,  while 
there  was  no  gain  numerically,  the  gain  in  other  directions  was  most 
marked.  In  every  intellectual  contest,  and  every  literary  entertain- 
ment of  the  year,  even  the  casual  observer  recognized  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  mental  vigor  of  the  students,  and  their  power 
to  express  the  conceptions  of  their  mind.  The  work  in  the  literary 
societies  was  of  a  higher  character  than  ever  before.  The  students 
too  as  a  body  seemed  to  have  higher  aspirations,  and  loftier  ideals. 
In  a  general  way  I  can  say  that  the  results  last  year  were  very 
gratifying,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  still  better  things 
in  the  future. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG,  PA. 


E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal. 


The  past  year  was  a  test  of  the  vitality  of  our  school,  a  test  to 
prove  whether  the  strength  it  has  manifested  is  inherent  and  nat- 
ural or  merely  fortuitous.  A  change  in  administration  came  with 
the  completion  of  the  change  in  the  course  of  study.  The  school 
stood  the  test  well.  The  change  in  the  course  of  study  threatened 
to  make  it  impossible  to  have  even  a  fair  attendance  during  the 
year.  Only  twenty-four  students  had  been  passed  by  the  State 
Board  of  Examiners  into  the  Senior  class.  This  number  was  aug- 
mented by  nine  graduates  of  the  previous  year  who  desired  to  earn 
the  new  diploma.  Even  with  the  increase,  this  was  but  a  small 
number  to  take  the  place  of  the  hundred  and  forty-eight  who  had 
graduated  the  previous  year.  That  class  was  abnormally  large  and 
was  an  actual  drain  on  the  patronage  of  the  district,  as  it  was  made 
up  largely  of  young  people  who  yielded  to  the  inducement  to  take 
advantage  of  the  last  opportunity  to  graduate  within  a  year  after 
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leaving  the  public  school.  In  spite  of  this  drain,  hard  work  during 
the  summer  vacation  accomplished  wonders,  for  the  district  is  large 
and  populous.  Though  the  Senior  class  was  small,  the  year  opened 
with  a  large  Middle  class  and  a  Junior  class  that  filled  rapidly,  so 
that  our  attendance  during  the  year  was  exceptionally  large;  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  school  except  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  end  of  the  year  gave  us  abundant  hope  for  The  future. 
The  State  Board  passed  into  the  Senior  class  one  hundred  and  four 
students,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  into  the  Middle  class. 

Our  first  full  trial  of  the  new  course  of  study  proved  highly  sat- 
isfactory except  in  a  few  respects.  The  work,  in  the  first  place, 
does  not  seem  as  evenly  distributed  as  might  be  desired.  That  of 
the  Middle  year  is  crowded  and  heavy  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
Senior  year.  Then,  too,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  the  elec- 
tives  offered,  tempted  students  to  choose  along  the  lines  of  least 
resistance  rather  than  with  reference  to  future  usefulness. 

The  year  brought  us  one  great  disappointment.  Our  new  recita- 
tion hall  was  to  be  completed  in  time  for  the  winter  term,  but  the 
winter  term  came  and  the  spring  term  followed,  and  still  a  number 
of  unforeseen  circumstances  compelled  us  to  wait  for  the  realization 
of  our  hopes,  and  the  year  ended  with  the  building  yet  incomplete. 
But  it  is  near  enough  to  completion  to  show  plainly  how  perfectly 
it  will  be  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended. 

We  shall  begin  the  next  year  well  in  every  way. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD,  PA. 


Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa.: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
past  year.  Enrollment  for  the  year  was  671;  of  these  1G4  were  in 
the  Model  school  and  507  in  the  Normal  school.  Advanced  learn- 
ing continues  to  be  encouraged  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  37 
graduate  students  were  in  attendance  here  during  the  year,  besides 
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the  very  large  number  who  represent  us  in  the  colleges  throughout 
the  land. 

Last  June  we  graduated  the  first  class  in  the  new  course;  this 
numbered  only  seven  persons,  but  in  addition  thirteen  Elementary 
graduates  completed  the  work  which  entitled  them  to  the  new  di- 
ploma of  the  lengthened  course.  We  have  only  words  of  praise 
for  the  new  course,  and  our  three  classes  for  the  coming  year 
promise  such  strength  as  will  justify  it. 

Three  teachers  are  added  to  our  faculty  for  the  coming  year. 

Pronounced  efforts  are  being  put  forth  here  to  establish  a  depart- 
ment for  the  training  of  supervisors  of  music,  drawing  and  gymnas- 
tics for  the  public  schools.  No  institution  is  better  equipped  for 
this  work  than  we  now  are,  and  it  is  showing  great  promise.  Four 
persons  were  graduated  last  year  in  this  work,  and  three  of  them 
are  now  filling  good  positions.  The  fourth  (trained  elsewhere  as  a 
kindergartener)  is  teaching  a  primary  school. 

Aside  from  this  there  is  nothing  new  to  report;  we  are  glad,  how- 
ever, to  be  able  to  add  that  in  the  tone  of  the  school,  the  harmony 
and  co-operation  of  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  teachableness  of 
the  pupils,  no  school  ever  ran  more  smoothly  or  accomplished  a 
fairer  amount  of  work  in  a  year's  time. 


SIXTH  DISTMCT— BLOOMSBURG,  PA. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


To  the  Honorable  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Nathan 

C.  Schaeffer: 

Dear  Sir:  I  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  this  Normal 
school  for  the  year  1902-1903.  We  enrolled  during  the  year  775 
students.  Our  Senior  class  was  necessarily  small,  numbering  only 
57,  although  we  are  informed  it  was  the  largest  in  the  State.  It 
was  our  first  to  graduate  in  the  new  course  of  study,  and  we  had  to 
meet  many  new  problems  in  preparing  them  for  graduation.  We 
are  convinced  of  the  excellence  of  the  course  of  study,  but  think 
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there  should  be  some  modification  of  it.  Chemistry  should  be  in  the 
Senior  year  and  Botany  in  the  Middle  year.  This  would  relieve  the 
over-crowded  Junior  year,  and  place  both  sciences  a  little  later 
in  the  course,  which  would  be  of  special  advantage  to  the  immature 
students  of  the  Junior  year,  and  no  disadvantage  to  any 

We  have  labored  during  the  past  year  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  our  practice  teaching  in  the  Model  school,  and  feel  gratified  with 
the  results.  We  set  apart  periods  each  day  for  this  practice  teach- 
ing when  the  Seniors  do  not  have  other  classes,  and  when  our  five 
critic  teachers  and  the  instructor  in  Pedagogy  can  give  their  un- 
divided attention  to  the  work.  The  results  may  be  judged  by  the 
fact  that  our  Model  school  has  grown  so  popular  with  the  patrons, 
and  although  it  has  been  increased  in  size  one-third,  we  are  still 
unable  to  accommodate  all  the  children  that  apply  for  admission. 

We  have  been  especially  gratified  with  the  earnestness  and  capa- 
bility of  the  students  during  the  past  year.  There  is  evidence  here 
each  year,  that  those  prepared  elsewhere  for  the  Normal  course  are 
being  more  thoroughly  drilled,  and  it  is  done  with  a  better  under- 
standing apparently,  of  the  requirements.  So  each  year  we  have 
better  material  to  work  upon. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SH1PPENSBURG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Normal 
School  of  the  Seventh  District.  The  year  just  closed  has  been  a 
very  encouraging  one  as  it  has  brought  into  full  operation  the  three 
years'  course  of  study,  and  we  are  now  enabled  to  see  from  exper- 
ience the  wisdom  of  the  change  which  the  new  course  has  made. 
We  graduated  a  class  of  twenty-eight,  fourteen  of  this  number  had 
previously  graduated  in  the  Elementary  course.  Sixty-three  Mid- 
dlers  were  examined  by  the  State  Board  and  passed  into  the  Senior 
year,  and  one  hundred  and  six  Juniors  were  examined  and  passed 
into  the  Middle  year.  Ex-County  Superintendent  W.  F.  Zurnbro,  of 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  was  granted  a  Teachers  State  Certificate.     The 
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attendance  of  the  school  was  smaller  during  the  fall  and  winter 
terms  than  for  some  years  previous,  but  the  spring  term  brought  in 
such  a  large  accession  of  new  students  that  the  number  of  different 
students  for  the  year  was  about  equal  to  the  previous  year. 

Some  very  important  improvements  were  made  in  our  buildings 
and  equipment  during  the  year.  The  chapel  was  remodeled  and  is 
now  "a  thing  of  beauty,"'  the  floor  has  been  elevated  and  new  opera 
chairs  have  been  provided,  stained  glass  windows  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  old  windows,  and  the  walls  and  the  ceiling  have  been 
decorated  in  the  best  style  of  the  decorator's  art.  A  new  library 
room  has  been  built  to  the  rear  of  the  chapel.  This  room  is  most 
beautiful  and  attractive  and  it  is  convenient  and  pleasant  in  every 
respect.  A  new  kitchen  and  a  new  laundry  have  been  erected  and 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences  and  appliances.  The  halls  on 
the  administration  floor  of  the  main  building  have  been  repainted, 
and  living  rooms  for  the  two  married  men  of  the  faculty  who  reside 
in  the  building,  have  been  fitted  up  on  the  first  dormitory  floor  for 
gentlemen.  The  outside  woodwork  of  the  buildings  has  been  re- 
painted wherever  necessary  to  preserve  it. 

A  year's  experience  with  the  new  course  of  study  is  sufficient  to 
prove  that  it  will  be  a  great  gain  to  the  Normal  School  system  of 
the  State.  It  is  far  from  perfect,  but  it  will  furnish  a  basis  for  a 
better  course  in  the  near  future.  The  chief  objections  to  the  course 
are  that  it  is  too  heavy,  and  the  electives  are  too  wide  for  successful 
use  in  a  secondary  school.  The  first  of  these  objections  will  be 
lessened  materially  through  the  growing  efficiency  of  our  rural  pub- 
lic schools.  The  course  is  none  too  heavy  for  the  students  who 
have  come  to  the  Normal  Schools  from  the  graded  schools  of  the 
towns  and  cities,  and  when  the  public  schools  of  the  country  are 
brought  up  to  a  proper  standard  through  the  general  establishment 
of  township  high  schools,  the  course  will  then  probably  be  found 
light  enough  for  all  the  students  of  the  State  who  desire  a  Normal 
School  education.  Until  the  pupils  of  the  rural  schools  have  se- 
cured to  them  the  advantages  offered  by  the  graded  schools  of  the 
cities  and  towns,  the  present  course  of  study  will  demand  heavy 
work  of  those  of  them  who  undertake  to  complete  the  Normal 
Course  in  the  time  indicated  by  the  course  of  study.  The  electives 
in  the  course  should  be  simplified.  With  the  present  opportunity 
for  electives  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  Normal  School 
Diploma  from  the  course  of  study.  The  course  was  originally 
framed  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  law  for  township  high  schools. 
This  idea  has  been  almost  abandoned  through  the  system  of  elec- 
tives embodied  in  the  course. 

The  wisdom  of  granting  free  tuition  to  the  students  of  State  Nor- 
mal Schools  who  are  preparing  to  teach  ought  to  be  apparent  to 
every  person  conversant  with  the  public  school  interests.     Unless 
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young  men  are  offered  strong  inducements  to  fit  themselves  for 
teaching  they  will  more  and  more  drift  into  other  lines  of  work 
offering  better  compensation  for  their  services,  and  requiring  less 
time  and  expense  for  preparation.  The  public  school  interests  are 
the  most  important  interests  in  the  State  and  for  this  reason,  the 
L'est  talent  of  the  State  should  be  induced  to  enter  the  profession  of 
teaching. 

The  minimum  salary  law  will  undoubtedly  increase  the  number  of 
joung  men  and  women  looking  forward  to  teaching  as  a  life  work. 
The  great  drawback  to  the  teachers  profession  is  the  inadequate 
compensation  paid  for  the  teacher's  services.  The  law  as  passed  by 
the  last  legislature  needs  amendment  to  make  it  just  to  ail  classes 
of  teachers.  The  greatest  benefit  of  the  law  will  come  to  the  most 
poorly  qualified  of  the  State's  teachers.  Most  of  the  well  qualified 
teachers  are  already  receiving  at  least  thirty-five  dollars  per  month. 
Those  who  receive  less  than  this  compensation  as  a  rule  hold  pro- 
visional certificates.  The  law,  however,  will  be  a  stepping  stone  to 
a  better  one  which  will  guarantee  to  the  better  qualified  classes 
of  teachers  a  larger  minimum  salary  than  that  which  is  guaranteed 
in  the  present  law.  Thirty-five  dollars  per  month  is  a  sufficient 
salary  for  those  teachers  who  have  spent  neither  time  nor  money 
in  properly  fitting  themselves  for  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  but 
it  is  not  a  sufficient  compensation  for  teachers  who  have  been  prop- 
erly trained  and  educated. 

Directors  should  lend  encouragement  to  young  men  and  women 
who  contemplate  teaching  to  make  adequate  preparation  for  their 
work.  Too  often  the  weight  of  the  director's  office  is  thrown  against 
the  better  preparation  of  teachers.  Students  of  normal  schools 
are  persuaded  against  their  own  better  judgment,  b}7  directors  to 
drop  their  work  in  normal  schools  and  accept  positions  as  teachers. 
This  in  many  instances  means  an  end  to  a  further  education  on  the 
part  of  these  teachers,  and  is  a  manifest  injustice  to  them  as  well 
as  to  the  schools  of  the  Commonwealth.  Most  of  these  teachers 
would  be  willing  to  complete  their  normal  courses  and  thus  bring 
to  their  work  additional  knowledge  and  skill,  if  directors  would 
encourage  them  to  do  so.  In  some  places  directors  do  give  this  en- 
couragement to  young  men  and  women  who  expect  to  teach,  w7ith 
the  invariable  result  that  they  thereby  vastly  improve  the  teaching 
force  of  their  respective  districts. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  members 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  from  whom  I  have  received 
special  consideration  and  favors.  I  wish,  also,  to  thank  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  support  they  have  given  me 
in  the  administration  of  the  school,  and  the  members  of  the  faculty 
for  their  loyalty  in  sustaining  the  policy  of  the  school  which  I  have 
labored  to  establish. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  R.  Plickinger,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  school  year  that  closed  June 
24,  1903,  was,  speaking  educationally,  one  of  the  best  in  the  history 
of  the  Central  State  Normal  School.  The  number  of  students  in 
attendance  during  the  year  was  also  greater  than  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  Each  year  higher  educational  standards  are  main- 
tained, and  higher  ideals  are  instituted.  The  student  body  was 
more  representative,  and  the  school  atmosphere  more  stimulating. 

In  material  equipment  the  school  has  also  grown.  In  the  de- 
partments of  chemistry  and  zoology,  much  valuable  apparatus  has 
been  added,  and  this  has  been  supplemented  by  special  libraries  for 
ready  reference.  The  new  course  of  study,  while  defective  in  some 
respects,  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

We  had  no  serious  cases  of  discipline  during  the  year,  and  the 
relation  of  students  and  teachers  was  mutually  helpful. 

Our  board  of  trustees  has  been  ready  to  carry  out  any  measure 
suggested  that  promised  to  help  the  efficiency  of  the  school. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA,  PA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffcr,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herein  my  supplementary  report 
for  the  year  1902-3. 

In  all  material  respects  the  normal  school  of  the  Ninth  District 
was  prosperous.     In  point  of  numbers  and  health  the  record  is 
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without  precedent  here.     The  capacity  of  dining-  room,  class  rooms 
and  chapel  was  taxed  to  its  utmost  limit.     Nothwithstanding  the 
number  in  attendance  the  infirmary  was  not  opened  during  the  year. 

The  corps  of  teachers  was  never  larger  or  stronger.  Earnest- 
ness and  loyalty  characterized  the  students. 

The  generous  appropriation  made  by  the  last  Legislature  and  ap- 
proved by  Governor  Pennypacker  will  enable  the  school  to  erect 
buildings  very  greatly  needed  for  its  highest  usefulness. 


TENTH   DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  substantial  progress  in  this  school. 
The  attendance  of  students  was  somewhat  larger  than  in  any  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  work  was  better.  The  new  course  of  study  has 
been  fairly  well  tested,  and  it  has  been  heartily  approved.  It  should 
have  been  adopted  years  before  it  was. 

Relative  Decrease  in  the  Number  of  Male  Students. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  students  in  our  school,  the  number  of  male  students  has  been 
gradually  diminishing.  I  presume  the  same  tendency  has  been  ob- 
served in  the  other  normal  schools  of  the  State.  At  one  of  the 
other  schools,  at  which  I  was  a  member  of  the  examining  board,  in 
June  last,  there  were  but  two  young  men  in  a  Senior  class  of  twenty- 
nine.  Unless  greater  inducements  are  held  out  to  young  men  to 
prepare  for  teaching,  the  students  in  our  normal  schools  and  teach- 
ers in  our  public  schools  will  soon  be  almost  entirely  of  the  female 
sex,  and  education  in  the  common  schools  be  as  much  a  feminine 
art  as  is  cooking  or  dress-making.  A  woman  is  as  likely  to  be  a 
good  teacher  as  is  a  man,  but  our  schools  need  both. 

The  same  conditions  that  drive  men  out  of  the  teaching  ranks 
tend  also  to  send  women  of  ability  into  other  callings. 

20—5—1903 
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Needed  Restriction  of  the  Provisional  Certificate. 

The  greatest  evil  in  our  school  system  at  present  is  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  the  low-grade  provisional  certificate.  In  many  coun- 
ties a  large  majority  of  teachers  hold  no  higher  certificate  than  the 
provisional,  and  many  have  this  renewed  year  after  year,  indefi- 
nitely. They  are  always  available  when  penurious  school  boards 
are  seeking  low-priced  teachers.  The  result  is  that  many  capable 
and  gifted  young  men  and  women  turn  to  other  callings  in  which 
merit  is  appreciated,  and  a  living  salary  paid  for  efficient  service. 
There  is  grave  reason  to  fear  that  our  public  schools  in  many  rural 
sections  of  the  State  are  actually  retrograding.  The  president  of 
the  recent  School  Directors'  Convention  of  Greene  county  said  pub- 
licly that  the  -rural  schools  of  that  county  are  not  so  good  as  they 
were  twenty  years  ago.  This  is  probably  the  case  in  many  coun- 
ties. Formerly  there  were  to  be  found  among  the  teachers  of  un- 
graded schools  many  men  and  women  of  large  experience  and 
marked  ability.     They  were  looked  up  to  as  leaders. 

The  provisional  certificate,  which  has  been  improved  but  little 
in  the  last  35  years,  is  responsible  for  a  train  of  evils  that  afflict  our 
schools  and  humiliate  the  State.  We  have  made  a  school  term  of 
at  least  seven  months  compulsory.  We  have  made  school  atten- 
dance compulsory.  We  have  made  a  minimum  salary  of  $35  per 
month  compulsory.  The  one  essential  to  a  good  school,  namely,  a 
teacher  qualified  to  teach,  is  not  compulsory.  Compulsion  should 
have  come  first  in  a  worthy  standard  of  qualification  to  teach. 
True,  the  superintendent  examines,  but  the  standard  must  often 
be  lowered  until  there  are  enough  of  low  priced  teachers  to  supply 
the  schools.  The  State  should  not  suffer  its  ungraded  schools  to 
become  degraded  schools.  Qualifications  for  teachers  should  be 
determined  by  State  authority  and  not  by  a  township  school  board. 
It  is  a  species  of  fraud  to  obtain  from  the  State  an  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  a  school,  and  then  refuse  to  provide  the  chief 
requisite  for  a  school,  namely,  a  competent  teacher.  It  is  a  pity 
and  a  shame,  that  in  our  splendid  Commonwealth  to-day,  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  children  are  taught  by  novices  or  otherwise  in- 
competent persons  who  have  no  special  preparation  for  their  work. 
The  unrestricted  use  of  the  provisional  certificate  will  retard  edu- 
cational progress  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done  by  our  State  Nor- 
mal schools. 
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ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Normal  School  of 
the  Eleventh  District. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  growth  in  the  efficiency  of 
the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School.  The  graduating  class 
numbered  twenty-two.  Fifty-nine  members  of  the  Middle  class 
were  promoted  to  the  Senior  class,  and  one  hundred  Juniors  were 
admitted  to  the  Middle  class.  An  unusually  large  number  of  stu- 
dents were  members  of  the  preparatory  classes  during  the  year. 
Notwithstanding  some  decrease  in  the  attendance,  due  to  the 
changes  iu  the  course  of  study,  the  results  for  the  year  have  been 
a  source  of  congratulation.  They  show  the  effects  of  active  efforts 
of  teachers  and  trustees  to  make  the  school  a  strong  educational 
factor  in  the  State. 

During  the  fall  term  a  new  laundry  building  was  erected,  and 
furnished  with  the  necessary  machinery.  As  a  measure  of  protec- 
tion, and  to  supply  the  future  needs  of  the  schools,  the  trustees  pur- 
chased about  thirty  acres  of  adjacent  coal  lands.  Upon  this  ad- 
dition to  the  campus,  a  large  field  has  been  prepared  for  the  use 
of  the  athletic  association  of  the  school.  Thousands  of  tons  of 
earth  were  moved  in  grading  and  leveling  the  fine  ball  field  thus 
provided.  A  grand  stand,  capable  of  furnishing  comfortable  seat- 
ing for  four  hundred  persons,  has  been  erected. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  were  very  interesting  and 
highly  successful.  Many  graduates  returned  to  visit  the  familiar 
scenes  and  recall  the  pleasant  associations  of  their  student  life  at 
Slippery  Rock.  The  programme  of  alumni  evening  was  entertain- 
ing and  instructive,  and  reflected  credit  upon  the  alma  mater  of 
those  who  took  part  therein. 

The  classes  of  '07  and  '9S  held  their  reunion  this  year.  Both 
these  affairs  were  very  pleasant,  and  showed  plainly  the  affection 
which  the  members  treasure  for  the  school.  The  class  of  '98  issued 
a  handsome  souvenir  volume  containing  many  fine  pictures  of  the 
buildings  and  campus,  together  with  facts  concerning  each  mem- 
ber  of  the  class.  Credit  for  this  work  is  largely  due  to  Raymond  R. 
Glenn  and  Clay  C.  Ruff,  members  of  that  large  class. 

Miss  Nellie  E.  Turner,  who  has  filled  the  chair  of  Elocution  and 
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Physical  Culture  with  the  highest  degree  of  success  during  the  past 
four  years,  tendered  her  resignation  at  the  close  of  the  year  on 
account  of  ill  health.  Mrs.  Kate  Pettis  Kerr  has  since  been  chosen 
for  the  position,  and  has  entered  upon  her  work  with  enthusiasm 
and  success. 

Professor  Arthur  C.  Fleshinan,  of  Chicago  University,  and  of  the 
School  of  Pedagogy  of  New  York,  has  been  elected  to  the  principal- 
ship  of  the  model  school.  He  will  also  have  charge  of  the  advanced 
work  in  methods  and  criticism. 

During  the  spring  term  Professor  Lyman  S.  Leason  of  Philadel- 
phiad  had  charge  of  the  vocal  music  and  cho'rus  work,  and  through 
his  untiring  efforts,  excellent  results  were  obtained.  He  is  an  ex- 
perienced musician,  and  has  won  high  place  as  a  chorus  leader  and 
instructor.  The  trustees  have  since  elected  him  to  a  permanent' 
position  in  the  faculty. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDIXBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


The  past  year,  like  the  preceding  one  was  a  prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful one  for  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School.  We  were  un- 
fortunate, however,  to  have  in  the  middle  of  the  winter  session,  sev- 
eral cases  of  Cuban  small-pox  develop  in  the  school  dormitories. 
The  disease  was  brought  to  us  by  two  students  from  the  country 
districts.  The  attending  physician  of  the  young  ladies  pronounced 
the  disease  chicken-pox,  and  on  his  advice  were  permitted  to  come 
into  the  class  room,  just  at  the  time  the  contagion  was  at  its  worst 
and  the  result  was  that  a  number  of  the  students  were  infected  by 
the  disease.  On  account  of  the  anxiety  and  alarm  of  the  town  and 
community,  the  trustees  deemed  it  wise  to  close  the  school  until 
the  disease  was  stamped  out.  This  was  immediately  done  and  the 
students  all  went  home  except  the  sick  ones.  The  school  authori- 
ties secured  a  formaldehyde  generator  immediately,  went  to  work 
and  disinfected  every  building  on  the  ground.  When  this  was  done 
and  the  sick  students  discharged  from  the  dormitories  all  the  stu- 
dents re-assembled,  and  the  winter  session  was  completed.  The 
opening  of  the  spring  session  followed  immediately  with  a  very 
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large  attendance.  As  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the  trustees  in  this 
matter  not  a  single  case  of  the  disease  developed  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  winter  or  the  spring  sessions.  After  all  we  felt 
very  thankful  that  Uiere  were  no  deaths,  and  think,  that  the  school 
and  community  should  congratulate  themselves  that  the  disease 
was  so  completely  and  thoroughly  stamped  out. 

We  are  happy  to  report,  that  our  new  dormitory  and  power  plant 
are  both  complete  and  in  use.  The  new  dormitory  is  a  handsome 
and  commodious  building  and  complete  in  all  its  appointments,  it 
is  well  lighted  and  heated,  in  a  word  it  is  one  of  the  most  modern 
and  up-to-date  dormitories  in  the  State.  The  power  plant  is  modern 
in  every  respect  and  contains  appliances  for  heating  the  buildings 
also  for  lighting  the  grounds  and  buildings.  Our  electric  plant  is 
one  of  the  best. 

The  school  is  still  in  need  of  a  modern  gymnasium,  a  boy's  dormi- 
tory, and  a  new  science  building.  It  is  not  necessary  to  demon- 
strate to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  especially  to  the  people  of 
the  Twelfth  District  that  it  is  necessary  to  care  for  the  physical 
health  of  the  students.  Neither  is  it  necessary  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple in  this  age  of  applied  science  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  well 
equipped  science  building.  Of  these  three  buildings  we  stand  very 
much  in  need.  We  asked  the  last  Legislature  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  erect  these  buildings,  but  on  account  of  insufficient  funds  in 
the  State  Treasury  we  were  asked  to  wait.  We  trust  that  the  next 
Legislature  will  make  provision  for  these  much  needed  improve- 
ments. 

Our  Model  school  consists  of  over  one  hundred  pupils.  We  main- 
tain ten  grades  which  furnishes  the  very  best  opportunity  for  the 
training  of  teachers.  We  have  taken  this  advanced  step  in  order 
that  our  student  teachers  may  be  well  prepared  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  township  high  school  law.  The  Model  school  for  the 
past  four  years  has  been  under  the  careful  management  of  Prof.  F. 
W.  Goodwin,  Ph.  D.,  who  devotes  his  entire  time  and  ability  to  the 
classes  in  methods  and  to  the  right  application  of  these  methods 
in  the  practice  classes.  The  principal  requires  careful  preparation 
and  planning  of  all  Model  school  work  and  then  sees  that  these 
plans  are  successfully  carried  out  in  the  class  room.  The  common 
school  studies  including  drawing,  music  and  physical  culture  are 
thoroughly  taught.  German  has  been  added  to  the  course  as  an 
elective.  It  is  taught  by  the  conversational  method  and  nearly  all 
the  pupils  have  taken  up  the  study.  The  school  seems  to  meet  the 
requirements  in  every  particular. 

Two  of  our  best  teachers  have  resigned,  Prof.  J.  M.  Morrison,  who 
has  been  a  faithful  teacher  in  this  institution  for  fourteen  years, 
leaves  us  to  enter  the  field  of  journalism.     He  with  his  family  moved 
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to  Oberlin,  Ohio.  The  best  wishes  of  the  trustees,  faculty  and  stu- 
dent body  attend  him.  Prof.  F.  C.  McGill,  our  late  Latin  teacher  for 
the  past  three  }rears,  resigned  to  accept  the  chair  of  Greek  in  West- 
minster College.  While  we  are  sorry  to  lose  Prof.  McGill  and  his 
valuable  services,  we  congratulate  him  on  securing  his  present  posi- 
tion. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Prof.  W.  C.  Myers,  A.  B.,  a  mem- 
ber of  our  faculty  for  the  past  three  years,  has  been  elected  to  take 
Prof.  Morrison's  place,  and  Prof.  Frank  R.  Jewett,  A.  B.,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  University,  and  a  teacher  of  experience,  has  been  chosen 
for  the  department  of  Latin  and  Greek.  We  expect  good  results 
from  both  these  departments  the  coming  year. 

The  new  course  of  study  inaugurated  a  year  ago  has  been  fairly 
tried  here,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  all  concerned  is  that  in 
the  main  it  is  very  satisfactory  and  a  great  improvement  over  the 
old  course  of  study.  If  we  were  to  offer  any  adverse  criticism  what- 
ever, it  would  be  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Middle  yea)'.  We  find 
by  experience  that  the  Middle  year  embraces  too  many  subjects  to 
admit  of  thorough  work.  We  do  not  wish  to  suggest  what  sub- 
jects should  be  omitted,  but  deem  it  wise  to  leave  that  to  the  judg- 
ment of  those  having  the  matter  in  charge. 

We  wish  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  support  given  by  the  board 
of  trustees,  and  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us  by  the 
School  Department, 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLAKION. 


Samuel  Weir,  Principal. 


The  Clarion  State  Normal  School  has  made  noteworthy  progress 
since  the  last  annual  report  was  submitted  to  the  State  Department. 
For  special  reasons,  which  need  not  be  stated  in  this  report,  the 
classes  were  necessarily  small,  but  advantage  was  taken  of  this 
fact  to  improve  the  standard,. of  efficiency  in  the  instruction  and  to 
introduce  more  rigid  requirements  in  study,  and  a  more  systematic 
and  consistent  form  of  discipline.  The  result  has  been  very  grati- 
fying. The  attendance  improved  steadily  during  the  year  and  the 
confidence    of    the    people    throughout    the    patronizing    territory 
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rapidly  increased.  Although  the  curriculum  is  evidently  over- 
crowded the  new  course  of  study  has,  on  the  whole,  proved  fairly 
satisfactory.  A  number  of  students  who  had  previously  been  in 
attendance  at  high  schools  took  advantage  of  the  permission  to  try 
both  Junior  and  Middle  year  examinations  and  proved  themselves 
equal  to  the  task.  Throughout  the  year  the  teachers  were  enthu- 
siastic in  their  work.  The  trustees  were  enthusiastic  in  their  sup- 
port of  the  Principal,  and  the  people  of  Clarion  have  in  many  ways 
shown  their  good  will. 

The  new  chapel  and  gymnasium  building  was  ready  for  use  in 
February.  The  auditorium  is  pleasing  in  appearance  and  is  well 
adapted  to  the  purpose  of  a  chapel  and  assembly  room.  The  ac- 
oustic, properties  are  unusually  fine.  A  physical  director  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term  and  the  students  have 
since  been  required  to  undergo  regular  and  systematic  physical 
training. 

The  new  school  year  will  open  with  the  Model  school  thoroughly 
re-organized  and  a  kindergarten  established  in  connection  there- 
with. The  Seniors  will  have  a  splendid  opportunity  for  observa- 
tion and  practice.  Adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  thorough 
and  efficient  professional  training  under  competent  supervision. 

The  Clarion  State  Normal  School  has  a  definite  function  to  per- 
form for  the  people  and  the  schools  of  the  Thirteenth  District,  and, 
with  the  increased  transportation  facilities  which  are  now  clearly 
in  prospect,  it  will  undoubtedly  perform  its  function  with  even 
greater  efficiency  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE   SCHOOL  SYSTEM  SINCE  ITS  ESTABLISH 
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185 1,525 

1855 1,445 

1S56 1,610 

1857 1,677 

185S,  1,709 

1859,  1,755 

1860,  1,766 

1S61,  1,788 

1862 1,808 

18G3,  1,820 

1^64 1,825 

1SG5,  1.S37 

1866 1,863 

1867,  1.SS9 

1868,  1,918 

1869 1,971 

1870,  2,001 

1871 2,023 

1872,  2,029 

1S73 2.050 

1ST! 2,070 

1875,  

1876,  2,103 

1S77,  2,144 

2.1S6 

1S79 2.16S 

1SS0 2,192 

18S1 

1SS2 2.214 

1883 2,230 

1S84 2,210 

18S5,  2,257 

1886 2.265 

1887 2,280 


10.1S6 

5  m. 

2 

11,967 

$29  31 

?12  SI 

488,692 

3S 

$0  41 

10,469 

5  m 

12, 143 

529,003 

361.316 

49 

45 

10,697 

5  m. 

1 

12,357 

22  29 

15  85% 

523,754 

365,103 

48 

48 

10,956 

5  m. 

1 

12.4S4 

16  60 

3^1,321 

49% 

49 

11,281 

5  m. 

8 

12,828 

24  25 

IT  22 

569, 8S0 

387,139 

50% 

46  Vi 

11,485 

5  m. 

10 

13,058 

24  26 

17  79 

575,251 

375, 6S7 

50% 

48 

11,577 

5  m. 

10% 

13,003 

24  20 

IS  11 

585,663 

366,961 

50% 

51 

11,910% 

5  m. 

12 

11,297 

19  71 

384,752 

50% 

S3 

11,990 

5  m. 

10 

14.3S0 

23  SI 

IS  55 

615,087 

3SS.063 

50% 

49 

12,161 

5  m. 

9 

14,442 

23  S4 

IS  56 

634,699 

397,722 

52 

50 

12,566 

5  m. 

12 

14,668 

25  42 

20  16 

637, 7S5 

399, 522 

50  vi 

58 

12,547 

5  m. 

14 

14.2S6 

24  21 

629,587 

396, 701 

50 

6S 

12,773% 

5  m. 

19% 

15,51  1 

37  3S 

27  76 

666,316 

43S.323 

50 

90 

13,061 

5  m. 

15,209 

35  87 

27  51 

660,165 

411,527 

50% 

85 

13,28  4  % 

5  m. 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

5  m. 

20% 

15,670 

3S  18 

29  SO 

6S6.769 

477,775 

50% 

93 

13,832 

5  m. 

21 

16,097 

39  63 

30  05 

605,032 

4S4.912 

50' j 

93 

14, 161 % 

5  m. 

21% 

16,842 

40  03 

31  12 

700,040 

495,632 

49% 

98 

14,415% 

6  m. 

22 

16,781 

40  55 

31  96 

609, S02 

464,127 

48% 

99 

i 

6  m. 

6% 

17,459 

41  58 

32  41 

694,096 

439,393 

47% 

95 

6  m. 

8% 

17,664 

41  SS 

33  33 

716,728 

468,309 

47% 

93 

6.19 

18,101 

40  03 

31  03 

710,094 

472,283 

S2 

15,610 

6.19 

18,314 

38  72 

30  42 

719,314 

495,743 

47% 

91 

15,850% 

G.38 

18,710% 

36  34 

28  90 

751,032 

491, 03S 

47% 

88 

6.17 

18,912% 

34  54 

27  35 

771,015 

515,198 

48 

82 

16,279 

6.37 

19,153 

32  59 

26  07 

766,878 

595,918 

47 

89 

i         • 

6.25 

19,305 

31  36 

25  14 

770,349 

509,246 

47 

74 

16,760% 

6.2S 

22  64. 

26  04 

762,472 

504,912 

43 

75 

17,070 

G .  62 

27  19 

776.53:' 

519,423 

45 

78 

17,403 

6.66 

19,875 

36  23 

28  30 

782, 407 

532,874 

45 

81 

17.751 

6.40 

20,290 

37  28 

29  22 

795,091 

549,304 

45 

87 

IS, 029 

6.74 

20,639 

37  66 

25  59 

807, 791 

45 

89 

18, 300 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 

18,721 

6.71 

21.481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 
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$156,389  25 
159,551  17 

$1,167,119  32 
1,401,300  15 

$256,735  92 
266, 19S  76 

1S54 

$1,127,922  61 

$1,041,571  19 

$110,383  96 

1555 

164,330  CO 

1,693,844  15 

5.50 

3.25 

1,371,706  14 

322,123  37 

1,145,730  32 

240,615  29 

1S56 

101,723  55 

1, ISO, 143  07 

5.72 

1.534,732  32 

444,2 

1,137,357  92 

172,372  02 

1:57 

188,646  00 

2,00.1,437  00 

5.71 

3.46 

1,554,7S0  64 

434,313  53 

1,235,992  65 

162,670  9S 

185S 

186,841  12 

2,o;;9,6S4  06 

5.43 

3.17 

1,621,379  00 

531,413  85 

1,407, 13: i  35 

167,721  07 

1859 

193,503  34 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

3.35 

1,039,3S3  23 

448,426  2S 

1,112,171   7ii 

209.0. 

1860 

2G0.S13  87 

2.10S.4S7  44 

3.55 

3. 4u 

1,753, 111  4S 

41.0,124  67 

1,436,063  00 

223,497  39 

1S61 

210,732  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

3.47 

1,756,307  38 

305.7:6  90 

1,367,151  3S 

232,337  31 

1862 

211,784  60 

1.9S0.473  26 

4.00 

3.03 

1,707. 

394,707  35 

1,69S,C40  01 

230,566  52 

1863 

216,087  03 

2,143,348  20 

5.00 

3.27 

2,010,310  17 

4S8.517  09 

1,09S,6G4  01 

390,227  30 

1864 

210,134  08 

2,438,640  37 

5.S9 

3.63 

2,318,069  IS 

374,450  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,316  20 

I865 

223,463  67 

3,013,057  33 

6.56 

4.53 

2,501,759  31 

596,669  <)9 

2,211,521  70 

-158,317  61 

1866 

239, S13  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3,489,237  31 

955,152  53 

2,482,512  63 

601, 0S7  21 

1867 

218,521  S7 

4,016,919  12 

7.53 

5.51 

4,314,028  52 

1,357,726  93 

2,019,109  93 

643.217  88 

186S 

307,718  00 

4.43S.946  66 

7.63 

6.30 

5,06S,316  72 

1,104,860  21 

2,819,441  00 

.624  05 

1861 

321,300  CO 

4, 7 '.1,049  S6 

7.76 

5.39 

5,684,997  21 

2,560,137  42 

3,010,69.  33 

807,713  82 

1870 

318,451  31 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  84 

3,000,194  41 

3.1S3.41S  S6 

275  4S 

187i 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  6S 

7.27 

5.06 

5,43S,636  29 

2,536,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

1S72 

375,332  71 

5,513,985  23 

7.50 

4.30 

6,671,949  93 

1,477,831  00 

2,424,970  91 

1,70  111  73 

1573 

521,345  13 

5,787,833  95 

7.55 

5.02 

6, SOS, 917  69 

1,600,131  62 

.004  47 

1,652.651  94 

1874 

533,625  13 

5, '.lb 3. 004  90 

6.33 

5.11 

7,247,263  63 

1,722,103  54 

3,735,309  66 

1,961,341  60 

1&73, 

728,207  19 

6,003,413  31 

6.27 

3.89 

6,911 

1.215.3S7  23 

3,826,97  12 

2,0i6,S33  SS 

1876 

823,784  S2 

5,627,913  56 

5.96 

3.75 

6,623,273  00 

961,915  02 

3.742.72S  SO 

1,945,470  46 

1S77 

723,082  57 

5,2S9,646  25 

5.42 

2  30 

6,229,714  59 

S77.3S2  C6 

3,651,SS3  00 

1,517,931  11 

1570 

497,030  76 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

3.12 

6,2S2,110  78 

S7S.S0S  93 

3.514,552  72 

1,672,927  20 

1577) 

747,297  13 

4,S18,594  36 

3.01 

2.99 

5.S59.009  06 

809,896  51 

3,006,911  82 

1. 5 S 1,3 05  02 

1880 

865,819  70 

5,031  779  7" 

5. OS 

3.21 

6,  ITiJ,  120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3,673  223  53 

1,703,224  99 

1881 

684,127  56 

2  902  2S 

5.39 

4.26 

6,686,256  93 

1,139,355  44 

."79  "2 

1.657.912  96 

1882 

696, 47S  IS 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

3.61 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

5.C95, 638  50 

1,S30,S19  50 

1S83 

700.340  SI 

6,313. 

6.C6 

3.61 

i 

1.  1'3.326  81 

4,252,1<1  12 

1,965   , 

lS.i 

803,103  18 

6, 519, "27  7s 

6.14 

3.50 

912  18 

1,566,323  :  1 

4  4i7  61     69 

2,086  595  98 

18  5 

S03.341  24 

6,C72,1S5  29 

6.16 

3 .  55 

S,105,S66  59 

1,537,565  15 

3  374  25 

2,117.0 

1886 

S02.4U  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

3.34 

8,845,087  22 

1,461,673  43 

4.673.324  30 

2,171,481  66 

1SS7 

42—5—1903 
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1888, 

2,297 

19, 054 

7.17 

21,168 

37  12 

29  60 

831,367 

573,041 

44 

94 

1889, 

2,316 

19,365 

7.45 

21,393 

37  57 

29  76 

840,744 

583,292 

44 

96 

1890, 

2,325 

19,758 

7.33 

21,886 

3S  46 

29  83 

849,055 

574,817 

44 

96 

18?  1, 

2,337 

20, 190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

30  46 

855,200 

592,249 

43 

1  00 

1892, 

2,357 

20,653 

7.41 

22,556 

39  83 

30  89 

861,083 

599,316 

42 

1  04 

1893, 

2.3S6 

21,134 

7.74 

23.0S5 

41  64 

32  53 

876,131 

610,422 

42 

1  15 

1894, 

2,411 

21,553 

7.71 

23,253 

31  S4 

32  55 

915,499 

645,201 

42 

1  06 

1893, 

2,413 

22,253 

7.62 

22,993 

41  78 

32  70 

942,975 

666,102 

42 

1  29 

1S96, 

2,477 

22,822 

7.71 

23,603 

41  SO 

32  78 

956,734 

6S3.91S 

42 

1  25 

1S97, 

2.4S1 

23,451 

7.63 

24, 174 

41  71 

32  S6 

971,337 

711,111 

41 

1  22 

1898, 

2,490 

23,983 

7.69 

24,716 

41  06 

32  50 

999,719 

736,334 

43 

1  26 

1899, 

2,492 

24,497 

7.75 

25,358 

41  6S 

32  73 

1,006,990 

729,892 

41 

1  29 

19C0, 

2,509 

24, SIS 

S.09 

26,878 

41  62 

32  66 

1,004,485 

728,493 

43 

1  32 

1901, 

2,515 

25,455 

8.04 

26,453 

42  14 

33  OS 

1,010,069 

720,116 

40 

1  34 

1902, 

2,532 

25,981 

8.05 

26,990 

42  98 

33  34 

1,010,620 

73S.574 

39 

1  3S 

1903, 

2,544 

26,583 

8.08 

27, 683 

44  77 

34  10 

1,035,196 

751,000 

39 

1  45 
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803,190  71 

7,134,701  52 

7.64 

3.34 

8,836,053  35 

1,642,961  33 

5,044,385  15 

2,297,364  51 

1888 

1,207,009  52 

7,S69,505  56 

6.19 

3.13 

9,008,S52  33 

1,799,121  10 

5,240,826  22 

2,504,880  71 

18S9 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5. 88 

3.34 

9,851,095  75 

2,131,322  71 

5,438,587  21 

2,656,958  93 

1890 

1,564,603  81 

8,061,137  92 

5.96 

3.22 

8,450,909  25 

2,892,667  68 

5,693,332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1S91 

1,560,267  3S 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

3.47 

10,S20,029  55 

2,S7S,7S0  77 

6,028,019  91 

2,37S,780  77 

1892 

2,901,116  80 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

2.74 

10,289,198  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  C2 

2,535,968  49 

18J3 

4,039,766  22 

S,677,5S2  67 

4.40 

3.20 

11  131,332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,995,022  56 

3,637,038  74 

1894 

4,  132.647  24 

S,59S,542  71 

4.52 

2  75 

12,053,899  69 

3,lS2,74fl  40 

7,206,202  SS 

3,912,622  13 

1895 

4,439,752  79 

9,296,162  78 

4.99 

2.SS 

12,424,198  47 

3,297,416  07 

7,460,547  01 

4,016,808  96 

1S96 

4,389,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

2.SS 

13,528,246  38 

3,296.294  14 

7,S39,216  45 

4,104,615  52 

1897 

4,391,574  31 

9,725.229  60 

3.14 

1.64 

13.276,078  00 

2.933.S13  23 

8,020,396  81 

4,095,817  03 

1S98 

4,637,585  07 

10,078,540  S7 

3.7S 

2.58 

13,992,387  52 

2.736,897  04 

8,358,092  99 

4,402,261  43 

18D9 

4,622,822  98 

10,500,962  67 

5.12 

2.64 

15,224,091  77 

3,061,523  90 

S, 772, 566  63 

4,474.192  82 

19C0 

4,291,154  93 

10,887,613  25 

5. IS 

2.77 

16,314,4S9  32 

3,334,531  34 

8,874,295  97 

4,819,126  03 

1901 

4,355,601  04 

12,687,415  SO 

5.23 

2.SS 

20,786,954  07 

3.1S6.7S3  18 

9,302,405  95 

5,1S2,92S  92 

1902 

4,65S,210  43 

17,781,589  84 

5.51 

2.95 

17,781,589  84 

3,647,771  24 

9,950,491  38 

5,386,212  07 

1903 
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CORXPLAXTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1U03, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
in  Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  Supt.  O.  J.  Gunning,  superin- 
tendent of  Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly,  approved  July  3, 
1895. 


Receipts. 

Balance  en  hand  from  last  year, $134  25 

Appropriation  for  1902, 400  00 

Total,  $534  21 


Expenditures. 

Fuel,  books  and  supplies,  $40  86 

Repairing  walk,  etc.,  10  96 

Teacher's  salary  (8  mos.  @  $40.00), 320  00 

Total 371  82 

Balance  on  hand, $162  43 


Statistics. 


Whole  number  in  attendance,  

Average  attendance  during  term, 

Percentage  of  attendance  during  term, 
Average  attendance  in  April, 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

12 

14 

2] 

6 

8 

14 

88 

89 

90 

10 

12 

22 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  to  Normal  School  Students  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  June  1,  1903. 

District,                                             Location.  Amount. 

First West  Chester,   $22,006  50 

Second,    Millersville,    19,753  50 

Third Kutztown 11.700  00 

Fourth East  Stroudsburg 12,946  50 

Fifth,    Mansfield, 14,635  50 

Sixth,    Bloomsburg,   19,993  50 

Seventh Shippensburg,    10,035  00 

Eighth,  Lock  Haven,    10,778  00 

Ninth,  Indiana,    1  S.747  00 

Tenih,    California 13,473  00 

Eleventh Slippery  Rock,  15,547  50 

Twelfth Edinboro,    11,790  00 

Thirteenth,  Clarion,    9,848  50 


Total $191,254  50 


Township  High  Schools  Entitled  to  Appropriation. 

List  of  township  high  schools  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1, 
1903,  which  were  entitled  to  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  appropriation  to 
township  high  schools. 

Note. — The  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  in  1901  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  1,  1903 — $25,000 — was  only  sufficient  to  pay 
a  part  of  the  amount  to  which  the  several  schools  were  entitled. 
First  class  schools  should  have  received  $800;  second  class.  £000;  and 
third  class.  $400,  but  the  appropriation  was  only  sufficient  .to  pay 
first  class  schools  $328;  second  class,  $246,  and  third  class,  $164. 

County.  Township. 


Allegheny,    Harrison,   . . 

Shaler,    

Sterrett,   . . . 

Harmony,    . 

Beaver, Liberty,    . . . 

Bedford Cumru,    

Berks,  Ontelaunee, 

Perry,    

Spring,    

.  (Granville,  . . 
Bradford Smithfield, 


Amount. 

$164  00 

164 

00 

164 

01 

246 

':(■ 

164 

00 

164 

on 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 
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County.                                              Township.  Amount. 

Bucks Doylestown,    164  00 

Durham,     246  00 

Falls,     246  00 

Lower  Makefield - 246  00 

Middletown,    246  00 

Southampton,  246  00 

Butler Franklin,    246  00 

Muddy  Creek,    164  00 

Penn,  164  00 

Cambria,   Reade,     246  00 

Centre,   Liberty,    164  00 

Walker,    164  00 

Chester,   Cain 164  00 

North  Coventry,   164  00 

Easttown,    328  00 

West   Fallowfield,    246  00 

East  Goshen,   164  00 

Honeybrook,  246  00 

East  Marlborough,    246  00 

West  Nantmeal,   246  00 

New  Garden,   164  00 

New  London 164  00 

East  Nottingham,  164  00 

East  Pikeland,  164  00 

West  Pikeland,    164  00 

Tredyffrin,    246  00 

West  Vincent,   164  00 

Wallace,  164  00 

Clearfield,   Huston,    246  00 

Morris,    164  00 

Woodward,    164  00 

Clinton Lamar 246  00 

Columbia,    Fishing  Creek,    164  00 

Crawford,    Summit,    246  00 

Dauphin,    Wiconisco,  246  00 

Delaware,    Upper  Darby,  246  00 

Nether  Providence,   164  00 

Radnor,    328  00 

Elk,  Benezette 164  00 

Fox,   246  00 

Horton, 246  00 

Jones,    246  00 

Ridgway 164  00 

Spring  Creek,  164  00 

Erie.    Girard 328  00 

Mill  Creek, 164  00 

Springfield 246  00 

Venango,    164  00 

Forest,   Jenks,   246  00 

Franklin Metal,    164  00 

Jefferson,    Snyder,   164  00 

Washington,   164  00 
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County.  Township. 


Lancaster Bart 

East  Donegal, 

East  Earl,   

Fulton,    

Lawrence,   North  Beaver,    

Hickory,  

Pulaski,    

Slippery  Rock 

Lebanon Cornwall,   

West  Cornwall 

Lehigh,    Salisbury 

Luzerne, Hazle,    

Plymouth,    

McKean,    Foster,    

Mifflin,    Armagh,   

Brown,    

Union,   

Montgomery Abington,    

Cheltenham,   , 

Lower  Merion, 

Plymouth,    

West  Pottsgrove,   . , 

Whitpain 

Northumberland,   East  Chillisquaque, 

Coal,    

Delaware,  

Zerbe,    , 

Pike,   Westfall,    

Potter,    Stewardson,    

Schuylkill, Hegins,   

Union,  

Sullivan Colley,    

Susquehanna,    Brooklyn,  

Herrick,    

Union,    Hartley,    

Lewis,   

Venango Cornplanter,   

(Oakland,  

Sugarcreek,  

Warren,  Corydon,    

>Glade,    

Kinzua,  

Sheffield,    

Sugar  Grove,   

Washington,    Cecil,   

Cross  Creek,  

Independence,  .... 

Mount  Pleasant,   .  . 

Peters 


Amount. 

164 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

328 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 
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County.  Township. 


Wayne, Damascus,   

Dreher,   

Lake,   

Mount  Pleasant, 

Preston,    

Westmoreland,    East  Huntington, 

Wyoming,   Braintrim,   

Monroe,    

York,    Codorus,  
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Amount. 

328 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

246 

00 

164. 

00 

246 

00 

164 

00 

246 

00 

328 

00 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  1903. 


1.  Allegheny,    $80  79 

2.  Delaware,   78  29 

3.  McKean,    65  06 

4.  Elk, 64  55 

5.  Lackawanna,   63  09 

6.  Luzerne 61  74 

7.  Westmoreland,    56  89 

8.  Chester,   ' 56  84 

9.  Montgomery 56  32 

10.  Cameron,    55  73 

11.  Fayette,     54  65 

12.  Carbon,    54  52 

13.  Schuylkill,    53  47 

14.  Warren,  52  67 

15.  Washington,    52  59 

16.  Beaver,    50  76 

17.  Venango,     49  36 

18.  Bucks,    49  19 

19.  Lehigh,    49  05 

20.  Blair 48  04 

21.  Lancaster,    47  94 

22.  Potter 47  59 

23.  Northampton,    47  29 

24.  Erie, 47  22 

25.  Tioga,  47  12 

26.  Cambria,    46  16 

27.  Butler,    45  36 

28.  Clearfield 44  85 

29.  Jefferson,    44  79 

30.  Northumberland,   44  76 

31.  Dauphin 43  78 

32.  Susquehanna,    : 43  52 

33.  Lawrence 42  97 

b4.  Forest,   42  30 
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35.  Lebanon,  41  95 

36.  Armstrong,     41  53 

37.  Clinton,   41  47 

38.  Bradford 40  45 

39.  Greene,    39  56 

40.  Clarion 39  23 

41.  Centre,  39  18 

42.  Lycoming,    39  17 

43.  Mifflin 38  92 

44.  Cumberland,    38  76 

45.  Indiana,  38  37 

46.  Wayne,    38  27 

47.  Sullivan, 38  04 

48.  Crawford,    38  03 

49.  York,    37  82 

50.  Mercer 37  41 

51.  Franklin 37  21 

52.  Berks,    36  90 

53.  Bedford 36  70 

54.  Somerset 36  60 

55.  Columbia 36  18 

56.  Wyoming, 36  14 

57.  Union,    36  06 

58.  Adams,    35  18 

59.  Huntingdon,    34  74 

60.  Montour,   32  97 

61.  Monroe,   32  04 

62.  Juniata,  31  81 

63.  Perry 31  68 

64.  Pike,     29  82 

65.  Fulton 26  95 

66.  Snyder,    26  41 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  1903. 


1.  Allegheny,    $47  83 

2.  Delaware 46  19 

3.  Westmoreland,    43  81 

4.  Lancaster,    42  30 

5.  Washington,    41  89 

6.  Montgomery,  40  61 

7.  Bucks,    40  51 

8.  Fayette 40  32 

9.  Schuylkill,    39  16 

10.  Chester,   39  08 

11.  Luzerne 3S  61 

12.  Cambria,   38  40 

13.  Elk,    38  37 
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14.  Blair 

15.  McKean,    

16.  Lebanon 

17.  Beaver,    

18.  Lehigh,    

19.  Northampton 

20.  Lackawanna,   

21.  Butler 

22.  Carbon,    

23.  Lawrence,  

24.  Greene,    

25.  Dauphin, 

26.  Northumberland,   

27.  Armstrong,  

28.  Cumberland,    

29.  Forest,   . ., 

30.  Jefferson,    

31.  Cameron,    

32.  Clearfield,   

33.  York,    

34.  Potter,   

35.  Venango, 

36.  Centre,   

37.  Indiana,     

38.  Union,    

39.  Warren 

40.  Berks,    

41.  Mifflin,   

42.  Lycoming,    

43.  Clarion,    

44.  Somerset,    

45.  Franklin,    

46.  Erie,   

47.  Clinton,    

48.  Mercer,    

49.  Sullivan,    

50.  Adams,    

51.  Montour,   

52.  Columbia 

53.  Tioga 

54.  Huntingdon 

55.  Bedford,    

56.  Crawford,    

57.  Perry,  

58.  Juniata 

59.  Monroe,   

60.  Wyoming,  

61.  Wayne 

62.  Snyder 

63.  Bradford 

64.  Fulton,     

65.  Susquehanna 

66.  Pike,   
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38 

07 

38 
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37 

27 

37 

16 

37 

00 

36 

97 

36 

51 

36 
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36 

35 

35 
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62 

35 

46 

35 

44 

35 

40 

35 
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34 

99 

34 

91 

34 

SI 
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33 

78 

33 

43 

33 

22 

33 

06 
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S3 

32 

82 

32 

65 

32 

64 

32 

62 

32 

56 

32 

OS 

31 

S3 

31 

4G 

31 

39 

31 

28 

30 

84 

30 

70 

30 

59 

30 

34 

30 

24 

29 

77 

29 

70 

29 

47 

28 

69 

28 

15 

28 

07 

27 

91 

27 

25 

27 

00 

26 

93 

26 

50 

26 

44 

25 

S2 

25  27 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  1,  1903. 


1.  Delaware, 9.45 

2.  Lackawanna,  9 .  44 

3.  Allegheny,    9.39 

4.  Montgomery, 9 .  19 

5.  Schuylkill,    8 .  73 

6.  Luzerne,    8.71 

7.  Northampton,    8.70 

8.  Bucks,    8.59 

9.  Dauphin 8.42 

10.  Lehigh,    8 .  41 

11.  Erie,    8 .  36 

12.  Carbon 8 .  33 

13.  Northumberland,   8.30 

14.  Berks 8.28 

15.  Chester,   8.23 

16.  McKean,    8 .  13 

17.  Blair 8.06 

18.  Lawrence,  7.91 

19.  Warren,     7.90 

20.  Elk 7 .  83 

21.  Beaver,    7.80 

22.  Lancaster,    7 .  79 

23.  Lycoming 7 .  77 

24.  Venango,  7.77 

25.  Lebanon,   7.76 

26.  Potter 7 .  76 

27.  Cambria,   7 .  75 

28.  Montour,   7.74 

29.  Crawford,    7.72 

30.  Westmoreland,   7 .  66 

31.  Columbia,   7 . 65 

32.  Fayette,   7.65 

33.  Pike,   7 .  64 

34.  Washington,    7 . 64 

35.  Cumberland,    7 .  63 

36.  Mifflin,   7 .  63 

37.  York,    7.61 

38.  Tioga 7.59 

39.  Mercer,    '. 7.58 

40.  Bradford 7.57 

41.  Wyoming,  7.52 

42.  Forest,   7 .  50 

43.  Monroe 7.48 

44.  Clinton 7.46 

45.  Butler 7.45 

46.  Wayne, 7.43 
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47.  Union,    7.39 

48.  Armstrong,    7.38 

49.  Franklin,    7.37 

50.  Clearfield 7.33 

51.  Susquehanna,    7 .  32 

52.  Jefferson,    7.30 

53.  Cameron 7.27 

54.  Centre,   7.25 

55.  Sullivan,    7 .  25 

56.  Adams,    7.22 

57.  Huntingdon,    7 .  21 

58.  Perry 7.20 

59.  Clarion,    7 .  15 

60.  Somerset,    7 .  14 

61.  Indiana,  7 .  12 

62.  Bedford 7.11 

63.  Juniata,   7 .  09 

64.  Greene,    7 .  07 

65.  Snyder, 7.06 

66.  Fulton,  7.05 
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Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties,  Including  Cities  and 
Boroughs  Having  Superintendents. 


Adams,    348,100  00 

Allegheny 12,305,610  31 

Armstrong,     412,725  00 

Beaver,    592,170  00 

Bedford,    242,982  86 

Berks,     1,599.900  00 

Blair,    910,100  00 

Bradford,     197,500  00 

Bucks,    511,566  00 

Butler,   530,200  00 

Cambria,    1,016,497  00 

I  Jameron 65,000  00 

Carbon,    335,100  00 

Outre,  271,250  00 

Chester,     856,475  00 

Clarion,    203,955  00 

Clearfield 619,300  00 

Clinton,    267,050  00 

Columbia, .  310,950  00 

Crawford 564,967  39 

<  Jumberland 129.100  00 

Dauphin,   1,294,187  50 

1  Delaware,    1,231,955  07 

Elk,     201.000  00 

Erie,  1,475,930  00 

Fayette,     769,000  00 

Forest,   72.150  00 

Franklin,     387,491  00 

Fulton,     10.400  00 

Greene,    271.000  00 

Huntingdon,   236,600  00 

Indiana,  253.500  00 

Jefferson,     ? 315,650  00 

Juniata,  109,800  00 

Lackawanna 2,728,800  00 

Lancaster, 1,210,450  00 

Lawrence,   630,694  19 

Lebanon,   625,000  00 
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Lehigh,     1,380,485  30 

Luzerne,    2,332,336  00 

Lycoming,   674,750  00 

McKean,    491,550  00 

Mercer,    616,850  00 

Mifflin,   189,200  00 

Monroe,   >  133,850  00 

Montgomery,    1,897,467  21 

Montour,   155,500  00 

Northampton,     1,333,170  76 

Northumberland,     920,500  00 

Perry,     187,200  00 

Pike,     43,700  00 

Potter,   213,950  00 

Schuylkill,     1,713,750  00 

Snyder,    115,900  00 

Somerset,    311,974  00 

Sullivan,    66,400  00 

Susquehanna,     .  . 246,900  00 

Tioga,     251,550  00 

Union,    107,700  00 

Venango,     614,400  00 

Warren, 425,625  00 

Washington,     1,206,839  19 

Wayne,    186,100  00 

Westmoreland,    1.711,500  00 

\Yyoming,   124,595  00 

York,    814,752  00 

Philadelphia,    15,450,000  00 


Total, $68,732,501  44 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  1,  1903. 

(In  this  statement  fractions  oC  a  month  one-half  or  over  are  counted  as  whole  numbers.) 


o 

A 

A 

Counties. 

c 

c 
o 

o 

o 

£ 

B 

c 

c 

id 

E-1 

fc 

H 

DO 

H 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
11. 
15. 
16. 
IT. 
IS. 
19. 
.' 

21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


Adams,    

Allegheny,  . 
Armstrong, 

Beaver,    

Bedford,     . . . 

Berks 

Blair,    

Bradford,    ... 

Bucks,    

Butler 

Cambria,  . . . 
Cameron, 

Carbon,    

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion,   

Clearfield,    .. 

Clinton,     

Columbia,  .. 
Crawford,  .. 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  ... 
Delaware,    . . 

Elk,    

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin,  .. 
Fulton,     .... 

Greene 

Huntingdon, 
Indiana, 
Jefferson,     . 
Juniata 


35 
176 
252 


16 
S34 

52 
130 

11 

•10 
219 

97 
115 

SO 
164 

120 

34 
230 

9 

2S 
20 
78 
70 
39 
122 
122 
19 
63 
70 


12 

27S 
30 
44 
18 
16 
16 
86 
73 
26 
69 
14 
16 
5 

152 
22 

108 
53 
11 

113 
17 
36 

131 
112 
218 
62 
17 
4 

15 
12 
37 
102 
10 


168 

196 

130 

2.912 

269 

351 

154 

328 

307 

C3S 

457 

S40 

1S9 

424 

307 

490 

76 

367 

261 

367 

296 

529 

41 

55 

70 

221 

249 

2S8 

12 

4S4 

22S 

259 

357 

453 

109 

182 

170 

259 

2S4 

517 

191 

2S2 

174 

508 

374 
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Number  of  Permanent  Certificates  Issued  from  June  1,  1902,  to  June  1,  1903. 

1 .  Adams,   ■ 13 

2 .  Allegheny,   40 

3 .  Armstrong,    25 

4 .  Beaver,   3 

5 .  Bedford,    11 

6 .  Berks,    28 

7.  Blair,  14 

8.  Bradford,    3 

9.  Bucks,   1 

10.  Butler,  3 

11 .  Cambria, 6 

12 .  Cameron,    2 

13 .  Carbon, 5 

14.  Centre, 10 

15.  Chester 32 

16 .  Clarion, 

17.  Clearfield, 4 

18 .  Clinton 

19 .  Columbia,  15 

20.  Crawford,     

21.  Cumberland,   8 

22.  Dauphin,    4 

23 .  Delaware,  16 

24.  Elk ' 3 

25.  Erie,    

25 .  Fayette,    17 

27 .  Forest,    2 

28 .  Franklin,   5 

29 .  Fulton 

30 .  Greene,   2 

31 .  Huntingdon,    5 

32.  Indiana,    17 

33 .  Jefferson,   2 

34 .  Juniata,    

35 .  Lackawanna,    

36.  Lancaster,    20 

37 .  Lawrence 

38 .  Lebanon,    16 

30.  Lehigh 13 

40 .  Luzerne,   4 

41 .  Lycoming 14 

42 .  McKean 1 

43 .  Mercer, 4 

44.  Mifflin 

45 .  Monroe,    1 

46.  Montgomery,    6 

47 .  Montour,    2 

48.  Northampton, 5 
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49.  Northumberland 11 

50 .  Perry,    

51 .  Pike 5 

52.  Potter,  

53.  Schuylkill,   3 

54 .  Snyder,   

55 .  Somerset 1 

56.  Sullivan 2 

57.  Susquehanna 5 

58 .  Tioga,    

59.  Union,   3 

60 .  Venango,    6 

61 .  Warren,    5 

62 .  Washington 10 

63.  Wayne,    1 

64 .  Westmoreland 13 

65 .  Wyoming,    

66.  York 


Total,    447 
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NAMES  OF  PERSONS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUB- 
LIC INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  COMMITTEES  ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFI- 
CATES FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  ACT 
OF  ASSEMBLY,  APPROVED  JUNE  28TH,  1895,  P.  L.  PAGE  417.  THE  COM- 
MISSIONS EXPIRE  NOVEMBER  24,  1904. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

Book,  W.  I.,  Gettysburg.  Wright,  C.  A.,  Guernsey. 

Stonesifer,  M.  Helen,  Littlestown. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

Elrick,  Charles,  Homestead.  Stover,  Carrie,  Elizabeth. 

Little,  J.  E.,  Braddock. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

King,  S.  E.,  Johnetta.  Palmer,  J.  J.,  Ford  City. 

McAninch,  Hattie,  Apollo. 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

Bower,  J.  F.,  Beaver  Falls.  Lowary,  Margaret  M.,  New  Brighton. 

Craig,  J.  Brad.,  Beaver. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

Poole,  H.  H.,  Saxton.  Salkeld,  Vernon  D.,  Six  Mile  Run. 

Rinehart,  H.  L.,  Everett. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

Bancher,  Annie  M.,  Albany.  Henry,  Samuel  I.,  Boyertown. 

Grier,  J.  A.,  Birdsboro. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

Brumbaugh,  C.  Leon,  Hollidaysburg.       Fleck,  H.  S.,  Tyrone. 
Eichholtz,  H.  H.,  Williamsburg. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

Coleman,  J.  0.,  New  Albany.  Rickley,  Helen  M.,  Towanda. 

Huston,  S.  M.,  Towanda. 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Rosenberger,  Seward  M.,  Quakerstown.   Wimberger,  Laura  S.,  Doylestown. 
Watson,  Mary  E.,  Bristol. 
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BUTLER  COUNTY. 

Kelley,  A.  W.,  Eau  Claire.  Pearce,  H.  L.,  Parker. 

McNees,  Rose,  Butler. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

Bentz,  M.  S.,  South  Fork.  Hipps,  Frank,  Spangler. 

Connell,  Julia,  Ebensburg. 

CAMERON  COUNTY. 

Robinson,  Mary,  Emporium.  Brooks,  Ximena  E.,  Driftwood. 

Ling,  E.  S.,  Emporium. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

Arner,  J.  F.,  Packerton.  McCabe,  P.  H.,  East  Mauch  Chunk. 

Shull,  B.  M.,  Lehigbton. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

Etters,  David  0.,  Bellefonte.  Rowan,  Lucy  M.,  Julian. 

Morris,  H.  W.,  Rebersburg. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Eby,  A.  L.,  Oxford.  Williams,  Delia  H.,  Berwyn. 

Liggett,  Rebecca  P.  R.,  Malvern. 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

Myers,  J.  M.,  St.  Petersburg.  Wilson,  Mary  E.,  Clarion. 

Neely,  Bud  (Miss),  Callensburg. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

Campbell,  Margaret,  Osceola  Mills.  Trout,  H.  E.,  Clearfield. 

Scofield,  Albert  L,  Brisbin. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

Cleaver,  C.  T.,  Lock  Haven.  Dieffanbach,  Therese,  Renovo. 

Bowers,  B.  J.,  Mill  Hall. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Hagenbuch,  Sadie,  Berwick.  Sterner,  L  P.,  Bloomsburg. 

Pursel,  Samuel,  Bloomsburg. 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

Bentley,  Alice,  Meadville.  Wilson,  S.  A.,  Cochranton. 

Chamberlain,  C.  F.,  Cambridge. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Arnold,  A.  A.,  Salem  Church.  Weitzel,  J.  L.,  Carlisle. 

Walter,  H.  A.,  New  Kingston. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

Garver,  H.  B.,  Middletown.  Crouse,  Nora,  Steelton. 

Meyer,  H.  Lenich,  Hummelstown. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Frees,  Etta,  Aldan.  Hannum,  Anna  L.,  Boothwyn. 

Watters,  Leonidas  H.,  Media. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

Gerbrick,  G.  B.,  Johnsonburg.  Rcsenberry,  C.  M.,  Benezette. 

Ames,  Margaret  E.,  301  State  St.,  Ridg- 
way. 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

Burns,  James  R.,  Erie.  Russel,  J.  H.,  North  East. 

Humes,  Sylvester  C,  Union  City. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Brownfield,  L.  B.,  New  Haven.  Thomas,  B.  J.,  Connellsville. 

Carroll,  R.  M.,  Dunbar. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

Cunningham,  Grace,  McCrays.  Morrow,  Nancy  C,  Tionesta. 

Himes,  Mae,  Marienville. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Ditto,  Bettie  C,  Greencastle.  Reber,  J.  H.,  "Waynesboro. 

Gluck,  J.  P.,  Ft.  Loudon. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

Mellott,  Gilbert  B.,  Webster  Mills.         Lamberson,  B.  C,  Hustontown. 
Logue,  Estelle,  McConnellsburg. 


GREENE  COUNTY. 

Montgomery,  Ruth  L.,  Waynesburg.        Waychoff,  Geo.  B.,  Jefferson. 
Cleavinger,  W.  C,  Mapleton. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

McClain,  I.  W.  J.,  Cassville.  Beck,  Xopher  C,  Huntingdon. 

McNeal,  Kate  C,  Three  Springs. 

INDIANA  COUNTY. 

Archibald,  J.  P.,  Saltsburg.  Henry,  J.  T.,  Blairsville. 

Eracken,  T.  S.,  Indiana. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Dailey,  Margaret,  Reynoldsville.  Peterson,  D.  B.,  Summerville. 

Downs,  S.  E.,  Brookville. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

Donnelly,  W.  C,  Mifflintown.  Hooper,  Martha  J.,  Patterson. 

Marshall,  D.  M.,  Nook. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

Bishop,  Anna  M.,  Dunmore.  Powell,  James  J.,  Minooka. 

Lloyd,  M.  J.,  Priceburg. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

Hunter,  Geo.  Z.,  New  Holland.  Townsend,  Ella  V.,  Lyles. 

Heilig,  W.  R.,  Mt.  Joy. 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

Turner,  L.  H.,  Ellwood  City.  Thompson,  George  C,  New  Castle. 

Locke,  Elizabeth  M.,  Harlansburg. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

Mease,  Harry  M.,  Lickdale.  Wolfersberger,  R.  P.,  Bismark. 

Weidman,  Elizabeth  M.,  Lebanon. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

Decker,  W.  N.,  Coplay.  Reinhard,  H.  J.,  Catasauqua. 

Fox,  Alberta,  Slatington. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

Conlon,  Peter,  Hudson.  Scott,  E.  H.,  Plymouth. 

Hoffman,  Harvey  E.,  Freeland. 

LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

Dundore,  J.  G.,  Hughesville.  Weber,  H.  H.,  Jersey  Shore. 

Milnor,  G.  B.,  Muncy. 

McKEAN  COUNTY. 

Wilson,  H.  M.,  Eldred.  Lytle,  T.  E.,  Kane. 

Tritton,  Emma,  Smethport. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

Cannon.  C.  G.,  Jamestown.  Vickerman,  T.  S.,  Sharpsville. 

Shering,  J.  L.,  Mercer. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

Lawver,  T.  W.,  Milroy.  Yeager,  Annie  E.,  Reedville. 

Swigart,  S.  W.,  McVeytown. 
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MONROE  COUNTY. 

Green,  D.  Albert,  Tobyhanna.  Morey,  Bertha,  Stroudsburg. 

Gish,  John  N.,  East  Stroudsburg. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Eisenhower,  A.  D.,  Norristown.  Ziegler,  Elmer  B.,  Hatboro. 

Spickernagle,  Carrie  V.,  Cheltenham. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Derr,  Mont,  White  Hall.  Sidler,  Annie,  Danville. 

Dieffenbacher,  D.  N.,  Danville. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

Krause,  Jacob  B.,  South  Bethlehem.        Mansfield,  Mary  E.,  62  S.  Front  St.,  Eas- 
Gruver,  J.  W.,  Bangor.  ton. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Killian,  A.  A.,  Watsontown.  Richards,  Eugene  K.,  Elysburg. 

Gold,  Guy  D.,  McEwensville. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

Dum,  Elizabeth  A.,  Newport.  Rounsley,  J.  E.,  Millerstown. 

Hamilton,  Frank,  Liverpool. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

Madden,  Annie,  Edgemere.  Watson,  John  C,  Milford. 

VanAkin,  Minnie,  Matamoras. 


POTTER  COUNTY. 

Zerfoss,  G.  E.  Coudersport.  Miller,  C.  M.,  Coudersport. 

Hinman,  Lucile  M.,  Roulette. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

Henninger,  E.  J.,  Valley  View.  Krichbaum,  William,  Minersville. 

Seltzer,  I.  A.,  Ringtown. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

Gilbert,  A.  R.,  Middleburg.  Stetler,  T.  A.,  Shamokin  Dam. 

Moyer,  Rae,  Freeburg. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

Carver,  Ira  G.,  Downey.  Harrer,  F.  A.,  Casselman. 

Snyder,  J.  B.,  Berlin. 
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SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

Lancaster,  G.  Antoinette,  Forksville.       Cronin,  Julia  M.,  Dushore. 
Shoemaker,  F.  F.,  Laporte. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

Hearn,  Mary,  Brooklyn.  March,  Thos.  S.,  Susquehanna. 

Stearns,  Geo.  G.,  Harford. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

Raesly,  H.  B.,  Wellsboro.  Walker,  H.  F.,  Elkland. 

English,  May,  Hoytville. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

Eeg,  Emma  B.,  Lewisburg.  Spigelmeyer,  Wm.  W.,  Mill  Mont. 

Johnson,  B.  R.,  Lewisburg. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

Beagle,  J.  A.,  Franklin.  Woodring,  W.  0.,  Rouseville. 

Stevens,  Florence,  Oil  City. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

Monroe,  E.  L.,  Columbus.  Quinn,  J.  J.,  Warren. 

Mumford,  A.  W.,  Sheffield. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Hildebrand,  F.  A.,  California.  Post,  Etta  M.,  Claysville. 

Lutton,  Louis  F.,  McDonald. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

Creasy,  Mark,  Hawley.  Hart,  John  C,  Pleasant  Mount. 

Gregory,  Alice  Z.,  Honesdale. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

Hunnell,  B.  S.,  New  Kingston.  Streng,  A.  A.,  Latrobe. 

McMullen,  Eliza,  Greensburg. 


WYOMING  COUNTY. 

Gay,  Eleanor,  Forkston.  Sturdevant,  Anna  A.,  Meshoppen. 

Kepperly,  Isaac  T.,  Tunkhannock. 


YORK  COUNTY. 

Arnold,  Mary  L.,  Delta.  Stahl,  E.  M.,  Glenville. 

Senft,  W.  S.,  York. 
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ALLEGHENY  CITY. 

Illenberger,   Ottilie,   1224  Arch  street,    Sherrard,  R.  M.,  810  Franklin  avenue, 

Allegheny  City.  Wilkinsburg. 

Norris.  James  M.,  12  Warren  street, 

Allegheny  City. 

ALLENTOWN  CITY. 

Nonnemaker,  Emma  A.,  Allentown.         Busse,  Laura  E.,  Alleotown. 
Schwartz,  J.  Hiram,  Allentown. 


ALTOONA  CITY. 

Bowles.   J.    B..    329   Sixth    avenue,   Al-   Replogle,   S.  H.,  900  Sixth  avenue,  Al- 

toona.  toona. 

Haziett.  Margaret.  1300  Third  avenue, 

Altoona. 

CARBONDALE  CITY. 

Kilhullen,  Julia  A..  Carbondale.  Swigert,  Sara  G.,  Carbondale. 

Loftus,  Thomas  W.,  Carbondale. 

CHESTER   CITY. 

Cole.  Thomas  S.,  Chester.  Dannaker,  Lillian  M.,  Chester. 

Larkin.  Anna  S.,  Chester. 

HARRISBURG  CITY. 

Adam?.  Emily  J.,  121  Pine  street,  Har-  Fahnestock,  W.   M.,  1735  North  Third 
ri«b\irg.  street,  Harrisburg. 

Baldwin.    Maude    E.,    202    Hamilton 
street,  Harrisburg. 

HAZLETON  CITY. 

Gerlach.  "William  D.,  Hazleton.  Cannon,  Kate,  Hazleton. 

Probert,  Thomas.  Hazleton. 

JOHNSTOWN  CITY. 

Lonjr.  W.  F.,  Johnstown.  Wray.  Gertrude  W.,  Johnstown. 

Murdock.  G.  B..  Johnstown. 

LANCASTER  CITY. 

Cooper.  Mary.  Lancaster.  Palmer,  Mary  E.,  Lancaster. 

MeMullen.     Charles,    Lancaster,    128 
South  Queen  street. 

McKEESPORT  CITY. 

Day.  E.  8..  May  street.  McK><^sport.  Piper.  Jennie  L.,  Penney  avenue,  Mc- 

Mains.    Matilda   H.,   512   Olive   street,       Keesport. 
McKeesport. 
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PITTSBURG  CITY. 

Bambfcrd,   Anna  M.,  138   Washington  Jennings,  Joseph,  404  Hays  street,  Pitts- 
street,  Pittsburg.  burg. 

Cook,  C.  B.,  156  Industry  street,  Pitts- 
burg. 

READING   CITY. 

Chagin,  Arthur  T.,  Reading.  Ruth,  Bessie  E.,  1109  Franklin,  Read- 

Wobensmith,  A.  J.,  Reading.  ing. 

SCRANTON  CITY. 

Cannon,  Frances,  919  Delaware  street,   Wagner,    John    N.,    401    North    Irving 

Scranton.  street,  Scranton. 

Kemmerling,  Henry,  2623  North  Main 

street,  Scranton. 

WILKES-BARRE  CITY. 

Bodmer,  Susan  B.,  Wilkes-Barre.  Harvey,  C.  J.,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Breidinger,  James  P.,  Wilkes-Barre. 


WILLIAMSPORT  CITY. 

Davis,  Jane  D.,  346  High  street,  Wil-  Seaman.  Mary  C,  725  Grace  street,  Wil- 

liamsport.  liamsport. 

Pepperman,  A.  L.,  332  Academy  street, 

Williamsport. 


718 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


CO 

z 

H 

Q 
m 
H 
ti 

Ph 

H 

H 

W  o 

p 

Ph 


CO 

<j 

02 

J 

c 
c 
« 
o 

< 

c 

H 

«! 

m 

CO 

H  H 
K  H 

£h    Eh 

co 

p 

Si 

Eh 


•Sanqsusd 

to 

a/  — 

s 

TO 
Ed 

•Sanq 
-suiooia   'joujsia  qwg 

09 

•  cu 

s 

3 

us 

•PI91J 

Fe- 

Males.l  males. 

1 

'Sjnqspnoa^s 

Fe- 
Males.  j  males. 

'UAiOJ 

Fe- 
males. 

TO 

'3IIIASJa[ 

Fe- 
Males.   males. 

1 

Maisaiio 

Fe- 
Males.   males. 

3       — 


■C        ~        — 


aj       a       a>       a> 


.£         5         ,Q 

£      £      E 


Eh      Eh      H      H 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


719 


<»  CO  iH 


eo       c=>       w       co 


S3     3 


i 
1 

a 

a 

0 

m 

3    — 


<u       — 


£    « 


£    5    - 


o        —        .2 


-         S 


£       <        < 


z   z    z 


720 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


•J-Bioj, 


fe.  e 
S 


•UOIJBIO 


"ojoq 


-d!IS 


"BlUJOJ 


•■BUB 

-ipui      'joij^sia     mui.M 


■a^ABH 


kg 


CO         T         10 


•H         <s         o 


£        -        c       C 


»j 


"       > 


o      o 


Z     4     4 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


721 


l\     2 


o       «~       eo      e« 

2       *r       —       ej 


at       r-       c<j 


r-       v        ca 


O  *  -         X 


♦j     S     M 


-■       ~        O       J3 


•=        * 


Z  C  ^  o  ^ 


<K        o 


a    g 


SB        til        ti) 


g         g 


fc     %     Z     55 


4) 

- 

91 

- 

a. 

1 

* 

5 

i 

5 

2 

£ 

a 

3 

a 

g 

9 

z 

£ 

Z 

z 

2 

46—5—1903 


722 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


in 

H 

•3anqsu9d 

o 
© 

ft 

8 

1 

© 

© 

s 

o 

S 

o 
— 

O 

o 

o 

1 

© 

o 

II 
II 

fa 
Q 

-diifS    ';ou?S!CI   mueA^s 

IH 

N 

s 

LO 

^ 

H       « 

1 
1 

|| 

OQ 

CO 

Ifl 

I- 

p 

t- 

o 

„       j_ 

fa 

CO 

00 

"** 

c< 

^ 

CO 

o 

1M           CXJ 

t-1      CD 

■Sanq 

-suiooia  ';o!Jisia  mx;s 

c; 

T 

I 

»- 

o 

^               T-l 

1 

2 

>-l     PI 

fa  '-S 

s 

I 

o 

II 

c 

c 

o 
c 

o 

©      © 
©      © 

II 

•Pia» 

'  s 

» 

ll 

1 

I- 

G 

c 

II 

w  i 

-suBH    '}ou}sia    uijjj: 

j5 

II 

OJ 

o 

-^ 

CO 

CO         <M 

II 

fa     <=> 

II 

M 

II 
II 

o  S 

o 

© 

II 

fa    - 

II 

fa  fa 

o 

r-< 

cp 

s 

CM 

00 

£ 

*v        ■* 

«  * 

'Sanqspnoais 

CO 

rt" 

t>- 

CT> 

c 

s 

M      © 

CO         l~ 

II 

3- 

isbu;    '^ou^sia    M5"i"j; 

S 

II 
II 

tSi 

CN 

1-1 

rt       t" 

II 
II 

^  Q 
o  c 

fa  H 

•uavo} 

<£ 

© 

1 

t- 

II 
II 

O 

o 

O 
O 

o 

3 

o 

o 

c 

s 

o 

§       § 

o       o 

T-t           CM 

II 
II 

U   Ph 
O3   <! 

II 
II 

M 

II 
II 

J    H 
3    * 

© 

o 
c 

© 

II 

g 

s 

o 

§ 

e»      o 

CD         o 

|| 

%    J 

l~ 

" 

|| 

t_ 

o 

p 

o 

o         <=> 

|| 

Pi  o 

ailiAsaai 

3 

II 

U 

— 

t- 

s 

■O         o: 

II 

o  o 

-I!M      '^oi-ijsia     puooes 

f- 

II 

g 

\r 

o 

t- 

m       m< 

II 

&  w 

II 
II 

II 
1 

r„     O 

fa   03 

0 

v_ 

II 

e 

o 

o      o 

5  s 

c 

II 

o 

c 

o       o 

Eh    fa 

t- 

e« 

CM 

cr 

■^ 

e 

<=>      o 

02  E-i 

•aa^saqo 

r^ 

°" 

II 

a 

O 

cr 

§      c 

II 
II 

fa  g 

fa     O 

r  fa 

;S3M.      '}ow;sia      ;sjk>I 

5 

s 

K 

<£>       ia 

II 

*♦ 

II 

H 

C/2 

fa  H 

O  H 

H 

£  S 

o  5 

r1  Pi 

£  £ 

P  & 

5?  o 

°  Q 

- 

3  « 

H  fa 

V 

* 

O  h 

G 

c 

a 

' 

g  fa 

C 

o  fa 

fa  ° 

\ 

a 
a 
> 
i. 

"   I 
0    S 

u 

c 

c 
5 

1 

c 
a 

£ 

en 

: 
f 

c 
c 

4 

a! 
ft 
o 

a 
a 

j 

a 

S     c 

fa 

fa 

b 
c 
: 

c 

0                         1 

2        = 

a 

a 

„_ 

c 

ft 
o 

■3 

c 

c 

F- 

« 

c 

K 

£ 

C 

■s 

£ 

c 

rt       a 
ft      * 

&      c 

o     e 

«l 

>                    3       - 

> 

a 

E 

a 

s 

a 

5 

a;       a 

2     3 

P 

I 

> 

> 

> 

0 

> 

> 

> 

No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


723 


s   s   s 


3     U 


C*  HO         W  00 


Cl  iH  O  O 

t-  CO  O  O 

c-i       o        o        in 


§o       O 
o       o       <=> 


CO  ci  CO 

CQl  CI  r-t 


~      p.      ^ 


£   g 


•°  •«" 


<    < 


*      ~      c,     H      g      2      <u      S 
g       g       5       «       w      *>       3 

h    o    fe    5    5    «    S 


3       a       o       e 
^      H      «     5 


724 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


•3Jnqsued 


•Sanq 
-suiooia   'joia^sia  UWg 


•PI3U 


"SjnqspnoJis 


•tUSiOJ 


•eiljAsaai 
-1!K      'joiajsja     puoo9S 


Off.  Doc. 
S     II 


:    3 

CO 

I          00 

CO 

<7> 

CD 

CO 

«*■ 

S     §3 


s   s 


BBS 


fe   £   «    fe 


£    I 


s    !! 


No. 


STATISTICS. 


725 


CO  ,-H  H  .-H 

tH         r-i         CJ         to 


8 


§ 


s   a 


3     II 


rJ         il 

-         I 


©         00 


"  i 

II 


£     « 


°     5 


3        3 


H     En     H     B 


726 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


'UOIJBIO 

';oij;sia       mu39}Jtqx 


■oaoq 
-ajP3   'ANISIC!  UJ3I3AiJ, 


•JIDOH    A\I3<1 


"BIUJOJ 


■•EUB 


■H&A-BH 


O  «>  *H 


CO         M         CO 


TJ     ._ 


I! 


E?    g 


^       o       oo       «"      V      « 


3          O 
3          O 

8 

S 

© 

s      o 

:>      o 

O 

c 

§      : 

s    a 

■* 

C4 

«      . 

CQ  — «  Xj 


a     -*e 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


727 


S     8 


co       —       d       a> 
to       oo       -*       o 

©        CTi        co*       t~ 


OO         CO         CO 
^*  lO         CO 

CO  CO  CO 


rH  t-  O 


8     S     S 


II 


co       o       co       o       o       co       y? 
i-t        o       co       co       o       cs       <£> 

O       to       <§       ■*       so       c3       ^j 


1 

II 


Si         O         Gl 


o       *~-       o       co 
o       c<i       o       -w 


o       oo       CO 


3    II 


5    II 


§     g     8 

O         r-t         o 


/■         ■  -~>         r  i 


M  ^  iJ 


•=*  +»         ^ 


"o        .Q 


fc    3 


+j        *j        ■*-»         ° 


<!     < 


MOfc,5i5£g< 


3        5        o        e 
h      H      B      iS 


728 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


ra 

H 

2 

H 

IB^Oi 

Q 

i—i 

07 

H 

rt 

Ch 

B 

•nojiBio 

| 

£  « 

•^otajsia       uiuas^Jiqi 

1-i 

3 

pa  S3 

s 

gs 

•ojoq 

^ 

L 

-ntpa   'louisia  tjJJlSAiX 

CO 

ss 

gu 

S  H 

3-  2 

02   5 

•3?DOJJ  A\isd 

00 

-dilS   "joujsia  UJUBAaia 

s 

o 

03   2 

ffl  H 

"BHUOJ 

fc- 

03   ^ 

-ireo     ^ouisia    q*u3i 

a 

J  H 

3* 

§  ^ 

^ 

si  o 

-BUB 

lO 

o  o 

2  ffi 

M    ° 

W   03 

-   - 

-ipui     'joiJ^sia     qiajN 

H 

03   H 

•nsA-EH 

• 

jpcri     'loujsia    mqaia 

g 

|8 

i-i 

fc  8 

O  H 

H 

2  M 

o  3 

3  fe 

2  O 

8g 

53  * 

S3 

H  n 

2  H 

2  a 

o  fe 

a  ° 

03 

c 
o 

Eh 

S 

2 

c 

bo 

a 

o 

S 

o 
h 

H 

Eh 

o 

< 

01 

Eh 

c 

03 

Q 

o> 

o 

I 

M 

1M 

o> 

°. 

J5 

lO 

O         Ci  O  -<»»  r-t 


=3      I! 


i  : 


a 

c 

0 

i 

- 

s 

a    .» 


a.       3       =•       o       2       ™       ^      ~ 

Ssssssss 

—      ooooooo 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


729 


<fi>  rH  t~ 

00  (M  io 

"X  ^  T-4 

«  U3  CO 


a    s 


s?   s 

9    S 


O        iO       o>       ai       «** 

«*         V         rH  ©         CO 


s§ 

s 

ea 

tH 

L^ 

ci 

o 

*H 

o 

ee 

■* 

i-H 

s 

a 

00 

cq 

to 

M 

a 

-P* 

a 

rf 

3     w     S 


S>g  CO  r-l  N 

C»  rt  t-  to 

•       a  CO  in  in 

to       2  '^  to  to 


3    - 


a     <5     C 


CO  ,, 


2    B 

U 
xn        o 


H     H 


730 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


'dTSsA  }sbi  uiojj   puBq  no  aouB[Bg 


ajruj^sut  jo 
saaqtnaoi   Xq    sassajppc   jo   jsqum^j 


saajnjoai  jo  jaqum>j 


'sjojorujsui  jo  Jaqum^i 


'aiiii}  Xub  j-b  juasaad  saaqoBaj 
Pub  saojoajip  u-eqj  j-qjo  suos 
-jad    jo    jsqtnnu    }saS.iB[    pajBuujsg; 


■}uasa.id 
sjanojjuoo  jo   sjojoajip   jo  jaquinM 


o 

PL. 

H 

& 

i— . 
H 

h- 1 
>* 

H 

o 

Q 
< 

P 
O 
O 


Xjunoo  aqj  jo  siooqos 
onqnd  aqj  ui  iutqoBaj  ami}  aqj 
iv   paSBSua   aouBpuajjB   ui   jaqum^ 


•aouBpuaj 
-re  ui  saaqoBai  jo  jaquinu  agBJaAy 


•aouBpua;ve  ui  sjaqoBa}  jo  aaqmn.N 


•panuijuoo  sa"bp  jo  aaquin^t 


C3      o      <?>      «= 


■°      S 


.a     ^ 


SEE 


£     5     >     a 


Z^QPOOQoOQ£oQ 


b 

i 

* 

c 

0 

6 

.E 

i 

,      a 

c 

:     £ 

>    £ 

.       3 

2      5      «j      3 


0EW«P3fc;WH.ficqHK!i 


<   <: 


■c     •*     ^ 


S      K      3 


WKfq«««HOOU 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


731 


CO         Cl         c$         CO         CO 


«o         lO         t- 


w       co       o       <£>       r-       t-       t- 


t-cocnu3<e«o«Dt-M',^*cn 


o      o      o 


3»  lO  CO 


CO  « 


P     <m     ^     r4 


a   s 


oa       10       co 


3     3     3     §     3     § 


f-l  O  rH 


CJ         <M         d         iM 


s    s    s 


QCQQQQQQOZQQQO^Z 


less 


O  K.  t_»  W 


fcQQ&OfcO-OO 


^      o 


2     d 


£    >5    -2 


o      J      « 


o     B     J     «     a     D     h 


c     5 


£}      £ 


a  £  w  £  w 


c      ^ 

n        *> 


Z       A       < 


%      a      _<u     .S 


c     5 


3  £  K*~  ® 

Q     Q     H     W 


r-!  a  C 


fc     fa     fa     o     K     S 


J     ,J     J     J     «J 

&    m    5    S3    g 


732 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


UtfsX  js-bi  uiojj  pirsq  uo  aouBiBa; 


•a^nwsui  jo 
sjaquiam    Xq    sassaappB   jo   aaqmnN 


•sjaanjoei  jo  jaqmnjM 


■SJO}oru}sui  jo  aaqiuriN 


■ami}  Aub  }"B  luassjd  saaqoBaj 
PUB  sjojoajtp  uBqj  jaqjo  suos 
-jad   jo   aaqainu    }saSjB[    pajBmjjsa 


■}uasaad 
sjanoxjuoo  jo  saojoaaip   jo  jaquiriN 


•X}unoo  aqj  jo  siooqos 
ojiqnd  aqj  ui  SuiqoBa}  aunj  sin 
ye   pa3BSua   aDUBpua^jB   uj   Jaqmnjvj 


•90UBPUS} 

-ye  uj  saaqoBaj  jo  jaquina  agBjaAy 


•souBpuajj-B  uj  sjaqoua;  jo  aaqran>i 


•parmnuoo  sXBp  jo  jaqinriM 


65    £    S 

co       ?9      w 


S3     23 


CO  rfi  <M  CC 


S    3     5 


Egg 


3        r-T 


s    s 


o       M      ii      h       H* 

»     "2     -2     5     § 

T       5       h>       S       ^ 


&  s 


g     S     M 

j  j  a 


S3       o 


B 

p  ^  «j 

u  o  3 

-tJ  •*■»  rl 


£     I 


o      « 


r-(         M         C3         ■* 


I-  -*  LO 


L3  LO  lO  lO  «rt  (O  U5 


o      i;      <3 


OAOiz;££OAOQQOO 


&   °  1 


l  i 


g  a  &  %  p«  pu  ph 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


733 


cc        ©        ez 

©         O         rj 


SO  CO  M 


ri        ,-        t 


t»      ia      ^# 


SgggggggggggSf 

©;iL3OOOOQ_OOI0CQo^*!3 
jH  CO  f*  CJ  t-  -r  71  CI  C-         ■*•  <*  ^  © 

i-«co-r-i©©cooor—       ©-^-^.oo^s 

u~  C-J  •*?•  n  ©  '-O  ©  ©  CC  C-  -r  cr;  CO  00 

cOf-«n  -i-ico»5^r^ooTH«s 

^?]-r©©OC»OOCO  •         CJ»  q0  <»         « 

:-.         —        ^.        9         i-4        co        cj  *c^eo        *-"        * 

Oco-r'*-«eO'*»<Nr-©©o°o<i 


U3  kC  «D  LO 


2    £    S    g    g 

eo       .—       n       co       *—       c-i 


©       ©       —       tc 


- 


aa       ©       r~       —       v: 


lO  l-  t-O  U3  U3 


lO  i3  O  i»  tA  LO 


13  L~  IS  LO 


oa       ©       £> 


CO         H 


a   a 


b   6   e 


*>     —      o 


ozzaooe<;oa 


-     = 


3     2     3     3 


a    5    5    3    « 

1    §    "    =    - 
-     - 


>    =    ->>- 


i-  CM  ,- 


I    -g    I  a  S  •§  I  - 

-b^  -  ~  ~  >  t- 

-  i-  r  n  g  Q 

-  <  2  5  Z  < 


■=      2      5     ■= 


£     £     £ 


33SS38333 


_.  „  ,j 


fc    a    § 

-    -    — 


-      •      *       :      >> 


0    5    H    =    S 


734 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


■JB9X  }sbi  uiojj  puBq  uo  aoireiBg 


•9}n}ijsui  jo 
sjaquiBtu    Jiq   sgssaappB   jo   aaquiriisi 


sjaanjoai  jo  jgqiuriN 


■sjojoiujsuj  jo  jaquiriN 


■gini}  Aub  513  ju^sgjd  sjaipB9} 
puB  sjojosjtp  UBqj  jeqjo  suos 
-jgd   jo   Jsqumu    jseSJBi    pajBunjsg; 


■?U3S8Jd 

sjanoj}uoo  jo   sjojoajjp   jo  aaquinM 


•Ajunoo  sqj  jo  sjoouds 
onind    sqj    ui    SuiqoBa}    soiij    sqj 

JB     P3SbSU3     3DU13PU3JJB    UI    J3qum>J 


•90UBPU3} 

-jb  ui  sj9uob9J  jo  jaquinu  9Sbj9ay 


•aouBpugjjB  ui  sjaqoBgj  jo  JsquiriM 


■pgnuijuoo  SiCBp  jo  jgquintv 


o     o     o 


<M         L-3         -t> 


2      a 

g   a 


Cm     w 


g     S     E     £ 

S       o       o       <w 

S  t?         ♦?         -M 


m     ui     m 


u        -~        « 


£  £ 


«     pj     w     £     pi 


§      II 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


735 


•s.io}oru}sui   pi^d   junuiuv 


•S}CllD03J    IBIOJ, 


"saoanos  Jaqjo   |jb   iuo.i^ 


•siuauiuivqjajua 

9UIU3A3      JO      spS900Jd      UIOJJI 


•saanjooi 
SuiuoAa    jo    spasoojd    uioj^i 


•sasipugj  iuojj  suon^qiJ^uoo 


-SB9JJ  £}unoo  iuojj  paAiaosa 


gggggggg 


COo-HOSlQOlOfH^-lirte^ 
CO  (M  .-J  lO  W  O  CO         C^l  iH  CO  CD 


O  •  O 


g       in       o 


O         O         O         in 
O  O  OO         C-l 

CO       o       *^        r~ 


O        ci        o 


C5      cq 


■°        -W 


ESS 


E       B 


£<;QQQOPOOQ& 


he    .s 


z?      f      g 


13       — 


a   * 


<S  •   (1,     W     M     PQ     tf     X 


<      <     <!     M     «      fq 


A     M      H     W 


(h      d      3      3     5 

W      M      «      O      U 


736 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


o 

I 

Eh 
ti 

O 
Ph 

m 
« 

m 

Eh 
P 

- 

03 

4, 

i— i 

>H 

Eh 

M 

o 

Q 

< 
z 

o 


•SJojotu^sni  pj'sd  junouiv 


•sjdiaoaj  re^oj, 


■saoanos  Jaqjo   hb  uxoj^ 


•siuauiuiBajaiua 
SutuaAa     jo    spaaooad    raoa^ 


•saaiuoai 
SuiuaAa    jo    spaaooad    woi^ 


•saaqo-ea}  uiojj  suonnqia^uoo 


•jaan 
-SB3J}  Xjunoo  taojj  paAiaoaH 


B     B 


J3        ° 


g    8 


to      o      o 


-V         <M         <X> 


O  O  O  O  O  O  O 

O  ^  O  O  O  O  O 

o  <=>  o  o  o  o  o 

M  CI  £<!  M  M  S  <M 


05  C3  OS  <=5  CT5 

H        o        iH        i-t        tH 


Csl  rH  r-i  r-t  Cl  rH 


S     S     g 


QQOQQP0Q0 


g   i 


M     £ 


ra       <u       g       o       a 
G      5      i-l      S      § 


I      £ 


.£3      ~      -5      3 


5f5 

o    o    o 


S    3 


o      o 


r-t         yfl         <£> 


1— 

© 

10 

L- 

U-5 

<M 

CI 

>H 

ia 

O' 

CO 

c7; 

-r" 

I 

w 

o5 

o 

53 

1 

CO 

cl 

1      E 


Z     Q 


d     3     S 

W     J     « 


A     0     H 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


737 


©         ©         O         <0 

GO         xa         C-J         i-i 
CM  lO  CM  CO 


©      o      o      o 


S     8 


us       o       io 

CM  m  L-  I-  C) 

Ol  i-<  CO  —  '  - 


CO  t-         O  i-4  CO 

io       ©       ©       i-<       c5 
o       cr-       o       to       co 


SO         ©         lO 
CO  ©  CM 

ci        -r         -r        cj 


©        CO        © 


W  CM  <M  CM 


S      >      >      is 


a   1 


QQO££o£QQ£0£0 


.      to 

t 

■  s 

<u 

:     c 
:     & 

c 

« 

J 

a 

J     c 

1 

:  i 

c 

g 

a 
c 

c 

Eh 

a    s 


QOZ££OQO 


c 

.       6. 

5      Z 

* 

K     S     H 


CO  ^  o>         i—  ^ 

h1     Z     >i     <     £     S 


z    a    w 


a    t.    fe    fe    h    o    :    - 
a    s    ?i    3    gi    £    3    8 


J    _:    j    j    pj    j    j 


S    S    S    £ 


47—5—1903 


738 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


o 

H 
ti 
O 
Pn 

(4 

H 

H 

H 

H 
g 

H 
O 

Q 
2 

-4 

H 

& 
O 

o 


•sjo:)oru}sm   piBd   }unouiy 


•s^diaoaa   ibjoj, 


•saoanos  aaqjo   ife  uiojj: 


•s;u9uiui'Bjja5U9 
SUIU9A3     jo    spgaooid    uioj^j 


•saJtnosi 
3uiuaA&    jo     spsaooad    uioj^ 


•SJ3H0B91  iuojj  suonnqiJjuoo 


-SB3J}    XjUnOO    IUOJJ    P9A1909H 


©      o      © 


CO         CO         rH 


us       os       oo       rt 
«       e£»       -v       -r 


©       o 

»/3  O 


cS        CO 


r-       o«oooooco 


J-i  fci  t«  fc. 


S      £ 


P     P     O 


e    g 


o     *;     *i 


O     £     fc     P 


fcSoSgigpS^ 


O^OOOOOOOe-,00 

oooooooooooo 

O  O  CO  O  O  O  ^>  CO  O  o  "^  <? 

O  O  O  ^)  O  Ol  O  00  O  ci>  t*"  O 

<M         Cl         t  '         c.i         cv(         i—         CI         i-.         CJ         ti         '-'         <^ 


^         Ci         en         cj         N         OS         cq 


2    * 


o    p    <: 


«    «    -    o 


41 

■ 

C 

0 

o" 

f     b    •*    £ 
£     &     &,     &, 


e   =    &   s   °    s 

O        3        3       -       B,        « 

co    w    w    e-i    p    > 


1£9         iO         IO         U3 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


739 


O       o       o       -5       a> 
o       o       o        ^       00 

00        W        O        O        CjJ 


EJ        II 


t-  c3  CO  CO 

CTi  CO  O  CO 

t-  O  00  CO 


» 

s 

0 

gl 

TO 

rl 

e 

S     1 

0"     1 

SB* 

i 

91 

CI 

O 

<# 

~   1 

CO  CO  CM 


C4  09 


-M  CO  CO 


3     ?J 


OOO 


CO 

!  * 


1-1        rH        CJ        1-1 


Cl  O  O  O  »."3 


s    a 


a    s    s 


Q    q    2    q    q    2 


a    o 


0    <! 


E     I     I 


§     Z     <!     §     Z     to     w 


«<    o    6    K    W 


>;      :      >>  ^  .     i? 


O  4J         i>  — i 


S  s  g  . 

>»  QQ  3  H 

£  p  £  H 

2  3  58  8 


e    •«    r 


=      —       d 


o     K     £ 


J     g     tf 


740 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


•sjojoruisui    piBd    junouiy 


■s;diaoa.i    ibjoj, 


•saojnos  aaino  hb   iuoj^ 


'S}uawuiB}ja}ua 
SumaAa     jo     spaaooad     iuoj,^ 


•sajruaai 
SutuaAe    jo    spaaooad    moiji 


•SJaqoBaj    uiojj    suotjnqiJjuoo 


uajn 
-sBaaj    A"}unoo   uiojj    paAiaoajj 


w     < 


d      p. 


£       £ 


£    is 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


741 


"saarnipuadxa   H3;ox 


sasuadxa 
jaqio    ire    Jo;    pied    junomy 


Suijuiad  jo;   pied  junouiy 


■l\v\i  jo  asn  joj  ptBd  junouiy 


"saanjoai 
u«m  aaqjo  s}uauiuiB}ja} 
-ua  SuiuaAa  joj  ptBd  junouiy 


sjajruoai  ptBd  junouiv 


a        •        ■        •        •      eq 


a 

GO 

tc 

CI 

-r 

€ 

Ea 

£ 

9) 

£8 

to 

M 

St 

1 

")< 

I 

1 

13 

o 

o 

1-1 

r- 

3 

o 

a 

CO 

:: 

w 

s 

o 

o 

Q 

ti 

s 

O 

00 

U 

CO 

to 

M 

i-*- 

CM 

8 

o 

S3 

M 

CTJ          CC 

r-        to 
oo       co 

s 

o 

1 

<0          t- 

o 

9 

M 

w 

rH 

en 

o 

o 

g 

g 

CO        <o 

o 

-"* 

CO          CM 

v: 

CI 

o 

s 

Ua 

£ 

s 

f, 

1 

tH        cm 

«* 

CI 
03 

?! 

co      t>- 

T       cc 

tH 

s 

s 

o 

8 

£ 

CS 

ro 

o       r- 

o 

o 

co 

S     3 

8S 

o 

K) 

c* 

t- 

oc 

O 

a 

>           Cj 

CM 

DO 

CM 

>         Ci 

oo 

01 

O        o        O        o        g        o 


O        ©        g        g        g 

§  s  si  §  a 


o       o       o       sP 


o       ^       o      o 


^       <rJ        w 


S  CM 


Ci         cn         CM 

r-(  *H  O 


e    e    e 


E     I 


E     E 


ii      +3    '  o 


£<!0AAOQO 


Q     Z     O     Q     Q     O 


h 

A 

*-> 

. 

. 

L 

C 

£ 

i    !» 

5    .E 

X 
tf 

-         ft 

.        6, 

°        E 

e 

^ 

s 

X       ri       v       v 


5    £ 


o    E    «    n    «    «    w 


Q     P3      H 


■3      <"      fa- 

S     B     ? 


of 


x     2. 


=     E     E 


•<     <! 


P3     K     pq     M     «     W     » 


742 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


•;ioyaa 


saanjipuadxa   ie}ox 


oo         .       eo 


•sasaadxa 
aaqjo    ub    aoj    pjBd    junoiuy 


'Sunu-Jd  JOj  piBd  }unouiv 


o      o      o 


cot-oia»£>^t-o 
oot-rtoom-v^cj 


O         CI 


O         CO         O         ITS 


"IfBti  jo  esn  joj  pi-ed  junouiy 


S9Jrnos[ 
u«(j  jaq}G  s^uauiutB^aaj 
-ua  SuiuaAa  joj  pied  junouiy 


sjajn;oat  piBd  junotuy 


o      © 

O  CD 

10      © 


i-«        o        *© 


o      o      o      2 


E      E      E 


a    a    a    o    -    p 


~    m.     o    ^s 


3       £       te 


3   3  iu  j   pj 


a    y    y    fe    fa    fc 


r-i  rH         0 


E      E 


zaaaoisfco 


%    * 


a 

c 
- 

1 

a 

; 

C 

^    0 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS 


743 


**•         i-*         O 


Cl  i-  O  <£>  i-t  O  ^f  I  -  7-0  iO  to 

OTQO<NG0O0cO>-t<M.-IC^C>J 
IO  -^  H  lO  W  OO  iO  -*  C-  O  CD 


o       O       o       in       p       cp 

C^I  O  CT>  CD 


8    £    S 


C7>  ■"*-  O 


o       en 

(-       o       'X-       e  i       'X>        -r        i ra        m       -w- 


g    g 


s  s 


S3    a 


S     13 


5h     53     3     "^     <-h     ih 


©         ©         ITS        O         o         ©         to 

o       -r        ©        ■*        *3       o       r- 


-*•  t-<  <Tl  T 


©      ©      ©      © 
5      v      o      o 

o      o      o       «2 


S     9 


a     ©     8     2     «     S 


s   s 


g   g 


2    g    g    g 


M         £3         2 
O  iH  *-* 


?.     S     6 


fc     Q     0     %     O     Z     O 


'< 

.      c 

0 

E 
cd 

is    is 


W    S    ffl 


c      ^ 


SEE 


E     £ 


E     6     E 


o       o       o       s 
-w      «J       4J       £ 


oofio£i?;£oooAQooo££Q 


t    0 


•       t- 

c 

i- 

5     E 

4 

" 

£       a)       J      £       o 


2      0      W      W 


s   s 


a  ft 


JJJJJ^ljgS 


—  t.        -u 


E     E 


744 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
S3 


'ssjnjipuadxa    IBjox 


'sasuadxa 
J3ii;o    iib    joj    piBd    }unouiv 


'SuHuud  joj   piBd  junouiy 


'IIBii  jo  asn  joj  piBd  junoiuy 


'sajnjoaj 

UBqj        JaiHO        SJU3UIU1T3JJ3J 

-ua  SuiuaAa  joj  piBd  junouiy 


'sjajnjoai  P!i3d  junouiy 


in       ira       o       o       © 
c-        O        in        ©        © 

oo       ©       t-       ©       © 


o      ©      o 
o       o      o 

©      ©      © 


§      |      §       ~ 

a  £  s  5 


£     £     W     O 


3   ©• 


O  t-  CO  «D 

Cjj  O-  t-  <^ 


o      o      ©       o      o 


1      I      £      E      g 


coq^oozqgiz; 


£    E 


p   f>   £   £  £   £ 


Off.  Doc. 


s     14, 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS. 


745 


>-H         t-         O 


a    ii 


S     8     g     £ 


o  o 


o       o        in       o  O 


O  Tf  CO 


*-   fl   h 


3    ii 


ft     3 


2         < 


g    s    s    a 

S  01  0)  <D 

£  +J  4J         +> 


S      -h       d 


3       d       ci 

Saw 


S    1     2    5 

a  «  £  £ 


o  ^s 


U     K     3 


fl      2     -S 


S         o        A,         *-< 

J       rt        ft).      (0 


£        ? 


746 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


STATEMENT   SHOWING  THE   CONDITION   AND  WORKING  OF  THE  SYS 

SUPERINTENDENTS  FOR  THE 


CO 

w 

E 

3 

o 

O 

o 

JS 

" 

c 

43 

B 

(0 

o 

o 

■-, 

(4 

CD 

o 

.O 

.O 

E 

s 

z 

£ 

Houses. 


•/. 


, 

to 

ai 

o 

ts 

u 

a 

3 

3 

^ 

Efl 

3 

3 

*J 

A 

.Q 

£ 

==t 

ID 

E  4 

3 

O 

■c 

g 

o 

o 

s 

to 

3  3 

o  u 

o 

OjP 

~ 

t.  0) 

u 

t-E 

<u  >. 

— 

,Q 

fl  c 

£  = 

E  2 

E 

E  3 

* 

y. 

* 

Eg 


1.  Adams 168  196  7.S40  26 
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TEM    AS    EXHIBITED    BY    THE    ANNUAL    STATISTICAL    REPORT    OF 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  1,  1903. 
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61.  Warren,     147 

62.  Washington 256 

63.  Wayne,     179 

64.  Westmoreland 388 

65.  Wyoming 81 

66.  York 325 

Total   county,    13,613 
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COLLEGIATE     AND     SCIENTIFIC     INSTITU- 
TIONS,  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER 
EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS. 
Adams  County. 

Bethany   School 

Stevens'    Hall 

Allegheny  County. 

Allegheny  Preparatory  School,    

Berlitz   School   of  Language 

East   Liberty   Academy 

German    Lutheran 

Gleim's  School,   Miss 

Park   Institute 

Pennsylvania  College  of  Embalming,    Ltd.,    

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women 

Pittsburg  Academy,    

Pittsburg  College 

Pittsburg  School  of  Design  for  Women,    

Shady  Side  Academy 

Thurston  Preparatory  School*   

Woolsey   School,    

Western    Pennsylvania    Institute    for    the    Deaf 

and   Dumb,    

Armstrong  County. 

Dayton  Union  Academy 

Elderton    Academy 

Kittanning    Academy 

Beaver    County. 

Beaver    College 

Geneva   College,*    

Mt.    Gallitzin   Academy 


Gettysburg 

Gettysburg 1S32 

Allegheny,    1898 

Pittsburg 1S93 

Pittsburg 1889 

Braddock,    .' 

Pittsburg,     1902 

Allegheny 1889 

Pittsburg 1S99 

Pittsburg,     1869 

Pittsburg 1881 

Pittsburg,     1878 

Pittsburg 1864 

Shady  Side,    Pittsburg 1883 

Pittsburg 1887 

Pittsburg 1901 

Edgewood  Park 1S76 

Dayton 1852 

Elderton 1895 

Kittanning 1821 

Beaver 1S53 

Beaver  Falls 1849 

Baden,     1901 


1895 
1S69 


1S95 
1821 


1872 
1S79 


*Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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TIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE,  1903. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in    Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Lutheran, 


Miss  Luella  McAllister. 

Principal Rev.    Charles    H.    Huber,    A.    M. 


Undenominational Principal Henry  Carr  Pearson,    A.   B. 

Director Richard   A.    Skalweit. 

Principal Rev*.    Emil    Lewey,    Ph.    D. 

Lutheran Rev.   C.    Engelder. 

Unsectarian,     Principal Mary  Agnes  Gleim,   A.   B. 

Principal,    Charles  Ransom  Coffin,   A.  M. 

Dean J.   Henry  Long,   F.   D. 

Presbyterian President 'Rev.   Chalmers  Martin,   A.   M.   D.   D. 

Non-sectarian President J.   Warren   Lytle. 

Roman    Catholic President Very  Rev.   M.  A.   Hehir,   B.   A. 

Principal,    M.   B.   Leisser;  Pres.,   J.   R.  Woodwell 

Undenominational,    Principal William    Ralston    Crabbe. 

Principal Alice    M.    Thurston. 

Non-sectarian Head   Master Lucius  Everett  Hawley,    A.   M. 


Non-sectarian, 


Principal Wm.  N.   Burt,   Ph.   D. 


Non-sectarian,     Rev.   L.   W.   Greenlee. 

Non-sectarian Principal W.   A.   Patton,    A.    B. 

Non-sectarian Principal J.    C.    Finstman,    A.    M. 


Methodist    Episcopal President Rev.   Arthur  Staples,   A.   M. ,   B.   D. 

Reformed    Presbyterian President William   Pollock   Johnston. 

Roman  Catholic Mother  Superior. 
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Q 
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o 
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Bedford    County. 
Bedford  Classical  Academy,*   

Berks    County. 

Oley  Academy 

Reading   Classical    School,    

The  Misses  Stewart's  Private  School, 

Bradford  County. 
Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute 

Bucks  County. 

George   School,*   

Hughesian    School,*    

National  Farm  School 

Butler  County. 

Cabot    Institute,    

St.  Fidelia  College,    , 

West  Sunbury  Academy,    

Cambria  County. 

Aloysius  Academy 

Rome   College 

Centre  County. 

Spring  Mills  Academy,*  

Chester   County. 

Darlington  Seminary 

Fontgarth  Hall 

Friends'    Graded   School 

Church   Street   Friends'    School 

Villa  Maria  Academy 

Westtown  Boarding  School,*  

Cumberland  County. 

Dickinson   Preparatory  School 

Irving    College 

Kast's  Classical  School : 

Metzger  College,    


Bedford 1893      

Oley 1857  1857 

429  Walnut  St.,   Reading 1898      

238  N.   5th  st.,    Reading 1881  .... 

Towanda 1852  1851 

George  School 1893     

Buckingham : 1842  1812 

Farm  School,    1896  1896 

Carbonblack 1901  1901 

Herman 1877  .... 

West  Sunbury 

Cresson 1847  1848 

Johnstown,    1893  .... 

Spring  Mills 186«  .... 

West   Chester,    1851  .... 

West   Chester 1897     

West    Chester 18M  .... 

West   Chester 1852  .... 

West   Chester 1S7J  .... 

Westtown,    1799  .... 

Carlisle 1783  1788 

Mechanicsburg 1856  1857 

Mechanlcsburg 1895     

Carlisle 1881  .... 


•Copied  from  last  year**  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  oC  Officer 
in    Charge. 


Name  of  President.    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Principal, 


C.    V.   Smith,    A.    M. 


Undenominational,     Principal,    C.   Waldo  S.  Leinbach,   A.   B. 

Principal,    S.   W.    Kew  and  Ambrose  Cort. 

Anna   M.   Stewart. 


Presbyterian, 


C.   R.   Stiles,   A.   B. 


Friends, 


Principal,    Joseph  S.   Walton,    Ph.   D. 

Principal,    Donald   W.    Davis. 

Director John  H.    Washburn. 


Principal,    C.   W.   Johnston,   A.   B. 

Roman    Catholic Director Rev.  Cassian  Hartl,  O.  M.  Cap. 

Principal,    V.   A.   Green,   A.   M. 

Roman    Catholic,     Mistress    General M.   M.   DeSales. 

President S.   H.   Isenberg,   A.    M.,    Ph.    D. 


Principal,    D.   M.   Wolf,   D.   D. 


President Frank   Paxson  Bye. 

Principal Mory    K.    S.    Smith,    A.    M. 

Friends,      Principal Abigail   Jackson. 

Orthodox  Friends Principal Gertrude  Rhoads. 

Roman    Catholic Mother   Superior. 

Orthodox  Friends Principal Wm.    F.   Wickersham. 


Methodist  Episcopal Principal F.   E.    Downes,    A.   M. 

President,     E.    E.    Campbell,    Ph.    D. 

Principal D.    E.    Kast. 

President Sarah  Kate  Ege. 
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Dauphin   County. 

Berrysburg   Seminary,    

Harrisburg  Academy,    

Delaware  County. 

Armitage   School,    Wayne,    

Chester  Academy Chester, 

Friends'    Select   School,    Media,     

Froebel    Institute,    Lansdowne, 


Berrysburg 1875      

Harrisburg 1784     1809 


1898 
1862 
1885 
1S88 


Maplewood   Institute Concordville 1862 

St.   Luke's  School Wayne 1863 

Si-nnyside   School Chester 1899 

Swarthmore   Preparatory   School Swarthmore 1902 

Erie    County. 

St.    Mary's   College,    North   East,    1881 

Villa   Maria   Academy Erie,     1892 

Fayette  County. 

Aladison  Academy Uniontown 1895 

Franklin   County. 

Chambersburg  Academy,    Chambersburg,    1796 


1870 


Heyser's,    Miss,    Preparatory  School Chambersburg 

Mercersburg    Academy Mercersburg 1865  1S65 

Huntingdon    County. 

Juniata   College Huntingdon,      1876  1S96 

Rock   View   Academy Shirleysburg,     1900      

Indiana    County. 

Eldersridge   Academy Eldersridge,     1847  .... 

Blairsville   College,    Blairsville 1857  1893 

Kiskiminetas    Springs   School,    Saltsburg 1888      

Juniata  County. 

Mifnin   Academy,*    Mifflintown 1882      

Tuscarora  Academy Academia 1836  1S38 


•Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in    Charge. 


Name  of  President.    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Principal Frank   D.    Keboch,    M.    E. 

Principal,    Jacob  F.   Seller,   Ph.  D. 


Non-sectarian Principal Harriet   C.    Armitage. 

Principal George    Gilbert. 

Friends,    Principal,    Anna   Beitler   Smedley. 

Principal    Directors,     .  Emma   A.    Prichett   and   Emil    Dudley 

Wright. 

Undenomination Principal Joseph   Shortlidge,    A.    M. 

Protestant   Episcopal,    Head   Master Charles  Henry  Strout,   A.   M. 

Principal Mary   Pusey  Warner. 

Friends Principal Arthur  H.    Tomlinson,    B.    S. 


Roman    Catholic, 
Catholic,     


Rector The  Very   Rev.    John   G.    Schneider. 

Superior,    Mother   M.    Eugenia. 


Principal,    A.    M.    VanTine,    A.    B. 


Principals Geo.     H.     Eckels,     M.     A.;    D.     Edgar 

Rice,    M.    A. 

Principal Katherine  E.    Heyser. 

President W.    M.    Irvine,    Ph.    D. 


German    Baptist    Brethren President,     I.    Harvey   Brumbaugh. 

Presbyterian,      Principal John   S.   Noeff,    A.    B. 

Presbyterian Principal J.    A.    Gealey,    A.    B. 

Presbyterian President Rev.    S.   B.   Lenhart,    A.   M. 

Principal A.   W.   Wilson,    Jr.,    Ph.   D. 


Principal J.   Harry  Dysinger,    A.    B. 

Undenominational Ida  M.   Barton,   M.   A. 
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Lackawanna  County. 

Boys'   Industrial  Association Scranton, 

Bryn  Mawr  School,*  Scranton, 

Holy  Rosary  Academy,   Scranton, 

St.   Cecilia  Academy Scranton, 

St.  John's  Convent  School,   Scranton, 

St.  John  the  Baptist  School Scranton, 

Lancaster  County. 

P.    &   M.    Academy Lancaster, 


1899  .... 

1896  .... 

1882  1887 

1872  1883 
1885  1885 
1885  1885 

1873  .... 


Linden  Hall  Seminary Lititz 

Select  School,    Miss  Stahr's Lancaster 

The  Bowman  Technical  School Lancaster 

Yeates    School,*     Lancaster 

Lawrence  County. 

Volant  College Volant,    

Lebanon   College. 

Albright   College,    Myerstown 

Eastern  School  of  Telegraphy Lebanon,     

Miss   M.    Urich  Private   School Lebanon,     

Lehigh   County. 

Allentown  College  for  Women Allentown,     

Bethlehem   Preparatory   School,    West   Bethlehem, 

Luzerne  County. 

Harry  Hillman  Academy,    Wilkes-Barre,     ... 

The  Atlantic  School  of  Osteopathy Wilkes-Barre,    ... 

Wyoming   Seminary,    Kingston 

Lycoming  County. 

Boys'    Industrial   School Williamsport,     ... 

Dickinson  Seminary Williamsport,     ... 

Lycoming  County  Normal Muncy 

Potts'    Shorthand    College Williamsport,     ... 


1794 
1901 
1889 
1853 


1863 


1854 


1837 

1895 

1897 

1891 

1867 

1867 

1878 

1901 

1S77 

1899 

1899 

1S44 

1898 

1903 

1848 

1848 

1870 

1882 

•Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Superintendent Henry   Holder. 

Principal,    Miss  E.   S.   Wines,   A.   M. 

Catholic Sisters   of    Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary. 

Roman  Catholic,    Sister  Superior Sister   M.    Crescentla,    Sec.   and  Treas. 

Roman  Catholic,    Rev.  F.  Fricker. 

Reformed,     Principal T.   G.   Helm,    A.   M. ;   E.    M.   Hartman, 

A.   M. 

Moravian,     Principal Charles  I.   Kreider,   A.   B. 

Principal Helen  Russel   Stahr,    A.   B. 

Proprietor  &  Director,  John  J.   Bowman. 

Episcopal Head   Master Rev.   F.   Gardner,   A.   M. 


C.   F.   Ball,    A.   M. 


United    Evangelical President,     James  D.  "Woodring,   A.   M.,   D.   D. 

President H.   H.   Hopple. 

: Margaret  Urlch. 


Reformed   Church   U.    S.,    ... 
Episcopal,     


President,     J.   Win.    Knappenberger,    A.   M. 

Principal H.  A.  Foering,  B.  S. 


Principal,    H.  C.   Davis,   Ph.  D. 

President H.  S.  Hewish,  M.  D.,   B.  Ss.,  D.  O. 

Methodist  Episcopal President L.   L.   Sprague,   M.  A.,   D.  D. 


Undenominational Manager Rev.    T.    P.    S.    Wilson. 

Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.  Edward  J.   Gray,   D.   D. 

Principal G.   B.   Milnor,  A.   M. 

Principal John   G.    Henderson. 
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Mercer    County. 

Fredonia    Institute,     

Hall   Institute 

Mercer  Academy  and  School  of  Music,   . 

Sandy  Lake  Institute,*   

Mifflin    County. 

Lewistown   School,    

Monroe    County. 

Fairview   Academy 

Polytechnic  Institute,    

Montgomery  County. 

Abington  Friends'    School 

Cheltenham  Academy,    

Hill    School 

Miss   Baldwin's  School,*   

Perkiomen  Seminary,    

Northampton  County. 

Easton    Academy,    

Lerch's  Preparatory  School,    

Moravian    Seminary,    

Northumberland  County. 

St.    Joseph's   Academy 

Perry    County. 
Bloomfield    Academy 

Philadelphia   County. 

Agnes'    Irving   School,*    

Brown   Preparatory   School 

Chestnut  Hill   Academy,    

Church  Training  aid   Deaconess  House 

DeLancy   School 

Friends'    Central    School 

Friends'    Orthodox  School,    


Fredonia,     1887  1889 

Sharon 1888  18S8 

Mercer 1S25      

Sandy  Lake 1899  1900 

Lewistown 1902      

Broadheadsville,     1881  1895 

Gilbert 1886  .... 

Jr-nkintown 1794  1794 

Ogontz 1871  .... 

Pottstown 1S51  1903 

Bryn  Mawr 1875  .... 

Pennsburg 1892  1892 

Easton,     1860  .... 

Easton 1885  .... 

Bethlehem,     1749  .... 

Sunbury,    1882  .... 

New  Bloomfield 1838  .... 

Philadelphia,    1869  .... 

Philadelphia 1877  .... 

Philadelphia,     1861  1861 

Philadelphia 1S91  1S91 

Philadelphia,    1S77  1899 

Philadelphia 1845  .... 

Germantown 1835      


•Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In    Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


President, 

Baptist President, 

Principal, 


F.  A.  Fruit,  A.  B. 
H.  C.  Hall,  D.  D. 
Rev.  R.  J.  G.  McKnight,  A.  B.,   B.  D. 


President,     L.   R.   Eckels,   A.   M. 


Presbyterian, 


Principal Edgar    Washington    Burchfield,    A.    B. 


Principal E.   T.   Kunkle,   A.   M. 

Principal F.   Kohler,   A.   M. 


Society   of   Friends, 
Episcopal,     


Schwenkfeldian, 


Principal George  M.  Downing,   M.   S. 

Principal Arthur  T.    Emory,    A.    B. 

Head   Master John  Meigs,    Ph.    D. 

Principal Miss  Florence  Baldwin. 

Principal Rev.  O.  S.  Kriebel,  A.  M. 


Principal Samuel   R.    Park,    A.    M. 

Principal Chas.    H.   Lerch,    A.   M. 

Moravian,     Principal J.   Max  Hart,    D.    D. 


Catholic Sister  Directress, 


Sr.   Rose  Marie. 


Principal H.   C.   Mohn,   A.   M. 


Head    Mistress Sophy   Dallas   Irwin. 

Principal Alonzo  Brown,   M.   A. 

Head   Master,    James  L,.   Patterson,   D.  St. 

Protestant    Episcopal House   Mother Rev.  J.  De Wolfe  Perry,  D.  D.,  Warden. 

Undenominational Head   Master Joseph  Dana  Allen,   M.   A. 

The   Society  of  Friends Principals J.       Eugene      Baker,       Anna      Walter 

Speakman. 

Friends.     Orthodox Principal,    Davis  H.  Forsyth. 
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Friends'  Select  School,*  Philadelphia, 

Germantown  Academy Germantown, 

Girard   College,*    Philadelphia, 

Gordon's   (Mrs.)   School Philadelphia, 

Gratz   College,    Philadelphia, 

Ivy   House,    Germantown, 

Marshall   Seminary Oak  Lane,    .. 

Mary  J.   Drexel  Home  School  for  Girls,    Philadelphia, 

Neff  College  of  Oratory Philadelphia, 

Penna.    Institution    for    the    Instruction    of    the 

Blind Overbrook,     . 

Philadelphia  Collegiate  Institute  for  Girls Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia  High  School  for  Girls Philadelphia, 

St.    Joseph's   College Philadelphia, 

St.    Luke's   School,*    Bustleton,     .. 

The  Educational  Dept.,   Central  T.  M.  C.  A.,*  ..    Philadelphia, 
The  Philadelphia  School  of  Design  for  Women,   .   Philadelphia, 

The  Temple  College Philadelphia, 

The  Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science Philadelphia, 

The  William  Penn  Charter  School Philadelphia, 

Young    Men's     Christian     Association,     Central 

Branch,    Philadelphia, 

Schuylkill  County. 

Hill   School,*   Pottsvllle,   ... 

Union  County. 

Bucknell   Academy Lewisburg,     . 

Bucknell  Institute Lewisburg, 

Central  Pennsylvania  College,*   New  Berlin, 

Venango   County. 

Earp  Academy Oil    City,    .. 

Miller  Night   School,    Franklin,    .. 


1S32 

1760 

1783 

1848 

1880 

1895 

1868 

1895 

1890 

1887 

1893 

1893 

1833 

1834 

1896 

1896 

1S93 

1851 

1852 

1863 

1867 

1855 

1844 

1853 

1884 

1888 

1855 

1855 

1689. 

r  1689" 
1708 
1711 

l.  1901  _ 

1854  .... 

1875  .... 

1846  1846 

1846  1846 

1855  1883 

1891  .... 


•Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in    Charge. 


Name  of  President.   Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Orthodox    Friends Superintendent,    J.   Henry   Bartlett. 

Principal,    William  Kershaw,    Ph.   D. 

President Adam  H.  Felterolf,  Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Elizabeth   P.    Gordon. 

Jewish,    President,     Moses  A.   Dropsie.  • 

Principal,    Mary  E.   Stevens. 

Principal,    E.   S.   Marshall. 

Lutheran Deaconess Rev.  C.  Goedel,  B.  A. 

President,     Silas    S.    Neff,    Ph.    D. 

Principal,    Edward  E.   Allen,   B.   A. 

Methodist  Episcopal,    Principal,    Susan  C.  Lodge. 

Principal,    William  D.  Rorer. 

President Cornelius  Gillespie,   S.  J. 

Protestant  Episcopal Principal,    Charles  H.    Strout,    A.    M. 

Educational   Director,  Calvin  Osborne  Althouse,   B.  S. 

Principal Emily  Sartain. 

Non-sectarian President Russell  H.   Conwell,   LL.   D. 

Actuary Thomas  L    Montgomery. 


Friends,    Head   Master, 


Richard  Mott  Jones,   LL.   D. 


Secretary,     Calvin   O.   Althouse,   B.    S. 


Principal Mrs.  S.  A.  Thurlow. 


Baptist,  , Principal Rev.  Thomas  A.  Edwards,  A.  M. 

Baptist Principal Eveline  Stanton,    Ph.  M. 

United   Evangelical President Aaron  E.   Gobble,   A.   M.,    D.   D. 


Samuel  Earp,    Ph.   D. 

Superintendent D.   J.   Hart. 
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Warren    County. 

Sugar  Grove  Seminary,    

Washington    County. 

Jefferson   Academy,    

Trinity  Hall 

Westmoreland  County. 

Greensburg   Seminary,    

Ligonier  Classical   Institute 

St.    Joseph's   Academy 

St.   Xavier's  Academy 

Western    Pennsylvania    Classical    and    Scientific 

Institute,     

West  Newton  Academy 

Wyoming    County. 

Keystone  Academy 

York   County. 

Stewartstown  Academy,*   

York  Collegiate  Institute 

York  County  Academy 


Sugar  Grove 1882  1882 

Canonsburg 1802  1869 

Washington 1879      

Greensburg 1874  1887 

Ligonier,    1888      

Greensburg 1S82  1885 

Beatty  Station 1846  184S 

Mt.    Pleasant,    1873  1S71 

West    Newton,     1893      

Factoryville 1868  1868 

Stewartstown,     1855  1857 

York 1873  1873 

York 1787  1787 


*Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in    Charge. 


Name  of  President.   Principal  or 

Superintendent. 


United    Brethren President, 


M.    R.    Woodland,    A.    B. 


Principal,    J.  A.  A.   Craig,   A.   B. 

Episcopal,     Rector Win.  W.  Smith,   A.  M. 

Lutheran,     Principal J.   C.   Hoch,   Ph.   D. 

Presbyterian Principal Rev.   E.   H.    Dickinson. 

Catholic,     Directress Sr.   Rose  Marie. 

Roman    Catholic Mother   Superior,    Mother  M.   Regina. 

Baptist Principal ." H.   C.   Dixon,   M.   S. 

President,     Geo.   D.   Crissman,    Ph.   D. 


Baptist, 


Principal Rev.  Elkanah  Hulley,   A.  M. 


President Henry  M.   Payne,    C.   E.,    Ph.   D. 

Presbyterian President E.   T.   Jeffers,    D.    D.,    LL.   D. 

X"ti-strtarian, Principal Elmer  E.   Wentworth,   A.   M. 
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Name  of  Institution. 


City   or  Town. 


County. 


THEOLOGICAL.   SEMINARIES. 

1.  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,    

2.  Crozer  Theological  Seminary 

3.  Divinity    School    of    the    Protestant 

Episcopal  Church 

4.  Lutheran   Theological   Seminary 

5.  Meadville  Theological  School 

6.  Moravian    College,     Theological    De- 

partment  

7.  Reformed    Presbyterian    Theological 

Seminary 

8.  School   of  Theology   of   Ursinus  Col- 

lege,     

9.  St.   Vincent's  Seminary 

10.  Susquehanna  University  Theological 

Seminary 

11.  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General 

Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church   in   the   United   States 

12.  Theological     Seminary    of    the     Re- 

formed Church  in  the  U.   S 

13.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.   Charles 

Boromeo,   

14.  Theological     Seminary    of     the    Re- 

formed Episcopal  Church 

15.  Theological     Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed    Presbyterian     Church     in 
North  America 

16.  Western   Theological   Seminary 


Allegheny  City,    ...    Allegheny, 
Upland,     Delaware, 


1S26 

1868         1867 


Philadelphia*    Philadelphia,    1S61         1862 

Mt.   Airy,    Phila.,    .    Philadelphia,     1864 


1844      \  1846 
"I  1897 


Bethlehem, Northampton,     1807         1863 


Allegheny  City,    ...   Allegheny,     1856 


Philadelphia Philadelphia 1872 

Germantown,    Philadelphia,     1868         1851 


Selinsgrove,     Snyder, 


1858         185S 


Gettysburg Adams,    1826         1827 


Lancaster,     1825         1831 


Montgomery 1832         1832 


Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 1SS5         1S87 


Philadelphia Philadelphia 1807         1854 

/ 
Allegheny  City,    ...    Allegheny 1825         1827 


MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

1.  Hahnemann  Medical  College,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

2.  Jefferson  Medical  College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


1S4S 
1825 


1S4S 
1826 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


United  Presbyterian President Rev.  James  A.  Grier,   D.   D.,  LL.  D. 

Baptist President,     Henry  G.  Weston,    D.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Episcopal Dean,     Rt.  Rev.  O.  W.  Whitaker,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Lutheran Dean,     Henry  E.  Jacobs,   D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Unitarian President Franklin  C.  Southworlh,   A.  M  ,  S    T    B. 


Moravian, 


President Augustus    Schultze. 


Reformed   Presbyterian Senior   Professor,    D.   B.   Wilson,   M.   D.,   D.   D. 

Reformed  Church Dean James  I.  Good,  D.  D. 

Catholic,    President,     James  McGill,    V.    C.    M. 


Dean,     Rev.   Jacob  Tutzy,   D.   D. 


Lutheran Chairman  of  Faculty,      Milton  Valentine,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 


Reformed    Church, 


President,     Emil    V.    Gerhart. 


Catholic,    Rector, 


P.  J.  Garvey,  A.  M.,   D.  D. 


Reformed   Episcopal, 


Dean      J.   Howard  Smith. 


Reformed   Presbyterian Dean Rev.   David  Steele,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Presbyterian President Rev.  Robert  Christie,   D.   D.,  LL.  D. 


Dean Pemberton  Dudley,   M.  D.,   LD.   D. 

Dean J.  W.  Holland,   Dean;  Wm.  Potter,   Prer 
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3.  Medical    Department,    University   of 

Pennsylvania,      

4.  Medico-Chirurgical   College 

5.  Philadelphia  Polyclinic  and   College 

for  Graduates  in  Medicine 

6.  "Western  University  of  Pennsylvania 

Medical  Department,    

7.  Woman's   Medical   College  of   Penn- 

sylvania  

COLLEGES   OF  PHARMACY. 

1.  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,    . 

2.  Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 
1.  Department  of  Veterinary  Medicine, 
University  of  Pennsylvania 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

1.  Department  of  Dentistry  University 

of   Pennsylvania,    

2.  Medico-Chirurgical  College,   Depart- 

ment of  Dentistry,    

3.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Sur- 

gery,     

4.  Philadelphia   Dental    College 

5.  Pittsburg    Dental    College,    Western 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

LAW   SCHOOLS. 

1.  Law    Department,     Dickinson    Col- 

lege,     

2.  Law     Department,      University      of 

Pennsylvania,    

3.  Law   Department,    Western   Univer- 

sity,      

•Copied  from  last  year*»  report. 


Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg,     . 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg,     . 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg,     . 

Carlisle 

Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg,     . 


Philadelphia,    1765  1753 

Philadelphia 1848  1850 

Philadelphia,     1882  1882 

Allegheny,    1819  1819 

Philadelphia,     1850  

Philadelphia,    1821  1822 

Allegheny,     1878  1878 

Philadelphia 1484 

Philadelphia,    1878 

Philadelphia 1897 

Philadelphia,     1856  .... 

Philadelphia,    1862  1863 

Allegheny,     1896 

Cumberland,    [1834  1  1890 

"l  1890  f 

Philadelphia,     1790  1791 

Allegheny 1896 


No.  5.  STATISTICS. 

VATE  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS— Continued. 


821 


Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Dean Chas.  H.  Frazier,  A.  B.,   M.  D. 

Dean,     Seneca  Eabert,   A.  M.,   M.  D. 

Superintendent,     Maud   Banfield. 

Acting  Chancellor,    ...    John  A.  Brashear. 

Dean Clara  Marshall,   M.  D. 

Dean Howard  B.  French,   Ph.  G. 

Dean Julius  A.  Koch,   Pham.   D. 

Dean Leonard   Pearson. 

Dean Edward  C.    Kirk,    D.    D.    S. 

Dean,     Robert  H.  Nones,   D.  D.   8. 

Dean Wilbus  F.  Lltch,   M.  D.,  D.  D.  S. 

Dean S.   H.  Guilford,   D.  D.  S.,  Ph.  D. 

Dean,     W.    H.   Fundenburg,    D.   D.   S. 

Dean William  Trickett,    LL.    D. 

Dean William  Draper  Lewis,    B.    S.,    LL.    B. 

Ph.   D. 
Dean Hon.  John  D.  Shafer. 
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GENERAL  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  PRI 


Location. 

u 
o 

o 

a 

M 

u 

C 

Name  of  Institution. 

0<j 

at 
o 

City  or  Town. 

County. 

o 

01  3 

<u 

-  — 

a 

Q 

0 

COLLEGES   AND   UNIVERSITIES. 

1.  Allegheny    College,     Meadville,     Crawford,    1815 

2.  Bryn   Mawr Bryn  Mawr,    Montgomery 1885 

3.  Bucknell   University,    Lewisburg Union 1846 

4.  Central  High  School,   Philadelphia,    .  Philadelphia Philadelphia 1838 

5.  Dickinson    College,     Carlisle Cumberland,    1783 

6.  Franklin  and   Marshall   College Lancaster,     Lancaster i  1836  l- 

llK53  J 

7.  Geneva    College Beaver   Falls Beaver,     1S4S 

8.  Grove  City  College Grove  City Mercer 1884 

9.  Haverford    College Haverford Delaware,    1833 

10.  Lafayette    College Easton Northampton 1832 


1817 
1880 
1846 
1836 
1783 

1852 
1849 
1894 
1830 
1826 


11.  Lebanon  Valley  College,    

12.  Lehigh   University 

13.  Moravian    College    and    Theological 

Seminary 

14.  Muhlenberg   College,    

15.  Pennsylvania    College 

16.  Pennsylvania  Military  College 

17.  Pennsylvania  State  College,    

18.  St.  Vincent  College  and  Seminary,    . 

19.  Susquehanna  University,    

20.  Swarthrnore   College 

21.  Thiel   College 

22.  University  of  Pennsylvania 

23.  Ursinus   College 

24.  Villanova  College 


Annville Lebanon,    1866 

South  Bethlehem,    .    Northampton,     1866 


Bethlehem Northampton 1807 

Allentown,    Lehigh 1867 

Gettysburg Adams 1832 

Chester Delaware,    1S62 

State  College Centre 1859 

Beatty,     Westmoreland 1846 

Selinsgrove Snyder 1858 

Swarthrnore,    Delaware 1864 

Greenville Mercer *1S70 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 1740 

Collegeville Montgomery 1869 

Villanova Delaware 1842 


1867 
1866 


1832 
1862 
1855 
1870 
1858 
1864 
1870 
1753 
1869 
1848 


2".  Washington   and  Jefferson  College,    .    "Washington Washington, 

26.  Waynesburg  College,    Waynesburg Greene 

27.  "Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,    Allegheny        and 


1802 
1851 


29.  Wilson  Female  College, 


Chambersburg, 


1870 


1S02 
1850 


Pittsburg Allegheny t  1787  I      1819 

28.  Westminster  College New  Wilmington,    .    Lawrence 1852        1852 


•Copied  from  last  year's  report. 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Methodist  Episcopal I'resident William  H.   Crawford,    D.   D.,   LL.   D. 

President M.   Carey  Thomas,   Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Baptist,     President,     John  Howard  Harris,   LL.  D.,   Ph.  D. 

President,     Robert  Ellis  Thompson,    S.   T.   D. 

Methodist  Episcopal,    President,     George  Edward  Reed,  S.  T.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.   S.  President John  S.   Stahr,    Ph.   D.,   D.   D. 

Reformed    Presbyterian President W.   P.   Johnston,    A.    M. 

President Isaac   C.   Ketler,    Ph.   D.,    D.    D.,    LL.   D. 

Friends President Isaac   Sharpless,    Sc.    D.,    LL.   D. 

Presbyterian President,     Rev.     Elthelbert     D.     Warfleld,     D.     D.. 

LL.    D. 

United   Brethren President,     Rev.   Hervin  U.   Roop,   A.   M. ,   Ph.   D. 

Non-sectarian President,     Thomas  Messinger  Drown,   LL.   D. 


Moravian President, 


Augustus   Schultze,    D.   D.,    LL.    D. 


Lutheran,    President Theodore   L.    Seip,    D.   D. 

Lutheran,    President H.   W.   McKnight,   D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

President Charles  E.  Hyatt,   C.   E. 

President George  W.   Atherton,   LL.   D. 

Catholic President Rt.   Rev.   Leander  Schnerr. 

Lutheran President George   W.    Enders,    D.    D. 

Friends,      President,     Joseph  Swain,    M.    S.,    LL.   D. 

Evangelical  Lutheran President,     Rev.   Theophilus  B.   Roth,   D.  D. 

Provost Charles  Custer  Harrison,   LL.  D. 

Reformed  Church President,     Henry  T.  Spangler,   D.  D. 

Catholic,    President Rev.    Laurence    A.    Delurey,    D.    D., 

S.   A. 

Presbyterian President Rev.  J.  D.  Moffat,   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Cumberland    Presbyterian,     ...  President A.  E.  Turner,  A.  M. ,  Sc.  D.,   Ph.  D. 


Acting   Chancellor,    ...    John   A.    Brashear,    Sc.   D.,     LL.   D. 

T'nited  Presbyterian President Robert  Gracey  Ferguson,    D.   D. 

Presbyterian President,     Rev.   S.   A.   Martin,    D.   D. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


DECEMBER   I,   1903. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy   Superintendents. 
Henry  Houck  and  John  O.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk,     H.  H.  Fleisher,  Statistical  Clerk, 
M.  F.  Cass,  Recording  Clerk,       J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postofflce. 

First,    

George   M.   Philips 

E.  O.  Lyte,    

Millersville 

Third 

A.  C.  Rothermel 

Fourth 

E.  L.  Kemp 

E.   Stroudsburg. 
Mansfield 

Fifth,    

Andrew  Thomas  Smith ,   

Sixth,               

Judson  P.  Welsh ,    

Bloomsburg. 
Shippensburg. 

George  M.  D.  Eckels 

Eighth,    

Ninth,     

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr 

Tenth,     

T.  B.   Noss,    

Albert  E.  Maltby, 

Slippery  Rock. 

Twelfth     

John  F.   Bigier 

Thirteenth,    

Samuel  Weir 

(843) 


844 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

County  Superintendents. 


Off.  Doc. 


County. 


Adams,    

Allegheny,    

Armstrong- 

Beaver,    

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair,    

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre,     

Chester 

Clarion,    

Clearfield,     

Clinton,    

Columbia 

Crawford,    

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk,    

Erie 

Fayette,    

Forest,    

Franklin 

Fulton,    

Greene,    

Huntingdon,     

Indiana,    

Jefferson,    

Juniata 

Lackawanna,     . . . 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,    

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,    

McKean 

Mercer,    

Mifflin,    

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour,    

Northampton,    ... 
Northumberland , 

Perry,     

Pike,    

Potter,    

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    ... 

Tioga,     

Union,    

Venango,    

"Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,    .. 

Wyoming,    

York 


Name. 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


H.  M.  Roth Gettysburg, 

Samuel  Hamilton,    '    Braddock, 


J.  O.  Wolfe, 
Chester  A.   Moore,    . 
J.  Anson  Wright,   .. 

Eli  M.  Rapp,   

T.  S.  Davis 

Herbert  S.  Putnam, 
A.  S.  Martin 


Kelly  Station, 

Beaver,    

Bedford 

Hamburg,    ... 

Altoona 

Towanda 

Doylestown,    ., 


Howard  I.  Painter,    Butler, 


H.  T.  Jones, 
Mattie  M.  Collins, 
James  J.  Bevan,    .. 

C.  L.  Gramley,   

George  W.  Moore, 

L.  L.  Kimes,    

E.   C.  Shields,    

Ira  N.  McCloskey, 
William  W.  Evans, 

John  D.  Goodwin,   Meadville, 

J.   Kelso  Green Carlisle, 


Ebensburg,    . . . 

Driftwood 

Mauch  Chunk, 
Rebersburg,  . . 
Ercildoun,    .... 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven,  . 
Bloomsburg,   .. 


H.  V.  B.  Garver, 

A.  G.  C.  Smith,   

J.  W.  Sweeney 

Samuel  B.  Bayle,    

John  S.  Carroll 

E.  E.  Stitzinger 

L.  F.  Benchoff 

C.  E.  Barton,   , 

John  C.  Stewart,    ..... 

James  G.  Dell 

J.  T.  Stewart 

R.  B.   Teitrick,    

H.  C.  Klinger 

J.  C.   Taylor 

M.  J.  Brecht 

R.  G.  Allen 

John  "W.  Snoke 

Alvin  Rupp ,   

Frank  P.   Hopper,    ... 
Gardner  B.  Milnor,  ... 

John  E.  Myers,    

James  S.  Fruit,   

Samuel  L.  Hanawalt, 
Horace  L.  Walter,   ... 

R.  F.  Hoffecker,*   

Charles  W.  Derr, 

H.   K.    Bender,    

Benjamin  Apple 

Ezra  H.  Bryner,    

Lucian  Westbrook Dingman's  Ferry, 

Otis  A.  Kilbourn,   J   Coudersport,  

G.W.Weiss Schuylkill  Haven, 


Middletown 

Media,    

Saint  Mary's,   .. . 

Waterford,    

Dunbar,  

Nebraska,    

Chambersburg,    . 
lit  C'onnellsburg, 

Jefferson 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Brookville 

Oriental,    

Scranton,    

Lancaster,    

New  Castle,    

AnnviJIe,     

Allentown,     

Wilkes-Barre,    ... 

Muncy , 

Smethport,    

Mercer, 

Lewistown,    

Stroudsburg,    .... 

Norristown,     

Wrashingtonville, 

East  Bangor,   

Sunbury,     , 

New  Bloomfield, 


George  W.  Walborn, 
Daniel  W.  Seibert,    . 

M.  R.  Black,   

Charles  E.  Moxley, 
W.  R.  Longstreet,    .. 
Daniel  P.  Stapleton, 

B.  V.  Riddle,    

Orlo  J.  Gunning,    ... 

Frank  R.  Hall 

D.  L.  Hower,   

W.  W.  Ulerich 

Frank  H.  Jarvis,   .. . 
D.  H.  Gardner,    


Freeburg 
Somerset, 
Forksville,     .. 

Hallstead 

Mansfield,    

Lewisburg,    . . 
Franklin, 
Warren,    ...... 

Washington, 
Honesdale,    . 
Greensburg,    . . 
Tunkhannock, 
York 


$1,500  00 
5,000  00 
1,784  00 
1,586  00 
1,764  00 
2,000  00 
1,562  00 
2,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,698  00 
1,814  00 
1,500  00 
1,538  00 
1,678  00 
2,500  00 
1,616  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,622  00 
1,942  00 
1,580  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,770  00 
2,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,738  00 
1,000  00 
1,556  00 
1,564  00 
2,000  00 
2,050  00 
1,050  00 
3,000  00 
2,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,700  00 
1,800  00 
4,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,700  00 
1,768  00 
1,200  00 
1,300  00 
2,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,692  00 
1,550  00 
1,475  00 
1,500  00 
1,600  00 
3,000  00 
1,115  00 
1,788  00 
1,200  00 
1.724  00 
2,000  00 
1,015  00 
1,576  00 
1,700  00 
2,000  00 
1,596  00 
3,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 


♦Died  December  18,  1S0J. 
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City,  Borough  and  Township  Superintendents. 


City,   Borough  or 
Township. 

Name. 

Postofflce. 

Salary. 

Allegheny 

John  Morrow,   

..    $3,000  00 

D.  S.  Keith,    

..      1,750  00 

Altoona,    

1,800  00 

William  A.  Kelly 

William  C.  Estler,   

Fred.  W.  Robbins 

..      1,080  00 

..      1,200  00 

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem,    

..      1,600  00 
..      1,700  00 

Braddock,    

..      2,100  00 

E.  E    Miller     .                

..      2,500  00 

800  00 

Butler 

Butler 

..      2,000  00 

..      1,500  00 

John  C.  Wagner,    

Samuel  Gelwix,    

..      1,200  00 

Chambersburg,   . . 

...      1,000  00 

Cheltenham      town- 
ship  (Montgomery 

Charles  A.  Wagner,  

Albert  Lloyd 

..      1,300  00 

..      2,200  00 

Coal    township 
(Northumberland 

..      1,500  00 

William   T.   Gordon 

..      1,500  00 

..      1,600  00 

Conshohocken,    

J.  Horace  Landis 

William  W   Fell 

Conshohocken,    .. 

1,250  00 
..      1,200  00 

...      1,200  00 

..      1,600  00 

William  W.  Cottingham,. 
Henry  C.  Missimer,   

..      1,400  00 

..      2,000  00 

..      3,000  00 

..      1,800  00 

E    J    Shives,    

Harrisburg,    

..      1,500  00 

Lemuel  O.  Foose 

David  A.  Harman,   

Joseph  B.  Gabrio,   

..      2,500  00 

..      2,000  00 

Hazle  township  (Lu- 

..      1,500  00 

Huntingdon,     .... 

..       2,000  00 

E    "R   Barclay 

..      1,200  00 

John  W.  Anthony,   

..      1,500  00 

..      2,500  00 

..      2,000  00 

Amnion  A.  Killian 

...      1,100  00 

..      1,200  00 

Lock  Haven,    

..      1,100  00 

Lower  Merion  town- 
ship   (Montgomery 

William  P.  Thomson,   .... 
J    B.  Richey 

..      1,800  00 

Mahanoy  City,    .. 
Mahanoy  City,    .. 

...      2,100  00 

Mahanoy     township 
(Schuylkill  county) , 

William  N.  Ehrhart,    

Daniel  F.  Guinan,   

FIyppps  O.  Smith,    

1,650  00 

1,500  00 
. ..      1,650  00 

Middletown,    

Milton 

...      1,080  00 

..      1,200  00 

Mount  Carmel,    . . 

..      1,400  00 

Tohn  W   Griffith 

..      1,900  00 

New  Brighton ,    

J.  W.  F.  Wilkinson 

j   w   Canon            

New  Brighton,    .. 

1,500  00 
..      1,800  00 

Newport       township 
(Luzerne   county) , 

H   U    Nyhart 

..      1,500  00 

Oil  City 

..      1,800  00 

Oil  City     

..      2,500  00 

...      1,000  00 

. ..      5,000  00 

Phoenixville 

1,300  00 
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City,    Borough  or 
Township. 


Pittsburgh 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Radnor         township 
(Delaware  county), 

Reading,    

Scranton,    

Shamokin 

Sharon,    

Shenandoah,  

South  Bethlehem,    ... 

South  Sharon,   

Steel  ton 

Sunbury 

Tamaqua,     

Taylor 

Titusville,     

Tyrone,    

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester,    

Wilkes-Barre,    

Wilkinsburg,    

Williamsport,    

York 


Name. 


Samuel  Andrews,  .. . 
William  W.  Rupert, 
B.  F.  Patterson,    ... 


George  H.  Wilson,   .. 

Charles  S.  Foos 

George  W.  Phillips,    . 
Joseph  Ho werth,    .... 

S.  H.  Hadley,    

J.  W.  Cooper,   

Owen  R.  Wilt,   

C.  G-  Canon 

L.  E.  McGinnes,   

Ira  Shipman,   

Robert  F.  Ditchburn, 

M.  J.  Lloyd 

Henry  Pease,   

1.  C.  M.  Ellenberger, 

J.  H.  Reber,   

Addison  L.  Jones,   ... 
James  M.  Coughlin, 

J.  L.  Allison,    

Charles  Lose,   

Atreus  Wanner 


Postoffi.ee. 


Salary. 


Pittsburgh 5,000  00 

Pottstown,     1,500  00 

Pottsville,    1,800  00 

Wayne 1,500  00 

Reading 2,500  00 

Scranton,    3,500  00 

Shamokin 1,800  00 

Sharon,    1,600  00 

Shenandoah 1,800  00 

South  Bethlehem,    ..  1,500  00 

South  Sharon 1,300  00 

Steelton,    2,000  00 

Sunbury,     1,200  00 

Tamaqua,     1,400  00 

Taylor 1,200  00 

Titusville 2,100  00 

Tyrone 1,400  Ofl 

Waynesboro,    1,200  00 

WestChester,    2,250  00 

Wilkes-Barre 3,000  00 

Wilkinsburg,    2,000  00 

Williamsport 2,200  00 

York,     2,000  00 
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1 

314 

6 

318 

13 

330 

17 

336 

19 

342 

25 

348 

30 

356 

34 

360 

87 

368 

38 

374 

40 

382 

43 
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44 
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48 

396 

51 

400 

56 

408 
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412 

60 
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61 

422 

65 
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72 
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494 
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Lawrence,   

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,     

Luzerne,     

Lycoming 
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Mercer 

Mifflin,   
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Montgomery 

Montour,    

Northampton,   

Northumberland,    

Perry, 

Pike,     

Potter,    

Schuylkill, 

Snyder,    

Somerset,     

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,    

Tioga,     

Union,    

Venango,    

Warren, 

Washington,    

Wayne,    

Westmoreland 

Wyoming,    

York,    


'age. 

Page. 

108 

502 

110 

506 

113 

510 

116 

514 

117 

522 

118 

530 

120 

532 

121 

538 

122 

540 

124 

544 

127 

552 

128 

554 

132 

558 

133 

562 

135 

566 

136 

568 

139 

572 

142 

580 

145 

584 

148 

590 

150 

592 

151 

598 

154 

604 

156 

608 

158 

612 

160 

616 

162 

624 

164 

628 

168 

636 

174 

640 

WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  CITY,  BOROUGH  AND  TOWNSHIP  SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS. 

Page. 

Allegheny,     179 

Allentown,     179 

Altoona,   181 

Ashland,     182 

Beaver  Falls 183 

Bethlehem 186 

Eraddock,    187 

Bradford 188 

Bristol,     190 

Butler,    191 

Carbondale,     192 

Chambersburg, 192 


No.  5.                                                           INDEX.  851 

Page. 

Cheltenham  township,  Montgomery  county 194 

Chester^   196 

Coal  township,  Northumberland  county 197 

Coatesville 199 

Columbia,    201 

( tonshohocken,    202 

( lorry 203 

Danville 205 

Dii   Bois 207 

Dunmore 211 

Easton 212 

Erie 214 

Franklin,    215 

G  reensburg -15 

Harrisburg,     217 

•  Hazleton ! 219 

Hazle  township.  Luzerne  county,   220 

Homestead,   221 

Huntingdon,    223 

Jeannette,    224 

Johnstown 224 

Lancaster 227 

Lebanon 229 

i .oik  Haven,     230 

Lower  Merion  township,  Montgomery  county  , 231 

McKeesport,   231 

Mahanoy  City,   233 

Mahanoy  township,  Schuylkill  county, 234 

MeadviUe 235 

Middletown,    236 

Milton,    237 

Mount  Carmel,  238 

Nanticoke,     241 

New  Brighton 241 

New  Castle,    242 

Newport  township,  Luzerne  county,   243 

Norristown,     244 

Oil   City 246 

Phoenixville,   246 

Pittsburgh,    248 

Pottstown,     249 

Pottsville,    250 

Reading 250 

Scranton,   265 

Shamokin 267 

Sharon 269 

Shenandoah,    270 

South   Bethlehem,    271 

Steelton,     27? 

Sunbury,    275 

Tamaqua,    278 

Titusville 279 


852  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Page. 

Tyrone,    279 

West  Chester, -  280 

Wilkes-Barre, 282 

Wilkinsburg,   284 

Williamsport,    286 

York,    289 


REPORTS  OP  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

Page. 

West  Chester, 293 

Millersville 294 

Kutztown,   297 

East  Stroudsburg,   298 

Mansfield,    299 

Bloomsburg,    300 

Shippensburg,  301 

Lock  Haven,    304 

Indiana,   304 

California,  305 

Slippery  Rock,   307 

Edinboro, 308 

Clarion,    310 


Tabular  statistical  statement  by  counties,  648 

Statistical  statement  of  the  school  system  since  its  establishment  under 

the  law  of  1854 656 

Names  of  members  of  the  permanent  certificate  committees, 710 

Pennsylvania  school  officers, 843 


OFFICIAL,  DOCUMENT, 


GENERAL  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 


Page. 

Annual  written  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 1-i 

Average  length  of  school  term  by  counties, 667 

Average  monthly  wages  of  male  teachers 664 

Average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers, 665 

Committees  on  permanent  certificates,  710 

Cornplanter  Indian  School 660 

College  and  University  Council,  members  of,   847 

Educational  Institutions: 

Business  colleges  and  commercial  schools,  784 

Colleges  and  other  institutions  for  orphans, 785 

Colleges  and  universities, 834 

Colleges  of  pharmacy,   820 

Collegiate  and  scientific  institutions  and  secondary  schools, 770 

Dental  colleges,    820 

Law  schools,    820 

Manual  training  and  industrial  schools, 786 

Medical  colleges,   818 

Pennsylvania  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools,   787 

Schools  of  music,   787 

Theological  seminaries 818 

Veterinary  medicine, 820 

High  Schools: 

High  schools  in  townships  which  received  appropriation, 661 

High  schools,  principals  of, 575 

Tabular  statement  of  high  schools, 575 

Index  to  written  Report  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction Front  of  Book. 

Index  to  written  and  statistical  reports  by  county  superintendents, 849 

Index  to  written  reports  of  city,  borough  and  township  superintendents, ....  850 

Index  to  written  reports  of  principals  of  State  Normal  Schools, 852 

Normal  Schools: 

Date  of  recognition,   718 

Distribution  of  State  aid 661 

Expenses  and  improvements,   723 

Expenditures , 725 

History,   718 

Insurance,   725 

Income,    724 

Libraries 722 

Number  of  professors  and  teachers, 719 

(853) 


854  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Page. 

Principals,  list  of,   843 

Students'  expenses 723 

Students,  number  of,  719 

Value  of  property, 722 

Pennsylvania  School  Officers: 

Officers  of  the  Department,   843 

Principals  of  State  Normal  Schools,   S43 

County  superintendents,  844 

City,  borough  and  township  superintendents 845 

Colleges  and  University  Council, 847 

Permanent  certificates  issued, 708 

Permanent  certificates,  names  of  members  of  committees, 710 

Statistical  Tables: 

General  statistics  of  the  State,  x 

Comparison  with  preceding  year, xi 

Comparison  not  including  Philadelphia, xi 

Philadelphia,     xii 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 669 

School  houses,  schools,  examinations,  teachers,  visitations,  etc.,  in  the 

several  counties, 746 

School   houses,    schools,    examinations,   teachers,   visitations,    etc.,    in 

cities,  boroughs  and  townships  having  a  separate  superintendent,.  .  . .  758 

County  and  city  institutes, 730 

Normal  schools,   '. 718 

Educational  institutions  other  than  State  Normal  Schools, 770 

Districts  having  a  school  term  of  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  or  ten  months, .  673 

Schools  having  a  term  of  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  or  ten  months, 671 

Statistical  statement  of  the  school  system  since  its  establishment  under 

the  law  of  1854, 656 

Written  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 

Written  report,    i 

Teachers'  salaries,     i 

Compulsory  education,   iii 

The  primary  purpose  of  schooling, iv 

Manual  training,    v 

The  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  vi 

Kindergartens,     vi 

The  County  Institute,    vii 

Summer  schools,   viii 

Reading  circles,   viii 

Township  High  Schools,   viii 

The  Educational  exhibit  at  St.  Louis, ix 

The  Cottingham  celebration ix 


m      *■ 


urn 


,< 


$?%,  f 


^ 


<m 


"'^ 


mm 


%<^* 


AS. 


■ittttu* 


